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March 2017 – Editorial
Welcome to 2017 and another issue of Capital Philately. Firstly I’d like to thank Andrew Alwast for his efforts 
as Editor of Capital Philately. Not only in fulfilling the role of Editor, but also in contributing comprehensive 
articles during that period on the Philately of Poland; a series which I hope will be continued in the future.

In this issue we have a diverse range of articles, and I even take an unplanned philatelic journey myself.

This sparks a curious question - what is it that makes us collect? Both a specific topic or item, and the need to 
collect in general? In an old article I collected through the internet, after remembering a phrase from somewhere, 
I found this gem:

“Everybody collects something. Whether it be photographs of a person’s vacation, ticket stubs from 
ballgames, souvenirs of trips, pictures of one’s children... On the more formal side of “collecting,” 
it does seem that growing up we all collected something we made into a hobby. It could have begun 
with baseball cards, marbles or stamps. Then it moved on... Some collect for pure enjoyment – it’s 
fun. Some collect to expand their social lives, attending swap meets and exchanging information with 
like-minded souls. And still other folks collect to preserve the past, but there can be risk here... For 
some people collecting is simply the quest, in some cases a life-long pursuit that is never complete. 
Additional collector motivations include psychological security, filling a void in a sense of self.”

The psychology of collecting. By Mark B. McKinley, Ed.D. January 1, 2007

Whatever the reason, collecting satisfies a primal hunter/gatherer instinct within ourselves - the joy of discovering 
a new addition to our collection is like nothing else. I hope you enjoy this edition - Happy Collecting!

Machinations
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THE SHAKESPEARE AWARD
Ian McMahon

The Shakespeare Award is awarded by the ACT Philatelic Council on the basis of services to organised philately, 
especially in the ACT, distinguished philatelic study and research, and the promotion of philately and public 
dissemination of philatelic knowledge. The Award seeks to reward distinguished service to ACT philately as the 
Australian Capital Territory’s award for philatelic merit and is accompanied by a plaque.

The award is named after J W (‘Bill’) Shakespeare who was one of three brothers who were the sons of T M 
Shakespeare, the founder of The Canberra Times.  He was a leading force in the founding of the Philatelic 
Society of Canberra and the Society’s first Secretary/Treasurer/Exchange Superintendent and a former President 
of the Society.

To date there have been four awards, in 1995, 2000, 2004 and 2016.

The inaugural Shakespeare Award was awarded to Alan Salisbury in 1995. Alan Salisbury was a collector for 
close to 50 years and a philatelist for almost as long.  He was a member of the Philatelic Society of Canberra 
for 36 years, holding many positions on the executive of the Society including President and Treasurer.  He 
was a Member of the Australian Philatelic Order. He also served on the ACT Philatelic Council. Alan was a 
consummate philatelist, having formed important collections in the fields of postal history, postal stationery and 
cinderella philately. He was probably best known throughout Australia for his monthly column ‘Commonwealth 
Corner’ which ran for 14 years in Stamp News.  He was also the foundation editor of Capital Philately and wrote 
innumerable research articles for this and other specialised journals.

Shakespeare Award to Alan Salisbury.

Left to Right: Dorothy-Anne & Richard Gurevitch, Judy Kennett, Alf Davis, June Davis (front), 
Tui Dawes (back), Ed Druce, Edi Scheckenbach (back), Edith Scheckenback, Barbara Ross (back), 

Elspeth Bodley (2000 recipient), Doug Ross(back), Jean Salisbury, Bruce Parker (back), Alan Salisbury, 
Darryl Fuller (back), Ian McMahon, Ian Faber, Zena Puttock, Chris Puttock (front), Jenni Creagh (back), 

Peter Kunz, Hans Karman (front).
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The 2000 Shakespeare Award went to Elspeth Bodley.  Elspeth is a long standing member of the Philatelic 
Society of Canberra, holding many positions on the executive of the Society including President.  She was 
Secretary of the ACT Philatelic Council for many years and is currently the convener of the Society’s Postcard 
Group and Secretary of the Canberra Stampshow 2018 Committee.  Her collecting interests have included postal 
history and postcards and she is a National Judge in postcards.

The 2004 Shakespeare Award went to Dingle Smith. Dingle 
has been a member of the Philatelic Society of Canberra 
for more than 30 years and a member of the ACT Philatelic 
Council since its inception in 1980. He has held a number 
of positions in both organisations including President and 
has been a member of the organising committee of major 
Philatelic Exhibitions in Canberra since 1982.  He is a 
National and International judge. He is a Fellow of the 
Australian Philatelic Order. Dingle has been a prolific writer 
on philatelic subjects and has published over 50 articles 
on a wide range of subjects including revenues and postal 
stationery and has been the editor of Capital Philately. 

The 2016 Shakespeare Award went to Ed Cummings.  Ed 
has been a stamp dealer and auctioneer in Canberra for over 
40 years, establishing his company Edlins in 1976.  The 
Edlins Stamp Shop is now the only surviving stamp shop 
in Canberra.  He is a long standing member of Australasian 
Philatelic Traders’ Association Inc, and a member, 
representing stamp dealers, of the ACT Philatelic Council.  
See Capital Philately 34, No.1. 

CANBERRA STAMPSHOW 2018
16-18 March 2018

Venue: Hellenic Club, Woden, Canberra

Half National Exhibition
Classes:  Traditional

  Modern

  Thematic 

  Youth

  Topical

  FDC

  Cinderellas

  Open

Dingle Smith, recipient of the 2004 Shakespeare 
Award with his grandson Chris.
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Canberra Covered    Number 2: The Canberra – Remembering Four Ships
Michael Moore with Frank Adamik

Introduction

This is the second article in a series all based on, or suggested by, philatelic covers, such as that at Figure 1, 
itself a memory of HMAS Canberra (see below). Of course, complete naval history accounts of the four ships 
named Canberra would include full details such as engineering and armament specifications. But this is not such 
an account. It has brief snapshots of each ship in an article of local, Canberra, interest whose focus is partly 
philatelic.

The philatelic interest of this article has been provided particularly by Frank Adamik.  

Figure 1.

Frank Adamik

Frank Adamik is a member of the Philatelic Society of Canberra. He was born in Sydney in 1943. After 
completing School at Waverley College, he was employed as a clerk at Garden Island Dockyard. This began 
a lifelong interest in Australian naval history. He moved to Canberra in 1970 and was shortly employed as a 
Clerical Officer, eventually retiring as an Assistant Security Officer, at Defence HQ, Russell Offices.

Frank had begun collecting philatelic covers in the 1950s and then began designing his own, soon semi-
commercially, as ‘Wombeyn Covers’. The name was intended to be ‘Wombeyan’, but a printer made a mistake 
in the initial order, so Frank decided to adopt the new name.

In Canberra, Frank joined the ACT Chapter of the Naval Historical Society of Australia, serving variously as 
Treasurer and President. He is now a Life Member. Frank also has a collecting interest in signatures and has 
blended this with his publishing of philatelic covers. 

HMAS Canberra

(This ship was never Canberra I, though the numeral is sometimes useful to differentiate it. She was, and 
remains, His Majesty’s Australian Ship Canberra.)
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HMAS Canberra (D33) was a heavy cruiser, built at Clydebank, Scotland, in 1925-1927. She was commissioned 
on 9 July 1928. The name, opposed by some in the Admiralty, was no doubt occasioned by the opening of the 
Australian Federal Parliament House in Canberra in 1927.

In the early stages of World War 2 she was mainly used for convoy and escort duties in the Pacific and Indian 
Oceans. In April 1942 she joined the Australian, British and US Task Force 44, initially commanded by Rear 
Admiral John Crace.

(John, ‘Jack’, Crace was born in Gungahlin, then NSW, now ACT, in 1887. The suburb of Crace, ACT, is 
actually named for his father, Edward Kendall Crace, an original settler in the area. Its street names are all 
colonial parishes or land divisions.)

In August 1942, HMAS Canberra in Task Force 44 
was supporting the US ground attack on Japanese bases 
on Guadalcanal (Solomon Islands) at Savo Island. 
In the early morning, in darkness, on 9 August, they 
were surprised by a large Japanese naval force. In 
the ensuing battle, possibly the worst ever ‘US’ naval 
defeat in open waters, three US cruisers (USS Quincey, 
Vincennes and Astoria) were sunk. Canberra was so 
disabled by Japanese gunfire and torpedoes that she was 
unmanouverable. She was evacuated and scuttled by US 
destroyers. Of 819 personnel, 74 were killed in the battle 
and ten later died of wounds. The remainder, including 
106 wounded, were successfully evacuated.

HMAS Canberra Memorial

A memorial to HMAS Canberra was constructed on Lake Burley Griffin, adjacent to the National Carillon. The 
memorial is shown as Figure 2. It includes explanatory plaques and a naval anchor and section of cable similar 
to those carried on the Canberra. It was officially opened on 9 August 1981 by Rear Admiral Sir Anthony 
Synnot RAN.

Frank’s cover for the 
occasion is shown as 
Figure 3. It is signed by 
Sir Anthony Synott, Chief 
of Defence Force Staff 
(1979-1982). Anthony 
Synnot’s first ship had 
been HMAS Canberra 
where he was promoted 
Sub-Lieutenant in 1940.

Each year a remembrance 
ceremony is held at the 
memorial on the weekend 
nearest to 9 August.

Figure 3 (Left).

Figure 2.
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Figure 1

Frank made several covers commemorating the 69th Anniversary of the First RAN Fleet entry into Sydney 
Harbour on 4 October 1913. Figures 1 and 5 are among these. Frank’s covers are cancelled on the next PO 
opening day, this one with a pictorial postmark of ‘Canberra City’.

The Figure 1 cover showing HMAS Canberra was signed by Admiral Sir Victor Smith. Victor Trumper Smith’s 
(after his uncle, Victor Trumper) first ship, in 1931 as a Cadet Midshipman, was HMAS Canberra. He was 
posted back to Canberra as a Lieutenant, aircraft observer, and was on the ship at the Battle of Savo Island. He 
went on to be ‘the father of the RAN Fleet Air Arm’, the first RAN full Admiral, and Chairman Chiefs of Staff 
Committee (1970-1975).

USS Canberra

My sources indicate that United States 
Ship Canberra was, and remains, 
the only US naval vessel ever named 
in honour of a foreign ship or with 
the name of a foreign capital city. To 
substantiate this one would need a 
list of all the tens of thousands of US 
naval vessels and an encyclopedic 
knowledge of US prominent citizens, 
cities, places and events. If the claim 
is true it is a most singular (in this 
case literally) distinction. The USS 
Canberra name also ‘bridges’ the first 
two RAN ships Canberra.

USS Canberra was built in Massachusetts in 1941-1943. Her intended name was changed, in October 1942, to 
Canberra on the direct order of President Roosevelt in honour of HMAS Canberra. She performed many duties 
in the Pacific and Indian Oceans during World War 2, and was badly damaged by a torpedo in October 1944. She 
was towed for repair eventually to Boston, but was placed in the Reserve (‘mothball’) fleet in 1947.

From 1952 to 1956 she was converted to a guided missile heavy cruiser. She took part in the Cuban quarantine 
in 1962 and had five deployments to the Vietnam area. She was decommissioned in 1970. Her ship’s bell is on 
display at the Australian Maritime Museum, Sydney.

There are extensive accounts, often profusely illustrated, of most US naval vessels on the internet. An official 
US Navy photo is at Figure 4. This shows USS Canberra (CAG 2) as a guided missile cruiser at sea during the 
Cuban missile crisis on 28 October 1962.

HMAS Canberra II

HMAS Canberra II (FFG 02) was the second of six Adelaide Class guided missile frigates built for the RAN. 
She was constructed in Seattle, USA,1976-1978, and officially named in 1977. Although none of my sources 
mention this, I assume that the name was ‘available’ again only after the decommissioning of USS Canberra, 
lest there be two naval ships of the same name operating simultaneously.

Canberra II’s duties were those of a (technically) peacetime vessel: patrolling, intercepting illegal fishers and 
people smugglers, and including deployments to the Western Indian Ocean and the Persian Gulf. Her ship’s 
company was granted Freedom of the City of Canberra in May 1982 and exercised this right five times until 
2005. The ship was decommissioned in November 2005. In 2009 she was sunk off Ocean Grove Victoria as an 
artificial reef and dive site.

Figure 4.
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Figure 5.

Frank Adamik published the cover commemorating the HMAS Canberra II, shown as Figure 5. This example 
was then used also to mark the Anniversary of the RAN Fleet’s entry to Sydney on 4 October 1913. It is 
cancelled, appropriately, at the Australian War Memorial, Canberra.

HMAS Canberra II was due to arrive in Sydney in March 1982. Hence Australia Post and the Philatelic Society 
of Canberra deemed it a suitable image for a postmark for the Society’s Second National Philatelic Convention. 
The Society’s Souvenir Cover, with the postmark, is shown as Figure 6. The ship is obviously Canberra II 
although no number is shown. 

Figure 6.
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Digression – Philatelic Conventions

Newer members of the Society, and non-members who may read this Journal, might wonder at the name ‘Second 
National Philatelic Convention’. The Philatelic Society of Canberra held its first stamp show for several years 
on 25-26 October 1980. It was a boom time for philately and the Society had special ambitions for its 50th  
Anniversary in 1982. It planned to host a series of two yearly exhibitions and to begin publication of this journal.

The 1980 stamp event was somewhat experimental with no competitive exhibits. It was rather to gain experience 
and finance for the major national stamp shows/exhibitions to begin in 1982. With this uncertainty over the 
philatelically ‘proper’ naming for the 1980 event, it was given a name deemed suitable for the National Capital: 
the First National Philatelic Convention. The name, and the numbering, survive to this day. 

Figure 7.

A detailed account of the Conventions is Dingle Smith’s ‘CANBERRA SHOWS 1980 – 2010  Exhibiting, 
Innovation and Reminiscences’ (Capital Philately, Vol. 28, No. 1&2, pp. 11-19). Several types of overprinted 
PSEs, Postcards and Souvenir Covers were published and sold very profitably.  An example of one type of these 
philatelic souvenirs is shown as Figure 7. The postmark (the National Carillon) and the stamp (the High Court 
Building – opened 1980) are of relevance to this article as the HMAS Canberra Memorial, opened the next year, 
faces both across the Lake.

HMAS Canberra III

HMAS Canberra III (LO2) was built for the RAN in Spain 2008-2011 and Commissioned in November 2014. 
She was given the pennant number LO2 corresponding to the frigate Canberra II. 

Canberra III is technically a Landing Helicopter Dock (LHD) ship required by the RAN for multi-tasking. She 
can, if so deployed, carry a military force of 1,000 with all their stores, weapons and vehicles. She can land 
vehicles directly onto suitable shorelines. She is also suitable for emergency relief work for which she was used 
in Fiji after a cyclone in February 2016.

Her own crew is only 358, but she is the largest by far of all RAN ships to date. Her beam and her displacement 
are both approximately half as much again as the RAN’s two previous largest ships, the aircraft carriers Sydney 
III and Melbourne II. She is shown as Figure 8.
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Figure 8.

Freedom of the City

The crew of HMAS Canberra III was granted Freedom of Entry to the City of Canberra in November 2015. 
Figure 9 shows Frank Adamik’s Souvenir Cover to mark the event. Frank has used a suitably themed, then 
current, stamp and his local LPO.

Figure 9. 

The cover is signed by Captain Christopher Smith. Frank tells me that Captain Smith is a local of Canberra. 
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However, his official RAN Record of Service (posted on the internet) is silent on his pre-service history. He 
graduated from the RAN College in 1989, and his early career included a period as Lieutenant, Navigating 
Officer, on HMAS Canbera II.

Our city should know more of the four ships named in its honour.

Notes

No doubt, since this is Canberra, some readers will question the punctuation of ships’ names. Numerous sources, 
including official naval sources, use a variety of conventions, not always internally consistent. Some italicise, 
some use upper case for, the entire names including any numbering. I have used the Australian Government 
Style Manual convention of italics for only ships’ names, then upper case Roman numerals where required. 

Figure 2: en.wikipedia.org/wiki/HMAS_Canberra(D33)#/media/File:HMAS_Canberra_Memorial_May_2015.jpg

Figure 4: Cruiser Photo Index CA-70/CAG-2 USS Canberra  http://www.navsource.org/archives/04/070/04010225.jpg

Figure 8: military-today.com/navy/canberra_class.htm

A Coincidence

Our Editor, Jenni Creagh, was in Sydney in February 2017 and saw HMAS Canberra III and HMAS Adelaide 
III in the harbour. She took the photograph shown as Figure 10.

The RAN ordered two LHD ships. The Canberra was completed and commissioned first. Hence other ships of 
this type would be ‘Canberra Class’. Earlier, the frigate HMAS Adelaide II had been commissioned first and so 
HMAS Canberra II was an ‘Adelaide Class’ ship. For further confusion, HMAS Adelaide III has the pennant 
number 01 in memory of its frigate namesake.

Jenni’s photo is a partial stern image. It shows the huge stern ramp through which heavy amphibious vehicles 
can be disembarked and re-embarked even at sea.

Figure 10.

HMAS Canberra L02 and her sister ship HMAS Adelaide L01, commissioned December 2015 (background) - 
Look at the buildings to the rear of the Canberra for scale. 

Photo: Jenni Creagh, Sydney, Feb 2017
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Two new Australian Stamp Variations catalogues
David Mallen

ASV Cat Review (V1au) : 01-17 

Two new Australian Stamp Variations catalogues 
 
Stamp author, David Mallen, has just updated and published two new 
catalogues.  His 1966 – 2010 edition has been updated as a result of 
feedback from collectors and dealers.  It was first published in 2011 and 
again in 2015 when it was uploaded to online publisher blurb.com.  In 
this new 2016 edition 50 pages have had minor corrections and 
additions.  The Minisheets and Prestige Booklet Pages (PBP) have 
been separated (as suggested by PBP collectors) and the Specials 
section has been updated.  Some definitions in the Glossary have also 
been refined. 
 
The main variations listed are: 

 Blocks, Strips & Pairs 
 Decorative Gutters 
 Image 
 Imperforate 
 Minisheets 
 Overprints 
 Paper 

 

 Perforation 
 Prestige Booklet Pages 
 Self-adhesive 
 Sheetlets 
 Size 
 Tabs 
 Specials 

 
What an excellent reference for the serious Australian collector who is interested in more than 
just one gummed sheet stamp of each issue.  Many of the variations listed are hard to find in 
other ‘commercial’ catalogues, price lists, stamp bulletins or websites.  Ever wondered when 
that different perforation was released?  The answer is easily found in this catalogue as every 
decimal perf variation is listed.  The same goes for the other types of variations.  I had never 
heard of some of the image and size variations! 
 
The Specials section is for the unusual variations, including reprints of pre-decimal stamps.  I 
had no idea so many pre-decimal stamps have been reprinted and released since 1966!  This is 
the only list of pre-decimal reprints that I have seen.  The Appendix contains a Glossary and 
interesting details and a graph of the number of variations released each year.  The increase 
since 2004 is remarkable. 
 
The new 2011 – 2015 catalogue is co-authored by Noela Dodd and 
follows-on from the 2010 catalogue.  It replaces and updates the 2011 – 
2014 edition.  It has the same list of variations as the 2010 catalogue 
except that Paper has been transferred to the Specials section.  There is 
also a new Printed Perforations section for this new variation that first 
appeared for decimal stamps in 2013.  An interesting list of Variation 
‘Firsts’ appears in the Appendix.  It is amazing what innovative ways 
Australia Post is releasing postage stamps these days.  I didn’t realise 
some stamps have been made of wood and others printed on silk fabric! 
 
The last page of the 2011 – 2015 catalogue has a graph that is ‘shocking’.  It shows the number 
of variations released in the 5 years 2001-2005 was 853 and this jumped to 2898 for the next 5 
year period 2006-2010!  And it has remained above 2800 since then. 
 
These 2 catalogues supersede all previous editions and they are available from the 
au.blurb.com online bookstore (search for “asvcat”) and selected stamp dealers.  
David also has a range of free publications on his website www.asv.net.au. 
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Jubaland – A Short Philatelic Life
Peter Kunz

Italian Jubaland derives its name from the Jubba River and is located in eastern Africa. Jubaland was in the late 
19th and early 20th centuries, part of British East Africa and from 1920 Kenya. 

Jubaland was ceded to Italy in 1925, as a reward for the Italians having joined the Allies in World War 1 and had 
a brief existence as the Italian colony of Trans Juba (Oltre Giuba) under Governor (16 July 1924 – 31 December 
1926) Corrado Zoli (1877–1951). 

Britain retained control of the southern half of the partitioned Jubaland territory, which was later called 
the Northern Front District (NFD).

Jubaland was then incorporated into neighbouring Italian Somaliland on 30 June 1926. The colony had a total 
area of 87,000 km2 (33,000 sq mi), and in 1926, a population of 120,000 inhabitants.

In the capital Kismayo (Italian name: Chisimaio), there was a very little group of Italian settlers mostly merchants. 
During this period, the city was the third largest in Somalia and served as a port of call for small military ships.

On 1 July 1960, Jubaland, along with the rest of Italian Somaliland and British Somaliland became part of the 
independent republic of Somalia.

Kismayo is in the south of Somalia. It is the capital of Lower Juba state and has over 200,000 inhabitants.

Recent unrest in the Jubaland region has resulted in the inhabitants obtaining some autonomy within Somalia.

Stamp issues

Italy issued its first stamps for Jubaland on July 29, 1925, consisting of contemporary Italian stamps overprinted 
Oltre Giuba (Trans-Juba). The same process was followed for the Italian commemorative issues of the time – 
the Victor Emmanuel issue, the St. Francis issue. 

On April 21, 1926, Italy issued a set of seven stamps printed specifically for the colony, depicting a map of the 
territory and inscribed Commissariato Genle/Dell’ Oltre Giuba, then on June 1 the omnibus Colonial Institute 
issue included a set inscribed Oltre Giuba.

The Stanley Gibbons Stamps of the World Catalogue lists 41 stamps issued for Jubaland in its general listing. 
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There are also express letter stamps (2), a set of parcel post stamps (13) postage due stamps (10). A total of 66 
stamps.

All used stamps have a relatively high minimum price, none being listed for less than 1 Pound. Mint issues are 
cheaper. The most expensive set is the parcel post issue, which depicts the Italian parcel post stamps of 1925 
with the overprint OLTRE GIUBA.

As usual for remote colonies of brief existence, genuine usages on cover are seldom seen.

Italian colonial Giubaland flag

SG 1 - 1925

SG 58-61 - First specific colonial issue – 1926
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Further examples from StampWorldHistory.com
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Postcard showing transportation of bananas in Giuba (1935)

City of Kismayo today

References: Wikipedia, general news sites about Somalia, StampWorldHistory
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China 2016 Asian International Stamp Exhibition - Nanning
Darryl Fuller

I was fortunate to attend most of the National and International exhibitions in 2016. Mostly I paid my own way 
although I was one of three commissioners for New York 2016 and I judged in Thailand which is always an 
enjoyable experience. However, the exhibition I was really looking forward to last year was the one in Nanning.

The last exhibition of 2016 was held in the city of Nanning in China and was a delightful exhibition. Nanning 
has a population of about 7.5 million people and is a relatively attractive city with a large park (13.5 square 
kilometres) at its centre based on a large hill. It is always a challenge going to a city where very few people 
speak English (and I don’t speak Chinese) 
as you are taken out of your comfort 
zone, especially at restaurants. Despite 
this, all the Australians who attended the 
exhibition, whether officially involved 
or not, were well looked after by the 
exhibition and I would like to thank them 
for their hospitality. The exhibition was 
held over 5 days from 2-6 December 
in a large convention centre near the 
exhibition hotel. Security was very tight 
with everyone going through a metal 
detector and being frisked every time you 
entered. 

The exhibition was always well attended 
with tens of thousands of people going 
through each day. Stamp collecting is 
very popular in China and I am sure China 
Post did well out of sales. Australia Post 
also had a well placed stand and Figure 
1 is a shot of the Australia Post stand on 
the last day of the show. The stands at 
the exhibition had very few dealers but 
many postal administrations and all the 

regions of China had stands where they sold 
postal stationery, much of it pre-stamped and 
in a huge variety of formats. The individual 
regions cannot produce their own stamps but 
can produce postal stationery and they all seem 
to take advantage of it. You could have bought 
literally hundreds of pieces from individual 
small cards through to a whole book with the 
72 disciples of Confucius as individual tear out 
cards. Figure 2 illustrates one of the folders 
from the Himalayan region which folds out to 
four cards with a panorama of the Himalayas 
- they are similar to instalment cards.

Figure 1: Australia Post Stand

Figure 2: Himalayan Card Folder
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I attended as an exhibitor, but Australia 
was lucky enough to have four judges plus 
an apprentice which shows the benefits of 
Australians continuing to attend exhibitions 
in Asia. The exhibits were well spaced and 
easy to look at, and were quite popular with 
the Chinese collectors, as shown in Figure 3. 
There was a fairly constant flow of people 
viewing, not just the Chinese exhibits but 
many others as well. Thematics is a very 
popular class in China.

Australia had two entrants in the 
Championship Class (for exhibits that have 
won three large gold medals internationally) 
and both were nominated for the Grand Prix 
D’honneur. They were Russell Boylan with 
his “St Vincent – The De La Rue Period” 
and myself for my “Leeward Islands Postal 
Stationery”. I was voted the best exhibit and 

I was very proud in becoming the fourth Australian to have won a Grand Prix at FIAP. Figure 4 shows me 
receiving the grand award, a very attractive polished stone that weighed in at about 8 kilograms. The exhibition 
very kindly said they would post it to me but I decided that it was too precious and carried it as [very heavy] 
hand luggage.

I must thank Mr Li Zhi Fei, or Frank to his friends, 
for all the work he and many helpers did in relation 
to the exhibition. Frank is a postal stationery collector 
and judge and collects the stationery of a number of 
Australian Colonies, New Zealand and Albania. He is 
putting together some impressive collections and it is 
nice to see a Chinese collector who doesn’t specialise in 
China. Overall an excellent and friendly exhibition that 
was enjoyed by all who attended from other countries. 
I can commend attending a stamp exhibition in China 
as they are a very different experience from Australian 
exhibitions. The next one is slated to be a full world 
exhibition in Beijing in 2019. I will certainly try to attend.

Figure 4: Darryl Fuller receiving the Grand Prix 
D’Honneur at China 2016 for his exhibit Leeward 

Islands Postal Stationery

Figure 3: Exhibition Hall
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POSTMARKED HISTORY - My Approach to Collecting Covers
Frank Adamik

I love covers and have been collecting them for over sixty years. I started collecting covers, as a youth, in the 
late 1950s while then living in Sydney. I began collecting covers at a time when cover collecting was not at all 
popular.

Like almost all young collectors of that era I started to collect stamps (with the encouragement of my father who 
was a keen collector himself) but found out very early in my collecting history that I developed a great interest 
in philatelic covers. These envelopes were able to convey so much more information than the simple postage 
stamp, so I became hooked!

There are many different types of covers - first day covers, airmail flown and other special flight covers, 
commemorative/souvenir special event covers, postmark covers, etc, all of which can be looked at as 
POSTMARKED HISTORY.

This is the first of a series of articles that I plan to write for Capital Philately (should the editor think them 
worthy) illustrating some of the covers that I have created, acquired, or am aware of: that illustrate and support 
my claim that covers are indeed POSTMARKED HISTORY.

I will commence my journey into Postmarked History with two Postal and Numismatic covers, (or Postal 
Numismatic Covers (PNCs)), both of which have a military theme - The Gallipoli 1915 issue with the Liverpool, 
NSW, National First Day of Issue postmark and the 2016 Remembrance Day PNC with the Canberra, ACT, Lest 
We Forget postmark. The Gallipoli 2015 PNC also has the Perth Stamp and Coin Show 2015 overprint added. 
Even so, both are standard PNCs of which there are many hundreds in collections.

The added extra with these two PNCs, which 
brings them into the Postmarked History category 
(in my opinion), is that they have been signed 
by Dr Brendan Nelson AO, the director of the 
Australian War Memorial. A most fitting addition, 
would you not agree? Dr Nelson’s signature was 
obtained after his talk to Members of the Canberra 
Labor Club, Belconnen during their Devonshire 
Tea Morning last December. The two PNCs and 
a photograph of Dr Nelson holding the PNCs are 
illustrated in figures 1, 2 and 3.

I like to have my covers signed by an appropriate 
person whenever I can: a person with a connection 
to the cover, stamp, or event commemorated by the 
cover, and this is what I managed to achieve on this 
occasion. I never miss the opportunity to obtain 
an appropriate signature when that opportunity 
presents itself.

The added interest of such a signature on a cover is 
a major plus as far as I am concerned, and I like to 
achieve this extra feature as often as I can.

I  will visit this aspect of cover collecting again in 
future articles. 
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Figure 3: 2016 Remembrance Day PNC with the Canberra, ACT, Lest We Forget postmark. 

Figure 2: The Gallipoli 1915 issue with the Liverpool, NSW, National First Day of Issue postmark and Perth 
Stamp and Coin Show 2015 overprint.
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Queensland Railways Use Of Coloured Shell Series Postcards To Advertise Tourist 
Excursions

Ian McMahon

In the 1910s, Queensland Railway advertised their tourist excursion trains to travellers from southern states 
arriving by steamer into Queensland ports by using postcards produced by the Coloured Shell Series. 

During this period steamers of the Australasian United Steam Navigation Co (AUSN Co) were an important means 
of transport for passengers from Melbourne and Sydney to Brisbane and to the other ports on the Queensland 
coast including Cairns.  While the Sydney to Brisbane railway lines were completed in 1888 (with a change 
of train and gauge at Wallangarra), the Brisbane to Cairns railway was not opened until 1924 as railways in 
Queensland were all built from the ports to the interior. The steamers therefore had no rail competition whatever 
on their services from Sydney northwards, and although the Brisbane-Sydney line was opened in 1888, it was 
some time before the railway offered serious opposition.

The Coloured Shell Series of Queensland Post Cards describes what has been known about these cards:

For at least four tourist seasons, between 1909 and 1912, Queensland Railways handed out special versions of 
Shell cards to passengers on board Australasian United Steam Navigation Company coastal ships to promote 
day trips to Toowoomba or Gympie during their stay in Brisbane. The backs were created by sticking an extra 
printed sheet over the existing card. Cards treated in this way are known only for Gympie (one) and Toowoomba 
(several different views). Either the paper or the gum used for the backing was not high quality and it is difficult 
to find a card without traces of rusting. Whether the backing sheet was affixed locally is not known - it is more 
than likely, given the deterioration of the paper. 

The Book illustrates the front and back of three of the cards distributed to passengers on the SS Wyreema and 
SS Wyandra advertising cheap excursion trains to Toowoomba and Gympie. (The SS Wyreema and SS Wyandra 
entered service in 1908 and 1902 respectively running weekly passenger and freight service between Melbourne 
and Brisbane with both being retired in 1926).  

I recently acquired seven cards showing views of Cairns and the Cairns-Kuranda Railway 1891 all of which 
had an advertisement (Figure 1) on the reverse advertising a “Special Tourist’s Train” for passengers from the 
Southern States by SS Wyreema on Thursday 9 July 1908, First Class for 4/9.  The Cairns to Kuranda train 
which passes the Barron Falls remains a popular tourist train today. The seven views are:

Kamerunga State Nursery Cairns 

No 4 Tunnel Cairns Railway

Abbott Street Cairns
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Robbs Monument Cairns Railway

Barron Falls Station, Cairns Railway

The Parade, Cairns

Kuranda Station, Cairns Railway (Figure 2).

Reference

The Coloured Shell Series of Queensland Post Cards The Queensland Card Collectors’ Society Inc 2009 
        pages 39-40

Figure 1

Figure 2
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Ahead of their Time - Scott Sisters Postcards
Jenni Creagh

This new set of postcards produced by the Australian Museum features rare and inticate butterfly and moth 
watercolours, illustrated by Harriet and Helena Scott in the 1800s. The collection of their works and specimens 
are held in the Australian Museum archives and are the focus of the current exhibition “Transformations: The 
Art of the Scott Sisters” (7 February - 25 June 2017). 

While the work of the sisters themselves has not been used for the printing of Australian Stamps, there are I 
discovered, other illustrations by the sisters that were produced specifically for Christmas Cards - the first of 
their kind to be appear in Australia.

While collecting postcards is only a minor hobby of mine, when my interest 
in Natural History collides with the Philatelic I am at once drawn to know 
more. This idea for an article blossomed in early February when I attended the 
members’ opening night of the exhibition at the Australian Museum; the night 
after seeing Sir David Attenborough talk at the State Theatre. The exhibition 
is delightfully presented, showing the notebooks and specimens collected by 
the sisters as well as some of the finished art. 

While the sisters were far ahead of their time, being acknowleged experts in 
a male dominated field, it was a single reference that piqued my curiosity. 
A printed quote from Harriet Scott upon the wall of the exhibition drew me 
instantly closer and needing to discover further chapters in the story.

“I have had such a lot to do about the house... that I have not 
been able to gaze at my stamp book and play on the paino yet. 
I wish houses and servants did not exist, or that breakfasts, 
dinners and teas were never required, and then I could have 
a lot of time to enjoy myself.” 

 ~ Harriet Scott, 1865, in a letter to Edward Ramsay (Curator 
Australian Museum 1874-1894).

Given that Postage Stamps had only been out for 25 years at this 
stage, here was a woman philatelist and illustrator who would, 
along with her sister Helena, leave us a philatelic legacy of their 
own.

The Scott collection came to the Australian Museum as a bulk 
purchase in 1884, including notebooks, sketches, detail studies, 
correspondence and the finished artworks. Alas the stamp collection 
was not part of this largesse.

Left: Helena Forde (Scott) Australian Christmas Card. 
Published by Turner and Henderson in 1879.



Volume 35, No.1.  23

PastCards

Left & Above: Australian Museum Postcard Series Cover 
card and reverse. Postcards were printed as a perforated 

sequence as shown on top of previous page.

Alexander Walker Scott

On November 10th 1800, Alexander Walker Scott was born to Dr Helenus Scott and Augusta Maria (nee 
Frederick) in Bombay, India. He was the second oldest of the six children. 

In 1827 AW Scott arrived in NSW with the intention of becoming a merchant trader. His ambition was short 
lived due to financial misfortune, as were his two later voyages with this aim. He did however have some small 
success that saw him acquire land at Ash Island near Hexham on the Hunter River. It was to this location that 
he returned in 1831 with his mother and sister, and it 
became his primary residence. He continued to spend 
some time in Sydney, for business and to spend time with 
Harriet Calcott whom he met in 1829, and married in 
1846. Harriet already had 2 daughters (Frances Stirling 
and Mary Ann King), but bore Alexander two more; 
Harriet (1830) and Helena (1832).

Alexander acquired other properties in the Hunter region 
and spent a great deal of time and effort to improve the 
industrial and commercial infrastructure of the area. As a 
result he also served time as a politician, but unfortunately 
due to the depression of  the 1840s and subsequent events 
he became bankrupt after trying to bolster the regional 
economy out of his personal resources. This resulted in 
the sale of Ash Island and his move back to Sydney with   
Mary Ann and his daughter Harriet in 1866, his wife 
having passed away in the previous year.

Right: Common Brown Butterfly  
Heteronymphia merope merope, 

previously Hipparchia merope, Donovan.
Helena Forde (nee Scott).
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Entomology

The love of Natural History was integral to AW Scott as 
he had grown up in India learning from his father who 
was a physician and botanist. His father also taught 
him to observe fine deatils and reproduce them as both 
drawings and paintings. In turn Alexander passed these 
skills on to his own children. 

The passion for insects and move to a new country with 
many undescribed species further focussed AW Scott’s 
passion and led ultimately to his publication of Australian 
Lepidoptera and Their Transformations in 1864. The 
illustrations done by his daughters were an integral 
and (suprisingly) credited part of that work. AW Scott 

published several other papers on butterflies and moths, 
but sadly passed away in 1883 before the second volume 
of Australian Lepidoptera was published. This was 
produced in five parts by the Australian Museum, co-
edited by Helena, between 1890 and 1898.

Top: Emperor Moth
Opodiphthera eucalypti, 

previously Hyalophora eucalypti, Scott.
Harriet Scott.

Above: Helena Emperor Moth  
Opodipthera helena, 

previously Hyalophora morsitans.
Helena Forde (nee Scott).

Left: Tailed Emperor Butterfly  
Charaxes sempronius, 

previously Charaxes australia, Swainson.
Helena Forde (nee Scott).
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Helena and Harriet

When Harriet and Helena moved from Sydney out to Ash 
Island in 1846 they were immersed in the rich bushland of 
the Hunter River estuary. For the next twenty years they 
worked with their father to systematically record the flora 
and fauna of the island. The emphasis was on the moths 
and butterflies, but all manner of observations, sketches 
and measurements are recorded in the meticulous field 
notebooks that they kept.

AW Scott was exceedingly proud of the work carried out 
by Harriet and Helena and was often heard to cite his 
“clever daughters” as the artists and contributors to his 
publications. This was highly unusual in a time where 

there was a distinct line between the expected roles of 
men and women, even in the colonies.  This work became 
vital to the family later as their financial hardship forced 
the sisters to seek payment for their work which was 
socially ignominious, but desperately needed.

Top: Lily Caterpillar
Spodoptera picta, 

previously Polia festiva, Donovan.
Harriet Scott.

Above: White-stemmed Gum Moth  
Chelepteryx collesi, 

previously Chelepteryx collesi, Gray.
Harriet Scott.

Right:Emperor Moth,  
Synthera janetta, 

previously Antheraea janetta.
Harriet Scott.
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When the manuscript was published and their work 
reviewed by prominent natural historian William 
Swainson (who had originally described some of the 
species featured), he described it as equal to that of any 
artist of that time. 

“every tuft of hair in the caterpillar, the silken webs 
of the cocoon, or the delicate and often intricate 
pencillings on the wings of a moth, stand out with a 
prominence of relief which it is perfectly impossible 
to reproduce by simple water colours ...”

Harriet and Helena were made honorary members of the 
Entomological Society of NSW and were engaged to 
produce illustrations for other publications. 

With the death of their father, the sisters were determined 
to see that his life’s work was completed and published.  
As times changed it became slightly more acceptable 
to be seen as a female professional paid artist, and the 
sisters continued to illustrate natural history subjects for 
the remainder of their lives. 

Cards from the Past

As illustrated at the beginning of this article, the Scott sisters are credited with designing the first christmas cards 
to be printed with an Australian Design, although they were printed in London, rather than in Sydney. In 1879 
Turner and Henderson commissioned Helena Forde 
(Scott) to produce 12 cards with wildflower designs. The 
following year, Harriet was commissioned to create the 
second series.

While writing the text to accompany these postcards I 
wondered how such amazing detail was transformed 
from the original art into the plates for a book - or 
for a postcard or christmas card for that matter. The 
chromolithographic process is intriguing, and one which 
I feel I will be investigating in the near future.

References:

The Australian Museum, Sydney. Exhibition, website 
and App “The Art of Science”.

Early Australian Christmas Cards, Michael Aitken, La 
Trobe Journal , December 2009. http://latrobejournal.
slv.vic.gov.au/latrobejournal/issue/latrobe-84/t1-g-t2.
html#n5

Left: Saunder’s Case Moth  
Metura elongatus, 

previously Oiketicus nigripennis, Scott.
Helena Forde (nee Scott).
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2017 Machins - The Start of the 50th Anniversary
Jenni Creagh

This year marks the 50th anniversary of the iconic Machin design. 
As such we expect to see plenty of new material to celebrate this 
event and perhaps also a retrospective (although unlikely to re-
print old issues).

65th Anniversary of the Accession of Her Majesty The 
Queen.

The first Machin to be issued for 2017 celebrates the 65th 
Anniversary of the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II. 

Issue Date: 6 February 2017 Catalogue Code: FS551

A Sapphire Blue £5 High Value Definitive, with an iridescent overprint featuring the legend: ‘65th Anniversary 
of Accession’. 

Not being a Machin collector, I hadn’t expected the 
fuss that this issue was going to cause on several 
bulletin boards. The high value Machins have not 
been seen for many years due to labels being a more 
convenient way of paying the tarriff on larger (more 
expensive) items. Yet here we have an issue that is 
once again in the large format. 

The first issue that arises is the classification - is it 
a definitive or a commemorative? The subject, the 
irridescent ink and margin printing  would suggest the 
latter, while the Royal Mail description and inclusion 
of year within the irridescent seems to specify the 
former.

The next question that arises is how to obtain one... 
and apparently going to the Post office is not the 
answer. Apparently only 27 post offices in GB will 
have them for sale. 

Finally will there be any of these genuinely used on mail at the correct rate?

65th Accession Anniversary Presentation Pack: FP016
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New Machin Definitives 2017 

Issue Date: 21 March 2017 Catalogue code: DP068

Five new Machins are released this March. These like most other stamp issues can be procured in a number of 
formats and include a presentation pack.

It appears from the promotional photographs on the Royal Mail website that there has been some economy in 
the issues of Machins thus far for 2017. Each Presentation Pack comes with a Double-sided illustrated card that 
looks back at the past 50 years of Machins... The card appears to be the same both for these definitives and for 
the Accession issue. It does however get a glowing description:

The bas-relief portrait of Her Majesty the Queen that graces our Definitive stamps is acknowledged 
as a masterpiece of design simplicity. Yet the story behind its creation is a fascinating one, which is 
engagingly told in the richly illustrated Presentation Pack. 

Inside the pack, Douglas Muir explores the origins and evolution of Arnold Machin’s masterpiece.

Machin 50th Anniversary

The 5th of June is listed for the major 
50th Anniversary of the Machin 
Definitive, but other than that no 
other information seems to have been 
released yet. The date is also marked 
under the Post & Go heading - could 
this be an indication of additional 
material?

2017 Definitives Presentation Pack: FP016

Sunrise Red  
£1.17

DS199A

Tarragon Green 
£1.57

DS199C

Dark Green Pine 
£1.40

DS199B

Harvest Gold 
£2.27

DS199D

Garnet Red   
£2.55

DS199E
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