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TASMANIAN STAMP DUTY RATES 1863-1881

Ian McMahon

Revenue stamps have recently become a class their own right at international exhibitions.
In moving beyond a basic collection of revenue stamps the revenue collector, like the
collector of adhesive stamps, can enhance their collection by including revenue stamps
'on cover' ie revenue stamps properly used on the documents relating to the transaction
on which they were paying duty. Such documents include receipts, cheques, share
transfer documents, mortgage agreements and insurance policies as well as cigarette
boxes and perhaps beer kegs even if the latter are unlikely to be exhibited. In including
such documents the revenue collector needs to have some knowledge of the rates of
duty. Such information is often not as readily available as postage rates.

The early stamp duty rates of many of the Australian colonies are however relatively
easily accessible in the statistical returns of the colonies. In Vol 7 page 51 of Capital
Philately, I summarised some of the stamp duty rates of Queensland. In this article I
summarise some of the stamp duty rates of Tasmania as they are given in the Statistical
returns of the Colony of Tasmania ('The Blue Book').

Stamp Duty was introduced in Tasmania in 1863 following the passing of the Act to
Provide for the Raising of Stamp Duties in Tasmania which came into effect on 24
September 1863. While postage stamps could also be used for the payment of stamp
duty, duty stamps, depicting St George and the Dragon, were issued in 1863. These and
the impressed duty stamps introduced in the 1880s and which depict the platypus are
described in Craig and Ingles' book The Revenue and Railway Stamps of Tasmania
(1978) and further updated in the Handbook of Tasmanian Revenue Stamps (1997) by
Craig.

Table 1 is a simplified list of the rates applying during the period 1863-1881. The list is
simplified in that often complex defmitions, conditions and exemptions apply to the
various categories and these are not detailed in the table below. In addition not all
Government Charges for which revenue stamps could be used are necessarily listed. As
Dingle Smith has discovered when preparing his revenue collections for display, the first
task in deciphering the rate used on a given document is often to determine the type of
document being dealt with ie is the document a deed, a bond or merely a receipt? This
may involve consulting the Stamp Act and regulations, details of which are beyond the
scope of this article.

On 1 October 1868, a range of new duties were levied, many relating to mortgages and
stamp duty on share transfer was introduced in 1869. Many rates were established in
1863 and maintained throughout the whole period reported in 'The Blue Book' in 1881.

Ed. The significance of this information on stamp duty rates is illustrated in the article
that follows in this issue of Capital Philately. This shows that the duty of promissory

notes continued at the rates that applied in the in 1881 for some years but at a later date
was markedly increased.
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Table 1 Tasmanian Stamp Duty Rates 1863-1881

Agreements over £10 1/-
Valuations of estates 1/-
Apprenticeship
• from 1863 2/6
• from 1870 5/-
Articles of Clerkship £5
Attested copy of an instrument stamped under the Stamp Duty Act 6d
Awards over £10
• from 1863 2/6
• from 1870 5/-
Certificate of Title or Transfer relating to an interest in land (until 2/6
1869)
Bills of Sale (until 1869) 2/6
Certificate of Satisfaction of any Mortgage (from 1870)
• less than £100 2/6
• £100-£250 5/-
• £250-£500 7/6
• £500-£1000 10/-
• Over £1000 £1
Conveyance (introduced 1 October 1868)
• up to £100 5/-
• each additional £50 5/-
Charter party or agreement relating to freight 2/6
Declaration of use or trust in writing not being a deed or will 2/6
Declaration of use or trust in writing not being a deed or will (from 5/-
1870)
Deeds (from 1863-69) 2/6
Deeds under Real Property Act (from 1868) 5/-
Bond or Deed for payment of money (from 1868)
• up to £100 2/6
• every additional £50. 2/6
Other Bonds (from 1870) 5/-
Denoting Stamp as defmed in the Stamp Act (introduced 1 October 5/-
1868)
Draft or order on a Banker (excluding Savings Bank and the 1d
Colonial Treasury) (Introduced 1868)
Inland Bills of Exchange or Promissory Notes (excluding cheques,
banknotes, treasury bills):
• up to £25 3d
• £25-£50 6d
• £50-£100 . 1/-
every additional £50 6d

Foreign Bills of Exchange or Promissory Notes (excluding cheques,
banknotes, treasury bills; other exceptions also apply; from 1868):
• uRto £25

..
3d

• £25-£50 6d
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• £50-£100 1/-
every additional £50 6d

Lease of land, houses etc with annual rents exceeding £20. 2/6
Letter or Power of Attorney
• from 1863 2/6
• from 1870 5/-
Life Insurance:
• where the policy is for up to £250, for each £100 or part thereof 3d
• for 20licies £250- £500, for each £100 orpart thereof 6d
• for policies £500- £1000, for each £100 or part thereof 1/-
• for policies exceeding £1000, for each £100 or part thereof over 1/-

£1000
Insurance against fire
• up to £100 6d
• for every £100 or part thereof over £100 6d
Other insurance policies
• where the premiums do not exceed 10/- per cent, for every £100 1d

or portion thereof insured
• where the premiums are between 10/- to 25/- per cent, for every 2d

£100 or portion thereof insured
• where the premiums are between 25/- to 30/- per cent, for every 4d

£100 or portion thereof insured
• where the premiums are between 30/- to 40/- per cent, for every 8d

£100 or portion thereof insured
• where the premiums are between 40/- to 50/- per cent, for every 9d

£100 or portion thereof insured
• where the premiums exceed 50/- per cent, for every £100 or 1/-

portion thereof insured
Lease of land, houses etc with annual rents exceeding £20. 2/6
Mortgage (introduced 1 October 1868)
• up to £100 2/6
• every additional £50 2/6d
• of uncertain amount £12/10/0
Mortgage Transfer (introduced 1 October 1868)
• up to £100 2/6
• every additional £50 2/6d
Power of Attorney for proxy at a meeting (introduced 20 October 1d
1880)
Script of Mining Co, each less than £5 (introduced 1 November Id
1870)
Share Transfers (introduced 22 October 1869)
• For ev~ry £10 value 6d
Share Transfers (from 1870)
• less than £2 1d
• £2 - £5 3d
• £5 - £10 6d
• each additional £10 6d
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Release from Mortgage (from 1870)
• less than £100 2/6
• £100-£250 5/-
• £250-£500 7/6
• £500-£1000 10/-
• Over £1000 £1
Release from any other sum £40 or over (introduced 1 October 1d
1868)
Registration of a company, per £1 of capital (introduced 8 1d
November 1881)
Warrant of Attorney
• from 1863 2/6
• from 1870

up to £100 2/6
every additional £50 2/6d
of uncertain amount £12/10/0

SINGPEX 98
Tom Frommer: Australia - air mail labels and vignettes. Vermeil (82).
Dingle Smith: The revenues of Queensland. Vermeil (80).

TARAPEX98
TARAPEX 98, August 7-9, was the national show for New Zealand for the year 1998. It
was housed in the spacious TSB stadium in New Plymouth, an excellent venue
overlooked by the snow-clad Mt. Taranaki. Tom Frommer was both the Australian
Commissioner and a Judge for TARAPEX. The results for the four entries submitted
from Canberra were;

Hans Karman: Australian privileged mail 1830s to 1920s. Gold (89) and Grand
Award Overseas.
Ian McMahon: Canadian envelopes and postcards. Large Vermeil (84) and Prize.
Dingle Smith: The revenues stamps of Tasmania. Large Silver (74).

In the postcard class:
Hubert Goran: New Hebrides. Large Vermeil (84).

The results continue the high standard achieved by members over the last few years at all
levels of exhibition. It is of note that all four exhibits at TARAPEX were only a single
mark below the next class of award! So we can expect even better results in the future!
The Taranaki Philatelic Society are to be congratulated in arranging such an excellent
show, like our own Society this is an example of a single club mounting a full national
exhibition.
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TASMANIAN STAMP DUTY RATES
PROMISSORY NOTES

Dingle Smith

The article in this issue by Ian McMahon, entitled Tasmanian Stamp Duty Rates, is an
excellent and much needed addition to the literature on the revenues of the Australian
States. If revenue exhibits are to obtain optimum marks in competitive displays it is
essential for documents that illustrate use to be included and that the duty rates are
explained. This is the revenue analogue of details on postal rates and routes in postal
history exhibits. One can go further and comment that knowledge of rates is also
essential to understand the denominations, adhesive or impressed, that were available for
the payment of stamp duties. Although Ian McMahon modestly states that such
information is available in the statistical returns from the colonies, it has never, to the
best of my knowledge, been published in the philatelic literature. It is to be hoped that he
will provide similar information for the other States, in addition to those already
published in Capital Philately for Queensland (McMahon, 1989) and Tasmania
(McMahon, 1998).

The significance of the information given for the stamp duty rates in Tasmania can be
illustrated by reference to the duty charged on promissory notes. The payment of duty on
promissory notes was indicated by the use of impressed duty dies, all of which feature
the platypus in their design. Bassett Hull (1890) provides an account of introduction of
these impressed duty stamps.

The first move to the use of impressed duty, embossed by the use of special dies, was
heralded by the Stamp Act which came into force on 1 November 1865. This specified
that payment of stamp duties could by , ... denoted by a stamp, either impressed upon the
paper whereon any such instrument is written or by an Adhesive Stamp affixed thereon'.
The initial dies were limited to a value of Id and were mainly used on cheques. However,
in April 1875 the Secretary of the Post Office [in Tasmania] remarked favourably on a
letter from the Colonial Secretary of New Zealand that extolled the use of impressed dies
to denote the collection of duty as it aided the separation of postage and revenue
accounts.

On January 5 1877, an order was sent to England for a series of dies to be used to
denote the stamp duty on various documents. These dies were to be supplied with
moveable date plugs and for the following values, 1d, 2d, 3d, 6, 1/-, 2/6, 5/-, 7/6, 10/-,
Ll, L5, LI0, LI2/10/- and L20. The order also commented that ' ...each Die to have
engraven thereupon the design forwarded herewith of the Ornithorhyncus paradoxus' - in
less formal language the platypus !At this stage the relevance of the rates summarised by
McMahon become of wider interest. For instance the duties listed include the values 7/6,
and LI2/10/- and several of the other values are simple multiples of progressive rates ie.
share transfers increase in multiples of 6d for each additional value of LlO.

The deficiencies in the number of denominations available in the January 5 1877 order
were to some extent remedied by an additional order placed with the manufacturer in
England in April 1880. The additional values were for 1/6, 2/-, 3/-, 3/6, 4/-, and 4/6.
These·denominations. were required, in part, for use on promissory notes where, as
described by McMahon, the duty increased by 6d for increments of each LSO. Such
promissory notes were required to formalise most forms of loans.
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Figure 1 Duty on promissory notes to mid-1898 (illustrations at 70% of original)
Top to bottom: 3d on L14-2-1O; 6d. N L44-0-0; 1/- on L91-15-6;

3/6 n L320-0-0-; 10/- on Ll,OOO-O-O
N01E: the 10/-, 3/- and two 6d impressions have dated slugs.
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A further step in the story was the introduction, in late 1881, of coloured embossing in
various shades of red. The use of coloured inks was solely to improve the visibility of the
embossed impression and replaced the earlier method which was to emboss the stamp
without ink, usually described as colourless embossed impressions. The press to produce
coloured embossing was ordered from England in February 1881. The order was for a
'Richmond Automatic Cameo colour stamping press for producing coloured stamps
from the dies furnished by De La Rue and Co'.

The final series of platypus dies were ordered in July 1889 and was for the following
values; 9d, 1/3,6/-, 7/-, 8/-,9/- and L2/1O/-. These:fill gaps in the 6d increments of many
of the stamp duties. The 9d and 1/3 denominations are especially rare and this is
undoubtedly because there were very few duty rates that included such values. Equally
values in excess of L1 are uncommon, a perception re-inforced by the scarcity values
give in Craig (1997).

The details of the dates and orders for the dies etc. are excellently described in Bassett
Hull (1890) but, in common with other philatelic authors at that time, there is no specific
mention of what the duty rates were. This has a parallel with similar descriptions of the
issue of postage stamps, rarely is there an account of what the rates were for. Again the
importance of McMahon's contribution is apparent.

Duty on Promissory Notes
McMahon lists the duty rates for promissory notes for the period 1863 to 1881, the duty
was 3d for values up to L25, 6d for values from L25-L50, 1/- for L50-L100 with an
additional6d for every additional L50. The examples, see Figure 1, illustrated these rates
with examples dated between late 1883 and late 1889.

Attention is drawn to the 10/-,3/- and two 6d impressions which are 'dated'. Each of the
platypus dies had three circular openings designed for the insertion of numerical dies that
give day, month and the first two digits of the year. Thus; 20, 4 and 87 indicate the date
of 20 April 1887. Only one set of platypus dies (and likely the date numerals) was
available, so that the impressions could only be embossed in Hobart. This system was
cumbersome and time-consuming and, starting about 1885, it was progressively
abandoned. Craig (1997) gives 1896 for the last known dated examples although Ihave
not seen any as late as this.

It is clear from the study of a large number of promissory notes with dated impressions,
that the embossed duty and dates were applied well ahead of the actual date of issue.
This is clear from the dated examples in Figure 1. The single 6d impression is dated 6
December 1886 but the issue date was 23 December 1886, for the 3/6 example the
impressions are dated 20 April 1887 but issued 6 June 1887, and for the 10/- example the
dates are 3 September 1883 and 16 November 1883. This would suggest that individual
banks (the examples shown are from banks in Launceston) held a supply of pre-stamped
promissory notes which, in some cases, were dated. The same applies to the earlier
colourless impressions of the platypus impressions but as these are difficult to reproduce
they have been omitted from the illustrations given in this account.

The piece illustrated in Figure 2 shows an undated 6d and a dated 1/6 (11 June 1888).
This perhaps indicates that the practice of dating 6d impressions ceased before that for
the 1/6 values. However, it is unclear why two separate impressions were used rather

61



Capital Philately

(~l~'~)b.···
~ ... ' ..

Figure 3 Increased duty on promissory notes (illustrations at 70% of original)
Top to bottom: 1/- on L29-10-11; 1/6 on L56-6-0; 7/6 on L360-15-7; and 9/6 on L460-

16-7
All of the impressions have undated slugs.

By this time sufficient embossing dies were available for most duty rates,
the exception is the rate of 9/6 which required two separate impressions.
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than a single one - the reason may be that the 2/- die (which Bassett Hull records as
ordered in 1880) had not arrived by this date.

Figure 2 Portion of a promissory note, with dated (11 June 1888), 1/6 impression and
undated 6d.

(illustration at 70% of original)

The Introduction of New Rates
The selection of promissory notes, illustrated in Figure 3, all have issues dates after early
1893. All of these have new and increased rates of duty. Analysis of these, and of other
examples in author's collection, indicate that by this time that the earlier rates had all
doubled. Thus, the lowest rate (for notes of less than L2S) had increased to 6d, that for
L2S-S0 to 1/- with the above LlOO rate at 1/- for each additional L100. None of the
examples have dated impressions, ie. the date slugs are blank.

Lacking written information on the dates for the increase in duty on promissory notes
(McMahon's account ceases for 1881), the introductory date can only be estimated from
the evidence of the promissory notes to hand. The last date at the old rate was for 11
December 1891 and the first at the new rate 13 June 1893. The likely date for the change
is thought to be either 1 January 1892 or 1 January 1893. The double strike of 9/- and 6d
in Figure 3 was necessary as there was never a die for the combined value of 9/6.

These examples of promissory notes demonstrate the value of the duty rates described by
McMahon for 1881. Clearly, the next step is to find and publish, the rates for subsequent
years. The challenge of tracking down such information is one of the attractions of
collecting revenue stamps for the Australian colonies.
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THE IMPRESSED DUTY STAMPS OF THE BRITISH COLONIAL EMPIRE
BY WILLIAM A. BARBER

The last twenty years have seen significant increase in the collection and exhibiting of
revenue stamps. This is certainly the case for the revenues of the Australian States both
for those issued before and after Federation. Progressively publications have appeared
that describe, or at least list, the revenue stamps of the individual states - the only
exception is for Victoria. However the detailed coverage for impressed duty stamps is
generally poor, here the exceptions are the publications of Delzme for Western Australia
Australia and by Craig for Tasmania. The situation is similar for other British
Commonwealth countries, for example the comprehensive catalogue by Barefoot does
not include impressed duty stamps. Against this background, the publication of
Impressed duty stamps of the British Colonial Empire by William Barber is a most
valuable addition to the literature on revenue stamps.

Barber defines impressed stamps as ' ... printed on the document itself by any process,
embossing or surface-printing, where the stamp had no prior existence previous to its
application or use'. A major category of impressed stamps are those that are embossed
with a raised design, these can either be colourless or coloured. Another group are
described as 'direct impressed', these are directly printed onto the document as an
integral part of the overall printing process, an example is the printing of duty paid
(usually with a value) onto cheques.

The publication by Barber is sub-titled 'preliminary listing'. The aim is to provide a
starting point from which collectors can contribute additional information. In general, the
coverage for the Australian States is based on already published accounts although the
listing for Victoria is new and based on information contributed by Max Hayes and Dave
Evans. There is ample scope for Australian collectors to provide additional detail.

The major value of the publication is that is heightens awareness of this neglected area
which is an important part of revenue collecting and exhibiting. It also provides a
framework classification which, hopefully, will act as a spur for Australian collectors to
provide additional information for Australian material of this kind. Even better would be
for Australian collectors to combine to publish a comprehensive listing for all Australiana
States. It is interesting to note that the Commonwealth Government of Australia has
never used impressed duty stamps in any significant way. William Barber would be
pleased to hear from any collector of Australia revenues who can provide additions to
this preliminary listing, either for the Australian States or for other areas of the British
Commonwealth. The only quibble I have with this most useful publication is the title as
'The British Colonial Empire', this seems an unfortunate as the monograph includes
examples of impressed devices used well after full independence from the United
Kingdom!

William Barber's address is 804, Sugar Maple Lane, Chesapeake, VA 23322, USA This
address can be used both to order copies of the study and to contribute additional
information. The publication comprises 164 pages, is profusely illustrated and with ring
binding; the cost is $US30.00 postage paid airmail from the USA.

Dingle Smith
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