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December 2017 – Editorial
Welcome to the final part of Capital Philately Volume 35. It has been an epic production, and as a result you are 
probably reading this from the future in 2018.

There are a few reasons for the delay, as usual, and to be honest I will be the first to celebrate if we get an issue 
out without any hiccups. As usual I have to thank my contributors for this issue for their diverse and weighty 
contributions, their patience and sharing their works in this volume.  Special thanks to Michael Moore, Bruce 
Parker and to the members of the editorial committee again for their help in proof-reading and catching any 
gremlins that get past me.

I hope that the new volume will see some more authors contributions, and welcome any from readers for future 
issues. You will see that I have once again produced a story for Machinations (not my forte really) but I hope 
it is readable to both the aficionado and the novice alike. I think some of the Xmas spirit got into the story and 
gave it a more fanciful spin that perhaps is usual.

It is also nice to see that the Powers that Be can still make errors in this modern age, as shown in Ian’s J for Jabiru 
story. The internet while it can be very helpful, can cause much confusion also. While looking for additional 
images of Jabiru (both species) I found many that were captioned incorrectly, (including some from image 
supply sites). The 45c stamp that is shown (with the correct species) appears with both the incorrect and the 
correct species name on two such sites. A lesson here that it is well worth looking again and cross-checking both 
information and images. 

The internet also can lead us to the mother of distractions... Like that beautiful bird book by G J Broinowski 
“The Birds of Australia”. I have now looked through quite a bit of this wonderful volume, as those who digitised 
it allocated the tissue fly-leaves for each plate their own page number, and it took a while to find what I needed. 
Still the very fact that it is available (at no cost) to view and admire, for research or for the simple joy of admiring 
the artist’s and naturalist’s work, is one of the double-edged swords of “internet research”.

Finally we have the prize winner of the competition: THE ONE-CENT MAGENTA: J Newton, Qld.
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New UPU International Reply Coupon
Ian McMahon

The Universal Postal Union (UPU) has released a new design for its International Reply Coupon (IRC).

IRCs are exchangeable in every UPU member country for one or more adhesive postage stamps representing the 
minimum postage for an ordinary priority letter-post item or an ordinary airmail letter sent abroad for the reply. 
Some 2.2 million reply coupons are sold each year by 121 postal administrations. While not all countries sell 
IRCs, all of the UPU’s 191 member countries, and their territories, are required to exchange them.

Each IRC design is, by tradition, named after the city which hosted the UPU Congress at which the design is 
chosen.

The previous design of the IRC, known as the ‘Doha’ design after the UPU Congress at Doha in 2012 (Figure 1), 
was designed by Michal Sindelar and reflected the theme ‘Water for Life’, chosen in line with the United Nations 
International Year of Water Cooperation in 2013.  IRCs of this design were first introduced by the UPU from 
1 July 2013 and were intended for sale until 31 August 2017 and valid for exchange until 31 December 2017. 

The new IRC, known as the ‘Istanbul’ 
IRC, was released by the UPU to allow 
sales by member countries from 1 July 
2017 and will be valid until the end of 
2021.  The design (Figure 2) by Nguyen 
Du, was selected as part of the UPU’s 
IRC design competition held during 
the 26th Universal Postal Congress 
in Istanbul in 2016.  It features a dove 
and welcoming hands against an Arctic 
backdrop, representing the sustainable 
development of the postal sector. The 
image of the vibrant yellow stamp 
against the blue background is meant 
to represent the postal sector’s exciting 
prospects.

The new ‘Istanbul’ design IRC has been 
reported as being available at some 
post offices in Melbourne and Adelaide 
from 19 January 2018, although the first 
reports of sales in Canberra were not 
until mid-February.  The current cost of 
the IRCs in Australia is $3.75. 

IRCs were first introduced by the UPU 
in 1907. Australia has been supplied 
with a special commemorative IRC for 
the 110th anniversary of the first IRC 
(Figure 3). This is the ‘Istanbul design’ 
with a tiny illustration of the 1907 IRC, 
known as the ‘Rome’ design (Figure 4), 
on the front and some commemorative 
inscriptions. In some countries, the flag 
of the country of sale is printed on the IRC but this is not the case for IRCs sold in Australia.  

Figure 1 (Above) and Figure 2 (Below).
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For those interested in IRCs, Yao’s 
Catalogue of Worldwide Reply Coupons 
Volume 1 by Jack and Carol Yao was 
published in 2016.  This Catalogue is 
a world-wide priced catalogue of reply 
coupons including UPU and non-UPU 
coupons.  The Book provides a brief 
history of international reply coupons:  

Beginning in 1907, the UPU 
started printing and distributing 
International Reply Coupons 
(IRCs). Any UPU member country 
could order IRC’s from the 
UPU and sell them to its postal 
customers. Postal customers 
would send the IRCs to friends, 
relatives, or others in another 
country. The receiver of the 
coupon could then redeem the 
IRC for a postage stamp sufficient 
to send a return letter back to the 
original sender.

Volume 1 provides a general introduction 
to reply coupons and to the major types 
of UPU coupons as well as the non-UPU 
coupons of: the African Postal Union, 
The American-Spanish Postal Union, the 
Arabic Postal Union, the French Postal 
Union, the Japanese Postal Union, the 
Spanish Postal Union and the British 
Empire and Commonwealth coupons.  It 
then covers the types of the UPU coupons 
in detail followed by a country listing of each country’s UPU coupons.  A second volume dealing in detail with 
the non-UPU coupons is expected to be published.

The result is an informative catalogue of IRCs which will be of great value 
to collectors of these issues. Detailed listings for Australia and New Zealand 
are included.  One oddity is that while Australian IRCs used in Christmas 
Island, Cocos (Keeling) Island, Norfolk Island and the Territory of Papua 
New Guinea are listed separately (no reply coupons used in Nauru are 
listed), the IRCs used on Phillip Island and Thursday Island are also listed 
separately.  While separate listings of the territories makes sense, the reason 
for separate listings for Phillip Island and Thursday Island, integral parts of 
Victoria and Queensland respectively is unclear. Nevertheless collectors of 
IRCs will be eagerly waiting for Volume 2.

The Book includes an extensive Bibliography, details of the quantities of 
reply coupons printed and distributed by [the] UPU between 1907 and 
2000 and an Index. Illustrated in colour and prices in US dollars. Spiral 
binding. 206 pages. Further information from Jack Yao, Box 416, Hinsdale, 
IL 60522-0416 USA, email collectrc@gmail.com. Cost $US60 plus postage.

Figure 3 (Above) and Figure 4 (Below).



4         Volume 35, No. 3.

Capital Philately

POSTMARKED HISTORY - My Approach to Collecting Covers
Frank Adamik

MELBOURNE 2017 INTERNATIONAL STAMP EXHIBITION (Part 2)

In this article I will be looking at the Postal Numismatic Covers (PNCs) that were issued for, or in association 
with, MELBOURNE 2017, and at the start will admit that I very much like, and collect, PNCs.

ARTHUR STREETON AND SIDNEY NOLAN

I like the combination of philately and numismatics 
in the one collectable item, and the historian in me 
especially appreciates those PNCs that contain 
historical medallions, such as the Arthur Streeton 
and Sidney Nolan PNC that was issued on 30 
March 2017 (fig. 1). While not issued as one of 
the MELBOURNE 2017 souvenirs, its issue on 
30 March, the first day of the Exhibition and a 
Thursday (not the usual Tuesday stamp issue day) 
shows that this stamp issue, and the Rare Beauties 
stamps, also issued on 30 March 2017, were 
clearly issued in association with MELBOURNE 
2017.

The Streeton / Nolan PNC is a very nice open image uncluttered design PNC, and you will notice that the busts 
on the medallions are the same as the busts of Streeton and Nolan on the stamps. A great joining of the two 
hobbies mentioned earlier in my article.

RARE BEAUTIES - EXTRAORDINARY GEMSTONES

Now we look at the second set of stamps that were issued on 30 March 2017, the Rare Beauties stamps. This 
issue resulted in the release to collectors of seven PNCs - two standard PNCs that were available to the collecting 

public via Australia Post mail 
order or from selected post 
offices, and five PNCs that were 
only available at the exhibition.

The two standard PNCs are 
shown as figures 2 and 3. Figure 
2 is a medallion PNC and figure 
3 is a coin PNC. Both are 
postmarked with the National 
“Gembrook” First Day of Issue 
postmark, and both have been 
signed by the designer of the 
Rare Beauties stamps, Gary 
Domoney. The PNCs that were 
only available at the exhibition 
were cancelled with exhibition 
postmarks.

The first of the exhibition only PNCs is shown at figures 4 and 5. It is a coin PNC and has been cancelled with 
the exhibition first day postmark. The coin is a Perth Mint struck Tuvalu one dollar coin featuring a gemstone 
design on the reverse side of the coin, that side of the coin that is seen on the front of the PNC. It was listed in the 

Figure 1.

Figure 2.
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Stamp Bulletin as the “Show 
edition PNC”, and only 500 
were available. It also has been 
signed by the stamp designer, 
Mr Gary Domoney.

One of my pet hates in cover collecting is to get an older issue cover that has been signed by a person, or persons, 
that have an association with the cover issue in some way, but you don’t know who they are because there is no 
mention of them on the cover and it is impossible to decipher their signature. With all respect to Mr Domoney 
(and his kindness in signing my covers), check out his signature. There is no indication in the signature as to 
what his name is, and therefore 
what association he has with the 
cover. So as to overcome this 
problem and keep a permanent 
record of the signature details 
with the cover, I type out the 
appropriate details and stick 
this neatly to the back of the 
cover (see fig. 5). This is a 
permanent addition to the 
cover, certified by myself as the 
person obtaining the signature, 
and will be a part of the cover as 
long as the cover exists. It will 
be a boon to future generations 
of cover collectors as the cover / 
PNC journeys from collector to 
collector.

Figure 3.

Figure 4 (Above Right).

Figure 5 (Right).
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The last four PNCs in this series were larger covers. They were issued one per day from day one to day four 
and were limited to 250 each day. They were medallion covers with an appropriate minisheet that was cancelled 
with the day’s exhibition pictorial postmark. I am illustrating day one (30 March) and day four (2 April) as figs. 
6, 7, and 8. The day one PNC has been signed by Mr Domoney, who was available on that day to sign covers. 
The other three PNCs are unsigned. Figure 6 shows the front of day one PNC with Mr Domoney’s signature 

Figure 6.

Figure 7.
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and a nice clear image of the gemstone medallion. Figure 7 shows the back of this PNC illustrating both the flip 
side of the medallion and my signature information details slip. The back of the medallion is common to all the 
Gemstones medallions. Figure 8 illustrates the day 4 (last day of the exhibition) PNC with the day 4 postmark.

Full details, and illustrations, of these Gemstone PNCs are on pages 8 and 9 in the March - April 2017 edition 
of the Australia Post Stamp Bulletin.

160 YEARS OF HOLDEN

As with the Gemstones PNCs we have the situation where we have two standard issue PNCs available to the 
general collecting public, and four PNCs only available at the MELBOURNE 2017 Stamp Exhibition, on a one 
per day issue basis. The standard issue PNCs have a “160 Years of Holden, Adelaide, SA, 30 March 2017” pictorial 
postmark. One PNC features 
the Holden HX Sandman 
Panel Van, the other PNC 
features the 1972 Holden LJ 
Torana GTR XU-1, and it is 
this PNC that I illustrate in 
Fig. 9. The illustrated PNC 
has an added feature in that 
it bears the overprint of the 
Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria promoting their then 
upcoming ROYALPEX 125 
exhibition. It was available 
at the exhibition from the 
Royal Philatelic Society of 
Victoria stand and was a 
limited edition of 200.

Figure 8.

Figure 9.
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Of the four daily issue 
PNCs in this series I am 
illustrating the day 1 (1960 
FB HOLDEN) and the day 2 
(1963 EH Holden) PNCs as 
figures 10 and 11. Each of the 
four PNCs were postmarked 
with the appropriate daily 
exhibition postmark, and the 
coin featured in each PNC was 
a Royal Australian Mint fifty 
cents coin depicting the same 
model Holden as illustrated 
on the PNC and stamp tag. 
They were limited (?) to 1000 
PNCs per day, and by my 
observations (with frequent 

returns to the Australia 
Post shop throughout 
the four days of the 
exhibition) they were 
not sold out each day, 
unlike the other more 
limited number PNCs.

Once again, full details 
and illustrations of 
these PNCs are on 
pages 14 and 15 in the 
March - April 2017 
edition of the Australia 
Post Stamp Bulletin. 

One of the features of MELBOURNE 
2017 (that ties in nicely with the issue of 
the Holden PNCs) was a display of classic 
Holden vehicles. This display was in a roped 
off area within the racecourse grounds just 
outside the entrance to the exhibition, and 
all who attended the exhibition would have 
walked past and close by the displayed 
vehicles. It was worth the passer-by 
stopping (as I did) to look at some well-kept 
cars. Figure 12 shows part of the display 
area with an FB Holden in all its glory.

Figure 10.

Figure 12.

Figure 11.
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BUILD YOUR OWN AFL TEAM MEDALLION COVER

These PNCs were not advertised in advance of MELBOURNE 
2017, as far as I am aware. They were available from the Australia 
Post Philatelic Print and Production Stand, which was located 
adjacent to where the stamp designers were busy signing covers, 
stamp packs, and other philatelic items for interested collectors.

I first became aware of these medallion PNCs (after spending time 
with the stamp designers) when I picked up an order form from 
the Production Stand counter as I passed by on my way out of 
the area - you had to fill in an order form, and provide personal 
inscription details, to buy one of these PNCs (see fig. 13). Each 
medallion cover had a daily postmark in gold foil and there were 
18 team medallions to choose from (see fig. 14).

As I greatly enjoy watching the AFL but do not follow any 
particular team, I spread my medallion choice as follows - on 
the 3oth of March I picked the Sydney Swans (fig. 15), on the 
31st of March I picked the Gold Coast Suns (fig. 16), on the 
1st of April I picked the Brisbane Lions (fig. 17), and on the 
2nd of April I picked the Richmond Tigers (not illustrated).

As for the inscription on the blank back of the medallions, 
on the first day, not knowing what to inscribe, I left the 
back blank. On the other three days I had the back inscribed 
“Melbourne 2017”. The gold foil postmark was the same 
each day, with the exception of the date, which changed daily.

CONCLUSION

If you purchased only one of each available PNC you 
would have ended up with (by my count) 32 PNCs. This 
figure includes those PNCs issued in conjunction with 
MELBOURNE 2017, and one of each of the AFL medallion 
PNCs. My, how we love those PNCs!

Figure 13 
(Right).

 Figure 14 
(Left).
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Figure 15 
(Above). 

 Figure 16 (Left).

Figure 17 
(Below).
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Canberra Covered  Number 4:  Lawson, Then and Now.
Michael Moore

This article continues my series on aspects of Canberra and its region, all suggested by philatelic items, especially 
covers. I live in Kaleen. Three years ago my frequent trips to Belconnen, along Baldwin and Ginninderra Drives, 
took me past a pleasant, small hill where cows grazed in bucolic bliss. But in April 2015 the first houses appeared 
and the cows departed.

Signs announced new encircling and through streets: Stockman Avenue, Jumbuck Crescent and Solong Street. 
On the Kaleen side of the hill, two main builders’ accesses became Nevertire Street and Wanderlight Avenue. 
Between these, roughly East to West, are now: Outback Street, Cooee Rise, Drover Rise, and Sliprail, Swagman 
and Billabong Streets. This could only be Lawson!

Henry Lawson

Figure 1 shows a First Day Cover for the stamp issue of 17 June 1949, celebrating Henry Lawson’s birth at 
Grenfell, NSW, in 1867. This rather striking, and scarce, FDC was published by a Western Australian philatelist 
trading as ‘S Mitchell’ of Murray Street, Perth, WA. ‘Mitchell’ produced very attractive FDCs for most stamp 
issues from 1927 to 1951, but his real identity was always elusive. He has recently been identified as Savas 
Hadjimihalakis (c. 1884 – 1951), an immigrant tailor from the Eastern Mediterranean.

As will be apparent, this is not a biographical account, not even a brief summary, of the life of Henry Lawson 
(1867 – 1922). Many of my readers will recall from schooldays (if in Australia) a little of Lawson’s life – his 
birth on the ‘gold fields’, his work on farms in western NSW, his marital problems, his alcoholism, and, through 
all this, his stories and hundreds of poems which seemed, for the first time, to depict a ‘true Australia’. Rather, 
this is part of my philatelic ramble through the region. It is first an introduction to the suburb of Lawson, then 
several philatelic memories of Lawson’s literary work.

Belconnen ACT  

By 1960, with constant prodding by Menzies, Canberra had at last begun to grow into a city. In 1963 the Lake 
was completed and Deakin overflowed itself into (the two, most memorable, wartime Prime Ministers) Hughes 
and Curtin. On the north-east slopes of Mount Taylor, new ‘Woden’ suburbs soon appeared. In 1966 the city 
took its first tentative steps across the foothills of Black Mountain into Belconnen. A plaque erected on the sports 

Figure 1.
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fields of Aranda announced:

‘This tablet marks the inauguration of development of the district of Belconnen by the Minister of 
State for the Interior The Honourable J. D. Anthony M. P.  23rd June 1966.’

The first commercial centre in the district, Jamison Centre, opened in 1969, then Belconnen spread west, then 
north to the NSW border (Fraser), then south-east again back to Kaleen. In the centre, Westfield Shopping 
Centre opened in 1978, and suburban-sized sheep paddocks became Florey. A large, non-suburban area remained 
between Bruce, McKellar, Giralang and Kaleen. It had remained undeveloped because much of it was restricted 
access, naval land housing the Belconnen Naval Transmitting Station, sometimes, unofficially, styled ‘HMAS 
Belconnen’ or ‘Bells’.

‘HMAS Belconnen’

The Belconnen Naval Transmitting Station was 
constructed in 1938 and began operating in 1939. There 
were three huge masts (low frequency transmitting 
towers), each 180m high, and eventually 38 high 
frequency transmitters and 44 other types of antennae, 
with an operations room, a mess and accommodation 
in 26 weatherboard cottages. In 1941 the first women 
began working as telegraphers at ‘Belconnen’ and 
‘Harman’, as the original WRANS (Women’s Royal 
Australian Naval Service). Some of these are seen in 
Figure 2. Figure 3 shows the complex in 2001.

‘Bells’ was the most powerful shortwave wireless transmitting station 
in the British Commonwealth and the largest wireless transmitter in the 
Southern Hemisphere during World War II. It was involved in most naval 
engagements in that war, and continued in use during the Korean and 
Vietnam wars and in naval deployments in the Persian Gulf. 

A larger base, Harman Receiving Station, also began operating in 1939 
and in 1943 was commissioned as the ‘stone frigate’, HMAS Harman. The 
Belconnen Transmitting Station was a sub-unit of HMAS Harman. ‘Bells’ 
sent its last transmission in June 2005 and was decommissioned in 2006.

The base was demolished in 2007. Figure 4 shows the 
most spectacular aspect of the demolition, the felling of 
the three high masts, on 20 December 2007. The removal 
caused minor controversy at the time because some naval 
veterans wanted it to remain a living museum. However, 
the Commonwealth Government considered the tall masts 
hazardous and the upkeep of the facility too expensive. 
There was also, as early as 2006, talk of the land being 
needed for the new suburb of Lawson, although there 
is still occasional media speculation on the possible 
contamination of the naval portion of the land.

2001

Figure 2.

Figure 3 (left)

and

Figure 4 (right).

3.24 pm 
Wednesday 20th

December 2007



Volume 35, No. 3.  13

Capital Philately

One champion of the ‘museum’ concept was Peter Dowling who published a profusely illustrated history of the 
base, Belconnen Naval Transmitting Station (‘Bells’) – A History – To be ruined or saved. The publication is on 
the internet under that name. Figures 2, 3, and 4 have been sourced from that 39 page work.

Henry Lawson – Philatelic Memories

In the late 1940’s the Commonwealth issued three stamps with rather new and different themes. Their novelty 
lay in their depiction of real people in no way connected to royalty/government or exploration. They celebrated 
William Farrer (see an FDC in the Postscript below), Ferdinand Von Mueller and Henry Lawson. The Lawson 
stamp is a portrait by Lionel Lindsay shown starkly with no background.

For these ‘Philatelic Memories’ I have chosen to show three Lawson FDCs, each using extracts from his verses, 
and an unusual Postal Greetings Card.

Memories (1)

Figure 5 is an FDC published by the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia (Queensland). From 1944 to 
1951 the Society published mainly commemorative covers for Australian explorers and FDCs for the Princess 
Elizabeth (November 1947) and Lawson stamps. All these covers were designed by the Honorary General 
Secretary, Daniel (Dan) O’Brien.

O’Brien designed elaborate covers with as much detail as he could fit. This poem, sometimes recalled as ’that ol’ 
dog’ o’ mine’ is ‘Down The River’, first published as a collected edition in The Skyline Riders and other Verses, 
Sydney, Fergusson, 1910. Most of Lawson’s poems, of course, had been published previously, individually, in 
many newspapers and periodicals especially The Bulletin (or The Sydney Bulletin).

The additional ‘Lawson Atmosphere’ is by Jack Moses. Moses (1861 – 1945) was a commercial traveller (mainly 
in whisky!) and a bush poet. His most famous poem is ‘Nine Miles from Gundagai’. It tells the story of a dog 
who cares not for his master’s many problems but guards the food instead.

Memories (2)

Figure 6 is an FDC designed and published by Peter Stalley of Adelaide. It was an early, ‘Wide World’ FDC 
(Stalley’s seventh), of which 19,000 were sold, contributing to the solid growth in the popularity of FDC 
collecting.

Figure 5.
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The poem Stalley chose is one of a large number of Lawson’s jingoistic pieces, now seldom remembered or 
‘taught’, but characteristic of much British imperial thinking in the early 1900s. It is ‘Waratah and Wattle’, 
published in a collected edition, When I Was King and Other Verses, Sydney, Angus and Robertson, 1905. 
(David Angus and George Robertson began publishing, and opened a bookshop, in Sydney in 1886.) 

Memories (3)

The FDC at Figure 7 is a rare item, one of a limited group published by ‘Oxford Press’ of Rockhampton, 
Queensland. This ‘Oxford Press’ designer has never been identified.

The poem chosen was ‘The Sliprails and the Spur’, a rather melancholy piece about men who enjoy solitary 
bush work at least as much as ‘home’ life. It was published in, In the Days When the World Was Wide and other 
verses, Sydney, A and R, 1896. The design uses additional material by David Wright.

Figure 6.

Figure 7.
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David McKee Wright (1869 – 1928) was born in Ireland and immigrated to New Zealand in 1887, becoming 
a significant NZ verse and story writer. He moved to Sydney in 1910 and became an acquaintance of the then 
alcoholic, frequently incarcerated and prematurely aging, Lawson. Wright published two collected/selected 
works including the posthumous, Poetical Works of Henry Lawson, Sydney, A and R, 1925?, which contained a 
lengthy Preface (1918?) by, and additional poems by, Wright.

Memories (4)

The philatelic memory shown as Figure 8 is an 
unusual item. In over 40 years of collecting Australian 
covers and cards, I had never seen this type of ‘Postal 
Greetings’ card. Nor have I ever seen another example 
of this particular card. It consists of a front text and 
an inner illustration; the card is folded off centre. It 
is apparently intended to be posted inside a separate 
envelope. 

The text indicates that the card was produced some 
time after Lawson’s period in Leeton, and the general 
publication suggests (to me!) perhaps the 1950s. I have 
been unable to find any additional information on the 
illustrator, J C McCausland.

Leeton was established in 1913, a creation of the NSW 

Figure 8 Folded (above) and 
Inside (right).
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Water Conservation and Irrigation Commission which enlisted Walter Burley Griffin to design the town. A 
group of newspaper owners, journalists and politicians sponsored Lawson to go to Leeton to write about, and 
encourage migration to, the area, (but particularly because alcohol was prohibited in the town). Lawson went 
to Leeton in 1915 and stayed about 20 months until 1917. Although ‘sly grog’ was available, and the hotel at 
Whitton was 25 km to the west, this was a relatively positive and productive period of Lawson’s later life.

Welcome

It only remains for Belconnen to welcome its new residential area and to reflect upon its past and its namesake, 
Henry Lawson.

Postscript

Capital Philately has from time to time mentioned, but with scant details and no illustration, a First Day Cover 
published by the Society for the stamp celebrating William Farrer. This seems an appropriate opportunity to fill 
that void. It has possibly been difficult for Society members to recognise that particular cover as it bears no text 
relating to the Philatelic Society of Canberra. The details are as follows.

The Society reported, in The Australian Stamp Monthly, 1 June 1948, p. 424, that it had sought the assistance of 
the Royal Geographical Society of Australasia (Queensland) to design an FDC for the anticipated Farrer stamp. 
In the same issue it advertised the covers for 2d each plus postage. Customers could have the FDC serviced at 
Queanbeyan, in which district Farrer conducted research into wheat rust, for a further 1d. The cover is shown 
as Figure 9.

In the ASM issue of 2 August (p. 584) the Society reported that it had sold 4,500 of these FDCs of which 
approximately 3,000 were serviced at Queanbeyan. ‘The venture, as a whole, was most successful.’ 

After some searching it appears the illustration on the Postal Greetings Card was done by Jack McCausland, a 
friend of Henry Lawson and regular correspondent.   

https://trove.nla.gov.au/newspaper/article/156160930  Vale Jack McCausland (written by Jim Grahame).

To Hell & High Water: Walking in the Footsteps of Henry Lawson by Gregory Bryan.      - Ed.

Figure 9.
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J Is For Jabiru – A Design Error
Ian McMahon

Given the work involved in designing a stamp, design errors on stamps are relatively uncommon.  However. 
they do occur.  One Australian example was the 1947 2½d stamp issued to commemorate the 150th anniversary 
of the Hunter River, the site of Newcastle, which was meant to show the discoverer, Lt John Shortland, which 
instead shows an image of his father (who was also Lieutenant John Shortland).

One recent design error occurs on the J stamp 
issued by Australia Post as part of its Fair Dinkum 
Aussie Alphabet Part 3 stamp issue, issued on 
17 October 2017. The stamps feature Australian 
icons grouped by letters of the alphabet.  The J 
stamp depicts a jumbuck, a jillaroo, and a Jabiru.

The bird known by Australians as the Jabiru is 
known by ornithologists as the Black-necked 
Stork (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus) which 
is found in Australia and across the Indian 
Subcontinent and Southeast Asia.

The sub-species found in Australia and New 
Guinea is Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus australis, 
the Torresian Black-necked Stork.  The bird has 
been depicted on Australian stamps such as the 
1991 43c stamp from the Waterbirds of Australia 
issue (Figure 2) and the 1997 45c stamp from the 
Nature of Australia definitive series (Figure 3).

While the ‘official’ ornithological name is the Black-necked Stork, it 
was known until the 1970s as the Australian Jabiru (and even earlier 
as the New Holland Jabiru) until the Royal Australian Ornithological 
Union (RAOU) changed it to Black-necked Stork (Ephippiorhynchus 
asiaticus) to be consistent with international usage. It is still commonly 
called “Jabiru” in Australia today.

Figure 1.

Figure 2 (above) and Figure 3 (right).
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The Jabiru depicted on the stamp though is not the Black-necked Stork (Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus) but rather 
the Jabiru, Jabiru mycteria (Figures 4 and 5), a large stork found in the Americas from Mexico to Argentina 
which has been shown on many stamps from South American countries (Figure 6).

Sometimes doing research for images for Capital Philately you 
come across real treasures. This image is from “The Birds of 
Australia” by Gracius Joseph Broinowski (1890).  The entire book 
can be found at:  https://Archive.org/details/birdsofaustralia02broi

- Ed.

Figures 4 and 5 

- photographs of Jabiru mycteria.

Figure 6 

- 1980 Stamp from 
Belize depicting 
Jabiru mycteria.

Figure 7 

- United Nations 1994 issue 
of endangered species. 
Features the Mexican 

Prairie Dog, Jabiru (Jabiru 
myscteria), Blue Whale and 

Golden Lion-Tamarin. 
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Burrinjuck Dam N.S.W.  -  1907 to 1956 (Part 2)
Elspeth Bodley

The Dam Wall

The Sydney Morning Herald, 
Monday, 13 January 1913:

“The tunnel at Barren 
Jack dam was successfully 
blocked on Thursday. Water 
is being stored for the first 
time.” 

Later that year water was 
released downstream for 
diversion to the Murrumbidgee 
Irrigation Area.

This is the tunnel which had to 
be blocked to allow water to 
build up behind the wall.

Publishers Howard & 
Shearsby, Yass, #230.

Real photograph. Unused.

By 1913 work was proceeding 
well, but then came WORLD 
WAR I.

Publishers Howard & 
Shearsby, Yass, #331.

Real photograph. Unused.
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LIFE AT BURRINJUCK - THE WORKERS

The Queanbeyan Age, NSW, 11 January 1907:

“Prospects of Work”

“We have had several inquiries from men as to the ·likelihood of employment on the construction of 
the Barren Jack reservoir. ... [An officer] said he would have enough tools for 60 men by Monday 
next. The wages are 8s (80c) a day hammer and drill men, and 7s (70c) ordinary pick and shovel 
men.”

No publisher named but No.5 (or 51 ?).

Real Photograph. Unused.

No publisher named.

Real Photograph. Unused.
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BARREN JACKIBURRINJUCK CITY

Clarence & Richmond Examiner (Grafton), Saturday 6 April 1907:

“A township has been established about a mile from the proposed dam, and it presents a scene of 
great activity, stores and boarding-houses having been erected by private enterprise. The engineers 
are pushing on with the water supply for the men and the construction of barracks in which the 
single men employed upon the works will be housed during the winter. A sanitary service has also 
been inaugurated and by the time the huge electric conveyors arrive from America, a well-organised 
and busy township will occupy the lower end of the hitherto lonely valley.”

Publisher Howard & Shearsby, Yass, No.l9.

Real photograph.Unused.

Publishers Howard & Shearsby, Yass,, #152.

Real photograph. Postally used, Barren Jack postmark Oct 1911 to Sydney.



22         Volume 35, No. 3.

PastCards

LEISURE TIMES AT BURRINJUCK

Family picnic day, undated.

No publisher named.

Real photograph. Unused.

Scene on Barren Jack Weir

Publisher W. Taylor, Tobacconist, Yass, Harding & Billings printers.

Printing: Three colour letterpress, 
but note poor colour registration on the rocks at right and hillside in centre. 

Unused.
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THE FINISHED DAM WALL

World War I caused delays in manpower and materials and the wall was finally completed in 1928.

No publisher named.

Real photograph. Unused.

By 1937 a structural weakness in the dam had developed due to strains and stresses not scientifically understood 
at the time the dam was designed. International experts were brought in to report on the defects. Remedial work 
was authorised but did not proceed because of World War II. After the war the remediation work was done; the 
dam wall was strengthened by adding concrete buttresses on the downstream face, the spillway capacities were 
increased yet again, and the storage capacity was increased by about 9% of the 1928 figure.

Remediation work complete, note the 2 new gates and the buttresses on the wall.

Publisher: CA Pitt, ‘Picturesque Yass NSW’ foldout views.

Printing: Four-colour letterpress.
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MURRUMBIDGEE IRRIGATION AREA

The main reason for building this Dam was to provide water for the new Irrigation Area. Water had been 
released to the settlers at Leeton and Griffith since 1912-13. When released, the water flowed 352 km down the 
Murrumbidgee River to a diversion weir at Berembed, and then 64km by open channel past Narrandera.

No publisher named.

Real photograph. Unused.

Publisher: Joanne Series, #34.

Real photograph.Unused.
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Machin Anniversary Adventures
Jenni Creagh

As you may recall from the March Issue of CP 35, this year marks the 50th anniversary of the iconic Machin 
design. We looked at the planned releases of new shades and speculated on what other jewels might be revealed.

As the year draws to a close it certainly has not disappointed, with something for everyone - Shining Stars, 
Shining Stamps and Shining Droids - with Machins of many types to keep them company.

This Iconic design gets a thorough work-over with some of the delightful intricacies of the original sculpture 
revealed on the supplementary material produced for the First Day Covers. However first we need to jump back 
a little and storm the castle.

Windsor Castle

The high splendour of the historic Windsor 
Castle was the subject of the first 2017 Prestige 
Booklet, and of a Custom Retail Booklet, both 
issued on February 15th.

The background image is a taste of the Gilded 
treats soon to come (not guilty), while the 
fornication (arched vaulting) in the ceiling of 
the Chapel is divine.

Windsor Castle Prestige Booklet (right),

St George’s Chapel Retail Book (below).
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RockStar Royalty

David Bowie was featured on the March 14th issue of the Musical Giants II retail booklet. Four 1st Class Red 
Machins are sandwiched between Bowie in his Glam Ziggy Stardust form and the Heroes pose.

The secret codes (for those of you playing at home) are (‘MCIL’ and ‘MI7L’) on both the Bowie and Windsor 
Retail Books and (‘MPIL’ and ‘MI6L’) for the Castle Prestige NVIs.

March also saw the release of the new values and colours we discussed in the previous article and their associated 
postal rate changes.

Golden Summer

June may be Winter for us here, but in the UK it saw the release of a summery Golden Jubilee issue. Marking 
the anniversary date (5th June) a plethora of Mini-sheets, Prestige and Retail Booklets, First Day Covers and of 
course the less glamorous, but equally worthy, workhorse Post & Go Labels.

‘The Machin Definitive 50 Years of a Design 
Icon’ mini-sheet contained 6x1st Special Issue 
designs. 

‘The Machin Definitive Golden Anniversary 
Celebration’ contains seven different Machin 
designs - 5p Pale Violet, 20p Double head, 
1st Landscape (1993), 1st Millennium, 1st 
PIP Gold (2006), 1st RM Red (only this 1st has 
hidden codes : MMIL and MI7L) and £1 Gold 
foil based on the £1 Recess (1969). 

These two minisheets were produced by Walsall 
and printed in Gravure using normal gummed 
paper.

One of the nicest things about these two FDCs 
is actually on the back and therefore often 
over-looked. Like the special card with the 
March new values issue, there is more history 
and reference images to be found hiding behind 
the throne, so to speak.
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The prestige Booklet also has 3 panes of new 
Machins.

Pane 3 & 4 - Machin stamps in Gravure by Walsall.

Pane 3: 1p, 2p, 5p, 10p, 20p, 50p, 2nd 
NVI and £1 Ruby (only the £1 has 
hidden codes: MPIL and MI7L). 

Pane 4: 2x20p Double Head, 1st Black, 
1st RM Red, 1st Gold, 1st Millennium, 
1st PIP Gold (2006) and 1st RM Red (in 
deeper shade and only this 1st has hidden 
codes: MPIL and MI7L).

Finally, the delicious richness of the Golden  Machin.

Pane 5 - Machin stamps in Litho by Cartor.

4x£1 Gold foil based on the £1 Recess (1969).

Reverse side of the First Day Covers.
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With a hop, skip and a jump we pass a few more Post & Go issues, and the Great War Prestige booklet which 
had no Machins, instead 8x1st NVI Poppies. Time to hit the warp drive...

A Galaxy Far, Far, Away

Modern stamp production often contains a commercial nod, be it to sport, popular culture or even natural 
wonders, so you might just be tempted to buy and collect them. The October and December issues once again 
visit the Star Wars Universe - not that  I’m complaining, I’ve been a fan from waaaayyyy back when...

Without any preamble, Royal Mail has found “The Droids” we have been looking for, as well as our favourite 
giant walking carpet and a new informant and splashed their pictures on a couple of Retail Booklets, where the 
Imperium is sure to find them.

The 4x1st Machins in each booklet are in the 
deeper shade of Royal Mail Red and have 
hidden codes (‘MCIL’ and ‘MI7L’). For the first 
time in Custom Booklets, the ‘ROYAL MAIL’ 
wavyline text background has the alternating 
upright/inverted format.  

On December 14th another Prestige Booklet 
was released, this time featuring some of 
our favourite Star Wars Aliens/Creatures and 
Droids and some who may become those if 
they survive long enough. Most of this image 
is just window dressing around the Machin 
Pane, however the stamps featured on the 
booklets (left) are included as are some of the 
2015 issues making it quite collectable.

Lastly I had to include a 
Porg - it made it into the 
film as a necessity, not as 
many people believe, as 
useless comic relief. 

The island where “The 
Last Jedi” is found (the real 
island where the scenes 
were filmed) is home to 
a population of curious 
Puffins who wanted to be 
part of the movie. Their protected status meant that they could not be removed or interfered with so the film-
makers came up with the idea of creating a Computer Generated character that could be rendered over any Puffin 
that may appear in the shot. Additional CG Porgs were then used in any dangerous stunts so that the viewer can 
rest assured that no Porgs nor Puffins were hurt in the making of the movie.

Next Issue we hope to return you to a more regular Machinations episode.
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