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By the time this edition of "Capital Philately" appears, 
Stampex 86 in Adelaide will be over, and it is necessary to think 
about the National Exhibition Cup-Pex 87, which will take place in 
Perth from 31st January to 8th February next year. The timing of 
Cup-Pex coincides with the running of the yacht races associated 
with the contest for the America 1 s Cup, which makes it important 
that the occurrence of the philatelic event is not over-shadowed. 

The distance of Perth from Canberra presents some practical 
difficulties in making the journey to the Exhibition, but, as with 
all other such philatelic enterprises, there is plenty of 
opportunity to give support. The problems of finance, in 
particular the large sums of money which have to be provided as 
working capital before there is any prospect of revenue, demands 
the support of all philatelists who see the need to keep 
exhibitions alive in this country. Membership of the Cup-Pex 
Supporters 1 Club provides a practical means of showing interest, 
and brings with it some useful returns in the shape of a copy of 
the official catalog4e and regular information bulletins. There 
are other souvenir items, such as covers, available, as well as a 
raffle with valuable prizes. Entry into the competitive classes of 
the Exhibition is another practical contribution, and any action in 
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this direction needs prompt attention, in time for the closing date 
of 30th September. 

The future of philately is closely bound up with the 
organisation of philatelic exhibitions, and, while there may be 
some danger of having too many of these, they do generate wide 
interest among collectors, who are induced to do something to bring 
the presentation of their own part of the hobby to a reasonable 
standard. Future exhibitions at high level depend on those who 
have graduated from State and National levels. 

Presentation of the exhibit does not earn a high percentage of 
the points awarded by judges, but it is important that even that 
small number of points is not thrown away needlessly. The first 
impression gained by the judge may easily bring with it a notion of 
an untidy, careless or unintelligible display: the owner may know 
what it is all about, but may fail to communicate his knowledge to 
the viewer. It is true that the judge may be able to interpret 
what the owner wants to convey (provided he can overcome other 
obstacles), while the expert viewer who comes to see the exhibition 
may have no great difficulties. But the exhibition depends to a 
large extent on generating interest on the part of the less-expert 
and junior collectors, and, not least, on members of the general 
public who know nothing about stamps at all. Are these groups 
going to think that the philatelists are a rarefied, closed-shop 
and slightly strange body of people? 

The editorial in · "Gibbons Stamp Monthly" for February 1986 
expressed this thought well -

"I remember a few years ago looking at a top-prize-winning 
· exhibit containing many very rare stamps (catalogue value 
enormous) - the stamps were breath-taking, the writing-up fine, 
but the whole exhibit outstandingly boring. Had it not been 
for the fact that the stamps were so famous and highly-valued, 
one would not have given it another look. I cannot imagine 
anyone new to the hobby spending more than a few seconds 
glancing at it before passing on. In 'fact, and I am slightly 
reluctant to say it, many of the exhibits of material along 
traditional lines suffer from the same lack of appeal problem." 

There is a lesson here for anyone who wants to show his or her 
stamps - from the monthly society meeting right up to the world 
exhibition. 

From the aspects of popular interest, postal history is going 
ahead by leaps and bounds, and here is an area of philately which 
gives scope for attracting the interest of the general public, 
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because it tells a story. Again quoting from eminent sources, 
Mr Robson Lowe had this to say in the January /February 1986 issue 
of "The London Philatelist" -

"There is no doubt that the taste of the modern advanced 
collector leans towards the fine used stamp that is clearly 
cancelled. In the more advanced range of collectors who are 
specialists, high premiums are being paid for unusual 
cancellations. With the exception of the first-day covers from 
1940, practically all covers, and particularly those of the 
19th century, are increasing in popularity every year." 

In short, the face of philately is changing, and there are 
lessons to be learned by every collector on how our hobby is 
presented to the world at large. 

On another matter, the proposals by Australia Post to sell off 
some of its archival holdings are causing thoughtful concern in all 
sections of philately. It is hard to find any individual collector 
who does not express this kind of feeling. 

Claims that the sales will generate wide interest need careful 
scrutiny. Items of great rarity (as in the cases of, say, a sheet 
of 5/- Sydney Bridge stamps, or large multiples of early specimen 
overprints) will go to a small number of collectors who can afford 
them as items for exhibitions, but it may well be questioned why 
the items should be released after the lapse of so many years, ,at a 
time when anyone might have thought that the overall supply 
situation would have been stabilised. There is a difference 
between (a) a private collector (or investor) selling off stamps 
which have been accumulated, for whatever reason, and (b) the 
official stamp-issuing authority disposing of long-dead items which 
happen to be discovered at a time when everyone was relying on 
continuation of a known position. The first instance relates to 
the "re-entry" into circulation of material which was previously 
known to have been issued, but whose whereabouts was uncertain: 
the second relates to the release of items whose existence had not 
been previously disclosed. 

It has been stated that no further sales of archival material 
will be made for a period of years. In the meantime, it would be 
helpful if a stock-taking could be undertaken to make it clear what 
else is still held in the strong-rooms. Publicity has been given 
in the past to the destruction of printing plates, and it might 
have been assumed that the same would apply to the stocks of 
stamps left over when they become obsolete. 
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There's a Whole World of Reading in 

STAMP NEWS 
(Australia's Brightest Philatelic Magazine!) 

Each month since 1954, "Stamp News" has brought its readers the latest news, in
formed comment and in-depth articles on a variety of ph1la~ellc subjects, assembled 
by an expert team of writers, correspondents and contnbutors from all over the 
world. 

The magazine circulates in more than sixty countries worldwide and has earned a 
reputation for serving the best interests of collectors and the stamp trade. Each month, the 
magazine carries the most up-to-date report of world-w1de new stamp 1ssues, ma1nta1ned by 
computer and a worldwide network of correspondents. 

Among our regular columnists is Alan Salisbury who writes each month on specialised 
aspects of Australian Commonwealth philately. We have a m?,nthly feature on Aust;,alla Post's 
archival collection and for the postal stationery collector Selected Stationery by Gary 
Watson. 

For the thematic collector, there is our popular feature "The World of Thematics" and for 
the investment-oriented, two special features every month: "Make Collectin!;J Pay" and 
"Market Matters" to canvass the widest possible range of investment possJbJIJtJes. 

There are regular news features on happenings in New Zealand, the South Pacific and 
the rest of the world, monthly reports on auctions and a pictorial feature called "Talkabout" 
edited by the Crown Agents. There is a monthly feature on "Philatelic Forgers" as well as fre
quent reports about stamp trade activities. 

For the beginner, our monthly "Beginners Start Here" column is essential reading and 
our long-running "Cinderella Corner" with Bill Hornadge has broken new ground 1n 
Cinderella collecting. 

The latest philatelic books are reviewed each month and there is a special column for 
reports of Australian and New Zealand philatelic societies. 

Newly-added features include a Postcard Corner and a Coin .News section. All these 
features are supplemented by regular special editorial features on diverse philateiJcsubjects 
and the advertisements of leading dealers, auctioneers and postal admJnlstratJons 
throughout the world. 

If you want to get the utmost out of your hobby, you cannot afford to miss a single edition 
of "Stamp News" - Australia's brightest philatelic magazine! 

For a free, sample copy of "Stamp News", write to the Circulation Manager, 

STAMP NEWS 
P.O. Box 1410, Dubbo, N.S.W., 2830, Australia. 
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THE POSTAL HISTORY COLUMN - POSTCARDS 

E.C. Druce 

The late Aubrey Simmons was a stalwart member of the 
Philatelic Society of Canberra and was a collector's collector. He 
collected almost everything and was a fount of knowledge on an 
extraordinary range of philatelic subjects, not least postal 
history. In fact, had he written more and left his knowledge for 
posterity rather than just passing it on to young tyro's, I'm sure 
that future generations would have labelled him one of the founders 
of Australian postal history. 

Aub collected everything and he stimulated me into collecting 
all sorts of weird and bizarre things, some of which, such as 
railway parcel stamps, have become "legitimate" and can be 
exhibited at world level. One characteristic of Aub's collecting 
was the colour of his sheets - a sort of yellow brown and the 
writing up in white! No national medals for this sort of 
mounting. When the collections were eventually sold I managed to 
obtain only one section. It was a group of postcards made out of 
everything but card (or paper). It is quite intriguing and I have 
added a few items myself. 

When I began this column it crossed my mind to let you know 
about some of the items,but they might have been regarded as beyond 
the pale of philately. So I was stuck, and you, dear reader, would 
have to live on in ignorance of this small gem of an Aubrey Simmons 
collection. 

But then the UPU and the Albert Hall Book Fair came to the 
rescue. I have already mentioned (Capital Philately, February 
1986) that a copy of the Universal Postal Convention (of 1974) came 
my way. I decided to see what it said about postcards and so that 
you don't miss out I've included it below: 

1. Postcards must be rectangular and be made of cardboard 
paper stiff enough not to make mail handling difficult. 
shall not have projecting or raised relief parts. 

or of 
They 

2. Postcards must bear on the front the heading "Carte postale" 
(Postcard) in French or its equivalent in another language. 
This heading shall not be compulsory for picture postcards. 

3. Postcards must be sent unenclosed, that is to say, without 
wrapper or envelope. 
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4. The right hand half at least of the front must be reserved for 
the address of the addressee, for prepayment and for service 
instructions or labels. The sender may make use of the back 
and of the left-hand half of the front, subject to 5. 

5. It shall be forbidden to affix or attach samples of merchandise 
or similar articles to postcards or to embellish them with 
cloth, embroidery, spangles or similar materials. Such cards 
may be sent only in closed envelopes. Nevertheless, 
illustrations, photographs, stamps of every kind, labels and 
cuttings of every kind, of paper or other very thin substance, 
as well as address slips or fold-back sheets may be affixed to 
them, provided that these articles are not such as to alter the 
nature of postcards and that they adhere completely to the 
card. These articles may be affixed only to the back or to the 
left-hand half of the front of postcards, with the exception of 
address slips, tabs or labels, which may occupy the whole of 
the front. Stamps of any kind liable to be mistaken for 
postage stamps shall be permitted on the back only. 

6. Postcards not complying with the regulations for that category 
shall be treated as letters, except when the irregularity 
derives only from showing the prepayment on the back. 
Notwithstanding Article 113.4, such cards shall be regarded in 
all cases as unpaid and treated accordingly. 

Now remember that this applies to international mails so for 
the moment I am confining my remarks to those postcards which have 
travelled in such mails. The illustrations opposite show that 
Article 124.1 has not always been adhered to. The upper is a birch 
bark card from Canada to England and the lower an aluminium view 
card (Westminster Abbey) from England to Australia. They both 
religiously follow Article 124.2! 

Article 124.3 is straight-forward, but occasionally the rules 
in a particular country did not allow for a message if the 
concessionary rate of pas tage was used. The South African one 
illustrated below shows postage due because a message was added. 
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The regulations contained in Article 124.5 should be a feast 
for postal historians but the post office does not always seem to 
enforce the regulations. The upper card opposite is a case where 
the rules were enforced. The picture side contains spangles and 
the card is endorsed "Tinsel" and postage due has been charged 
accordingly (the black one penny; the "118" is the post office 
number of Brentwood). The lower cover has also been charged 
postage due,but although it is made from leather,the charge is for 
postage underpaid. Leather seems acceptable to the post office 
because I have another one used internally in New Zealand where no 
charges have been levied. 

Of course, the rules and regulations change from time to time 
and are not necessarily in accord with UPU regulations in respect 
of internal mail. I'm grateful to the same Aub Simmons for giving 
me a copy of the Post Office Guide of Australia for 1952. This 
shows that the regulations for internal and overseas mail were 
slightly different. For the sake of completeness I have included 
both descriptions - inland mail, Postal Rule 69; Empire and foreign 
post, Postal Rule 189. 

Postcards, General Conditions 

69. 1. Postcards manufactured for sale to the public or for 
private use must: 

(a) be made of material not less stout or appreciably 
thicker than that used for departmental postcards; 
and 

(b) comply with the prescribed dimensions. 

It is not compulsory for the words "Post Card" to appear 
on such cards. 

2. Commercial Papers and Printed matter in card form bearing 
the inscription "Postcard" will not be subject to postcard 
rate of postage when the conditions relating to Commercial 
Papers or Printed Matter (as the case may be) are complied 
with. (See Postal Rules 84 (1) and 95 (1)). 

3. Cards of the varieties known as "tinselled" and "beaded" 
and cards with "pearling" decorations are not 
transmissible through the post as postcards. They must be 
posted in envelopes at the rate of postage appropriate to 
the matter appearing on the card. 

-106- -107-

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------~-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------~--



Capital Philately August 1986 

Publications of 
The Royal Philatelic Society 

of Victoria 

Australian Numeral Cancellations, A Compendium (H.M. CampbeiO $30.00 
Queensland Cancellations & Other Postal Markings 1860 - 1913 

(H.M. Campbell) $20.00 
$20.00 South Australia The Long Stamps 1902-1912 (J.R.W. Purves) 

Tasmania: The Postal History & Postal Markings, Part 1 (Campbell 
Purves & Viney). A Reprint of the Original1962 edition *.$30.00 
The Postal History& Postal Markings, Part II, (0. Ingles Ed.) 
The Companion to Volume I $20.00 

Victoria: The Postal History of the Port Phillip District (J. R. W. Purves)$1 0.00 
The Emblems of Victoria 1857 - 1863 (J. R. W. Purves) $10.00 
Registered and Too Late Stamps 1854- 1858 (J. R. W. Purves)$15.00 
The Butterfly and Barred Oval Cancellations 1850 - 1855 

{J. R. W. Purves) $ 5.00 
The Postal History of Internees and Prisoners of War in Australia During 

World War II (P. Collas) $15.00 
Commonwealth of Australia Cumulative Index to Source Material 

{W.M. Holbeach) $ 5.00 
J.R.W. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L.APhilatelicBibliography{G.N. Kellow)$ 7.50 
Philately from Australia Cumulative Index Vols. 1 -X $ 3.50 

Vols. XI - XX $ 3.50 
Vols. XXI....,.. XXX $ 3.50 
The Set of 3 $1 0.00 

*NEW PUBLICATION 

Postage & Packing $3 extra per order. Orders over $75 sent Post Free. 

Please Address All Orders To:-

I 
STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD 

Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 3000. 
TeL 67 3332 (GPO Box No. 863J Melbourne, Victoria. 3001.) 
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4. A postcard with repres"ntations of postage stamps printed 
thereon is not transmissible by post unless at least one
fourth of each representation of a stamp is covered. 

5. A postcard is transmissible at postcard rate of postage 
only when the following conditions are complied with: 

(a) it must not be posted in an envelope or wrapper 

(b) the name and address of the addressee must be written 
on the front, and nothing beyond such name and 
address may be included on the right half of the 
front 

(c) any attachment to the card may consist only of paper 
or other very thin substance and must adhere 
completely to the card. Stickers which could 
possibly be mistaken for postage stamps may be 
affixed only to the back of the card. 

A postcard not complying with the foregoing conditions is 
classified as a letter, and is subject to letter rate of 
postage. 

6. The sender of a reply postcard may place his name and 
address on the face of the reply half, and may affix to 
the reply half an attachment of the nature mentioned in 
the foregoing paragraph. A postage stamp in prepayment of 
the appropriate rate of postage must be affixed both on 
top and reply halves of the card. A reply postcard must 
not be closed up in any manner whatsoever. If posted in 
an envelope it is qlassified as a letter and is subject to 
letter rate of postage. 

7. A postcard, the address side of which is marked off into 
several divisions intended for the insertion of several 
addresses, is prohibited from transmission. 

Postcards, General Conditions 

189. 1. The conditions prescribed in regard to postcards in the 
Inland Post apply also to postcards addressed to places 
beyond the Commonwealth. In the case of the latter, 
however, an address label or slip to fold back completely 
adherent to the card and bearing the name and address of 
the person to whom the card is sent may be affixed to the 
address side of the card. 
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A postcard with im~.tation 

embossed or printed thereon 
place beyond the Commonwealth. 

Australian postage stamps 
is not transmissible to a 

3. Reply postcards must bear at the head of the front side of 
the first half the words "Postcard with Reply Paid" and in 
the same position on the second half the words "Reply 
Postcard". The equivalent of these words in other 
language may also appear on both halves of the card. 

4. Reply postcards of which the two halves are not fully 
prepaid at the time of posting will not be forwarded. 

5. The prepayment of the "Reply" half by means of the postage 
stamp of the country in which the card was originally 
posted is valid only if the two halves of the card are 
attached to one another when received from that country, 
otherwise it will be treated as an unpaid postcard. 

The regulation about imitation Australian postage stamps 
(189.2) is interesting; anyone got a copy showing a correct postal 
reaction? 

The last two illustrations show how Irish blarney can overcome 
rules and regulations (!) and also that Colombia doesn't care two 
hoots about international regulations. An embroidered card with a 
backing shows that it could travel as a postcard in Colombia. 
Unfortunately it was sent overseas so was enclosed in a wrapper. I 
also have wooden and bakelite cards; can anyone add any further 
ones? 
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THE AUSTRALIAN OCCUPATION OF GERMAN NEW GUINEA - 1914 
The Philatelic Collection of the Australian War Memorial, Canberra 

A.G. Salisbury 

(Au thor's Note: In 1979, I was approached by the Australian 
War Memorial in Canberra, and asked to undertake the examination, 
cataloguing and mounting of the Memorial's extensive holding of 
philatelic material, which had been accumulated over many years. 
This work was done on a part-time, although regular, basis over a 
long period, the result being that a complete listing was submitted 
to the Director. The main items were mounted and written up in a 
form suitable for eventual public display. 

The most important part of the Memorial's collection comprises 
a large accumulation of the stamps of the Australian occupation of 
German New Guinea in 1914, covering both the captured German 
colonial issues which had been overprinted and surcharged, and the 
subsequent Australian Commonwealth stamps overprinted "N.W. PACIFIC 
ISLANDS.". 

This artie le outlines the history of these stamps, with an 
account of the Memorial's holdings. The collection is not yet on 
display. 

The material is generally in good condition, despite having 
been in storage since the early 1920s. It has now been treated 
scientifically by the War Memorial's expert curators. 

The substance of this article appeared in the April 1984 issue 
of the "Journal of the Australian War Memorial". The accompanying 
photographs were supplied through the courtesy of the Director). 

The Australian War Memorial holds among its philatelic 
collection a representative selection of the postage stamps which 
were issued by the Australian Military Administration following the 
capture of German New Guinea in the opening stages of the 1914-18 
War. Some of the stamps held are of the utmost interest and rarity 
- indeed, some of them may well be unique. 

On the outbreak of war in 1914, the Australian Government was 
asked by the British Government to mount an expedition to capture 
the German garrison in New Guinea. Action was taken quickly, and 
the German forces were overpowered. The events are well recorded 
in issue No. 1 of the Government Gazette printed at Rabaul on 16th 
October 1914, and in the Official History of Australia in the 1914-
1918 War, and need not be repeated here. 
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The military expedition vtas an Australian one, but, in the 
light of the then prevailing military and political situation, the 
whole operation was regarded as one of British administration. For 
this reason, the words "British" and "Australian" in this context, 
are interchangeable. 

In the latter part of the nineteenth century, the eastern part 
of New Guinea was under the influence of Britain and Germany. The 
lower portion, which later became known as Papua, was proclaimed as 
a British protectorate in 1884. In that year, postal arrangements, 
based on Port Moresby, were set up under the control of the 
colonial government of Queensland, although the administrative 
system in that area continued in a somewhat uncertain state - the 
main question was whether responsibility rested with Britain or 
Queensland. However, these matters are of no concern to the 
present article. 

In the northern ~art, German influence began about 1860, when 
trading posts were established by a Hamburg firm, J .C. Goddefroy 
anq Son, and various agencies were set up on the mainland of New 
Guinea and on some of the adjacent islands. The firm was later 
supplanted by a new company - the German South Sea Islands Trading 
and Plantation Company - which was under official German Government 
sponsorship. Later still, in 1885, a new corporation was set up by 
the German Government. This was the German New Guinea Company, 
which was given an Imperial charter to administer the government of 
the Territory. 

In 1889, the German Government took over the administration of 
the Territory, which became known officially as German New Guinea 
in 1898, with a Governor appointed from Berlin. The seat of 
government was eventually established at Rabaul, on the island of 
New Britain, which became known as Simpsonhafen. 

About the same time, other German colonial governments were 
set up for Territories of the Marianne Islands, Marshall Islands 
and Caroline Islands. While these were all separate entities, 
their overall control was exercised by the Governor of German New 
Guinea. 

In the early days of the German colonies, ordinary postage 
stamps of metropolitan Germany were used. Towards the end of the 
nineteenth century, these stamps were overprinted with the name of 
the relevant colony, and from the beginning of the current century, 
special definitive stamps were provided in what is known as the 
"Yacht" design. This series was common to all the German colonies 
throughout the world. 

-113-



Capital Philately August 1986 

A GREAT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
ALL COLLECTORS ! ! 

Consider the excellent advantages of participating in probably the 

best postal sales in Australia: 

* 

* 
* 

* 

* 

* 

* 
* 

* 

Items offered are of a high quality, so you can rely 

on the catalogue descriptions; 

There is something to suit every philatelic taste; 

Reserve prices are given so you know your starting 

point, the minimum price that is required; 

Catalogues are produced on high-quality paper and 

important items are photographed to assist you; 

Postal inspection and free photocopy services are 

available; 

Interstate visitors are welcome to request to view 

lots outside of normal viewing times; 

Payment by Bankcard is welcome and encouraged; 

You are not at any disadvantage against local 

bidders as there is no 'room' participation; and 

I do not charge any form of buyer's commission! 

Collectors of everything from the most straightforward stamps to 

spec!alized Postal Stationery, to superb items of Postal History can 

expect to find material to their liking in my sales. 

Write or phone today for a FREE copy of my next catalogue. 

(LICENSED PHILATELIC AUCTIONEER) 

lst fl/397 LITTLE COLLINS STREET, MELBOURNE 3000 

TELEPHONE: (03) 67 5626 - 24 hours service 
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After the Australian vict?ry at Rabaul, no time was lost in 
setting up a military administration of the former colony, and, on 
4th October 1914, the Australian Administrator, Col. W. Holmes, 
reported to the Australian Minister for Defence that the various 
Departments of the German Administration (including the Department 
of Post and Telephones) had been taken over and organised. 

In the Gazette of 15th October 1914, the following Official 
Notice was published -

"Postage Stamps 

The postage stamps of the late German Administration 
seized at the Post Off ice, Rabaul, after British Military 
occupation, have been endorsed with the Royal initial letters 
G.R.I. and their respective values altered as found 
necessary. In future, all letters posted from the garrisons 
of Rabaul and Herbertsh~he will require, before being accepted 
for transmission by mail, to have affixed to same the 
necessary stamps, which may be obtained on application to the 
Postmaster at each place." 

It was stated also that "for the convenience of members of the 
Garrison, a Post Office has been opened at the Rabaul Post Office, 
where letters may be posted only between 4 p.m. and 6 p.m." (No 
mention was made for any corresponding arrangements at 
Herbertsh~be) • 

In the same Gazette, it was notified that Lieut. J.S. Lyng had 
been appointed as Government Printer. 

For the postal purposes of the Australian Administration, two 
separate issues of postage stamps were made, for use on mail 
emanating from New Guinea -

(a) stocks of current German colonial stamps for the Territory 
of New Guinea (and, to a lesser extent, of the Marshall 
Islands) , were overprinted and surcharged by the 
Australian Government Printer at Rabaul (Lieut. 
J.S. Lyng), with the Royal Cypher "G.R.I." and new values 
in British currency; 

(b) current Australian postage stamps were overprinted "N. W. 
PACIFIC ISLANDS" by the Stamp Printing Branch of the 
Commonwealth Treasury in Melbourne. 

This article is concerned with these two issues. 
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The definitive German colonial stamps for the four Pacific 
colonies (and also for German colonies in other parts of the world) 
were printed by typographic process at the State Printing Works in 
Berlin. For the stamps of German New Guinea and the Marshall 
Islands, there were nine denominations ranging in value from 3 
pfennigs to 80 pfennigs, printed in sheets of 100 stamps, in ten 
rows of ten. These sheets had the name of the colony and the 
values printed on the selvedges. The central part of the design, 
common to all low-value colonial stamps, showed a semi-frontal view 
of the Imperial Yacht 11 Hohenzollern 11 steaming towards the left. 
Then there were four higher values, in larger size, ranging from 
one mark to five marks, printed in sheets of 20, in five horizontal 
rows of four stamps. There were no selvedge markings on these 
smaller sheets, and the design showed the Yacht in a broad-side 
view, steaming towards the left. 

For New Guinea and the Marshall Islands, the denominations of 
the stamps were -

Small size: 

Large size: 

3 pf. 
5 pf. 
10 pf. 
20 pf. 
25 pf. 
30 pf. 
40 pf. 
50 pf. 
80 pf. 

1 mk. 
2 mk. 
3 mk. 
5 mk. 

brown 
green 
carmine 
blue 
black and red (yellow paper) 
black and orange (buff paper) 
black and carmine 
black and purple (buff paper) 
black and carmine (rose paper) 

carmine 
blue 
violet-black 
carmine and black 

Large stocks of German New Guinea stamps were captured by the 
Australian Forces, and, as mentioned above, these were overprinted 
with the Cypher 11G. R.I. 11 , and also surcharged with a new value, 
roughly equivalent to the original German denomination. There were 
two separate printings by the Government Printer at Rabaul, and 
these differed in regard to the distance between the letters 
"G. R.I. 11 and the new surcharged value. For the first printing, 
this distance was 6mm for the small stamps and 3.5mm to 4mm for the 
larger designs. The second printing showed the distances as 5mm 
and 5.5mm respectively. 

All the stamps in the War Memorial's Collection are from the 
second printing. 
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The first issue was placei on sale on 17th October 1914, and 
the second followed on 16th December of the same year. While the 
stamps of the first printing were being used, a quantity of German 
Marshall Islands stamps, which in the meantime had been captured at 
Nauru, was sent to Rabaul, where they were overprinted and 
surcharged similarly to the second printing of the New Guinea 
issues. These were also placed on sale on 16th December 1914. 

In this connection, the Gazette No. 3 of 15th November 1915 
stated -

"Postage Stamps 

A further supply of New ·Guinea postage stamps had been seized 
at Kawieang. These are at present in the hands of the 
Government Printer and, when surcharged, will be on sale at 
the Post Office. Marshall Islands stamps, taken at Nauru, are 
being similarly surcharged, and will shortly be available for 
sale." 

The news of the stamps attracted tremendous interest among 
philatelists, and there was considerable demand for them from all 
over the world. The numbers of stamps "officially" over-printed 
were recorded, but it has to be kept in mind that additional 
quantities were undoubtedly produced. It became well-known that it 
was possible to send normal unused German New Guinea stamps (which 
had always been available from Berlin) to Rabaul, and to have them 
overprinted. What is not clear is how many stamps were so 
treated. The Robson Lowe "Encyclopaedia of British Empire Postage 
Stamps" states that the original Postmaster (who was later court
martialled) was "fully alive to the commercial opportunities. 
Unknown quantities of stamps arriving from collectors in other 
countries were overprinted with the genuine type and were duly 
returned to the senders." This is confirmed by evidence on the 
files that approaches were made from collectors and dealers in 
Australia and overseas, who sent to the Postmaster at Rabaul 
quantities of unused German New Guinea stamps, with the request 
that they might be overprinted. 

Neither is it recorded what printing plates were used for the 
various printings that must have been necessary. The work was done 
under necessarily primitive conditions, and under pressure of 
urgency. The overprinting, in all cases, was made from a forme 
comprising ten units (for the small stamps) or four units (for the 
large stamps) , arranged in a horizon tal row, so that one row of 
stamps of each sheet could be overprinted in one operation of the 
press. This was repeated ten times (for the small stamps) or five 
times (for the large stamps). As the formes were set up by hand, 
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using whatever type happened t\' be available, it is not surprising 
that there were variations in the ten horizontal positions of each 
horizontal row. But it also follows that any variation of this 
nature on a particular position would be repeated in the same 
position on each horizontal row of the sheet. 

As it was necessary to use all available captured German 
stamps, the overprint was applied, firstly, to complete sheets of 
100 stamps. When this supply had been exhausted, it was necessary 
to use up broken sheets and small blocks of stamps, or even single 
copies. In order to do this, the items were lightly attached to 
sheets of thin, plain paper of the same size as a normal sheet of 
stamps, and the overprint was then applied. This will explain why 
samples of the overprint can be found on plain paper, where a 
position on the "sheet" of 100 was not occupied by a stamp. 
Furthermore, impressions of the overprint may be found in ink-less 
"albino" form on plain paper, where the impression had penetrated 
through the stamp which had been attached to that particular 
position (see Fig. 1). 

The "official" numbers of stamps treated were as under -

Numbers 
German New German Marshall 
Value Value New Guinea Islands 

3pf. 1d 1 '280 2,600 
5pf. 1d 4,558 1 '200 

10pf. 2d 5,290 12,800 
20pf. 2d 5,397 10,000 
10pf. 2-:d 1 ,675 
20pf. 2~d 1 '445 
25pf. 3d 309 200 
30pf. 3d 347 203 
40pf. 4d 737 1,020 
50pf. 5d 282 525 
80pf. 8d 328 406 

1 m._l{. 1/- 63 85 
2mk. 2/- 57 200 
3mk. 31- 48 45 
5mk. 5/- 35 30 

In October 1914, further small quantities of German New Guinea 
stamps were overprinted, to meet a requirement for official use. 
This was done in a special printing, incorporating the additional 
letters "0.3.", denoting Official Service, in the space above 
"G.R.I." and the new value. The numbers involved were -
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Numbers 

9,258 
1, 681 

This overprinting was done with a different forme, made 
necessary by the need to print the "G.R.I." and the new value 
closer together, in order to accommodate the letters "O.S." above 
them. 

The standard philatelic catalogues set out these issues in 
detail, and show various differences in the overprints, but the 
absence or presence of these varieties on any particular sheet or 
row of stamps serves only to indicate that there must have been 
changes in the format of the overprinting plates. Indeed, there is 
room for some suspicion that some of the variations may have been 
"manufactured". Keeping in mind that the printer 1 s type available 
to the Government Printer only allowed fol" ten impressions to be 
set up, it is still notable that he could not always ensure that 
each of the ten impressions were identical. Some differences were 
due to the worn nature of the type available, and this is shown in 
many examples where the letters "G" and "R", for instance, in the 
Royal Cypher are badly worn and broken, although differences in the 
degree of inking of the overprinting plates can sometimes tend to 
obscure these irregularities. 

However, there are other major differences. One relates to 
the 25pf. New Guinea stamp surcharged with the new value of 3d. On 
the first stamp of the row of ten horizontal surcharging 
impressions (repeated in each of ten horizontal rows), the figure 
"3" is smaller, and from an entirely different type fount when 
compared with the other nine impressions. This is shown on a 
complete sheet of 100 stamps held in the Collection, but the same 
variation is not apparent on a sheet of the 30pf. value, which also 
was surcharged 3d. Again, the Collection includes three horizonal 
rows of ten stamps of the 50pf. denomination, surcharged 5d, and 
the seventh stamp of each row shows an entirely different figure 
"5" as compared with the others, in that it is smaller and has a 
flat top. (Unfortunately, the block of 30, which is illustrated, 
(Figure 2) has become separated vertica~ly between rows 7 and 8). 

The Collection 
surcharged with the 
variations. However, 

includes a full sheet of the 80pf. stamp 
new value of 8d, which shows some minor 

an additional item of far greater interest is 
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a piece of plain paper used (as described above) for attaching 
loose stamps pre para tory to overprinting (see Figure 1.). This 
piece is 43mm wide and 108mm high, and. has attached to it a block 
of six copies of the 8d surcharged stamp, in three horizontal rows 
of two stamps each. The topmost pair shows the overprint applied 
twice, while the second and third pairs have normal overprints. 
Below the third pair, the backing paper shows on the left-hand 
position an albino impression of the overprint, indicating that a 
stamp which had originally been in this position for over-printing 
had been subsequently removed. (A similar albino impression, of 
course, lies beneath each of the six remaining stamps). The right
hand position shows a normal inked impression of the overprint on 
the plain paper, showing that when the overprinting was done, there 
was no stamp in this particular position. This piece is of 
outstanding philatelic importance. 

The Collection includes full sheets of 100 of overprinted 
German New Guinea stamps as under -

* 

Original Value 

3pf. 
5pf. 

10pf. 
20pf. 
10pf. 
20pf. 
25pf. 
30pf 0 

40pf. 
80pf. 
3pf. 
5pf. 

with additional letters "O.S." 

New Value 

1d 
1d 
2d 
2d 
2~ 
2~ 

3d 
3d 
4d 
8d 
1d* 
1d* 

The Collection also includes a full sheet of 20 stamps of the 
2/- value of Marshall Islands, surcharged on the original 2mk. 
value. This is an extremely rare item. 

There are many other examples of the overprinted German 
colonial stamps, apart from the full sheets. Reference to the 
table of quantities officially overprinted, even allowing for the 
possibility (or probability) that these numbers are under-stated, 
will indicate the rarity and importance of the items held by the 
War Memorial. 
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Some of these items are illustrated, as under -

Fig. Block of 6 of 80 pf. surcharged 8d., as described above; 

Fig. 2 Part of full sheet of 100 Of 3pf. surcharged 1d, with 
additional overprint "O.S."; 

Fig. 3 

Fig. 4 

Block of 30 of 50 pf. surcharged 
different "5" in stamp 7 of each row. 
the block are -

5d., showing the 
Other variations on 

No. 1 
No. 3 
No. 5 

raised "G", with small stop: large stop after "R"; 
bottom point of "G" missing; 
no serifs on left side of "1"; 

Sheet of 20 of 2 mk. surcharged 2/-. Stamp No. 3 of each 
row shows a missing serif at the top left of "I". 

It should be added that in some cases there have been doubts 
about the genuineness of the overprints on some of the German 
colonial issues, but the official records show that the provenance 
of the items in the Collection is indisputable. 

(to be continued) 

The Business Manager of "Capital Philately", Mr. D. Osborn, 
has carried out his duties capably and efficiently, but, 
unfortunately, has been compelled to give up the work, for health 
reasons. 

Mr. D.I. Smith kindly agreed to undertake the distribution of 
the May 1986 issue, and Mr. T. Frommer has now offered to act as 
Business Manager in the meantime. 
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A PHILATELIC HISTORY OF FRANCE 
(concluded) 

P. Saxby 

Editor's Note: Page 61 of the February 
1986 issue contained a reference to S.G. 
1975, and in the final lay-out the 
relevant illustration, now shown at the 
right, was unfortunately omitted. 
"Capital Philately" apologises to 
Mr Saxby. 

August 1986 

Napoleon Bonaparte makes his appearance in this scene at the 
Bridge of Arcola (S.G. 1976). Arcola was fought on 15th to 17th 
November 1796, and was one of a series of battles between August 
1796 and February 1797, in connection with the Siege of Mantua by a 
French army. 

On 1st November 1796, Baron Josef Alvintzy moved 16,000 men 
under Davidovich down the Adige, whilst he moved on Vincenza with 
27,000 men. He expected to join up with Davidovich at Verona, and 
then to move south with the combined force in the third attempt to 
relieve Mantua, where Wurmser lay with 28,000 men. Napoleon left 
8,000 men under Dubois to delay Davidovich, and hurried with 18,000 
men to meet Alvintzy, with 4,000 men in reserve. After the battle 
of Caldiero on 12th November, Napoleon, swinging south around 
Alvintzy, crossed the Adige, then turned north, moving through a 
marshy area to cut the Austrian communications. Despite Napoleon's 
personal attempt, flag in hand, to storm a bridge over the Alpone 
at Arcola (this event is commemorated on the stamp), continuous 
French attacks over the causeway were repulsed. On the third day, 
Augereau crossed by a trestle bridge below the village, Massena 
made another assault on the main bridge, and at the same time, a 
detachment of French cavalry, blowing bugles, rode to the rear of 
the Austrian position. Believing themselves surrounded, Alvintzy's 
troops broke and retreated. 
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The discovery of antiquities (S.G. 1977) commemorates the 
cultural activities associated with Bonaparte's Egyptian expedition 
in 1798. Although Bonaparte at this time discounted the 
possibility of an invasion of England, he hoped to occupy Egypt and 
thus to threaten India, to damage British trade and to obtain a 
better position for bargaining in any peace settlement. Egypt 
would be regenerated under the benevolent and progressive 
administration of France, and would regain its ancient 
prosperity. The military expedition was therefore accompanied by a 
commission of scholars to investigate and report on the past and 
present conditions of the country. The destruction of the French 
fleet at Aboukir Bay on 1st August 1798 cut communications with 
France, and after Napoleon's return to France in August 1799, the 
remnants of the French occupation force capitulated in June 1801. 

Bonaparte's scientists had little success in interpreting 
Western culture to Egypt. They had more success in unveiling Egypt 
to Europe. They uncovered the Rosetta Stone, which held a tri
lingual inscription which made it possible to decipher 
hieroglyphics, and this laid the foundation of modern Egyptology. 
7he reports and monographs of the scientists were collected and 
published in "Description de l'Egypte". 

The Civil Code (S.G. 2017) is perhaps Napoleon's most enduring 
monument. It was enacted in 1806 and is still extant, with 
revisions. It has been the main influence apparent in the 
nineteenth-century civil codes of most European countries and South 
America. 

Codification of the law, although necessary, was impossible 
before the Revolution, because of the obdurate attitude of vested 
interests. The Code Napoleon was founded on the premise that for 

-127-



Capital Philately August 1986 

Jarrett 
Philatelic Service 

PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS 
SHOP 84, "THE BRIDGE", WODEN SHOPPING SQUARE, A.C.T. 

P.O. BOX 42, GARRAN, A.C.T. 2605 
PHONE (062) 824852- A/H (062) 918304 

BUYING . 
We purchase all countries: (a) Stamps, (b) cotns, (c). old letters, 
(d) postcards, (e) medals, (f) any philatelic jtem. . .. 

SELLING 
We stock an almost complete range of: (a) .Australia, (b) 
British Commonwealth, (c) Europe, (d) Pacific, (f) USA. 

AUCTION 
If your collection is valuable try our nationally advertised 

public auctions. We will get you the best price available. 

VALUATIONS 
Our professional valuers will give you an accurate appraisal. 

Reasonable rates. 

TELEPHONE OR WRITE- TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR MAIL 
ORDER SERVICE! 

-128-

Capital Philately August 1986 

the first time in history, a pu~ely national law should be created, 
free from all past prejudices, and deriving its content from 
"sublimated common sense". Its moral justification was to be found 
in its conformity to the dictates of reason. 

Under the Code, all citizens are equal. Primogeniture, 
hereditary nobility and class privileges are extinguished. Civil 
institutions are freed from the control of the Church. Freedom of 
person, freedom of contract and the inviolability of private 
property are fundamental principles. 

The Code was introduced into Belgium, Luxembourg, parts of 
Western Germany, North-west Italy, Geneva and Monaco, all under 
French control, in 1804. l:t was later introduced into French 
conquests in Italy, Germany, Switzerland and the Hanseatic 
cities. The Code is still in use in France, Belgium, Luxembourg 
and Monaco. 

The Paris Industrial Exhibition of 1806 was held at the 
Invalides (S.G. 2018). It appears to have been the first 
industrial exhibition, but it is overshadowed by the more 
spectacular Crystal Palace of 1851. 

The Coronation of Napoleon (S.G. 2019) is the last stamp in 
the series. After the abduction, trial and execution of the Due 
d'Enghien, which caused revulsion in the courts of Europe, Joseph 
Fouche, sometime Minister for Police, suggested to Napoleon that 
the best way to discourage conspiracy would be to transform the 
consulate for life into a hereditary empire, which, because of the 
fact that there would be an heir, would remove the hope of changing 
the regime by assassination. Napoleon accepted the suggestion, and 
the Empire was proclaimed on 28th May 1804. 

Although there was little change in the organisation of the 
government of France, Napoleon revived a number of institutions 
similar to those of the ancien regime. He wanted to be consecrated 
by the Pope, and Pius VII agreed to come to Paris. The ceremony 
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took place on 2nd December 1804. At the last moment, Napoleon took 
the crown from the Pope and placed it on his own head. In March 
1805, he was proclaimed King of Italy, and crowned in Milan in May 
1805. 

In view of the Anglo-French rivalry alluded to in the opening 
paragraphs, one more stamp, which is nQt part of the series, but is 
in a similar format, should be mentioned. S.G. 1722 commemorates 
the 900th anniversary of the Battle of Hastings, or Senlac. Here, 
on 14th October 1066, Duke William of Normandy defeated and killed 
King Harold of England. On Christmas Day, 1066, William was 
crowned King William I of England. 

Articles are required urgently for publication in "Capital 
Philately" - even if only to obviate the need for a small number of 
people to do all the work! 

A useful length for a contribution is 1,500 words, and 
illustrations (glossy photographic prints in black and white) are 
welcome. 

Please send manuscripts, in double-spaced typing, to the 
Editor. 

The journal is grateful for the support of its advertisers, 
and applications for space may be sent to the Business Manager. 
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