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EDITORIAL 

 

This issue we see a huge variety of material, and some news of the achievements at the recent Pacific 
Explorer Exhibition.  I attended the exhibition as a youth volunteer, now that doesn’t mean I’m young, 
simply that I have a high tolerance for pain and can therefore work with kids!  Now this got me 
thinking about the ages of people participating in our hobby and how we can increase the number of 
kids who actually stay with it to adulthood, and it seems that postal authorities have decided that the 
subject of the stamps is the hook that’s needed, but I’m not so sure.  Now I have no problem with 
stamps focussed on the resources of a particular country – people, history, culture, and biodiversity 
etc. but when a stamp features something just because it will sell stamps – that’s going too far.  A 
perfect example can be seen in the T-rex article at the end of this issue – how on earth is a huge 
terrestrial dinosaur from North America going to end up in the Maldives????  But then just when you 
give up hope, there is a ray of light (and I’m not just saying that because it’s appropriate and 
prehistoric). 

Launched at the Pacific Explorer Exhibition were the “Creatures of the Slime” series of stamps – the 
first step in a new initiative to create two stamp issues each year specifically aimed at kids (the second 
obviously in October for Stamp Month).  These celebrate the fauna of the Ediacara area in South 
Australia approximately 560 million years ago.  Now in this series I guess that slime is the “Buzz 
word” for the kids – we all know that slime and dirt are cool (usually) and getting filthy is the best fun 
around, but it’s a little misleading.  Firstly the creatures aren’t made of slime, for the most part they 
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eat it, and secondly (and a disappointment as far as the kids in my stamp club were concerned) there is 
no slime allowed in the proximity of a stamp collection so therefore the stamps can’t be fun…or can 
they? 

Here’s where things get canny – modern technology has allowed the inclusion of “Hidden Images” 
that are revealed with Ultra-violet light (exactly the introduction needed to look at phosphor banding 
and other details).  The Miniature Sheet is also embossed over the area of the fossils so that an extra 
dimension is added (of course embossing is also used on Postal Stationery) giving a fairly realistic 
fossil texture – we made hundreds of fossil casts with plaster during the exhibition, (but although 
working with Monash Science Centre to organise this, Australia Post missed the opportunity to 
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actually make casts of the creatures themselves, instead doing dinosaur stuff which was deemed more 
marketable) again into the fun dirty stuff, but not compatible with stamps (now go and wash your 
hands). 

Also released in conjunction with the stamp series was the “Out of the Slime, Life Before the 
Dinosaurs” Activity Book written and illustrated by Andrew Plant.  Now this was a good move 
because although it contains virtually nothing about stamps other than a link to the Australia Post 
Website (www.auspost.com.au/stamps) it is full of factual information, games and puzzles (and the 
obligatory recipe for slime), there are even stickers!  Now I bet even grown-ups will learn something 
from this book, because you probably have no idea what kind of creatures Pikaia, Opabinia, 
Anomalocaris or Hallucigenia are even if you know about Charniodiscus and Kimberella from 
looking at the stamps. It is probably a surprise to learn how big Dickinsonia could get – now I work 
with this stuff, but a metre long flat wormy thing was a surprise to me as I’d only seen ones a couple 
of inches across. 

What about the stamps themselves?  They’re bright, scientifically accurate (as far as anyone can tell at 
this stage) and well illustrated by one of Australia’s best know PalaeoArtists – Peter Trusler (you may 
have seen some of his previous work in the 1993 and 1997 Prehistoric series).  There are six values 
and they come conveniently in a presentation pack, sheetlet, First Day Cover (2 Designs), Maximum 
Card Set, the aforementioned activity book and of course the stamps themselves. OH, I almost forgot 
the special “fossil finder” keyring light (that’s UV to us).  A grand total value that is way more than 
the pocket money I used to get…  so here we are back to the original point. 

Does this new concept of two issues a year specifically designed for kids aim at getting them to collect 
stamps, or does it just raise money from a younger source?  I’m sure I’m hypocritical as I collect 
prehistory philatelically, but if the aim is to encourage collecting it needs more about the hobby 
delivered with the product.  Australian Stamp Explorer subscription forms, contacts for junior stamp 
clubs, a list of appropriate websites to check out collecting, if it was all packaged together then we 
might just have a chance of obtaining a younger generation of collectors.  I really wonder how many 
of the multitude of kids that went through the Youth Area at PE 2005 will just have a short time 
enjoying their free bag of loot and will have no further philatelic contact until the next freebie comes 
their way.  I know that October is Stamp Collecting Month, and the main collecting push happens 
then, but wouldn’t a more constant approach be more effective? 

So what is the answer?  Well if I knew, then I’d be sitting on a gold mine.  But seriously at the 
moment the single most important factor in encouraging young collectors are people like you!  I 
wouldn’t be doing this job if it weren’t for many philatelic mentors along the way, and although you 
might not think that you can make a difference, just sharing your experience can be an inspiration to 
us all.  I’d particularly like to commend those of you who volunteer specifically with the youth and 
junior stamp clubs – sometimes it’s a thankless task, but you are all champions to your kids, and to 
those of us who’ve been there and done that – THANKYOU! 

 

I promise that I’ll steer clear of prehistory in the next issue, but this is where sharing your experiences 
can really come in to play – write something for Capital Philately.  It doesn’t have to be technical, just 
interesting, and it can be on a small specialist topic, or something general.  This issue we have the 
second article from a new author, so there really shouldn’t be anything stopping you… perhaps we 
need to have a competition to get you inspired? Or perhaps you can’t write for us but can suggest a 
topic you’d like to know more about, or field a question for discussion and response.  This is your 
journal not just a forum for a select few, we’d love to make it a select many.  Drop us a line – all the 
contact details are on the inside front cover and make your journal truly yours. 

 

Now stop reading this rambling and check out the rest of the issue.   
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PACIFIC EXPLORER: CANBERRA RESULTS 
 

Paul Barsdell (A.C.T. Commissioner) 
 

Pacific Explorer, the restricted world exhibition held at Darling Harbour, Sydney, 21-24 April, 
brought together a wide range of generally high-standard exhibits from many countries. Seven entries 
were accepted from the A.C.T., three of which were literature entries, including the Society’s journal, 
Capital Philately. 

Darryl Fuller’s exhibit of Leeward Islands Postal Stationery received a gold medal, Ian McMahon got 
a large vermeil for his Envelopes and Postcards of Canada, as did Andrew Alwast for his aerophilately 
exhibit and Paul Barsdell received a vermeil for Indo-China in the traditional class. 

The Society won a silver medal for its journal Capital Philately, which is a tribute to then editor 
Robert Gregson and Jenni Creagh. Peter Kunz also received a silver medal for his catalogue Collect 
Motor Vehicles on Stamps, which was published by Stanley Gibbons. Finally, the Postal Stationery 
Collector, the journal of the Postal Stationery Society of Australia, edited by Ian McMahon, received 
a silver-bronze medal. 

 Two Society members, Dingle Smith and Tom Frommer, were judges at Pacific Explorer. 

Overall, it was another creditable performance by Society members. 

 

 

 

PSC FIRST DAY COVERS - REVISITED 

 

After our recent piece on Philatelic Society of Canberra First Day Covers we received a third 
contribution from Noel Almeida via Ian McMahon.  Do you have any more to add to these 
discoveries?  If so please contact us so we can add the information to the PSC archive. 
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CANBERRA STAMPSHOW 2006 
 

The Society’s Fourteenth Biennial National Philatelic Convention, Canberra Stampshow 2006, will be 
held once again at the Hellenic Club of Canberra, Matilda Street, Woden from Saturday, 18 March to 
Monday, 20 March 2006. 

At this show, the main attraction will be the Australasian Challenge 3, where the six States, the A.C.T. 
and the two New Zealand Islands will be competing for the perpetual Ed Druce Memorial Trophy. 

The second feature of the show will be the conclusion of MECCA (Middle East Collector Challenge 
in Australia). It covers Middle East topics post World War II across various classes at national level. 

To round off the show, all state-level classes will be offered, which is an ideal starting place for new 
or inexperienced exhibitors or for more experienced exhibitors trying out a new exhibit, particularly in 
a class with which they are not familiar. 

Apart from the exhibits, there should be about 24-28 local, interstate and international dealers taking 
tables at the show, which will provide everyone with an opportunity to add to their collections. As 
dealers are always looking to replenish stock, there is a ready market for collectors who want to sell 
surplus material or get a valuation of a collection or particular items.  

As usual, we have a supporters’ club, members of which will enjoy the comfort of a separate room 
(with free tea and coffee) to relax in between close inspection of exhibits and hard dealing with the 
dealers. For the $60 membership fee, members will also receive a range of benefits, such as free entry 
to the exhibition, $5 discount on one Awards Dinner ticket, direct mailing of Bulletins, a limited issue 
souvenir and a special exhibition envelope. At recent Canberra shows, some dealers were buying the 
philatelic souvenir for the cost of Club membership. 

The Awards Dinner will be held on the Saturday night at the Hellenic Club, at which all results will be 
disclosed, including the winner of the Australasian Challenge. Medals and special prizes will be 
presented during the evening. One of the features of the Dinner at recent Canberra shows has been a 
small fund-raising auction. We will continue this tradition in 2006, and expect the auction to be 
conducted in an atmosphere of much hilarity, as in previous years.  

There will be a range of meetings of philatelic groups at the show and various other activities also 
organised, details of which will be distributed at a later date. The youth area will occupy the same 
room that it did in 2004. Various youth activities will take place in this area, including a youth auction 
on the Monday.  

Although the key elements of the exhibition are in place, there is still much detailed work to be done 
by the Exhibition Committee in the lead up to the show. We all look forward to a stimulating and 
successful show. 

 



Capital Philately 

6        Capital Philately Volume 23 Number 3 

ONE MAN’S TRASH, ANOTHER (WO)MAN’S TREASURE. 
 

Marilyn Ann Gendek 
 

The one thing I have found as a thematic (or topical) collector is that many pathways are always 
appearing for digression and diversity.  While I started out on the main pathway of collecting 
everything on nurses and nursing, I soon discovered how this is not always satisfying and that the 
many branches about nursing that appeared, leading to wonderful picnic grounds, were far more 
interesting. So it is no surprise that I find myself diverting yet again as a result of two paths crossing at 
a Philatelic Society meeting.  

It was March, and the theme of the meeting 
was “Thematics”.  Peter Kunz shared a 
portion of his amazing collection on motor 
vehicles. However, amongst the items on 
display was a cover with a slogan postmark 
of significant interest to me (Fig.1). Not only 
was it nursing related, it was also connected 
to my nursing alma mater, Auckland 
Hospital.  A temporary solution to my desire 
to own the same postmark was found when 
Peter kindly let me scan his prized 

possession, commenting at the time that the 
postmark was a nuisance because it partly 
obliterated the perfectly good meter that was 
of his interest. Well one man’s trash, another 

(wo)man’s treasure!  Let me show you a why with a beginning map of the pathway.  

The postmark of interest advertises 
the Auckland Nurses Reunion to be 
held 23-24 October 1965 (Fig. 2).  
Auckland Hospital was originally 
established in 1847 and, as with most 
colonial hospitals at the time, it was 
having problems with its standards of 
care despite some upgrading of 
buildings.  The appointment of a 
suitable Lady Superintendent in 
1883, a military nurse from England, 
had the desired positive effect and a 
school of nursing following the 
Nightingale model was soon 
established. The later Auckland School of Nursing was to become the largest nursing school in 
Australasia in the 1970s1, but after 107 years it ceased to operate as a hospital school of nursing, 
closing its doors in 1990. However the hospital continued to evolve.  

Part of the evolution of the Auckland Hospital included the Costley Building. While it no longer 
exists, it opened in 1898 as the Children’s Hospital. Edward Costley funded it with support from 
public fundraising (Fig. 3).  However, its expansion to accommodate operating theatres, and the 
increase in adult admissions, forced the Hospital Board once again to build a new dedicated facility 
for children. Thus a new building was opened in 1917 for which royal consent had been obtained to 
name the new building “The Princess Mary Hospital for Children”. Princess Mary (Fig. 4), the 

Figure 1: The coveted cover. Two paths crossing. 
Posted in Auckland 18 June 1965. 

Figure 2: The postmark, provided by Wellesley Street Post 
Office.  
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daughter of King George V, had close connections with nursing children. 
She was a VAD probationer at Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick 
Children in London from around 1916, and after World War 1 she 
undertook a course in nursing at the same hospital2.  The Princess Mary 
Hospital for Children was moved after World War 2 to the Military 

Annexe, which was on the Auckland 
Hospital site and remained there until 
Starship Children’s Hospital replaced it in 
the 1990s. 

Until 1945, Auckland Hospital student 
nurses did their entire course at the 
hospital but after this, practical experience 
was also gained at other hospitals within 
the Auckland Hospital Board area. Before 
World War 2, the two main hospitals in 
Auckland were the Auckland Hospital and 
the Auckland Infirmary at Greenlane (Fig. 5). During the war two 
other hospitals were constructed by the American Forces, one of 
which, Middlemore, continues to operate today1,3. The other, 
Cornwall Hospital (Fig. 6) started out as the 39th US Army General 
Hospital. A large parcel of Cornwall Park (named after Princess 

Figure 3: Real Picture Post Card “The Hospital Auckland” (FGR 5207, unused, 
probably early 1930s). The Costley wards are on the left. To the right of the Costley 

building is the Nurses’ Home, now demolished, but also built with the Costley bequest 
and opened in 1911.  

Figure 4: Princess 
Mary, Newfoundland 

1911. 
Commemorating the 

occasion of the 
Coronation of King 

George V. 

Figure 5: New Zealand Post Pictorial Date Stamp Service. The pictorial date stamp, used for one 
day only, commemorates the centenary of Greenlane Hospital, originally the Auckland Infirmary. 
The initial building was also funded by the Costly bequest and started out as the Costley Home for 

the Aged Poor. It was located on the northern slopes of One Tree Hill (Cornwall Park), and the 
design of the postmark depicts the tree (now gone) and obelisk on the top of the hill.  
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Mary’s parents when they were the Duke and Duchess of Cornwall) was lent to the USA to set up the 
hospital. It was hurriedly constructed in 1942, and at the end of the war it became the first site of the 
National Women’s Hospital, and a geriatric hospital1,4. It was at the Cornwall Geriatric Hospital that a 
formal program of nursing education specifically for men commenced.  

This is where my treasure has led me so far but is only a small proportion of the greater story. 
Reunions held by the Auckland Hospital Registered Nurses Club include all nurses who have been 
associated with Auckland Hospital (now the Auckland City Hospital) and I have yet to find the details 
of the reunion advertised on the postmark. In addition there are many more philatelic items of interest 
that will be included on this particular pathway.  Of course, I suppose I could have taken the pathway 
of nursing and transport...now there’s a thought.  

 

 

References 
1. Brown, M., Masters, D., Smith, B (1998) Nurses of Auckland. 2nd ed. Stylus Publishing Services 
Limited 

2. Dr A Tanner, Museum & Archive, Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children NHS Trust. Personal 
communication. 

3. Auckland Hospital Board (1966) Nursing Trends and Professional Responsibilities. Auckland: 
Author. 

4. http://www.cornwallpark.co.nz/history.asp 

 

 

Figure 6: Cover posted from Gibraltar 1968 and addressed to a doctor at Cornwall Hospital. 
Cornwall Hospital had already started to be dispersed in 1966. The stamp uses a nurse in the 

design and both the stamp and the cover commemorate the World Health Organisation. A 
pharmaceutical company has produced the cover.  
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WENDEN REDISCOVERED 
       

Robert A. M. Gregson                                         
 

Let us go back briefly to around 1900.  In Gibbons World Catalogue, which in those happy days was 
one volume and not simplified (much), you would have found at the end of the Russia listings some 
sparse details of Wenden, and of the local stamps of the Russian Imperial period, called Zemstvo 
issues, from the Russian word meaning a local land council. The Zemstvo issues disappeared from the 
catalogue in later editions, but Wenden remained. In Michel’s excellent catalogue you will find 
Wenden, 13 stamps issued over a span of about 40 years, with reprints existing, and a paragraph 
indicating the existence of the other many Zemstvos. You will not find Wenden in a modern atlas, 
however, because like many other places in Latvia it changed its name. 

Was this logical? No. Wenden was just one of the local postal services that supplemented the Imperial 
posts, and which one had to use to send or receive a letter or parcel if one lived out of the bigger 
towns. Wenden was, however, unusual in that it was the only Zemstvo in the Baltic states, to be 
precise in north east Latvia, and most of its stamps were inscribed in German, not in Russian.  The 
local stamps of Russia, which survived until around 1917, (ignoring of course the bogus stamps 
produced or marketed in Lithuania, that flooded the market after 1991), are now collected by serious 
philatelists in Europe and the USA. Some are now very rare.  A catalogue by Chuchin has been 
reprinted and is now usually offered for sale in the literature sections of auctions by, for example, 
Barefoot in England or Nagl in Germany.  

Because of the German connection, there are specialist articles or handbooks about Wenden’s stamps 
and postal history in German, but not in English. The story is thus lost to most Australian collectors, 
so I have accessed a recent source in Swedish.   

The following is a translation by me into English of most of the first part of an article by Rune 
Bengtsson that appeared in Postryttaren Årsbok 2004, pages 115-122. 

Words in […] are added by me for clarity. The book is in our club library so illustrations can be found 
there. 

 

The local post mirrors Wenden in a period of change 

A century has passed since the only local post in Russia on its Baltic lands, at Wenden Kreis, closed 
down its activities. A quarter of a century has elapsed since the excellent article on this topic, 
Wendensche Kreis Post, by Tomas Sivhed, Claes Åström and Sigurd Ringström was published in 
Postryttaren.  During the year 2003 part of the collection of adjacent territories held at the 
[Stockholm] Postmuseum was on show, including part of the unique Wenden collection. There are 
also three good reasons to make an attempt to contribute a little more complete knowledge and 
thoughts about this interesting postal service in our neighbourhood. 

My interest in Wenden’s postal history grew from the article published in Postryttaren in 1978 
[unfortunately not in our club library], in combination with a general interest in the Baltic and in 
particular Latvia. What specially drove me was to see a little more about the significance of the 
Baltic’s unique local post for the general very dynamic developments which shaped this district under 
the last decades of the 19th century. This period under which the Wenden local post flourished, 1862-
1903, involved such significant pervasive changes in society as the construction of railways, 
industrialisation of the towns, great changes in agriculture,  development of civil society, a beginning 
of political consciousness and a national awakening of a Latvian [nationalist] movement that was 
particularly active in the district that was served by the local post. The question then arises as to how 
the functioning of this postal service that the inhabitants of the Wenden district used had some 
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influence on social changes in general. Let us first take a little closer look at these factors with a 
detailed focus on the actual district, Wenden Kreis, or in Latvian  Cĕsu apriņķis. 

The lands that comprise today’s Estonia and Latvia were at that time separated into four 
administrative districts in Russia, namely Estland, Livland, Kurland and Vitebsk (that is now White 
Russia [Byelorussia] but included a bit of what is today Latvia.)  The government of Livland,  which 
covered the southern part of today’s Estonia. and northern parts of today’s Latvia, was in its turn 
divided into a number of local districts, called kretsar. In this part of Livland that today lies within 
Latvia were found four districts, Riga (Riga), Wenden (Cĕsis), Wolmar (Valmiera) and Walk (Valka).  
A balance of power, into which I cannot go further here,  existed between the Russian imperial 
authority in St Petersburg and the local German Baltic nobility. However the Latvian country folk 
began to make their voices heard more and more in those times. 

The first railway on Baltic territory was the line opened in 1860 between St Petersburg and Warsaw, 
which passed through the eastern part of what is now Latvia. Already in the same year Riga became 
connected to this line via a branch through Dünaberg (Daugavpils). Along the Dagavpils-Riga line a 
station was opened at Stockmannshof  (Pļaviņas). This station lay in the Riga district but also in the 
southern corner of the Wenden district and came to play an important role for linking the [Russian 
imperial] posts to and from the Wenden local post, especially from 1882  when the Wenden post 
established its second office in Stockmannshof. That was left as sufficient until 1889 when the head 
districts of Wenden got their own railway and station and opened connections to the Riga-St 
Petersburg line. 

A third railway with connections to our area of interest and which probably contributed to the closing 
of the Wendensche Kreispost was opened in 1903, the narrow-gauge line between Stockmannshof and 
Walk. With this railway a number of districts within the eastern part of Wenden acquired their own 
railway stations and thus had quicker postal services and connections. 

During these circumstances in Wenden, in the adjacent city of Riga there arose under the last decades 
of the 19th century an enormous change into an industrial city. It developed into Tsarist Russia’s most 
important industrial centre, together with an important port for imports and exports. A proletariat grew 
and laid the foundations for radical upheavals in society with its most visible manifestations in the 
revolutions of 1905 and 1917. Wenden also was influenced by this development of industrialisation. 
The population of the town grew from 1,926 in 1860 to 6,356 in 1897, thus a tripling of population in 
the time that the local post operated. 

In agriculture there were thoroughgoing changes in the 19th century. Serfdom was abolished in 1819, 
but this in itself created a change in the connection of the peasants to the land, so many farmers 
became landless and  came to have a greater dependency on their masters. In the middle of the 1800s 
there were many peasant uprisings that  were suppressed by the Russian military. In 1849 farmers got 
back the right of use to their land. In the 1860s the grounds were laid for the small farm social 
structure in Latvia. [ I omit some details of Latvian literature here that Bengtsson relates]. We know 
[from novels] that in the township of Alt Pebalg the local post functioned until the Russian imperial 
post first came there in 1896. 

Background to the postal services in Wenden 

The historical precursors to the local post in Wenden are those that in 1786 were the ‘Church post’ or 
‘Patentpost’,…….., that is to say  an arrangement where important official notices were distributed to 
parishes for posting up to be read in the churches. The conjecture in the literature, even if exact details 
are lacking, is that the network of distribution within Wenden’s local post came to match that which 
operated for the Patentpost. This provided two postal delivery rounds per week to each parish 
according to an established timetable. 

In 1857 the first stamps of Russia were issued, and the Russian postal services in principle set up one 
post office per district, and thus also one in Wenden. But there were two problems in Wenden. Partly 



Capital Philately 

Capital Philately Volume 23 Number 3  11 

the levels of ability of the local inhabitants to read and write were higher, and it followed that the need 
to have communications with letterboxes was greater than in other parts of the Russian Empire. Partly 
the town of Wenden with its post office in the corner of its district, was nearly 150 km from the most 
outlying parishes. For these reasons the Livland nobility concluded there was a need to provide a 
complementing postal service within the Wenden districts, operative from 1 January 1863. The local 
post served 23 districts of which one (Tirza) lay in the Walk district. Districts connected with the 
transport of mail had two deliveries [and collections] per week. 

The service functioned up until 23 April 1903, when it was closed down. A combination of 
russification of the Baltic provinces and the general development of communication services (newly 
opened railways, a post office in Alt Pebald from 1896, etc.) meant that the Wenden local post had 
played out its role. 

During the whole period from 1863 to 1903 the postal rate for delivery distribution of mailed items 
within the Wenden district was 2 kopecks for a letter of a weight up to 12.8 gm (one lod) and beyond 
that another 2 kopecks for each additional lod. For parcels up to five pounds weight the rate was 4 
kopecks. All the Wenden stamps are with the face value of 2 kopecks, except those that have the 
inscription “Packenmarke” which have the face value of 4 kopecks. 

An estimate of the volume of postal business done can be found through the [annual] sales figures for 
Wenden stamps. 

1863 274 roubles [increasing steadily to…..] 1897 1,724 roubles. 

Preserved postal objects that serve as study material about the Wenden local post 

The amount of surviving material is limited. I have up to now gathered data […] on around 150 letters 
and cards, and this has made it possible to draw some conclusions about how the post was used, how 
and by whom. 

 A first aspect to study is which language or languages are used in the letters. Rough calculation 
shows that 80 % have addresses written in German, 15 % in Russian, and 5 % in Latvian. Those 
where the addresses are written in Russian are nearly all objects sent to different administrative 
authorities, in Wenden, Pskov or St Petersburg. Furthermore, Russian was used on objects sent abroad 
(the country name written in Russian but the rest of the address in German). As German was the 
dominant language this was natural. The local post was set up on the initiative of the German Baltic 
nobility in the district and it was those nobility who in greater degree used the post. 

An observation is that over the period of the post’s functioning it became more common to use 
Russian text in the addresses. This relates to the progressive russification which went on during the 
period of the post. As readers of the previous article about Wenden will surely know,[….] the last 
stamps issued had the text in Russian. 

[on page 121…, more useful information collected]  

Another aspect worth attention is the sender and the recipient addresses. With respect to the sender’s 
address this is most unusually found.  These are almost never written [on the letter] and as the local 
post only used pen cancellations and was without postmarks [cancellations] we do not know for sure 
from where an object was posted, with the exception of Sesswegen (Cesvaine) where an old 
churchpost [Patentpost] cancellation was used for  cancelling Wenden stamps. 

A hint of how the senders were located in either the north or south parts of the district can be got if a 
letter is postmarked either Wenden or Stockmannshof. when getting further ongoing transport by the 
ordinary Russian post office. 

From the recipients’ addresses one finds more information to hand. This is arranged according to the 
following classification [number of examples seen in each case]. 
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38 to addresses in Riga,  31 to addresses within the Wenden district, of which  9 were to the town of 
Wenden. These letters are consequently bear either Wenden stamps only, or come from a sender’s 
address outside the Wenden district [with other stamps], 

15 to other districts in the Latvian part of Livland, 

11 to Estonian parts of Livland, of which 7 were to Dorpat (Tartu) 

6 to Estonia, 

9 to Kurland, of which 5 were to Libau (Liepāja), 

1 to Vitebsk (Dünaberg), 

13 to further destinations in  Russia, of which 8 were to St Petersburg, 

21 to outside the country, comprising 16 to Germany, 2 to France and 1 to each of Denmark, 
Switzerland and Mexico. 

 

[Bengtsson notes in conclusion on page 122 that the Wenden post served three purposes, (1) 
communications for the German Baltic nobility, and their contacts in Germany, (2) contacts with the 
Russian administration at local, regional and state levels, and (3) for the growing Latvian nationalist 
movement]. 

 

 

1891 Russian 3k stationery card franked with Wenden 2k, canc. by Wenden cds & used to Dunaburg, 
v.f., signed Mikulski, scarce with postal canc. instead of the customary ms.  

Image From:  Cherrystone Philatelic Auctioneers - stampauctionnetwork.com/ x/x30588.cfm 
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REVIEW OF FACIT 2005 SPECIAL COLOUR 
 

Robert A. M. Gregson 
 

The Facit catalogue is one of the most authoritative stamp catalogues available to the collector who is 
seriously interested in the Scandinavian countries. The latest edition, softback, that is now 888 pages 
long and has good colour illustrations throughout, is as usual in Swedish but also has good English 
translations for most of the stamp details. It now covers Aaland, Iceland, Finland, Denmark, Norway, 
Greenland, the Faroes, Sweden and the Danish West Indies. The Facit special catalogue provides very 
detailed listings of the classic 19th century issues; these have been augmented in even greater detail 
than in previous editions with which I have been able to make a comparison. Historical research about 
printing, distribution and use of Scandinavian stamps is very active, the tables of the international use 
of mail from Sweden and Denmark, and the places that correspond to the numbered ring cancellations 
for Norway and Denmark have long been a feature of Facit.  If for example you are determined 
accurately to identify the Norwegian posthorn stamps, in use from 1871 to the present, then this is the 
book for you. The Finland listings include imperial Russian stamps used there. 

For older issues the stamps are now listed as UM(**), LHM(*), Used and on Cover, for modern issues 
(after WW II) the (*) is dropped.   Many of the modern stamps have useful details on the designs 
which the thematic collector, or one who wants to write up for exhibition, will find very helpful. There 
are separate sections for booklets, se-tenant advertising pairs, first day covers, and now for the 
revenue stamps of Sweden from 1811 up to their discontinuation around 1961.  This section now 
includes both state issues, including the spectacular Charta Sigillata types before 1881, and the 
numerous town issues around the 1930s. I found interesting the use of  DOK, a designation to indicate 
a stamp that is mentioned as existing in official records but for which no copies have yet been seen by 
philatelists. It has been the practice for Facit to vary the coverage of what some call back-of-the-book 
material, from year to year, so the collector who wants to identify local issues or postal stationery will 
still need to augment Facit or get back issues, such as the year 2000 when older and modern locals 
were listed. Information on 19th century postmarks seems to have been dropped. 

I rarely buy catalogues, as opposed to handbooks, and this is the first Facit special I have bought since 
1981, so over 25 years the volume has about doubled in thickness, and interestingly prices have 
altered, but not always up. Classic stamps on cover have obviously appreciated more than inflation, 
but commoner 19th century stamps that are still around in profusion have fallen in actual Kronor 
values. Any scarcer stamps are however listed at double or much more if used on non-philatelic 
covers. The international glut of unused modern stamps seems to be mainly in the 1980s, with dealers 
still using them up on mail; more recent issues are a bit firmer. The notation M against a stamp, 
indicating that its value is commercially too low to be worth pricing, is used extensively. I think this 
practice was begun by Michel. If you need a copy of Facit 2005, and can’t wait for the Club Library to 
get one when funds permit, then expect to pay about $100. I don’t know if it will appear on CD. 
Compared with some catalogues more familiar to Australian collectors, Facit is up to date, even the 
cover shows two stamps with the royal Danish couple Frederik and Mary.                                    
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CENTENARY OF A TYRANT – SIZE DOES MATTER 
 

Phil Hore & Jenni Creagh 
 

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary of the world’s favourite dinosaur – 
Tyrannosaurus rex  - I thought a little prehistoric philately might be just the 
ticket.   

Now just why we all seem to be fascinated by a huge fang-faced meat-eating 
monster is a bit of a mystery, but I guess there is a certain majesty about the 
beast.  A large number of people believe that this is the largest, the KING, of 
all the dinosaurs, but I am sorry to disappoint you, dinosaurs are not hereditary 
monarchists, but strict followers of the survival of the fittest – so is T-rex a 
suitable ruler, or merely an over-rated hyper-promoted has-been? 

New finds over the last few years have caused a lot of confusion over just 
what was the largest carnivorous dinosaur to have ever lived. For nearly 90 
years the answer was easy… Tyrannosaurus rex, hands down (probably not an accurate expression as 
T-rex arms have only recently been discovered and described).  

Though some remains had been found of other large 
theropods (carnivorous dinosaurs), so little was found of these 
animals that it was hard to get a good image of that they truly 
looked like. A classic example of this is Spinosaurus, an 
apparently 
‘new’ 
dinosaur 
that was 
originally 
discovered 
in Egypt 

before the break out of World War I. This “super-
predator’ from Jurassic Park III has been estimated 
to be from 40, to as much as 60 ft long and possibly 
larger. One partial skull fragment suggests a 
spinosaur with a head 8 feet long. If Spinosaurus 
were a crocodile this measurement means it had a 
body length of 64 feet.  

There’s a ‘magic’ ratio between the head and body 
lengths of crocodiles that says their bodies are 
always 8 times larger than their heads. This ratio is 
probably not the case with Spinosaurus however as, 
though their heads closely resemble crocodiles, they 
were theropods meaning their closest living relatives 
today are birds.  

These larger spinosaur fossils were destroyed when 
the German museum that housed the fossils were 
destroyed during a WWII allied bombing raid, so 
any further study on them is impossible. As only 
partial remains of Spinosaurus have been found so 
far (with many of those destroyed), we can’t really 

Spinosaurus Postcard – Dave Marrs. 
©1992 DinoCardz Co. 
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work out the true length of these dinosaurs until some more complete remains are located. That’s why 
fact alone takes Spinosaurus out of our little discussion for largest theropod ever - though in reality 
they probably were. 

Things change however and today, a 
number of theropods have been found in 
countries scattered across the globe that 
are making a serious challenge for 
T-rex’s crown. 

Other Spinosaurids that are in the race 
for largest ever are Suchomimus, 
Baryonyx and Acrocanthosaurus. The 
first is a very large carnivore from Niger 
Africa that’s roughly 100 M.Y’s old. It 
too had a much smaller sail on its back 
(roughly half the height of 
Spinosaurus’s sail). The largest remains 
of Suchomimus suggest a body length of 
11 meters, much smaller then T-rex so 
for now Suchomimus is out of the race. 
The best Baryonyx known has only a 
length of around 10 metres, but the 
important thing here is it shows signs of 
being far from full-grown. Again this 
takes Baryonyx out of the race but future 
finds could be quiet startling. 

Acrocanthosaurus also has a small ridge or fin on its back and is roughly 12 metres long. This is by 
far the largest of the spinosaurids, but as the other four shows signs and hints that they could have 
been much larger suggests it may have been the smaller of the four. 

There is a pile of partial 
or incomplete finds that 
also suggest a gigantic 
size. Chilantiasaurus 
remains suggest a size of 
around 13 metres and is 
an amazing dinosaur as 
out of the four different 
species of 
Chilantiasaurus known, 
two of them may well be 
therizinosaurs (strange 
goose looking 
herbivorous dinosaurs). 

A somewhat surprising 
entrant into the largest 
carnosaur ever is 
Allosaurus. Though 
early textbooks ad 
dinosaur books always 
had Allosaurus at roughly 

Thai Miniature Sheet - 1997. 
Two minor contenders:  

Top Right – Siamotyrannus (a Tyrannosaur),   
Bottom Left – Siamosaurus (a Spinosaurid) 

Allosaurus Postcard – Stephen Czerkas, 1986.    
©1987 The Dinosaur Postcard Book. 
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the same size as T-rex, in reality it was never 
anywhere near this size. In fact Allosaurus was not 
even on the larger size of the medium sized 
theropods of which there are now many, but a few 
scattered bones have recently changed this idea. 
Allosaurus saurophaganax was an allosaurid 
roughly 14 metres long (this is a guess though as 
there are few remains for this dinosaur) originally 
called Saurophagus maximus and Epanterias as well 
as A. maximus, it is an interesting entrant for the 
simple fact that many currently think it may really 
be just an Allosaurus fragilis, the basal 
(palaeontologists never say basic or common) form 
for allosaurids.  This presents the question, do large 
theropods simply continue to grow until they die? 
Certainly crocodiles do this though their growth rate 
tapers away the older they get, they never truly stop 
growing, but again, dinosaurs are only distantly 
related to crocodilians...still it could explain some of 
the remains I will discuss soon.  

Tyrannosaurus of course is our benchmark and has 
been known since 1902 with an almost complete 
individual found in 1905 by famed dinosaur hunter 

Left: Allosaurus Postcard – Peter Trusler. 
©1993 Australia Post. 

Below: Nevis Miniature Sheet – 1999.  
A toothy tyrannosaur provides a background 

for other species – using the power of the king 
to sell the sheet. 

Below: Ceratosaurus Postcard – Dave Marrs. 
©1992 DinoCardz Co. 
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Barnum Brown. Out of the various species of tyrannosaurids, Tyrannosaurus rex is certainly the most 
famous. What was once thought to be the rarest of dinosaurs has recently been discovered to be one of 
the more common. Nearly 50 individuals are known at this time with several found together 
suggesting a family group or pack. At roughly 40 feet long and roughly 7 tons it was by far the largest 
carnivorous dinosaur known for a long time. Some would think its 5 foot head is its most striking 
feature, others its tiny arms.  No matter what you think, it is by far the most famous and recognizable 
of all dinosaurs and will only be knocked off the throne it has held with one hell of a fight, and our 
next dinosaur is the one to stand up and fight. 

Giganotosaurus, the “giant southern lizard” 
first described in 1994, is a 100 million year 
old carnivore from Argentina. Thanks to the 
skeleton being 70% complete, it was 
apparent almost immediately to its South 
American discoverers that they had 
something special. Its skull alone was 6 
feet, an entire foot longer then the largest T-
rex skull. This was a large dinosaur. 
Immediate gigantic figures were being 
tossed around as to it’s actual size, and 
these seem to have settled recently to 
around 45 feet, roughly longer the largest 
tyrannosaurid by its skulls length. 
Amazingly a skull fragment from a second 
individual hints that it could have been as 
much as 50 ft, a truly tremendous animal. 
For a long time it was suggested that though 
large, a T-rex was much more heavily built 
and would have easily outweighed 

Giganotosaurus. This is 
certainly true when you 
look at the skulls of 
these two theropods. 
Giganotosaurs had a 
long, thin skull with 
smallish teeth while a 
tyranosaur skull is 
simply a thing of horror. 
Even crocodile and 
crocodile skulled 
dinosaurs like the 
Spinosauruds are 
nothing when compared 
to a tyrannosaurid skull. 
These things scream 
power and punishment. 

It’s all a matter of 
leverage. The further 
along the jaw you go, 
the weaker the pressure. 
This obviously means 

Argentine Miniature Sheet – C. Papolio. 1998. 
Bottom Left – Giganotosaurus. 

Claws and Teeth Against Horns and Beaks – Mark Hallett, 1984.  
©1987 The Dinosaur Postcard Book. 

Size does matter when you look at some of the potential food… 
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those dinosaurs with long 
thin snouts have a weaker 
bite then those with wider 
flatter muzzles. With such a 
wide skull it’s estimated a 
tryannosaur had 30% more 
pressure in it’s bite then any 
other theropod, and that 
pressure could be equally 
dispersed from the front to 
the back of its mouth. But 
the horror doesn’t end there! 
30 cm long teeth deeply 
rooted in that extremely 
robust skull along with large 
neck and shoulder joints 
shows that a T-rex had 
immense muscles around 
these areas.  

A Tyrannosaur would 
simply bite down on its victim, puncturing and snapping any skin and bone with in its jaws. It would 
then pull and shake its massive head, using the power stored in its upper body to wrench and tear 
massive chunks of flesh away from its victim. Have you ever seen a pit bull attack?  They bite, crush 
and hold on, whipping their heads back and forth, tearing away whatever is in their mouths, and 
nothing, nothing can get a bulldog to break off its’ bite when it doesn’t want to. Bulldogs weigh at 
most 30 maybe 40 kilos; A 
tyrannosaur weighs nearly 7 
tons. Tyrannosaurus rex 
had by far the strongest bite 
of any animal ever! Nearly 
3 tons of pressure behind 
every tooth when it bites. 
Giganotosaurus may well 
have been longer, and as 
heavily built in its legs and 
body (this though is a 
guess, the feet have never 
been found) but there was 
no competition when it 
came to the head.  

For a while there it seemed 
we had our winner. 
Giganotosaurus was longer 
and possibly heavier while 
T-rex could still hold its 
head high from the sheer 
brutality of its skull. But 
our journey wasn’t finished 
yet.  

Tyrannosaurus rex pack attacks Edmontosaurus regalis 
– Brian Franczak, 1991.  

This painting was done just after the discovery of the first T. rex arms. 

Carnotaurus Postcard – Dave Marrs.  
©1992 DinoCardz Co. 

Ugly! The perfect example of the Bulldog Bite – short, powerful 
jaws give this Argentine predator the edge, although it doesn’t stand 

up in the size stakes it’s still a nasty customer. 
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Two huge finds have got 
heads turning and the Internet 
buzzing. The first is another 
South American find from 
Patagonia. Here several 
theropods have been found in 
close proximity to each other, 
and first reports seem to say 
that they are more than likely 
not closely related to 
Giganotosaurus, and much 
bigger. Unfortunately this 
discovery has only been 
recently made so we will be 
waiting for some time for any 
solid information. As far as I 
have been able to ascertain of 
the bones are still in the 
ground! 

Lastly we have a new 
discovery that went almost 
unnoticed during the recent 
spate of ‘...bigger then T-rex.’ 
discoveries, and amazingly, it’s a Tyrannosaurus. 

Discovered by Keith Rigby, this new Tyrannosaurus has a skull that is 2 metres long, nearly 30% 
larger then any other Tyrannosaurids. Possibly the most impressive feature is the size of its pubic 
bone. Giganotosaurus pubic bone has been recorded at 118 cm. This new tyrannosaurus has a pubic 
bone length of 133 cms. Some suggest this could just belong to a dinosaur that had very large hips, but 
the more realistic reason is it was simply a lot, lot bigger. In fact it may well bean new species of 
tyrannosaurid and has been given the working title of tyrannosaurus imperator. 

And this is as much as we 
may ever know about the 
‘Rigby’ rex. As has 
happened before with a 
tyrannosaurus called Sue, 
the ‘Rigby’ rex is at the 
centre of a legal battle that 
may well keep it out of its 
discoverers hands. It may 
well enter public auction 
and be bought be a private 
collector and never be seen 
again. 

But are we asking the 
wrong questions? Should 
we really ask these 
questions at all? At the end 
of the day, does it really 
matter which animal was 
the biggest, fastest or 

Running Tyrannosaurus torsus (Daspletosaurus) 
– Gregory S. Paul, 1987.  

Killing power concentrated in strong blade-toothed jaws. 

Tyrannosaurus Postcard – Dave Marrs.  
©1992 DinoCardz Co. 
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strongest? Should it not be simply enough that 
we know anything at all about these animals, 
that we are in a position to sit back and marvel 
at just what fantastic creatures these ancient 
animals where. Can we not just appreciate each 
of these dinosaurs for their individual beauty? 

For me then answer is simple...No! I want to 
know who was the biggest and the best, and I 
love the fact that with each new discovery, the 
picture changes and there is something new 
and amazing to discover. To me, that’s the best 
part of all this!  

 

This article was adapted from one of Phils’s 
contributions to the National Dinosaur 
Museum’s “Dinosaur Age” Magazine with 
appropriate philatelic additions from Jenni’s 
collection (special thanks to G.B. for many of 
these).  For more information visit 
www.nationaldinosaurmuseum.com.au 

 

Quetzalcoatlus Postcard – Gregory S. Paul, 1987.
In this quest we have only considered dinosaurs – 
here the largest flying animal ever known easily 
scares off an adult tyrannosaur (Albertosaurus). 

Right: 
Tyrannosaurus rex 
Postcard – Royal 

Tyrrell Museum  of 
Palaeontology, 1986. 

©1987 The Dinosaur 
Postcard Book. 

Perhaps T. rex has 
something to smile 

about after all!   
Who knows what the 
next discovery will 
be… but that’s all 

part of the fun really, 
kind of like 

wondering where 
that next philatelic 

collectable will 
spring from. 
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A Long time ago in 
a galaxy far, far 
away (before the 
invention of the 

mass marketing) we 
probably wouldn’t 
have come across a 
chocolate invasion 

and felt the 
awesome power if 
the “Dark Side”.  
There are 3 Avant 
Cards in the series 
as far as I know - 

numbers 9660, 9628 
and 9629.  

 Please let me know 
if you find more. 
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EDITORIAL 

It is really amazing what you can find when you’re not looking for it…  This contribution for 
PASTCARDS turned up almost by accident as part of a dedicated attempt to nail down some of the 
details of our family tree and archive a lot of old family documents while recording them digitally as 
well (the wonders of modern technology – I hope our descendants appreciate the lengths we go to).  
Tucked away within stashes of correspondence were these lovely picture postcards which my mother 
and grandmother presented to dad, knowing his greater interest in things philatelic.  There were a 
couple of other gems which readers will find out about in future issues, but the moral of the story is to 
check through family history for treasure of all sorts, and record it before it’s too late. 

You will also find a bit of treasure included with this issue – it’s free postcard time again!  Thanks to 
Avant Card we have included a couple of goodies for you, and more are available at meetings of the 
postcard group…enjoy! 
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EILEEN’S POSTCARDS 
 

Bruce Parker 
 
Eileen Delargy was born in Paddington in 1894. Her intact(?) postcard collection is part of my wife’s 
family archives which have recently seen the light of day. Eileen’s Father, John Delargy came to 
Australia from County Antrim in (Northern) Ireland – the year is presently not known. John married 
Hannah Morrison who was born in County Waterford, (Southern) Ireland in Waverley.  John Delargy 
enlisted in the New South Wales Artillery in 1888. Artillery Orders 166 dated August 28, 1895 
includes: 

7. District Storeman – No. 1655 Gr. J. Delargy, Depot Company, to 9.2inch B.L. Fort, Coogee 
(unpaid), and to occupy quarters at Coogee from 29th instant. 

Artillery District Orders 1912 (Commonwealth Military Forces, 2nd Military District) includes: 

7. TRANSFERS – (a)  No. 27, Corporal D. Delargy, from Coogee, South Head Sub-district, to 
Wollongong, Middle Head Sub-district, from 16-10-12, inclusive, and will be attached to No. 4 
Company. 

From street addresses and some 
messages “I don’t know the way to 
the fort from the tram, so please 
meet me at the cemetery gates” we 
presume that the fort was situated 
on the headland now known as 
Shark Point  - the most distant 
headland in the view on figure 1 – 
an “Art Series” card. 

Eileen’s card collection dates 
between about 1904 and 1911 with 
two late items in 1913. The cards 
are a mixture, being addressed to 
one or both of her parents or to her, 
in about equal numbers, together 

with a few unaddressed, unused cards. There are also a very small number, which either were returned 
to Eileen or never posted.  

Pictorially, the cards cover a wide 
range of topics as shown here, 
although I have tended to omit 
cards with views of Sydney 
Harbour or the city, as I will 
discuss these topics separately. 
About one third of the 159 cards 
were in a small album 170cmx 
120cm, principally addressed to 
Eileen, but including some to her 
parents and four unused cards 
including two “US Fleet” cards, 
one of which is figure 2, published 
by “Empire”. 

1

2
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The collection is useful from a family 
history aspect as it gives both a 
perspective on family activities and 
also a number of pertinent details not 
readily gleaned from other items in 
the archive. Several references to and 
cards from Mosman have opened a 
more specific address for some 
Sydney cousins. A nice Harding & 
Billings card (Series147) of Bondi 
Beach, figure 3, with the message 
“New arrival at Mosman this 
morning at twenty past four I am 
going over today H.M.” A rather 
faded photographic card, figure 4, 

published by M. Broadhurst, almost appears hand made! The back (figure 5) is interesting as it 
appears to be some form of general 
printed stock with Broadhurst’s 
details rubber stamped in purple.  

The cards are generally addressed 
to “The Fort, Little Coogee” or 
“The Fort, Waverley”. The later 
postmarked cards often have the 
Little Coogee crossed out and 
Waverley added in post-office blue 
pencil. Unfortunately, a number of 
cards have had the postage stamp 
removed, so can not be dated for 
additional information in family 

history.  

There are only two undivided back 
cards in the collection, both to 
Hannah, postmarked December 
1906 (figure 6) and December 
1908 (figure 7); both carry brief 
Christmas Greetings. The 
colouring in the Kerry card is quite 
natural.  

A number of cards addressed to 
Eileen are either Birthday cards or 
carry Birthday wishes, principally 
for 1907. Several of these are the 

“Large Letter” types published by Rotary Photo EC including figure 8 which also has glitter stuck to 
the letters. A number of the birthday cards are printed/published overseas; figure 9 is a typical 
example, again with glitter. 

Cards with Christmas/New Year greetings may be either purpose printed such as figure 10 with snow 
and holly from the Northern Hemisphere (printed in Germany), locally produced (figure 11) with an 
Australian bush scene or overprinted on a standard (view of Sydney) card as figure 12. 

3

4

5 
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Many of the cards bear day to day messages which would 
now be communicated over the phone or by email: Ethel  
(a prodigious card sender and presumably a school-mate) sends a nice “Oilette” of Mrs Bradyll by Sir 
Joshua Reynolds with the message: “You will be surprised to hear we are off to Tasmania Tuesday. 
As the doctor ordered me away….” Figure 13. Two cards followed, both have their stamps removed, 

17

18

20 

19

16 
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but one has a Hobart machine cancellation of 12 Sep (19)11 the other has just a trace of what appears 
to be a Hobart cancellation – figures 14 & 15. Ethel also travelled North, sending an English postcard 
with Easter greetings from Brisbane – figure 16. 

Ethel also sent cards from home – figure 17 (printed in Germany) has an invitation “We are having a 
few friends next Wednesday night and would be very pleased if you could come, hoping you will not 
disappoint, With love, Ethel.” Other friends travelled, and Annette sent cards from a trip South 
including figure 18 of the Treasury Buildings in Melbourne, and the comical Bamforth card, figure 19. 
Other friends also went North and Bess sent figure 20 from Maryborough, while Nell Anderson 
appeared to be working at Finney Isles department store in Brisbane when she sent figure 21.  

In this day and age, what parent would not be horrified to see their teenage daughter receive a card 
(figure 22) with a message: “Dear Eileen Will you meet me at the Cross tomorrow at 2.45 & we will 
then go for a walk?…Give Love to your Mother Love from Norah” ?  

21 

22 
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I cannot resist figure 23, showing the road through Kangaroo Valley published by GD&D and with 
brief Xmas greetings. To conclude, figure 24 printed in England, the first card in the little album but 
chronologically the last postcard in the collection is the only postcard, addressed by one of her 
nephews, to Hannah at The Fort, Signal Hill, Wollongong, N.S.W. and the message Expect us by 
9.5am train from Sydney on Saturday next. Wishing you all a happy & prosperous New Year. 
J.W.Power. Postmarked 3.30pm 2 Jan 1913. The only other item to Signal Hill is a February 1913 
Western Australian Pictorial Letter Card with a long letter to John Delargy and two sheets each with 
four postcard size black and white W.A. views printed back to back.  – not illustrated, titled “Series 
No.3; and posted in South Australia with a 2d yellow W.A. stamp surcharged ONE PENNY. 

To summarise this interesting collection, by far the greatest number of cards are Christmas/New Year 
or Birthday greeting cards. A number of the Birthday greetings are on “Floral” cards with no printed 
“Birthday” message, although most of the Christmas messages are on “Christmas” cards. Most of the 
topographic cards are real photographs of Sydney although there are several South Coast views on 
cards postmarked prior to the move to Wollongong (and not posted from the South Coast).  Only 
seven of the cards have overseas views, ranging from “The Fruit Market at Covent Gardens, London” 
to the “Pulpit in 
Christchurch 
Cathedral”. None 
were posted 
overseas. From a 
family history point 
of view, the 
collection asks as 
many questions, 
presently 
unanswerable, as it 
provides evidence / 
amplification of 
facts already known. 
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YOUR FAVOURITE DEALER 

Write, phone, fax or e-mail for your free copy of one of our competitive price lists. 
 

1. Australia and Territories 2. Australian States 
3. New Zealand   4. South Pacific Islands 

We service want lists and provide professional insurance valuations.  We buy and sell 
quality stamps and collections, phonecards and cigarette cards.  We accept Bankcard, 
MasterCard, Visa, American express, cheques, money orders and (of course!) cash. 
Give us a try; our competitive prices and friendly staff will pleasantly surprise you. 

 
PO BOX 259 NEWPORT BEACH, NSW 2106 

Phone: (02) 9979 1561  Fax: (02) 9979 1577   
E-mail:  pittwaterstamps@ozemail.com.au 

View all of our price lists at our website address: 
www.ozemail.com.au/~pittwaterstamps/ 

Only one stamp magazine provides the complete coverage “down under” 
 

Stamp News 

INCORPORATING THE AUSTRALIAN STAMP MONTHLY 
 

Australasia’s leading magazine 
 

The leader for news  The leader for comment 
The leader for circulation 

The greatest coverage of Australian and Pacific News 
of any Stamp Magazine in the World 

 
Sample copy, subscriptions and Advertising rates on request. 

 
All major credit cards accepted. 

 

Stamp News Pty. Ltd. 
 

PO Box 1290, Upwey, VIC, 3158  
Email info@stampnews.com.au 

Phone: 03 9754 1399  Fax: 03 9754 1377 
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