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One of the first and most important things to be learned by anyone 
who aspires to become a philatelist, as distinct from a collector, 
accumulator or hoarder, is the need to be continually studying 
everything about the hobby. Even those who have devoted a whole 
life-time to the pursuit of stamps can never claim that they know 
it all. A fuller knowledge of what philately is all about can add 
a new dimension to one's outlook. 

Over many years, the Philatelic Society of Canberra has 
conducted philatelic courses as one of the services to its 
members. Each course has comprised half a dozen· sessions over a 
period of weeks, where people who might know something of a 
particular subject are ready to impart knowledge, and to try to 
encourage the others to broaden their studies. Such instruction 
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periods often involve a great deal of time and care in their 
preparation, and the courses are conducted at various levels of 
expertise, so that anyone, from the beginner to the expert, may 
expect to derive some benefit and interest, and maybe even 
enjoyment, from attendance at them. 

One of the curious features of these courses has been the lack 
of interest shown by the general run of those who are eligible to 
participate. Despite advance publicity, it has been found usually 
that a mere handful of people enrol, and often this is achieved 
only by last-minute canvassing. Attendance consists largely of 
those who have been members only for a short time, or who may even 
be then only thinking of joining the Society. Long-term members 
are conspicuous by their absence. It must be said, though, that 
the enthusiasm of the participants prevent the speakers from 
wondering if it is worth while. 

Why is this? Is it that members feel that they know it all? 
This is probably not the case - a more likely explanation is that 
many collectors have not had opened up to them the boundless 
possibilities of exploring other areas, but a far worse situation 
arises if the reason is that they are reluctant or afraid to enrol. 

Let this not be misunderstood. The vast majority of people 
who collect stamps do so because they want a relaxing hobby which 
will not make too heavy a demand on their time. It provides an 
outlet for relaxation, and certainly extends the field of general 
knowledge. But many want to go further than acquiring one copy of 
every stamp from the countries of their choice, and they seek more 
than an activity which requires the minimum of time and expense 
(but which nevertheless can still be the cause of real 
enjoyment). Those who are content to remain at what might be 
called the "beginner level" are in the majority, and their 
interest, like their numbers, is not to be dismissed. But 
discussions with such people often reveal that they wonder what to 
do next. There is a limit to what can be achieved by a simple 
collection, and if they are in it only for the attraction of an 
ever-increasing value of their investment, the facts of life, when 
it comes to the time for realisation, often bring a rude shock. A 
recent chance remark during a conversation with one who felt that 
he had reached the limit of achievement in his field, led to his 
branching out in an entirely new, and, for him, unorthodox, 
direction, which he has proceeded to pursue with enthusiasm. 

Senior and more advanced collectors are not always blameless 
in their attitude to the tyros. The questions raised seem to show 
a lack of gumption, and may even be regarded (or, even worse, 
described) as stupid. Discouragement in the early stages means 
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that a potential keen student may be lost to the hobby, so that he 
may go over to collecting tea-spoons. 

This is why it is important that Societies should do their 
utmost to encourage their members to advance themselves. It is no 
use investing large sums in building up a library, such as the 
excellent collection owned by this Society, if there is no use 
being made of it. It is no use running courses and workshops if 
only a handful of members take advantage of them. It is no use 
organising events like the National Philatelic Conventions if the 
net result is to acquire one or two new members. Sometimes it 
seems hard to find out what the members really want, and it may 
even turn out that, when asked, they are unable to formulate their 
views. Again, in running a library, the members need to be 
instructed about the resources which it can provide. How 
frequently does it happen that someone encounters a problem which 
presents a major difficulty, when the subject is already the 
subject of a large, and readily-available, volume of published 
information? 

Any governing body of a philatelic society would do well to 
consider these questions, and decide on a positive and affirmative 
policy to excite its members to look around them to see what can be 
found. We all know of the success of events like AUSIPEX 84, but 
we tend to forget that the actual entertainment is provided by the 
very few, who have branched out to take their hobby almost to the 
ultimate extent. If the present body of collectors do not branch 
out, who will provide the entertainment in another twenty years? 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Manuscripts of articles for publication in "Capital Philately" 
are always welcome. They should be sent as quickly as possible to 
the Editor, at G.P.O. Box 1840, Canberra, A.C.T., 2601, without 
waiting until the dead-line for publication • 

Articles should comprise about 1 , 500 words, although shorter 
or longer items are acceptable. It makes it so much easier for the 
Editor if they are typed in double-space! 
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SUNPEX 85 IMPRESSIONS 

Judy Kennett -I had three overall impressions. First, there was the obvious 
hard work, long hours and efforts put into the Exhibition by the 
organising commit tee and a team of devoted helpers. Second, the 
efficiency and helpfulness of the security staff, particularly in 
my own case. I lost a favourite watch on the second day, and felt 
it was gone forever. The next morning it was waiting for me at the 
office. Third, Australia Post was very involved in the Exhibition, 
and the staff at the post office counters were accommodating in 
arranging for the despatch of strange packages and for producing 
strange combinations of postal cancels. 

Now for the impressions of exhibits. Australian Commonwealth 
included an interesting collection of early Federation and King 
George V period stamp booklets, some scarce. In the Australian 
States, there were two particular displays - South Australian 
Departmental issues included some hard-to-get Departments and 
Volunteer Force covers, while the Tasmanian pictorials displays 
were impressive. Australian Territories dealt only with Papua New 
Guinea (only two entries). Where were the other Territories? 

Postal History was notable for a most interesting display on a 
challenging subject "Early Australian Military Postal History 1854-
191011. A general comment on Postal Stationery was that the 
exhibits were of a uniformly high standard, and covered an 
extensive range. 

In Asia and Oceania, the comment must be made that it was a 
pity that there were only three displays in the Asian class. 
Although there was a reasonable number in the Oceania class, it was 
still very slim indeed, apart from the New Zealand material. 

The British Commonwealth section showed a refreshing tendency 
for exhibitors to "try a different country", with Sudan, East 
Africa, Falkland Islands, India and West Indian islands being 
shown. 

The Rest of the World class had its share of delights, chiefly 
Austrian. Some unusual countries wer~ there, with good treatment 

. of Belgian colonies in Africa and of Latvian philately, and good 
displays of three less common countries, Jordan, Turkey and 
Transcaucasia. 

Postal History contained a good spread of countries. There 
was a distinguished display of Trans-Atlant~c Mails, with a 
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humorous touch in an excellent display of Denmark Postal History to 
1920, which was illustrated by two delightful cartoons showing a 
postal coach and a foot postman with bell. Most interesting also 
was a display on Russian postal rates in the inflation period from 
1916 to 1924. 

In a generally good field in Aerophilately, a most unusual 
subject was dealt with in "Interrupted Air Mail", showing unusual 
markings and damaged covers from aircraft crashes. 

The range of subjects covered in the Thematic class was wide, 
and included technical features such as design errors and the 
methods of stamp separation. There were four displays on Captain 
James Cook, R.N., and it was most interesting to compare the 
different methods of approach. 

Of the Cinderella class, it must be remarked that there was no 
serious attempt to display general fiscal material, except in a 
narrow field, such as tax stamps. Only a small range of countries 
was covered in Australasia/Oceania - the rest were from the United 
States of America. 

The Junior class reached a commendably high standard, with 
three silver and two silver-bronze medals being awarded. 

¥ UidWAU.R& •. W@iJI&kiA» &W M.H 

SUNPEX 85 RESULTS 

Capital Philately was awarded a Silver-Bronze medal in the 
Literature section. In addition, several individual members of the 
Philatelic Society of Canberra received awards, as under -

Alwast, A. (two entries) 

Barsdell, P. 
Bodley, Mrs E.A. 
Brennan, D.H. 
Frommer, T. (two entries) 
Ilbery, T.W. (two entries) 
Parker, B.S. 
Parker, Miss J.E. 
Smith, D.I. (two entries) 
Tippett, A.R. (two entries) 
Wilson, S.J. 

Silver, Certificate of Merit and 
Special Prize 
Vermeil 
Silver 
Vermeil 
Vermeil and Silver 
Two Silver 
Silver-Bronze 
Silver and Special Prize 
Vermeil, Silver.and Special Prize 
Vermeil and Silver 
Vermeil and Special Prize 

Dr. E. C. Druce exhibited in the nj:m-competi ti ve Jury Class and 
in the Court of Honour. 
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A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ALL COLLECTORS ! ! 

Consider the excellent advantages of participating in probably the 

best postal sales in Australia: 

* 

* 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
* 

* 

Items offered are of a high quality, so you can rely 

on the catalogue descriptions;, 

There is something to suit every philatelic taste; 

Reserve prices are given so you know your starting 

point, the minimum price that is required; 

Catalogues are produced on high-quality paper and 

important items are photographed to assist you; 

Postal inspection and free photocopy services are 

available; 

Inters~ate visitors are welcome to request to view 

lots outside of normal viewing times; 

Payment by Bankcard is welcome and encouraged; 

You are not at any disadvantage against local 

bidders as there is no 'room' participation; and 

I do not charge any form of buyer's commissiQn! 

Collectors of everything from the most straightforward stamps to 

specialized Postal Stationery, to superb items of Postal History can 

expect to find material to their liking in my sales. 

Write or phone today for a FREE copy of my next catalogue. 

(LICENSED PHILATELIC AUCTIONEER) 

lst fl/397 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 3000 

TELEPHONE: (03) 67 5626 - 24 hours service 
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THE POSTAL HISTORY COLUMN - MIXED FRANKINGS 

E. C. Druce 

There is nothing more attractive than a cover bearing several 
stamps of different colour or design. In these days of multiple 
issues of varied design, the occurrence of such covers is common
place but in the past such covers were fewer and farther between 
and therefore they attract a premium both for aesthetic and 
scarcity reasons. 

The expression "mixed franking" covers two quite distinct 
cases. First there are those covers which bear stamps of different 
issues of one country, perhaps KG VI and QE II issues used 
together, and second, covers bearing the issues of more than one 
country. Another term is "Combination Covers". L.N. & M. Williams 
in their "Fundamentals of Philately" define Combination Covers in 
the following terms:-

"These are covers, each bearing 
postage) the postal issues of more 
the contents of many collections. 
restricted further, so that covers 
in combination are included". 
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The "Stamp Collectors Encyclopaedia" compiled by R.J. Sutton 
defines a Combination Cover as:-

"One bearing stamps of two-stamp issuing authorities. One for 
internal transmission to the frontier, and the other for 
franking to an overseas, or extra-territorial, final 
destination. Necessary only in the case of U.P.U., non
members. See also 'Mixed Postage'." 

So let's see it. 

"Covers franked with stamps of two or more postal 
administrations, or countries; or different regimes of the same 
country; or with originating country's postage stamps and with 
country of destination 1 s postage 1 dues 111

• 

Until a country joined the Universal Postal Union (the 
Australian States joined on 1st August 1891) its stamps were not 
universally accepted as prepaying postage to destination. However 
in some cases postal treaties between countries were concluded 
which allowed the stamps of one country to prepay local delivery 
charges in another country, provided that the mail originated in 
the first country and was correctly prepaid. An Australian example 
is the agreement between the United Kingdom and New South Wales in 
1854 which introduced a uniform sixpenny rate for mail between the 
countries paid to destination. 

In cases where the country was not a member of the U.P.U. and 
where there was no postal treaty or agreement with another country, 
that other country treated the stamps of the first country as 
"locals" and postage was levied to cover the charges applicable for 
delivery or transit in the second country. This charge could 
either be noted in manuscript as due or prepaid by using the 
postage stamps of the second country. In the latter case a mixed 
franking was produced. 

In many cases during the development of postal services in the 
third world, developed countries provided the postal service in 
newly emerging territories. As these territories issued their own 
stamps there was often a period when stamps of the previous postal 
service and the new postal service could be used conjointly. 
Basutoland is a case in point where not only Basutoland and South 
African stamps could be used but also stamps of the South African 
provinces. 
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Similarly in all cases where insufficient postage has been 
prepaid on international mail the postage due can be levied either 
in manuscript or by the use of postage stamps or, more commonly, 
postage due stamps. 
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A further type of mixed franking is produced when a letter is 
forwarded to an address in a third country. In such cases the 
original postage does not cover the onforwarding of the item and 
additional stamps of the country to which it was originally 
addressed have to be added. 

A final type of mixed franking 
is in cases where a particular 
service is provided by an 
establishment other than the 
post office. This can operate 
at both the national and 
international level. At the 
national level a good example 
is the provision of a railway 
letter service in Great 
Britain, both by British Rail 
and private railway 
companies. Here stamps are 
used by the railway companies 
to prepay carriage to a 
designated station and British 
postage stamps are used to 
prepay the postage ft'om the 
station to the address. 
Similarly this can occur in 
international mails. A good 
example is the case of SCADTA 
airmail stamps in Colombia. 
These were private carriage 
labels to cover the use of 
airmail in Colombia and these 
were sold in Europe for 
affixing prior to the despatch 
of the letter so that inland 
airmail was prepaid on receipt 
in Colombia. 
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PRIMER CORREO AEREO 
COLOMBIA-CRISTOBAL. C.Z. 

November 1985 

volon 
.l;{ep us Panama. 

€rreo,A6reo 

The types of mixed frankings can be summarised as follows: 

Stamps of the same country 

different issues 
different designs 
different currencies (pence/cents for example) 
different stamp types (postal issues used with postal 
fiscals) 
different stamps to cover services provided by different 
organisations 
stamps issued by different regimes (eg Iran - Shah and 
Khomeini issues) 
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Publications of 
The Royal Philatelic Society 

of Victoria 

Australian Numeral Cancellations, A Compendium (H.M. CampbeiO $30.00 
Queensland Cancellations & Other Postal Markings 1860- 1913 

(H.M. Campbell) 
South Australia The Long Stamps 1902- 1912 (J.R.W. Purves) 
Tasmania: The Postal History & Postal Markings, Part 1 (Campbell 

$20.00 
$20.00 

Purves & Viney). A Reprint of the Original1962 edition *.$30.00 
The Postal History& Postal Markings, Part II, (O.Ingles Ed.) 
The Companion to Volume I $20.00 

Victoria: The Postal History of the Port Phillip District (J.R. W. Purves)$1 0.00 
The Emblems of Victoria 1857- 1863 (J.R.W. Purves) $10.00 
Registered and Too Late Stamps 1854- 1858 (J.R. W. Purves)$15.00 
The Butterfly and Barred Oval Cancellations 1850 - 1855 

(J. R. W. Purves) $ 5.00 
The Postal History of Internees and Prisoners of War in Australia During 

World War II (P. Callas) $15.00 
Commonwealth of Australia Cumulative Index to Source Material 

(W.M. Holbeach) $ 5.00 
J.R.W. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. A Philatelic Bibliography(G.N. Kellow)$ 7.50 
Philately from Australia Cumulative Index Vols. 1 -X $ 3.50 

Vols. XI - XX $ 3.50 
Vols. XXI - XXX $ 3.50 
The Set of 3 $1 0.00 

* NEW PUBLICATION 

Postage & Packing $3 extra per order. Orders over $75 sent Post Free. 

Please Address All Orders To:-

STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD 

Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 3000. 
TeL 67 3332 (GPO Box No. 863J Melbourne, VlctoriL 3001.) 
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Stamps of different countries 

to pay postage in country of receipt not pr~paid by 
original stamps 
to pay postage incurred in transit 
to pay additional postage because of original underpayment 
to pay additional postage due because of onforwarding 
to pay for special services required in country of receipt 
not provided by the post office 
stamps of other stamp-issuing countries valid for use in 
the country alongside its own stamps. 
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Mixed frankings are a great deal more than mixed blessings to 
the postal historian. They provide colour, beauty, and postal 
history interest to any collection and rarer examples command a 
high price. However they are still around and a collection can be 
made for a modest outlay. 

0 
~ -
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The General Manager, 
B. and M. and R. Railways, 

BULAWAYO, 
Southern Rhodesij. 

November 1985 

----

-
I have been putting aside any commercial covers which have postage 
due stamps attached of a country other than that in which the item 
was posted. They have only cost a dollar or two. The variety is 
inflnite ana the chase exhilarating. Who said collecting was 
priced out of the reach of ordinary mortals? Don't believe a word 
of it; break out of the strait-jacket imposed by the catalogue and 
start enjoying yourself. 

UNION Fl'Q$TIH.!£ 

GlU 

CARD 
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QUEENSLAND - THE 6d WITH VALUE IN LO'l'JER CORNERS ONLY 

C. De Goede 

The appearance on the market of a number of copies of this 
scarce stamp last year has rekindled discussion in philatelic 
circles on how copies of this "unissued n stamp were placed in the 
hands of the public and became postally used. Only used copies are 
known as far as I am aware, all used sometime in 1902, with 
Brisbane parcel post cancellations. A number of imperf. proofs on 
unwatermarked paper in several colours are also known, mostly cut 
from an unfinished Two Pence quadruple matrix. Since they were 
first reported in 1902, there has been considerable speculation how 
and where they originated. Suggestions ranged from the inclusion 
of a wrong matrix in the plate of the 6d S.G. Type 21 to the use of 
a few proof sheets issued to the stamp counter in error. 

An answer to this long-standing problem may at last have been 
found! In recent months I have been doing some research work at 
the Queensland State Archives on the history of the Queensland 
Patriotic stamps. This led me to an interesting discovery, which 
could partly confirm the view of my good friend Samuel Dalby that 
"some of these proofs have fallen into the hands of a person 
unaware of their having any philatelic value, but recognising their 
similarity to the then current issue, who in 1902 used the proofs 
for postage at' exchanged them with someone who could use them." It 
is not the complete answer, but pointed in the right direction (see 
his article "The Sixpence with Numerals in Lower Corners", 
Australian Philatelist 1916, Vol. XXII, page 122). 

I should mention at this point that the Postmaster-General of 
Queensland, the Hon. J.G. Drake, became the first Federal 
Postmaster-General - if we ignore the short caretaker period of 
office held by Sir John Forrest - and was a member of the General 
Committee of the Queensland Patriotic Fund. He was heavily 
involved in the proposal for a special issue of stamps in aid of 
the Queensland Patriotic Fund, and gained Cabinet approval for the 
issue of 40,000 One Penny and 20,000 Two Pence stamps for this 
purpose. He was, of course, disappointed when this special issue 
proved to be a flop, and did not raise anywhere near the amount 
that had been expected. Probably he tried to make up for this by 

. providing additional funds in some other way. It is here that my 
findings become interesting. 

In the minute book of the Queensland Patriotic Fund Executive 
Committee meetings I found an entry which may well provide the 
long-sought answer. The minutes of the meeting for Monday, 
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6th October, 1902 record under the "Correspondence Received" 
heading the following item: "From Auditor General, Commonwealth of 
Australia. Letter advising that the Auditor General, Commonwealth 
of Australia, by direction of the Postmaster-General, has 
authorised the sum of £255, realized by the sale of old Queensland 
postage stamps, to be transferred from the Queensland National Bank 
to the Trustees of the Queensland Patriotic Fund." Despite 
considerable efforts, I have not been able to find any further 
reference to a commitment by the Queensland Post Office to donate 
the proceeds of a sale of old stamps to the Queensland Patriotic 
Fund, nor any indication that the Post Office planned to sell any 
old stock it still had on hand. How was this material sold, and to 
whom? From the amount realized it is clear that a considerable 
volume of material was involved, while it is also obvious that the 
sale took place either in late 1901 or early 1902. 

This date fits in neatly with the first appearance and reports 
of the 6d with value in lower corners only. As Samuel Dalby 
rightly pointed out, they could not have been printed after 1896 
with a wrong matrix in the plate of the 6d S.G. Type 21, as the 
sixty-stamp electros were introduced in 1897. Consequently, they 
must have been proofs or a small trial printing made in 1896 at the 
time the One Penny S.G. Type 19 was produced. They came to light 
when the files were cleaned out following the transfer of the 
Queensland Post and Telegraph Department to the new Commonwealth 
Government as of 1st January, 1901, and the decision was made for 
this material to be sold for the benefit of the Queensland 
Patriotic Fund. There is in my mind little doubt that the 
Postmaster-General himself issued the appropriate instructions to 
this effect. This sale now certainly explains why so much 
Queensland "file material" is in the hands of Philatelists today. 

In view of the above, it is somewhat surprising that no mint 
copies of the 6d with value in lower corners only are known, and 
also that all the known used copies have the Brisbane Parcel Post 
cancellation. Although Sam Dalby's analysis may well be the 
correct one, it is for this reason I venture to suggest that the 
sale was effected in two ways. Some of the material, mainly 
consisting of perforated stamps on watermarked paper, was sold at 
face value in the Post Office at counters where it could be 
immediately affixed to a postal article and cancelled. Obviously, 
such stamps would have attracted only a minimal premium over face 
from collectors or dealers, and, by selling them this way, they 
provided at least face value. On the other hand, imperf. proofs, 
colour trials, essays and similar items were sold direct to a 
dealer or collectors in some way or other without attracting much 
attention. 
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Clearly, the arrangement was somewhat irregular and may have 
been purposely kept on an informal and low-key level to avoid 
criticism or other complications. This may account for the absence 
of any other mention or record on the subject in the Queensland 
Patriotic Fund archival material. At this late point in time it is 
unlikely we will ever be able to determine with any certainty how 
the stamps were sold. However, the entry in the minute book of the 
Queensland Patriotic Fund goes a long way in explaining how the 6d 
with value in lower corners only came to be postally used, and, as 
such, a highly desirable rarity for any serious Queensland 
collector. 

PHILATELIC LITERATURE 

World rang~ of co~ntri~s 

Wants lists invited for titles, special requirements and 

interests over world range of countries, subjects,themes. 

PHILATELIC 
17 

LITERATURE AUCTION 

l"lARCH 1986 

to be held in association with the 

Fourth National Philatelic Convention(15-17 March) 

G.P.O. CANBERRA 

Wanted- all kinds of philatelic books, journals, articles, 

clippings,etc. for disposal; also vintage printed albums. 

Vendors are invited to send details of material for offer: 

the Auction catalogue will be advertised and distributed 

throughout Australia and overseas. 

Catalogues: Australia AS2.00; Overseas AS3.50; post paid 

D _ H _ Br~nnan, P.O. Box 15, MACQUARIE, A.C.T. 2614 
Tel: (062) 515327 a. h. 
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EARLY NEW GUINEA MAILS 

Ken Humphreys 

Major General Sir Peter Scratchley (1835-85) was appointed Her 
Majesty's Special Commissioner for New Guinea on 6th November, 
1884. Before taking up his position in August 1885, Sera tchley 
endeavoured to organise a mail service for the island while he was 
being briefed in Brisbane. There was no regular service as the 
Queensland Post Office could not find a vessel to undertake a 
monthly mail to Port Moresby at an economical rate. The plan 
formulated by Scratchley was agreed to:-
1. New Guinea (later British New Guinea/Papua) was 
considered an isolated Queensland station. All letters 
Queensland stamps and posted in New Guinea would be 
Queensland rates. 

to be 
bearing 
charged 

2. Queensland stamps were to be purchased from the Cooktown 
Postmaster and the letter rate was to be 2d per 1;2 oz, where 
previously the Ship Letter rate of 6d was charged. The Reverend 
W .G. Lawes had arrived in Port Moresby 24th November, 1874, and 
Andrew Goldie had discovered gold in October 1877 so presumably 
there exists L.M.S. (London Missionary Society) and private mail 
carried by compensated ship captains with a variety of manuscript 
endorsements and even stamps of Great Britain, Fiji, New Zealand or 
New South Wales. 
3. All mail to New Guinea would be forwarded to Cooktown to await 
a vessel to Port Moresby. 
4. The Queensland Post Office was prepared, if necessary, to pay 
one penny for each letter carried by masters of New Guinea-bound 
vessels. 

Cooktown was a large trading port in this period as evidenced 
by the New Guinea mail census in the final quarter of 188~:

Cooktown Townsville 

Letters received ex New Guinea 463 17 
Letters dispatched to New Guinea 674 42 

Thursday Island did not enjoy its first commercial store 
(Burns Philp) until 1887, the year the Queensland National Bank 
(est. 1872) also opened its T.I. branch. However, two hotels, the 
"Torres Strait" and the "Thursday Island" had opened in 1881. The 
Cook town Post Office opened 187 4 and Thursday Island 1877, after 
the administration moved from Somerset. As a point of interest the 
earliest known outward T.I. cover is to France 19th July, 1880 
endorsed "via San Francisco". 

In 1886 John Douglas (1828-1904), Special Commissioner for New 
Guinea, having replaced Scratchley who died in December 1885, 
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negotiated a mail contract with Burns Philp in return for t~eir 
being able to establish trading stations along the New Gu1nea 
coast. The service opened with the S.S. "VICTORY" (1880-1903); the 
schooner "ELSEA" ( 1880-?) having been used earlier on a casual 
basis between Thursday Island and Port Moresby. The monthly 
"VICTORY" service was scheduled to co-ordinate with the monthly 
English Mail Steamer via T.I. However, this arrangement was 
discontinued in June 1888 and the accent went back to Cook town. 
The steamer "GYMPIE" (1883-1905 - Australasian United Steamship 
Navigation Co. Ltd., friends of Burns Philp) left Thursday _Island 
on her last trip under the contract on 22nd June call1ng at 
Darnley, York and Yule Islands enroute to Port Moresby. 

A ¥ew Cooktown service then commenced 21st July, 1888, per the 
Burns Philp schooner "LUCY and ADELAIDE" ( 1866-1914) which sailed 
direct to Samarai (Dinner Island) then Port Moresby on return. 

Sir William MacGregor (1846-1919) was appointed Administrator 
of British New Guinea in 1888, having been offered the post in July 
1887. He was knighted in 1889, and in this year divided the colony 
into two divisions with divisional headquarters at Mabaduan and 
Samarai. Mabaduan, opposite Saibai Island, was a bad site for 
administration, though on the traditional trading routes of the 
Torres Straits. The large village is plagued by mosquitoes, has a 
poor water supply, is hemmed in by reefs and shallow~ and ~s 
populated by a disease-ridden Trans-Fly populace. The v1llage 1s 
on the edge of the Kiwai language group and is the beginning of the 
sparsely-populated savannah lands of the Morehead and Bensbach. 

So in 1893 Resident Magistrate Hely moved to Daru which had a 
healthier climate and good anchorage. But with this move the 
country west of the Mai Kussa River was abandoned to the pillaging 
Tugeri raiders from over the Dutch border. The Tugeri were not to 
be fully driven out until 1899 but the effects of their century-old 
raids are seen to this day. The Trans-Fly population was so 
decimated by rampant cannibalism that the "Sister Exchange" system 
of marriage gradually evolved. A man could not marry a girl of his 
own age group unless he had a sister to exchange with another man's 
sister. The tragedy of this practice is that if he had no sister, 
his only hope of marriage was to an older widow with a very small 
chance of offspring. Conversely, a man of twenty years can be 
contracted to marry a female baby. 

· George Brown D.D. has written of the 1890 steamer routes. The 
accepted ports were Cooktown - Thursday Island - Mabaduan - Motu 
Motu - Granville (Port Moresby) - Samarai. Motu Motu was just 
north of the Tauri River . mouth close to the present site of 
Kukipi. An Assistant Resident Magistrate was stationed there but 
his main duty was to look after the interests of Burns Philp. 
Burns Philp was fast becoming the main mail and cargo carriers, the 
credit providers and unofficial bankers, a fact of New Guinea life 
that was not greatly challenged until 1950. 
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Meanwhile in 1888 the German New Guinea Company had 
established a monthly service to Australia. The route was 
Cooktown, Samarai, Finschafen and return. Connections from 
Finschafen (P.O. opened 15.2.88) were to Kelana, Konstantinhafen 
(P.O. 15.5.88), Hatzfeldthafen (P.O. 1.4.88), Raiun, Matupi, Mioko 
Island and Kerawara (P.O. 4.4.88). 

At this point an examination of surviving postal history is of 
import. Sir William MacGregor's correspondence gives a glimpse of 
postal routes, the Administrator being forced to domicile his 
family in Switzerland - as with Sir Hubert Murray, married life 
could not withstand the stresses of colonial work. The classic 
Evan Gill Papua collection contained seven covers from Port Moresby 
- three went via Thursday Island and four to Cooktown; whereas 
another seven originating from Samarai all went through Cooktown. 
However, there are two covers, AU 30 1892 and DE 1 1893, from 
Government House where the Queensland stamps are cancelled by the 
178 postmark of Cooktown with the Cooktown datestamp alongside. 
Now it is certain, and the practice is still a feature of Pacific 
philately, that "postage paid in coin" was a standard procedure 
along the New Guinea coast. The irregular shipping, controlled by 
intemperate masters and changeable weather, meant a panic when 
"sail ho (say lo)" was shouted - letters, including official mail, 
were hastily written and thrust into the captain's hands with coin 
to pay postage back in Thursday Island and Cooktown. There exists 
a taxed 1898 Sir William MacGregor cover to his wife in Switzerland 
where a Queensland 2d did not pay the overseas rate of 21;2 d - an 
"unforgiveable" incident suggesting that the cover did not pass 
through the Port Moresby Post Office. 

The role of MacGregor's government yacht, the "MERRIE 
ENGLAND", should be recorded in the carriage of mails. It is 
accepted that trips to Cooktown and Thursday Island were made at 
least three times a year, the prime purpose being the transport of 
officials. It is necessary to record that in late 1891 Sir Samuel 
Walker Griffith, the Queensland Premier, boarded the "MERRIE 
ENGLAND" at Cooktown and visited the New Guinea settlements as far 
as Dobu Island~ the Methodist Mission station opened earlier that 
year in the D'Entrecasteaux island group north of Samarai. The 
Premier had travelled to Cooktown from Bundaberg in the Queensland 
government's paddle steamer the "LUCINDA" (1884-?), now one of 
eighteen wrecks on Bishop Island in Moreton Bay. 

As 1903 arrived, Sir George Le Hunte (1852-1925) retired as 
Lt. Governor and Judge C.S. Robinson (1871-1904) became Acting 
Administrator - Robinson was to commit suicide over the Goaribari 
murders of Chalmers and Tomkins. There is still erected in Samarai 
at the end of the street between the "Cosmopolitan" and "Clunns" 
hotels a monument to Robinson paid for by the gold miners. 
However, Samarai is now being gradually abandoned as commerce and 
administration move to Alotau on the mainland. 
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The Cooktown Postmaster in 1903 reported that the following 
mail arrangements had improved the British New Guinea service:-
1. Schooner "PAPUAN" (owner unknown but built by John Clunn and 
Sons of Cooktown in 1903 at a cost of £5,500 - 160 tons) - to 
Samarai and the Woodlarks every three weeks. 
2. Schooner "JERRA" (L.M.S. Charter) - to Samarai and Port Moresby 
plus eleven Mission stations every six weeks. 
3. Steamer "PAIWA" (Burns Philp 1899-1909) - to Samarai and Port 
Moresby every six weeks - but a tentative schedule only. 
4. Steamer "MORESBY" (the first MORESBY - Burns Philp 1881 - 1916, 
torpedoed by German U-boat off Alexandria, Egypt) - to Samarai and 
Port Moresby every three months. 

Gratuities paid for carriage of these mails averaged £5 per 
month. An examination of backstamps on available covers has shown 
that in 1903 a maximum delay of three weeks from Cooktown could be 
expected. 

We find that in 1905 the European population of Port Moresby 
comprises twenty-five Government officials, eight employees of 
Burns Philp and two private citizens (cf. Samarai with seventy 
Europeans). What is intriguing is the whereabouts of the massive 
"Burns Philp" commercial correspondence. Where are the Queensland 
Period covers; where are the Thursday Island and Cooktown covers? 
Examples from the Samarai files have been seen, possibly released 
when the town was abandoned in 1942. There is the P.G./P.T.W. 
Black (1914 to 1953) philatelic correspondence mailed to Sydney but 
unless all entires and covers were destroyed on receipt, there 
should be a wealth of rna terial in the Sydney and Port Moresby 
cellars. 

On 12th October, 1905 the Department of External Affairs 
advised the Postmaster-General that the main assembly point for 
British New Guinea mail would be Cairns. A monthly service to 
Cooktown, Port Moresby, Samarai and the Woodlarks would be 
undertaken by the Burns Philp S.S. "YSABEL" ( 1886-1907). The Papua 
Act had been passed on 16th September - British New Guinea to 
become Papua on 1st September, 1906 - an Australian Territory. 
Historians may speculate on what would have happened to British New 
Guinea if Australian Federation had not occurred - would it still 
be a colony like Pitcairn or ceded to Indonesia along with Dutch 
New Guinea in the sixties? 

The Pacific began to open up in June 1906; even the tourist 
trade was being courted. The monthly Cairns service and the bi
monthly Sydney to the Solomons were abolished by the Federal 
Government and Burns Philp commenced a Sydney - B.S.I. - B.N.G. -
Cooktown - Cairns circuit which connected with the A.U.S.N. weekly 
service Cairns to Sydney. Two steamers, the "MORESBY" and the 
11MALAITA" (the first MALAITA: 1893-1927), working together gave an 
eighteen-day service to New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. Worthy 
of mention here is that the earliest recorded item of mail into the 
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B.S.I. is a 16th April, 1897 O.H.M.S. B.N.G. Government Gazette -
the wrapper bearing a Queensland 1;2d tied by the B.N.G. 8-bar with 
Port Moresby c.d.s. alongside, the addressee being Chas. M. 
Woodford, Resident Commissioner, Tulagi. One wonders at the route 
taken by the Gazette - did it go vj.a Samarai and Matupi rather than 
through Sydney? The second "MALAITA" ( 1933-1971) has made its 
presence felt, philatelically speaking, with the "Williamson" 
covers of 1938-39, in particular the Willis Island Paquebot covers. 

British New Guinea is now Papua and the Royal Commission into 
the Territory's administration commenced in mid-September 1906. 
Captain Anthony Musgrave (1849-1912) retires after twenty-two years 
of service; Captain F .R. Barton ( 1865-1947, 82 years) leaves the 
scene after eight years and Judge Murray is appointed Lt.-Governor 
on 18th January, 1909. Shipping and mail services are on a stable 
footing and the Murray reign of thirty-one years has begun. 

Of final interest is a letter dated 18th June, 1908, to the 
Rev. Baxter Riley, L.M.S. Daru, which states ••• "Mail matter from 
Sydney and Brisbane for Daru is sent to Thursday Island. 
Correspondence addressed 'Papua' only is forwarded to Samarai n. 
The mails and shipping gossip gave sanity to the early settlers 
particularly as the 1908 white population of Daru was five - the 
Resident Magistrate, Rev. Riley, traders Lennie Luff (d. 1960) and 
Wally Maid~ent (1873-15.9.1958 "Papua Day" holiday), and the 
Customs off1cer. 
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A PHILATELIC HISTORY OF FRANCE 

(continued) 

P. Saxby 

Armand Jean du Plessis, Cardinal de Richelieu (SG 1896) (1585-
1642) was the son of minor nobility, who was ordained priest and 
consecrated bishop (of Lucan) in 1607. Thenceforward he rose in 
power to become the chief minister of Louis XIII in 1624. He 
stayed in power until his death, despite constant attempts by his 
rivals to undermine his position with the King. He sought to make 
the monarchy supreme by building up a centralized absoluti.sm not by 
any rational and systematic plan, but by a mixture of compromises 
with, and blows against, those he considered to be enemies of the 
Crown. He broke the political power of the Huguenots whilst 
leaving them their religious freedom. He attempted by his military 
and diplomatic activity in Italy, Germany and Spain to ensure 
French supremacy by frustrating the efforts of the Spanish and 
Austrian Hapsburgs to encircle France. In 1635 he involved France 
in the Thirty Years War, but during the course of his life he made 
France strong, and had expanded its frontiers to include Artois, 
much of Alsace, Rousrillon, Pinerolo and Breisach, thus giving 
France greater security against Hapsburg aggression. 

Tall and thin, pale and delicate, Richelieu possessed an 
imperious bearing and hypnotic gaze. This, coupled with persuasive 
eloquence and an unbending will, either enslaved or repelled all 
who came into contact with him. His nature is perhaps well 
demonstrated by the statement attributed to him "If you give me six 
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lines written by the most honest man, I will find something in them 
to hang him". He is perhaps best known to English readers as the 
wily and redoubtable puppet writer of the opponents of D'Artagnan 
in Dumas "The Three Musketeers". 

Louis XIV, (SG 1897) (1638-1715), the Sun King, who succeeded 
his father on the throne of France in 1643, was declared of age in 
September 1651 but did not begin his personal rule until the death 
of Cardinal Mazarin in March 1661 • During his reign France made 
important progress in the development of centralised absolutism, 
economic strenth, scientific knowledge and artistic style. Louis, 
in a series of aggressive wars, extended the realm and strengthened 
France's frontiers, making it the leading power of Europe. His 
domestic policy was characterized by the deliberate extension of 
centralised power. He ruled France personally in consultation with 
individual ministers, who were career administrators. Princes of 
the blood, nobility and Parliament were excluded from the exercise 
of effective power. In 1683 he revoked the Edict of Nantes, making 
it thence forward illegal to be a Protestant. As a result 300,000 
people fled the country, although it was also illegal to emigrate 
without permission. 

In financial and economic affairs the royal revenues were 
increased by reforms in the taxation systems. Unfortunately for 
the ultimate success of the system, the nobility, the clergy and 
office holders were largely exempt from taxation. During his reign 
the mass of Frenchmen suffered deeply from taxation, feudal 
exactions, military service, bad harvests, industrial depression, 
famine and disease, which generally caused a certain lack of 
satisfaction with the method of government. His foreign policy, at 
first successful, culminated in a series of military defeats 

·towards the end of his reign, disasters which were compounded by 
the death of both his only surviving son and of the only grandson 
then available to succeed him on the throne. 

Louis XIV was gifted with good looks and good health. He 
worked six to nine hours a day governing France. He was graceful 
and dignified, although humourless. He was twice married, to 
Maria Teresa, daughter of the King of Spain, and after her death 
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secretly to Francoise Scarron, Marquise de Main tenon. He was 
mul ti-mistressed, of whom the more important were Marie Mancini, 
niece of Cardinal Mazarin, Louise de la Valliere, by whom he had 
four children and Athenais de Montespan, the mother of seven of his 
chil~ren. He had six legitimate children, of whom the only 
surv1vor from childhood died in 1711. He was succeeded by his 
great-grandson. 

Louis XIV is remembered for a number of his sayings. In youth 
he intoned "I am the State", in old age, when hearing the news of 
Malplaquet "Has God then forgotten all that I have done for him?" 
and on another occasion when his carriage was not quite ready 
"I almost had to wait". 

Louis XV (S.G. 1898) (1710-1774) become king in 1715. He was 
an inadequate and incompetent king who left power to his ministers 
until he began to rule personally in 17 4 3. He was too lazy and 
self-indulgent to be the practical working monarch he pretended to 
be. He was greatly influenced by his mistresses including Madame 
de Pompadour and Madame du Barry. In domestic affairs he failed to 
settle the issues that divided Frenchmen, the emnity between 
Jesuits and Jansonists, the resistance of the privileged classes to 
making them pay their fair share of taxation the general 
inflexibility of the institutions on the ancient regime in the face 
of a buoyant and prosperous people, and the constitutional struggle 
between the Crown on one hand and Parliament and the provincial 
estates on the other. In foreign affairs he pursued unwise ends 
with unsuitable means and France was outclassed by Britain in the 
struggle for power. During the reign of Louis XV, France lost 
Canada, Cape Breton Isle, French America, with the exception of 
Louisi~na, Grenada, Dominica, St. Vincent, Tobago and, with the 
exceptJ.on of a few trading posts, its Indian possessions. Louis 
bequeathed to his successor, Louis XVI, the unresolved economic, 
social, political and cultural problems of his reign. 

The battle of Fontenoy, fought on 10th May, 1745 is also 
depicted on the stamp. Louis accompanied the French army, under 
the command of de Saxe, when it defeated an allied army under the 
command of the Duke of Cumberland, better known as "the Butcher" 
for the exploits of his dragoons after Culloden in 1746. Leaving 
part of his army to continue the siege of Tournai, de Saxe drew up 
about 52,000 men to block the Allied advance. Included in the 
French entrenchments were three hastily-constructed redoubts. The 
Allies mounted a frontal attack soon after dawn. After 
inconclusive skirmishing, an at tack was launched by 15,000 men on 
the French centre in three lines. As they approached the French 
lines they were halted to dress the ranks and to be reorganised for 
a final assault. Lord Hay, the commander of the Grenadier Guards 

' 
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walked out between the lines and the French infantry, and artillery 
fire politely slackened and came to a halt. Hay pulled out a 
flask, drank a toast, shouted a polite taunt, called for three 
cheers from his men and dashed back to his own lines. Whilst the 
French were returning the cheers, the French lines were shattered 
by an English volley. Louis helped to rally his panicked troops, 
and a re-established second line brought the advance to a halt and 
combined infantry - cavalry - artillery as::mnlt led to an eventual 
French victory. The story that Hay invited the French to fire 
first, followed by a Gallic insistence that the Allies fire first, 
is probably apocryphal. 

(to be continued) 
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