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Editorial

Perhaps the question wost asked In stamp-collecting clrcles is
"How much is it worth?®.

Even 1f our attitude is completely altruistle, we all have at
the back of our minds some wvague idea that our collections have
financial wvalue. We may have no intention of parting from our
treagures, but it is comforting to konow that Lif the need arises,
the stamps are convertible inte cash.

People go about the hobby for warying reascns. Some like to
buy stamps merely to make a fast dollar. Others have a wvague
notion that stamps “put away” for themselves or their' grand-
children will provide a substantial nest-egg in the future. Still
others buy up everything in the way of stamps, [irst—day covers and
packs, just becacse everyone else does it.

All these people keep a close eye on catalogue prices, so they
can work out on paper how thelr investment is progressing. There
is nothing wrong with this, but there is a vast difference between
the results of such calculatione and the cold, hard facts of
life. The pleture can be misleading. Someone may have acquired an
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old collection, or he may seek to dispose of a portfolio which he
bought on the advice of a non-philatelic investment adviser Lln a
financial paper, and he sets out to ascertaln its worth from a
catalogue from the local library. Seldom does he take any account
of such Ffactors as the conditfon of the stamps (even LE he has
identified them correctly), or the popularity of one country as
against another, or the difference between catalogue and market
prices. He has not realised that the only real value of a
philatelic item i{s what someone else will give him for ft. He
feels that he has a deslrable property, and wonders why collectors
and dealers are unwilling te buy at his valuation.

This 1is where the would-be seller learns what Lt 1s all
about . This is what makes a thorough knowledge of the owverall
philatelic scene so essentlial. Acquaintance with current values is
a necessity, whether for wvaluing a collection, fixing a selling
price, or deciding how much to bid at an auction.

How often do we hear a prospective buyer say "1 wouldn't give
that much for f{t. 1 could have bought it for half the price”? The
poilnt 1s that he didn't buy it when it was offered earlier, and
maybe he wishes that he had.

We complain at high prices charged for an item we need. For
current stamps, Lf we belong to a new issue service, we overlook
the total cost of the service which the dealer gives, covering a
lot more than the face walue of the stamps. We think it is cheaper
to buy at face value from the overseas philatelic bureau, but this
ignores the time and trouble and expense of ordering the stamps and
remitting the funds. For a small order, this may be uncconomic and
prohibitive, yet we think only of the face wvalue. If we send
orders to a number of overseas places, the overall cost will be out
of all proportion to the results achieved, but here again, we don't
really cost it all out. Where we are buying an older stamp, we
tend to remind ourselves of the price we could have paid for it at
gome earlier date, taking no account of changes in the wvalue of
money since then. A large component of the current price is due to
ordinary inflation, which can be measured, 1If we think about it,
but there are other large increments of price due to scarcity
factors and the huge increase in demand from a growing mumber of
collectors, and these increments cannot be measured, although they
are real enough.

For the mmateur colleéctor, he may not make a great deal of
monetary profit when he sells, taking account of inflation. He has
put into it much thought and research effort, but gets lictle
recompense for this, as the buyer is interested only in the actual
stamps. However, he can take into account the years of pleasure he
has achieved Iin bullding up the collection.

The seller complains that he does not get enough and the buyer
complaing that he has to pay too much. What do we learn from thia?

BOOE. REVIEW

POSTAGE STAMPS AND FPOSTAL STATIONERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA,
Volume TIILI - The Colonial Postmarks 1829-1901, by Mogens .Juhl
F.R.P.5.L. 96 pages, 21.5cm x 14.5cm. Distributed by Svemo Trading
Pty Ltd., 71 Avalon Parade, Avalon Beach, N.S.W. Price $12.75 post
free.

The third volume in Mogens Juhl's series of monographs on the
philately of Western Australia consists of 37 short chapters.
Following a short Introduction, these chapters deal with cach of
the serles of cancellers and post offlce date stamps in
chronological order.

The method of presentation is logical and the book 1s easy to
use. An illustrated index Ls of Ffurther practical assistance.
Some care 1s necessary however with the abbreviation “c.d.s.” which
Juhl uses to mean “cancelling date stamp”. It is more usually
accepted as “circular date stamp”. )

Juhl has been able to draw heavily upon his own resources of
material for evidence supporting his statements. In addition, his
reference to Campbell, Purves & Viney on page 33 indicates an
abllity to use and draw conclusions from the work of other students
in a contemporary fleld. Throughout the book it is made clear that
there i{s more scope for research. There is in fact an entire
chapter listing post offices whose cancellers have not been seen or
where tles are still required.

Arguments advanced seem to be soundly based. An example may be
quoted from page 55 where the earliest usage of the 12-bar numerals
iz established. This has involved a correct reading of previously
published work and a knowledge of contemporary stamp usage. In the
discussion of Boorabbin on page 6l, the use of the duplex type L:9
certainly appears good evidence of the upgrading of the office
before 30th September 1895. Further argument soundly based on
philatelic evidence is advanced Gto establish the date of
introduction of the ll-bar cancellers.

Some readers may be critical of lack of adequate references to
sources of Lloformation. For example on page 45 Juhl states “some
years ago it was proved that the office (Mandurah) actually had
been using 9/12-bar from 18737. Who proved this and by what
means? On page 20 there is reference to an artlcle in Philately
from Australia by Don Pearce. Detalls of volume and page would
have been useful. '

There are also loose statements such as on page 66 - "As far as
I have established the changed type was First fissued to cthe
Telegraph Office opened at Fortesque in November 1885". On what
evidence has this Ffact been established? On page 6% evidence in
support of his statement - "I am convinced that the six POs
received these instruments for use as cancellers”, relative to the
dumb bars cancellers - is not clearly presented. The author also
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makes a number of assumptions where firm evidence is lacking, but
in most of these cases such assumptlons are quite acceptable. Any
student must be allowed to make reasonable assumptions in an area
where evidence {s so hard to find.

Once again the active interest Lln Western Australia is shown by
the inclusion of a supplement listing discoverles and confirmations
relative to Volumes [ and II of the author's work. The present
publication will almost certalnly draw fresh Information. It is
unfortunate that CLiff de Goede's name has been incorrectly
spelled.

The Book is fully illustrated and the drawings by Hans Karman
are clear and effective. This new work is a valuable addition to
the literature on Australian States stamps and a desircable
acquisition for any philatelic library.

R.P. Hyeronimus

STAMP & COIN FAIR

PARK ROYAL MOTOR INN
NORTHBOURNE AVENUE, CANBERRA

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY, 19th and 20th MAY
10 a.m. - 6 p.m. each day

MAJOR AUCTION — 7 p.m. SATURDAY
Details re table bookings from:

EDLINS OF CANBERRA
P.O. BOX 98, BELCONNEN MALL, CANBERRA
Phone (062) 51 5030

PUBLIC AUCTIONS MATERIAL WANTED

Auctions held every two months in conjunction with major Stamp and Coin Fairs.
VENDORS' MATERIAL URGENTLY REQUIRED
Commission rate, 10% — lull details on request,

NEXT AUCTION:
SATURDAY, 19th MAY, 1984

Deadline for receipt afmutarla! for July 14th Auction:

24th MAY, 1984

Pleaze use Aegistered Past when lorwarding your stamps and coins.
A CASH DFFER will be made instead of submilling 1o auction il you profer
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THE POSTAL HISTORY COLUMM - JUDGING

E-C. Druce

Most readers will have had the luxury of visiting the Third
National Philatelic Convention and wviewing the postal history
exhibits and in about four months we will have the considerable
pleasure of being able to visit Australia's first world exhibitlon
in Melbourne, AUSIPEX 84. PFor most of us the satisfaction of an
exhiblelon {s that we can see and enjoy rare and wnusual philatellc
material from around the world, which normally we could only expect
to see Lllustrated in books and magazines. There i8 of course che
added beneflt of seelng what dealers have to offer and mecting old
and new philatelic friends.

For the visitor then these are the benefits, but what of the
exhlbltor? Whilst he wmay well look Forward to visiting the
exhibition and enjoying the show, his baslc motlves are to display
his collectlon, to have it judged, and hopefully to win a medal.
Thus Judges and judging become Important, Lf not eritical, aspects
of philatelic exhibitions. Postal History collectors these days
have the luxury of their own class and they do not have to compete
in the same class as "stamps only” exhiblts. Interestingly enough
though, “stamps only” exhibits are becoming a rarity and even in a
class which ls ostensibly "Stamps of Transylvanla” more and ‘more
exhibits Include covers. Mot, 1 hasten to add, that a collection
of covers is a postal history exhiblt per se.

S0 what is a postal history exhibit? I'm sure there are more

ansvers to that question than there are postal historians, so 1
shall seek refuge in quoting the Federation Intecnationale de

Philatelie (F.I.P.) rules for Postal History collectlions:-
"A Postal History Collection is one based on the study and
claggification of postal and philatelic iltems which are
directly relevant to the methods, routing and conditlons of
despatch of postal communications of all periods, or to the
organization to this end of postal services, whether
governmental, local or private.”

As an explanation of such a definition the Federatlon explain
that such collections consist primarily of used covers and adhesive
postage stamps and postal documents arranged so as to Lllustrate a
postal history theme, and could include maps, prints, sketches,
decrees etc. Themes can range from pre—adhesive postal services to
digsaster mail to postage due mail. 1In later columns I will expand
on such themes and thelr assoclated joys and pitfalls.

The F.I.P. go on from their definition te draw three important
guidelines for judges to follow:

7l.
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GIBBONS
AUSTRALIA

{Inc. in N.SW.)

We Offer a
Wide Range of Services
to the Serious Collector

ALBUMS & ACCESSORIES We hold an extensive stock and can
supply all Stanley Gibbons products.

PHILATELIC LITERATURE We have the widest range available
in Australia. Ask for our book list.

“POSTAL BID SALES" There is usually something for evervone in
these popular sales, held every 3 months. Free catalogue available on
request.

SPECIALIST ITEMS Regardless of what you are looking for it is
worthwhile contacting us first. Besides our own stock of better
material we have access to the extensive stocks of our associate offices
in London, Mew York, Johannesburg and Stockholm.

BUYING We are always interested to receive offers of suitable
material. Please write in the first instance giving full details. We will
travel to view important collections.

STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.

Suite 4127413 4th Floor, 343 Little Colling Street, Melboume, Yictorin 1000,
Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No. B63] Melboumne, Victoria 3001)
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= the emphasis in any postal history exhibit should be study
and classificatfon — {1lustrated by the material shown;

= such & postal history exhibit may contain two kinds of
material, on the one hand postal maps, letter bills,
notices, {llustrations etc. and on the other, used stamps,

envelopes, postcards, parcel labels which have seen postal
uge (the latter should far exceed the former);

-~ the exhibit and all the material lncluded should be
directly relevant to postal communications or to the
organization to this end of postal services.

Given all that, the judging of postal history does not differ
greatly from judging traditional (or one country) philatelie
exhibits, although the degree of emphasis with respect Lo some
eriteria may change. The main polnts which are used in asgessing
an exhibit are:

= Research (Study and Classification)
= Completeness

= Originalicy

N Relevance and Qualicy

— Presentation

The study and classification component of a postal history
exhibit has greater emphasis placed on it than does a tradicional
philately exhibit. To some extent one should consider a Postal
History exhibit as a “thematic” exhibit- The collection of sheers
ghould present a stery, or If not a story, at least a mesgage. It
can be reparded as a communlcation, presenting each viewer with
Information which reglsters with the viewer as a complete, though
necessarily conclse, tale. With this in mind, the display must
demonstrate the quality of the materfal and the reason for showing
the item - be it postal rate, postal routing, warking or special
usage.

Completeness 1s a collector's nlrvana which, In the case of
postal historlans can never be reached, but only striven for.
Judges however will be looking for a subject which iLs neither too
large nor too small - the Postal History of Australla in five
frames would be an Impossibility whereas the Postcode postmarks of
Canberra City would be just plaim silly. Apart from this coverage
of declared scope, the other major factor in “Completeness” is
balance. Are the difficult periods covered? Are the scarce or
unusual markings shown?

Originality is a quality which is perhaps more easlly included
in postal history exhibits than in other fields of collecting. The
literature 1s relatively scanty, the topics virtually endless, and
therefore the opportunity is there for personal research and
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originality. This gives the judge a difficult problem = he has to
read the literature to have the knowledge to make a judgement on
the display, but the exhibitor will be looking to present a display
"beyond the literature”. However judges should not be dismayed -
one task 1is to decide how far “beyond the literature” any
particular exhibit lies.

Relevance and quality of exhibits Ls an area which many judges
concentrate on, and with good reason. Firstly, cthey will be
looking for exhibitors whoe fall te confine thelr exhibit to the
subject and dates they have set themselves. Gems (phllatelically
speaking) may be slipped In even though they bear no relatlonship
to the declared display. In such cases points are lost, not won.
Equally, tatty, dirty, or torn covers may have been used when Lt Is
known to the judges that an ample aupply of covers of the same Cype
is readily avallable. Onge again valuable points will have been
lost. Judges' eagle eyes will also be looking for mint stamps and
postal statlonery, for according to the rules they have no place in
a postal history exhibit. T am a bit of a heretic however, for 1
gee no reason why an exhibit showing the transformation from the
pre-stamp perlod to the stamp perlod of, say, Hew South Wales
ghould not Lnelude mint coples of the Sydney Views to show the new
fangled method of prepayment and then go on to show then used on
cover. But, as the rules stand at present, that's a no-no.

Many people turn their noses up at “philatelic” covers, and to
some extent so do judges. However jJudges have to be careful -
firstly how does one define a "philatelic” cover, and secondly, it
may be a philatelic event for which “philatelic”™ covers were
produced in abundance, which generated its own bit of postal
history. L have in mind “one-off” postmarks or the re-use of an
old postwmarker alongside the current one because of the Llncreased
quantity of mail being processed.

With respect to quality, the closer the ftem Is to Lts ariginal
conditlon the better, but judges should remember that it is the
quality of the postal history aspects which are paramount - the
clarity of the markings and their relevance and rarity.

Finally, all judges know that presentation gains fewest points
- nevertheless a judgement has to be made on the presentation, and
in my view it behoves exhibitors to not stint on presentation — a
judge who is switched on by the presentation is bound to regard all
other aspects ln a more favourable light. And don't forget the
general public - they 1like what they 1like, and rarity and
originallty could well be lost on them. FPreseantatlon never is.

To give some idea of a judge's task, I have illustrated a cover
bearing an Indian stamp cancelled by a bridge circular date stamp
of Dthali. It is in reasonable condition, although torn along the
top margin, but the stamp, cancellation and address are of high
quality. However, a Jjudge would have to know something about
Dthali and its postal history inm order to make a judgement on its
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relevance to a display, and whether or not it added to the
importance of a display. If the judge had read “Indian Field Post
Dffices 1903-04" by Robson Lowe (published in 1979) he would know
that Dthali was in the then Aden Protectorate, and a post office
was opened there for four years from 1903 to 1907. The post office
serviced troops stationed on the boundary to quell disturbances by
the local tribesmen and help the work of the Adeni-Yemeni Boundary
Commlssion = a joint British—Turkish Commission. Dthali is in fact
one of the rarest of Aden Postmarks, and therefore {s a genuine gem
in any Aden collection.

Perhaps the vast mafority of readers would never wish te be a
Judge, but Iif collectors acquire the same amount of knowledge as
Judges, just think how many "bargains” they are able to spot!
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BAVARIA - THE NUMERAL ISSUES, 1849-1862
5.N. Gardiner
(Concluded from February L1984 issue)

6. CANCELLATIONS

Typical cancellations are shown in Fig. 10. The most common
type of the period 1is the mill-wheel, closed and open, as
{llustrated in A and B of that Fig. However, these cancellers were
not available at the post offices until lst August 1850, and so0 the
early printings of the 3 Kr. blue (plate 1), and type I of the 6
Kr. brown are commonly found with pen or with place-name
cancellations, as in C of Fig. 10.

The closed mill-wheel cancellers were distributed to post
offices, and onumbers 1 to 603 were allocated, each number
corresponding to a post office. However, the cancellers were
withdrawn on 20th November 1856, and re-distributed on let December
1856 with a new allocation of numbers from 1 to 606. At this time
the open mill-wheel canceller was also distributed. These can be
found with numbers 607 to 922, ctogether with 185 numbers in the
range from 1 to 606 During the intervening ten days (20th
November to lst December) place-name cancellers were used
exclusively; examples with appropriate dates command a premium.

The number 406 of the first series was allocated to the
Bahnpost (Railway Post). Other types with the letters BF in the
mill-wheel were distributed later. The mill-wheel cancellations
normally occur in black, but blue and red strikes may be f[found;
they are scarce. The mill-wheel was superseded on lOth March 1869
by place-name cancellers of various types.

The half-circle types C and D of Fig. 10 may be Ffound with
dates between 1849 and 1875, and between 1838 and 1875,
regpectively, in wvarious sub-types. The circular canceller E was
only issued to main post offices, and was in use from 1849 ro
1870. The boxed type F can be found wicth dates from 1858 to 1870.

Based on the wvaluations in the speclallsed catalogues, 1t
appears that the closed or open mill-wheel cancellation is the most
common on all stamps except the 6 Kr. brown type I and the 1 Kr.
yellow. For these two stamps, the place-names, e.g., the half-
clrele types C and D, are most common.

Many more types can be found, some of which are extremely
rare. Reference 3 gives a comprehensive listing and valuation of
the various types of cancellations to be found on these issues.

7. POSTAL RATES
Welghts and Measures

The welghts and measures In use at this time were the Zoll-
pfund and the Meile. The modern equivalents are -

1 Geographic Meile = 7.407 Km.

1 Zoll-pfund = 500 grammes, i.e. 32 loth up te 31.3.1862, or 30

loth from 1.4.1862.

76.
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Fig. 10: Typical Cancellations found on Numeral Issucs -

A. Closed Mill Wheel D. Half Circle (Sans Serif)
B. Open Mill Wheel E. Main Post Office Only
C. Half Circle (Roman Letter) F. Boxed (Various Sub-types)

Postal Rates

For the currency of the numeral issues, the rates were -
Printed Matter — 1 Kr. per loth;
Letters = The detalls are set out Iin the statement in Fig.
11. FPresumably for letters over 4 loth before 1858, and 15 loth or
over later, other rate tables for parcels applied. The author has
not comeé across such rate tables so far. The German-Austrian
Convention of 1850 describes the "Briefpost” and the “Fahrpost”,
l.e., the letter and parcel posts cespectively. Letters were
usually franked with adhesives, but parcels were not.
8. BIBLIOGRAPHY

Earlier parts of this article have cootained the references
that have been relevant to those parts. However, for convenience,
the complete listing is set out below. It is not exhaustive, but
repregents the literature avallable to the author. Items marked
with “*" (or at least an edition of them) are held in the librarcy
of the Philatelic Society of Canberra.

(1} * Scanley Gibbons Catalogue "Germany and German Colonles” -
Section 3, 1971. A fairly simplified listing that distingulshes

i7.
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Rates (in Kr.)
Date Yeight Franked Unfranked
(1oth) giae
Local | Non=-local Leocal | Non-loeal
Up to
1.7.1849 1 1 3 {ag 3 B gag
b (b 9 (b
4 bl B Ea} 3 9 Ea
12 (b 18 (b
Up to
6.4.1850 1 3 (e f
6 (d T
9 (e f
Up to
1.7.1858 1 {e) 1 3 Eag 3 & Ea
6 (b 9 (b
Under
1.4,1862 1 1] 3 a; 3 6 (a
6 (b 9 (b
Under
1.8.1865 1 i 3 3 &
15 2 G 3 [
Under
1.10.1868 1 1 3 3 T
15 2 T [ b i}

Registration - 4 Kr. extra up to 1850 and 6 Kr. up to
1872 .

up to 12 nmeile.

over 12 meile.

up to 10 meile.

over 10 and up to 20 meile.

over 20 meile.

within the German-Austrian FPostal Convention.
and for each subsequent loth up to 16.

e e -

Fig. 11
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between the three maln sets of issues, Ll.e. 1849, 1B50-58 and 1862~
63. Litctle attempt is made to distinguish the various printings
and plates; however, this Is partially dome by listing different
colours and shades.

(2) * Michel Catalogue "Deutschland - Spezial 1976" (in German). A
specialised 1isting that pgives a brief description of the
distingulshing features of the plates and printings. It is a wvery
good listing = the only minor fault is that the notes are a little
brief and in some cases can cause confusion.

(3 Feter 5Sem Catalogue “Bayern Spezial-Kataleg 1977" =
"Kreuzerausgaben — Stempeltail” (in German). A speclallsed listing
that does not go much beyond Michel (Ref. 2) as far as the stamps
are concerned, but contalns a very good and comprehensive listing,
including valuation, of the cancellatlons. A wvery well-presented
catalopue.

(4) Grobe "Altdeutschland Spezial-Katalog 1953" (in German). In
the author's opinion, the best catalogue of the German States. A
very compréhensive listing of Bavaria.

(5 Major Peter Malins "The Humber Postmarks of the German
States”, published by the Germany and Colonies Philatelic Soclety,
Great Britain. A concise listing of the number postmarks of the
German States, Ilncluding Bavaria.

(6) Groenland, Sven “The Bavarian Black” - The Philatelic Journal,
Vol. LXVI, October/December 1956 (serial) p. 72. As the titcle
suggests, this Is an article on the 1 Kr. black of 1849. However,
it does provide useful background on the production of all the
numéral Lssues.

{7 *Williams, L.N. & M. "“Bavaria's First Stamps" = Stamp
Magazine, November 1956. A very readable short article on the 1B49
printings, containing much wseful information.

(8) *Grundel, Hans “Bayern" - Philatelic and Postgeschichte, No.
17, April 1972 and No. 18, July 1972 (in German). A series of very
speclalised articles covering the plate flaws, the distinguishing
features, and records of the largest known multiples of the numeral
issues of Bavaria. A little heavy poing, but contains a mine of
information.

(9) *Dober, K.K. “Bayerische Brucken” =~ Philatelie und
Postgeschichte, No. 24, January 1974 (in German). A short article
on the Bavarian bridges.

(L0} Schnelder Auction Catalogue May 1983,

{ll}) The Plates of the 3 Kr. Blue {Mi. No. 2) (in German). A two-
page description of the distinguishing features of the plate used
for the 3 Kr. blue, obtained from Peter Sem.

9. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

The author acknowledges the assistance with translation given
by Mrs. Edith Scheckenbach of the Philatelic Society of Canberra.
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AUSTRALIA — THE 1913 CHRISTHAS CARD
A«G. Sallsbury

One of the scarcest philatelic fitems of the Commonwealth is the
posteard which was issued by the then Postmaster-General, the Hon.
Agar Wynne, as his officlal greetings card for the Christmas and
New Year GSeason of 1913-14. Perhaps the use of the word
"philatelic” may not be completely accurate, especially if it is
thought of in the sense in which the word is used today, to denote
something in the nature of a gimmick. The card was not used, and
could not be used, to prepay postage, and so Lt cannot come under
the heading of postal stationery, and some may prefer to call it a
Cinderella item. Nevertheless it has considerable philatelic
significance, and the depiction in blue on the card of the then
current 1d red engraved King George V stamp was an impression from
the original die used in the production of the four plates of the
ld red stamp, which was issued on 8th December 1913.
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The die had been made by R.A. Harrison, based on an earlier and
unadopted design by Herman Altmann, an eatry in the competition of
1911 to obtain a design for uniform series of Commonwealth postage
stamps. Harrison's interpretation was approved by the Postmaster=
General, and production of the ld red stamps proceeded accordingly.

At the same time, Mr. Wynne decided to prepare an official
greetings card to convey his good wishes and those of his
Department, and a card was printed 1In dark blue, showing an
impression of the 1ld stamp, with addleional inscriptions as shown
above. The card was printed on unsurfaced white stock, L3Zmm by
95mm, with the blue printing having a raised, almost thermographic,
affact. The back of the card was blank. No record has been found
as to the form of any envelope used for the distribution: possibly
normal ministerial envelopes were used.

Varying figures have been glven as to the number of cards
printed. Rosenblum, in the third edition of his handbook (1928)
gald "Another special impressien from the ld engraved die was
utiliged in December 1913 for the Christmas card, sent out by the
Postmaster-General. This 'P.M.G.'s reprint', as it is koown, 18 in
dark blue, on a card with sultable additional lascrliptions, also In
blue. Only one copy appears Lo have survived, although about B0
were actually issued”. (l). This statement was repeated in the
fifth edition of 1947-48, although any reference to the subject was
inexplicably omitted from the contents sheet at the beginning of
the volume. (2). In his sixth edition of 1966, Rosenblum repeated
the note, but with a significant amendment of the third sentence,
to read "Few coples appear to have survived, although abour B0 were
actually supplied”. (3. Apart from the reference to the
existence of more than one copy, the use of the word "gupplied”
instead of “issued” implies that the number actually printed might
have been greater than had been thought previously.

Dormer Legge illustrated the ftem, and sald "1t has been gtated
that about 80 were sent in all......... This copy is supposed to
be the only one extant". (4). This was written in the 1940s, and
presumably was based on Rosenblum.

The Robson Lowe Encyclopaedia, In Volume IV (196l), again
appearing to rely on Rosenblum, gave a footnote "In 1913 the ld die
was used (in colour) to adorn Cthe Postmaster-General's Christmas
cards. B0 such cards are believed to have been sent.” This vo Lume
was reprinted by Billig's Philatelic Publicatlons with amendments,
but no alteration was notified to this section. (3).

Rosenblum's flgure of B0 seems rather small, but appears to
have been accepted by the other authorities gquoted. This nmumber of
80 (or 60) has been used frequently in auwction catalogues and
advertisements when one of the cards has come onto the market. 1t
is a fact that ministerial practices have often required
substantial distributions of Christmas cards. 1 was told many
years ago by the late Hr H.W. Bentley, who had worked at the
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Victorian Printing Works din Melbourne, and who had later been
asgoclated with Mr T.5. Harrison at the Note Printing Branch of the
Federal Treasury, that the 1913 cards had been gent to all members
of the Federal Parliament, and that there had been a wide
distribution to Heads of Departments, and other officials. This
would have required conslderably more coples than 80.

The offical version is in the handbook issued by the Australian
Post Office in 1970, where the following appears - "An Iinteresting
aspect of the stamp die was that it was also used, within a special
engraved plate, for the printing of 660 Christmas and New Year
greeting cards for 1913-14, in the name of the Postmaster-General
and Staff in Melbourne”. (@)

It will be mnoted that Rosenblum referred to a speclal
impression from the die, whereas the offical account implies that
the actual die itself was fitted into the printing plate.
Whichever Ainterpretation 1s used and whether or mnot it is a
matter of argument if the card i1s a legitimate 1ltem for a
philatelic collection, or a proof, or a Clnderella, a printing of
660 1items 1is exceedingly small, sc that the card remains a
desirable item to show in a collection relating to the ld engraved
gtamp.

NOTES:
(1) A.A. Rosenblum = “The Stamps of the Commonwealth of
Australia®, third Edition, 1928, page 180. The Helbourne

Philatelic Club.

(2) A+A. HRosenblum, fifth edition, 1947-48, page 264. Acacla
Press, Melbourne.

(3) A.A. Rosenblum, sixth edition, 1966, page 552. Acacla Fress,
Melbourne.

(%) H. Dormer Legge = “Commonwealth of Australia - The Line
Engraved Issues of 1914 and the Essays, Die and Plate Proofs of the
Georglan 14", page 53. Orlo-Smith & Co., Melbourne, No date given
(about 1940s8).

(5) Robson Lowe = “The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage
Stamps”, Volume IV, 1961, page 312. HRobson Lowe Ltd., London.
(Reprinted as Billig's Philatelic Handbook Volume 42, by Billig's
Philatelic Publications, Florida, U.5.A. No date given, but after
197 6) .

(6) Australian Post Office — "The 1913-14 Recess-Printed Series
and the King George V Sideface and Pictorial Definitive Stamps”,
page 7. HNo date given, but notified in June 1970.
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MIS5 MADELEINE SMITH OF GLASGOW
Elspeth Bodley

A catchy name always makes a philatelic variety wore popular;
just think of the "Secret Mark™, the "Cut-throat Roo” and the 1972
"Bleeding Nose” C.W.A. In the same way postmarks become known by
ghort names and all these become part of the jargon of our hobby.

“Maltese Cross” is a well-known and readily understood name,
although there are sometimes references to the fact that It 1s not
a true Maltese Cross, but a design adapted from the Tudor Hose
design. Other postmark names are fairly straight-forward, such as
"Brunswick Stars” and "Dotted Circles”, whilst others are more
obscure, e.g. "lley Dolphin” and "HMadeleine Swmith”.

Philatelic handbooks give tantalising information about the
Madeleine Smith postmark, referring to Llts assoclatlon with the
famous murder trlal - and that only whets one's appetite for more
detatl. What possible connectlon could there be?

Miss Madeleine Smith was boran In 1836, the elder daughter of a
well-known Glasgow architect. When she was 19 she met and fell in
love with & Frenchman, Emile L'Angelier, who was employed as a
clerk in Glasgow, but her Ffather refused his permission for thelr
engagement. Madeleine continued to meet Emile and wrote a long
serles of rather gushing letters to him. However, Hadeleine grew
tired of Emlle who then tried to prolong the affalr by threatening
to send her letters to her father. Mr L'Angeller died on 23rd
March 1857 after taking a fatal dose of arsenic. HMadeleine's
lecters to him were found scon after and the Crown believed they
provided the motive for murder.

Madeleine Smith was charged on three counts, two of Intent to
murder and one of wilful murder. On one of the charges of intent
to murder the judge directed the jury to briog In a verdict of “Not
Cullty”. In the evidence in relation to the second and third
charges it was alleged that Madeleine had administered arsenlic in a
cup of cocoa on the night of 22nd February 1857, as well as the
fatal dose a month later. It was proved that she had brought some
arsenlc on 2lst February, stating at the tilme that it was to be
used as a cosmetic, and early in the morning of 23rd February Mr
L'Angelier was taken violeatly 111 at his lodgings.

The Crown had no real evidence that Madeleine and Emile had met
on the evenlng of 22nd February 1857 and relied on entries in
Emile's diary and on a letter written to him by Madelelne. The
Judge tuled that the diary entry was inadmlssible as evidence, and
the letter from Madeleine then became the Crown's only plece of
evidence.

Madeleine's letter had no date, except the day of the week,
Wednesday, and referred to a meeting on the previous Sunday. The
date of the letter was therefore of cruclal ilmportance and would
only be deduced from the postmark.
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A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR
ALL COLLECTORS !!

Consider the excellent advantages of participating in probably the
best postal sales in Australia:

* Items offered are of a high quality, so you can rely
on the catalogue descriptions;

. There is something to suit every philatelic taste:

. Reserve prices are given so you know your starting
point, the minimum price that is required;

" Catalogues are produced on high-guality paper and
important items are photographed to assist you;

" Postal inspection and free photocopy services are
available;

= Interstate visltors are welcome to request to view

lots outside of normal viewling times;
= Payment by Bankcard Is welcome and encouraged;
. You are not at any disadvantage against local
bidders as there is no 'room' participation; and
" | do not charge any form of buyer's commission!

Collectors of everything from the most straightforward stamps to
specialized Postal Stationery, to superb items of Pastal History can
expect to find material to their liking in my sales.

write or phone today for a FREE copy of my next catalogue.

GORYAWATSON

(LICEMNSED PHILATELIC AUCTIONEER)
Ist fI/297 LITTLE COLLING STREET, MELBOURNE 3000

TELEPHOME: = (03) &7 5626 - 24 hours service
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In the event, and as all teo frequently happens, the postmark
was illegible. A Post Office employee was called to give evidence
and stated that 1t had been posted in 1857 and the prosecutlon
asserted that the letter had been written on Wednesday, 25th
February, just after Emile's first illness and after Madeleine had
bought the arsenic.

The defence Counsel had no trouble In answering that
argument: “This letter might have been written on any Wednesday
during the whole course of their correspondence ... but it is found
in an envelope from which the date Is surmlsed. And, gentlemen,
becauvse a certain letter, without date, is found in a certain
envelope, you are asked to convict and to convict of murder on that
evidence alone. I say that if this letter had been found in an
envelope bearing the most legible possible postwark it would have
been absurd and monstrous to convict on such evidence! But when
the postmark is absolutely illegible how much is that difficulty
and absurdity increased?”

Thue the prosecution's case on the second charge of intent to
murder was demolished, largely because of the lack of evidence of
the postmark. This charge received the peculiarly Scottish verdict
of "Not Proven" under which, in criminal cases where the evidence
is not sufficient to fully demonstrate the charge made, a person is
given the beneflt of the doubt and is set free, and cannot be
retrlied, even If later evidence of his guilt be discovered.

The third charge of wilful murder was also gilven the verdict of
"Not Proven” mainly because no evidence could be produced that
Madeleine and her lover had actually met immediately prior to his
death.

Madeleine left the Court a free woman. She later married a Mr
Wardle and after his death went to the United States. Many years
later a fllm company tried to persuade her to re-enact her story
and when she refused they tried to get the U.S. Government to
deport her an the grounds of being an undeslirable person. This was
not successful and Madeleine Smith died in 1928 at the age of 92
years. She is buried in Mount Hope Cemetery, MNew York, under the
name of Lena Wardle Sheehy and to the end she protested her
innocence.

S0 much for the gossip and scandal, now back to the postmark:
The cancellation now known as a "Madeleine Smith” was introduced at
Glasgow In 1856 as a combination numbered obliterator and date
stamp. The Glasgow number, "159", 1Is set Iin a rectangle of six
horizontal bars with a framed rectangle i{mmediately below it giving
the town name, date and code letters. It was an experimental
design and was used only at Glasgow. It has been said that the
Court's indictment of the {llegibility of the postmark in this case
caused the Post Office to discontinue this particular type of
cancellation = in any case, it was withdrawn later in 1857.
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READING ABOUT STAMPS - SOUTHERN AFPRICA
Phil. Lict.

Dear Reader,

"Grumble, grumble, grumble!”™ 1 was quite peaked. [ mean, when
you Lry to make head or tail of some of these mixed-up countries
that keep on changing their name, they do get a bit hard to
follow. Just then a brisk volece at my elbow broke in, "What's up,
Phil?" "Oh, Dirk,” says I, “its just these pesky names in Africa,
I can't keep clear in my mind which is which.”

Sympathetic type, Dirk. He also had a bit of a gleam in his
eye after I sald "Africa”. Pulled up a chair, and sald, "What part
of Africa, Phil, hmm? Might be able to help, just back from there,
my interest, y'know, eh?” “Well, Dirk, it's Rhodesia I'm looking
into. Some of my dear readers are wanting to get good advice on
books to help a Rhodesian Laterest in postal history, but every
time I look at a place it seems to have become gomething else, then
it turns back into what it was before. It does look like a tangle,
and it's bothering me."”

"Rhodesla, hmm? Well, not as hard as L[t looks now Phil.
Really ig my interest. Few pointers From me, eh?” Dirk wriggled
his long frame Into a relaxed curve — he seems [0 be able to sit
easlly even In the clubroom chairs - and got out a fllthy-locking
pipe. "You take Rhodesia now, that's really Southern Rhodesia that
wag called Rhodesia and Myasaland for a while before it was called
just Rhodesia and later Zimbabwe, pretty straightforward, really,
hmm?”  He went on hmm-ing for a while until his pipe was well 1it,
then ralsed an eyebrow at me. “Not clear, hom?®

"No, Dirk, it jolly well isn't; I thought I was getting it, but
you just made it worse.” 1 can't help it, dear readers, if I get a
bit petulant at times, can 1? But Dirk turned out to be a blit more
helpful on his second try. “Easy really, Phil, you just need to do
a bit of digging. Look you can't do better for starters than ol'
Robson Lowe here.” His long hand extracted Vol. LI “The Empire in
Africa® of Robson Lowe's "Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage
Stamps™, and flipped it open to "Part [1: Central”, which had four
sections: Rhodesia; Southern Rhodesia: MNorthern Rhodesia; and
Hyasaland Protectorate. "All in here, Phil. What edition is
this? Oh, hmm, first. Second's better, but look at Billig Yols 36
and 37 for updates. Bit of work on Gibbons helps untangle things
too. Now, look here, hmm?"

Dirk proceeded te sketch out on & convenlent scrap of paper the
pelitical changes of the period uslng these excellent reference
tools, muttering hmms and ehs as he went. It looked like this:
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Brictish South Afriea British Central
Company Africa
1892 = 1924 1891 - 1907
Hyasaland Protectorate
1908 - 1953
Southern Rhodesia Horthern Rhodesia
1924 - 1954 1924 - 1954
Rhodesia & Nyadaland
1954 - 1963
I | |
Southern Rhodesia Northern Bhodesia Nyasaland
1963 - 64 1963 - 64 1963 - &4
Rhodesia Zambia Malawl
1964 - 80 1964 to now 19646 to now
Zimbabwe
1980 to now

"Is a bit tangled, Phil, hmm? Bur look at right books and
untangled, eh? Southern always Southern, Northern always Nerthern,
an' so on, eh?" 1 stared at the plan Dirk had extracted, and it
did hold together. But Dirk was adding, "Good map of Africa halps
too, hme? Old map, Phil, that shows territorles of Mashonaland,
Matabeleland and Nyasaland. Important to read up on tribal
loyalties, even anthropology helps, like seeing why Hatabeles
always had to fight, ham? Helps to see why some of those poliriecal
changes had to happen, eh, Phil? Your dear readers want to collect
In this area, there's no way, Phil, if they don't grab this pattern
of politiecs first, hmm?" The plpe needed some attention, and it
mskgurgllng a blt, = ugh! Filthy things. After a while Dirk was
back.

"Should warn you though Phil, might need to look wider for some
things, hmm? Some might say this is only a side interest, but the
early history of Rhodesla's postal service is connected with
Bechuanaland. Like, you look at Rosenthal's book “Runner and Mail
Coach”, you'll find story of early runners of mail that covered
hundreds of miles, including Rhodesian territory.  Even though
Bechuanaland stamps were used in these, some dear readers will know
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they're really early Rhodesian items, ham? Rosenthal covers all of
Southerw Africa, but part of the story is Rhodesia's, eh? And Lf
you're interested, you just gotter start digglng and searching for
information. You tell them that, Phil, hom?

"Well, thanks, Dirk", says I. "But do you mean that Ffor
Rhodesia there's no one comprehensive book at all, hmm?” Golly, he
had me hmm-ing now.

“Ah, Phil, not so! One good book, best Ln the world, a copy
cight here in our own library, hmm? Once you got the outline like
I showed you, look now, here's R.C. Smith's thrillin' book
"Bhodesla, a Postal History — its Stamps, Posts and Telegraphs” .
Real thrillin' Phil, with wars an' ambushes an' heroes an' a
Victoria Cross an' all, eh? Your dear readers chose Rhodesia,
Phil, they chose some jolly fine yarns, eh? My word, hmm?" -
which was for Dirk high praise lodeed. Do you know, dear readers,
I borrowed this book that Dirk had pralsed so, a bit sceptical I

wag = but 1 couldn't put the darn thing down. The story of
Bhodesia's mall really is exclting - it's got lions, murders,
damsels in distress being rescued, devotion to high {ideals of
service, and morel What a basis for stamp interests, dear

readers. 1 could see it would be easy to become an enthusiast for
your specialty if you collected Rhodesial

Dirk had a few more things to say. fHe suggested that with the
period being so split up in political loyalties, the best thing for
a collector would be to select a small period of time and
concentrate on Just that. Dirk thought that you would need to find
bits of help from many different sources, and that "digging and
searching” (twoe words he liked - must be a carry-over from his
South African mining pursuits!) would pay dividends. He spoke
highly of the "Journal of the Rhodesian Study Circle™, a quarterly
published in London since the carly fifties by C.H. Simpson as
Edltor. He also commended the “International Encyclopaedia of
Stamps” as a pood place to chase up all manner of oddments, a good
digging and searching source as well!

He suggested that an interest in postal or other markings could
be very rewarding also, and for this pursult recommended three
books:

(a) W.G. Nodder & C.D. Twynam “The Postal History and
Postmarks of Britlsh Central Africa and Nyasaland
Protectorate” (London, 1955);

(b) H.H. Heins "Mumeral Cancellations of the British Empire”;

(e} Samuel, Marcus "Specimen stamps of the Crown Colonies 1857
= 1948".

le also reminded me to keep postal stationery in mind,
commenting that the Hobson Lowe volume he had referred to earlier
was very good on this, as was of course Higgins & Gage. He spoke
of the very attractive and colourful designs used, which showed up
g0 well in exhibiction material.
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After I had thanked him, Dirk was just going out, when he
suddenly stuck his head back inside. "Phil, tell "em not to forget
common old auction catalogues, hmm? Like this Sotheby's catalogue
of the Simpson Collection of Nyasaland and Rhodesia, printed and
sold in 1982 in England. Mot just checking prices, y'know, eh,
Phil? But lots to learn about rare items or unusual bits worth
collecting, the sort of things that turn up Ln the large specialist
eollections. Could even open y'vr eyes to something vou didn't know
you had In your own collection. Digging and searching, Phil, tell
'em to keep it up and no telling what may come to light, hmm?” And
he was gone, gangling frame, smelly pipe and all.

S0, Dear Readers, 1 come to the Moment of Truth, when I have to
gay thank you to our own librarian Derek Brennan, for considerable
help in this artiele. Also, you will be interested to know that
every book mentioned here in relation to Rhodesia is either im, or
else is being bought for, cur Soclety's excellent library here in
Canberra.

The following books have been cited in the above article:

BILLIG, F. “Billig's Philatelic Handbook™ wvels 36, 37,
Florida. Ho date glven.

GLIBBONS, 5. "Stamp Catalogue Pt 1, British Commonwealth”,
London, 1983.

HEINS, H.H. "Numeral Cancellations of the Brictish Empire”

"International Encyclopaedia of Stamps”

KODDER, W.G. & TWYRAM, C.D.
"The Postal History and Postmarks of British
Central Africa and MNyasaland Protectorate”, London

1955
ROBSON  LOWE "The Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage
Stamps, Vol II "The Empire in Afrieca” London, 1949
ROSENTHAL "Runner and Mail Coach™, 1969

SAMUEL, Marcus “Specimen stamps of the Crown Colonles 1857 - 1948°
SIMPSON C.H. (ed) "Journal of the Rhodesian Study Circle” 1950s

SMITH R.C. "Rhodesia - a Postal History™ Salisbury, 1967, also
supplementary vol. printed about 1970
SOTHERY “Nyasaland and Rhodesia, Auction Catalogue of the

Simpson Collectlon, 1982
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