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It is not surprising that most Australian collectors collect 
Australian stamps. To collect the stamps of one's nation is the 
general rule world-wide. That there are a large number of such 
collectors can be judged from the philatelic sales chalked up by 
Australia Post. However, within all this success there is a 
serious problem - very few of such collectors turn into serious 
philatelists. This is seen by the very low numbers of entries in 
the National Class at national exhibitions. Perhaps there are some 
extenuating circumstances which I'll come to later but clearly, in 
comparison to other countries and to the number of 'Australia only' 
collectors, the Australian performance is woeful. 

Some of the reason may be historical, the advent of 
Federation and the delay in issuing Australian stamps has meant 
that no Australian issues fall into what is commonly called the 
classical period. The States stamps do but they do not seem to 
triqger a desire to collect amonq collectors. While I can 
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understand this in the case of Victoria where many a tiro 
cons ide ring Victoria must have been turned off by the catalogue 
listing I'm not sure why the other states are not favoured more by 
collectors. Be that as it may, most Australians concentrate on the 
Commonwealth issues. The 'map and kangaroo' series and the George 
v heads are classics in an Australian sense but they appear to have 
been done to death. Collectors working in these fields are 
basically collecting hy the book, new finds and new answers are few 
and far between. There is neither the challenge of research nor of 
discovery. 

Caning to more modern issues, they are undoubtedly gems of 
the miniscule art. Clever in design, colourful in their 
presentation an~ clearly collectable. But they do not provide the 
grist which has been supplied to the mill of earlier philatelists. 
No recess printing with associated die and plate flaws, retouched 
printing plates and numerous different plates and no long runs of 
typographic printing plates with substituted cliches and damage to 
individual units. 

sane of the grist is however still with us. For example, 
changes in perforation because of changes in printer or second or 
third printings. Even more exciting has been the decision of 
Australian paper producers to stop producing stamp paper usable by 
Australia Post. I know that it doesn't sound very exciting but 
modern printing methods and postal mechanisation demand special and 
hard to get paper. With no local supply and the tyrrany of 
distance Australia Post Supply Branch has been in a flap. Seeking 
paper here, seeking paper there, seeking paper everywhere. A bit 
here and a bit there has meant that several recent issues have 
appeared on very different papers an~ future printings of 
definitives could well be on new paper. 

Now this is exciting philatelically and I hope a new 
generation of collectors are turning themselves into philatelists 
by feedinq on this event of philateiic importance. Perhaps one of 
you will demonstrate this by writing an article for Capital 
Philately on this interesting phase of Australia's philately. 

I understand that Australia Post is looking at the 
possibility of re-introducing the recess printing process into 
Australian stamp production. I hope this is true. It will give 
the new collector even more philatelic fun and spur on philatelic 
development in the community. 

Mention of Australia Post reminds me that they have begun to 
introduce special launching ceremonies for each stamp issue. The 
'Man fran Snowy River' issue was launched at Cooma (see Canberra 
Times, 25 June 1987). Now this new event has not been fully picked 
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lATE FEES AND UXEE I..EPl'ERS - A REFUX:T!CN 60 YEARS lATER 
( CXXltinued) 

A. R. Tiglet.t 

Tc; trans~rt IT!YSelf nOW' from the point of origin to 11¥ stanp 
collect1on I f1nd I have opened a wide field for research. I have 
various types of postmarks, and I have to fix their periods of use. 
I have to ~earn the s~~ism. of the corrponents of the postmarks, 
the number1ng system, 1nd1cat1ons of date and time etc. It has to 
be writt7n t;P in a me~D;gful way. 'Ib do this well I have to go 
baCk ag~1n 1~to the or1g1n~ an~ get into the act itself - just as 
every h1sto:;-1an has to do 1~ h1s reconstructions. 'Ihus 11¥ starrp 
album page 1s a record of h1story. Moreover it is only an 
historical record When I have managed to get back into the action 
itself. But in the writing up and the real detection of the 
meaning of things I have to draw from the many inter-relating 
records - comnercial, shipping, railways and psocial life of the 
time. 

Of course, I am speaking of much more than a Stock Exchange 
Late Fee.postmark. ~imilar ~ystems existed everyWhere- Travelling 
Post Off1ces on tra1ns, Mar1ne Post Offices on ships, Local Posts 
berond the r?gular mail. system, Canoe Mails to meet up with Mission 
~hl.f?s'. Cons1gnment Ma1ls on trading schooners, and so on ad 
1nf1:ntum. ~lways there ?-re two aspects of the research (first) 
gett1ng back 1nto the act 1tself, and (second) bringing together as 
many of the inter-relating factors as can be researched. 

To widen 11¥ exarrple a little, for instance, the same kind of 
thing happened ship-side. at many ports of departure, Where one 
often found a post-box f1xed to the gangway, poised midway, as it 
were, bet:"een dry land and floating ship. In Suva, Fiji, for 
example, 1t was a regular thing to see junior clerks rushing dONn 
onto the Wharf with mail at ship departure time just before the 
removal of the gangway. If the vessel was equipped with a Marine 

FMtorial Ccxntinued) 

up 0 the philatelic press. In the USA there is always a first day 
of 1ssue c7rerrony, usually a day before general issue. 'Ihis has 
became an ~rtant piece, ~f philatelic information and write-ups 
often conta1n the phrase f1rst day of issue ceremonies at •••••• ' 
In the .next decade or so this will happen in Australia and then 
there Wlll be a rush to find the details and obtain the material. 
Are there any of you modern collectors gathering this information? 
If ~ot, .Why n?t; and. if yes, hON about giving me a listing to 
publ1sh 1n cap1ta1 Philately! Better still, enter your collection 
in the Modern Philately class at the Canberra 88 Exhibition. 
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There's a Whole World of Reading in 

STAMP NEWS 
(Australia's Brightest Philatelic Magazine!) 

Each month since 1954, "Stamp News" has brought its.rea~ers th.e latest news, in
formed comment and in-depth articles on a vanety of ph!la~eilc subJects, ~1ssemb~~d by an expert team of writers, correspondents and contnbutors from a over e 

world. 

The ma azine circulates in more than sixty countries worldwide and has earned a 

reputation fo~ servtihngmth0estbueps\~n~e~~s~~po~~~~e~~~~-~73et~~!t~~~gfs~~·e;~~hai~t~~~~d t~~ magazine carnes e - -
computer and a worldwide network of correspondents. 

as e~~~7~~~~~1fi~~~~~~~~!~t~s ~~~t~~.li:~~a:eh~ ~~~~~~~~~~t~~~~ :~s~~~~i~~~~·~ 
arbhival collection and for the postal stationery collector "Selected Stationery by Gary 
Watson. 

For the thematic collector, there: is our popular feature·~~~~.~~~~ ~~~~~~~c~·~;.~da~~ 
the investment-oriented, two spec1al features every mon . . . ... 
"Market Matters" tb canvass the widest possible range of Investment possibilities. 

There are regular news features on happenings in New Zealand, the Sout~,Pacific an~ 

~~t~~s~~ft~~e tr~~~· A~~~\~~YT~efr~7~ ~~~~f~i~~7!a~8~e ~R~~~~:~t~Ti~t~~~!~~~? asT~~r~~~~-
quent reports about stamp trade act1v1t1es. 

For the beginner our monthly "Beginners Start Here" column is essential reading ~nd 
our long-running "Cinderella Corner" with Bill Hornadge has broken new groun 1n 
Cinderella collecting. 

The latest philatelic books are reviewed each month and there is a special column for 
reports of Australian and New Zealand ph1latel1c soc1et1es. 

dd d f tures include a Postcard Corner and a Coin News section. All these 

featu~!;'~~a su;ple:ented bfy r
1
egudlar spdeecaia1~~dit':~~tr~~~U:~s ~~3iv~~~~Jh~~~\~i~~~fr;~~ and the advertisements o ea 1ng , 

throughout the world. 

If you want to get the utmost out of your hobby, you can no~ afford to miss a single edition 
of "Stamp News" - Australia's brightest philatelic magaz1ne. 

For a free, sample copy of "Stamp News", write to the Circulation Manager, 

STAMP NEWS 
P.O. Box 1410, Dubbo, N.S.W., 2830, Australia. 
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P.o. they would have been processed on board with the passenger 
mail - which gives us a whole field of postrrark collection. 
Otherwise the recipient of the letter would find it postrrarked 
"Loose Letter", "Ship Loose Letter", "Paquebot", "Post Shipside", · 
"Posted on Board" (with the Ship Mark), and there would always be a 
regular pattern for ships and ports of entry. All these are 
identifiable by type of postrrark or cachet, because the Ne.v 
Zealand, Australian and Fijian postal systems each had its own 
distinctive characteristics and like.vise within those systems each 
different port of entry. A person could give his whole time to 
this study were he so disposed and willing to devote the time and 
patience required for getting into the act. Then he would still 
need to find a meaningful way of writing it up. 

In a f-uture number of Capital Philately, if it be the 
Editor's pleasure, I will write up the Port of Entry Postrrarking of 
Fiji as used on Australian and New Zealand stamps, but meantime let 
me point out that rruch of this has already been done for Ne.v 
Zealand and Australian ports, and that rrost of this is available in 
our own Society library. I add a list of such material as an 
addendum to this article for the readers' ready referencer. 

Sometimes collectors come across Fijian stamps (especially in 
the Edwardian period) and New Zealand ld Universals with ordinary 
Sydney postmarks : Destination Postrrarks • These may be an ordinary 
Sydney C.D.S., a suburban or even a rural postmark. There was also 
a short period during which a NSW in Bars duplex was used for such 
inccming mail to Sydney from Ne.v Zealand and Fiji. Most Fijian 
Edwardians cancelled with the Sydney destination postmarks seem to 
have come fran I.a.utoka or I.a.basa (Malau) rather than fran Suva. 
This would mean they had been posted shipside on a C .s .R. Co., 
steamer. 

I imagine I have reminisced enough to have made the points. 
The study of ship letters and postal markings is not to be confined 
to pre-adhesive entires but continues even to this present day. 
History still has to be written from our current accumulations of 
common-place stamps. I may live ~ life and get ~ fUn from Penny 
Universals, NSW Barred Numerals, Australian George V King's Heads, 
and Fijian Single Line Key Plates but that is only one page of 
history. The story goes on and another generation has to take it 
up where mine leaves off. 

To illustrate as I close: 
(1) I see from my 1973 list of NSW Post Offices that sane 20 are 

assigned a single Postal District # defined as "Variable 
Disposals". These are in out-of-the-way places. Most are on 
my maps, but the route to each has options. There must be 
lots of postal history buried there. Many of them I knON 
originally had Barred Numeral numbers. 
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Speakinq of Barred Numerals, the numbering system has changed 
since then. We have to go the long way round in relating the 
two systems. A great many of the old numbers are now thrown 
toqether under T.P.Os, and others listed under the Postal 
District Numbers of the distributing centre. This, no doubt, 
leads to more efficiency but it opens a whole area for the 
philatelic historian to research in processing the 
information of the transition from one postal era to another. 

History, after all, is an ongoing thing. 

Leave roe then to dream my dreams: I am a boy again on a 
country train, watching the signs along the railway that tell me it 
is so many miles to Melbourne and the home of "Robur Tea" as 
opposed to the signs on all the gates which ask "Ple~se s~ut the 
qate and drink Griffiths Tea". My childhood confuswn 1s only 
increased by the announcement "Welcome to Malmsbury: a Good Rexona 
Town" because Kyneton, and Castlemaine and Woodend all make the 
same claim. Then suddenly, my head well out of the window in spite 
of my mother's orders to-pull it in, I see a bent pole from which 
there hangs a baq. The train swishes by at what was then fantastic 
speed, and behold the baq has been snatched aboard in a wire cage, 
and I am amazed at m:>dern technology. The years go by and now I 
open the Exchange Book of the Philatelic Society of Canberra and 
there before me is a stamp marked "T.P.O.M.G. (Mail Guard) 3" and I 
know that was the Bendigo line and may well have been caught in the 
very same cage I saw snatch the mail-bag. I gladly pay the 50 
cents asked ••• for old time sake. For me it is quite sentimental 
but academically I am still in the stream of history. Yes, history 
qoes on • • • and on! In the researching and writing of postal 
history one generation has to take over where the last one leaves 
off. In a qood philatelic society that happens. 

Publications in Our Library for Further Research: 

Purves & Viney : Tasmania: Postal History & Markings, Chs. 7 
& 10 
Campbell : Queensland Cancellations & Other Markings, pp. 74-
9, Chs. 10 & 11 
Robson Lowe's Encyclopedia of British Empire, v. IV, 
"Australiasia" 
Kellow's Cumulative Index, v.l, pp.l-8 
Philately from Australia, 49:25-9 
Peck: NSW Travelling Post Offices 1870-1983 
Hoskinqs: Paquet Cancellations of the World 

And many books under the names of the countries concerned. We have 
a qood library for you to use. 

(Concluded) 
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ITS OFFICIAL 

B P Bestcn 

(Editor's note: Bernie Beston, Who is a well known Postal 
Stationery collector and international judge has agreed to write a 
regular colUJm on Postal Stationery). 

We often hear complaints aoout the m.nnber of rrodern issues 
~a tin'? from Postal Administrations these days. Many 
phllatehsts blame the spate of rrodern issues for the drop in 
numbers of collectors and of club membership. What better reason 
then, then to 'tune-in' to Postal Stationery? Whilst prices have 
risen generally in the last three to five years, bargains and 
canpletely unexplored areas in Postal Stationery are out there 

' ' • I waltlng to be dlscovered. 

At Stampex '86, in Adelaide last year, I purchased an 
irresistable treasure trove of unused modern Guyana (formerly 
British Guiana) aerogram:nes. True, nothing postall y used, but full 
~f overprints and vari~ties and no~ing over two dollars each; you 
JUSt try to buy them, lf you can flnd them, mint or used, in five 
years time. 

OFFICIAL MAIL 

I I I 
Figure 1 

Certain items currently available in Australia, but 
not on sale, are the 'Official Mail' postal 
stationery. Australia Post has a standard form of 
wording Which shar.rs 'Official Mail ' aoove three 
vertical, thick parallel bars (Figure 1) • 

In the last two years, it has promoted National 
Philatelic EXhibitions sponsored by the Australian 
Philatelic Federation by the mailing of special 
cards, 'with an Official Stamp Irrprint', to 

encourage attendance. These are known for the Melbourne and Sydney 
national ASDA Stamp and Coin Fairs and for Starrpex '86 and Cup-pex 
'87. The starrp imprint for Starrpex '86 was common to two different 
cards (Figure 2). 

Most of these cards are veritably unknown to collectors 
outside the capital city concerned and I have neither seen them in 
dealers ooxes nor for sale in the philatelic press. All of the 
issues qualify as Postal Stationery under the F.I.P. definition as 
'Official Service Issues' • The nost collectable of these is~ues 
are available to the Whole spectrum of Australian collectors. They 
come to your door, and that of your _son and daughter, with the 
Australia Post Starrp Bulletin or Junior Explorer Magazine. r·have 
listed the issues of ooth Junior Explorer and Stamp Bulletin postal 
stationery envelopes below. 
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Figure 2 

Junior Explorer 

1. Coastal Shipwrecks 
2. Explore Australia with the Crew of Cook's Endeavour 
3. Explorers Blast off for 1986 
4. Australian Stamp Explorer (Snugglepot and Cuddle Pie) 
5. No hurdles to Stamp Collecting 
6. America's Cup 1987 - The heat is on 
7. Decision to Settle. 

They mostly have a stamp design in the top right hand corner, 
with the workds 'Official Mail' and a corresponding cachet on the 
left of the envelope. The majority of e~velopes are window-faced. 

Additionally, a special issue for Australia, 'Project 
Blizzard' measurinq 265mm x 185mm was issued (Figure 3). This 
Antarctic item is surely a "MUST" for any Antarctic collector; a 
flaq; snow; even a beard. 

St~ Bulletin 

Our sunken history is re-discovered 
1984 Christmas 
1985 Christmas 
1986 Christmas 
Click go the Shears 
Sail with Cook into History 
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Horses of Australia 
Australia's New Wildlife Stamps 
The Boxing Kangaroo- America's Cup 
Australia; Classic Children's Cup 
Australian Wildlife 

November 1987 

The envelopes, measuring 23Qnm x 162mn also cane in an air 
mai~ version (Figure 5). Some of these do not have any stanp 
des~gn but have the worlds "Official Mail" in the top right hand 
corner of a complete pictorial faced envelope. 

Figure 3 

The America's Cup envelope is especially collectable as it is 
the first of the Bicentenary series with the ship in stamp fom. 
Not nearly so smart is the envelope that carries the Swedish 
Philatelic releases to your door (Figure 4). 

And most of these will be available in cupb::>ards or from 
fellcw collecting friends. These might even be enough to have a 
section including a display at Sydpex '88 or one frame at your next 
club meeting. 
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'lHE IN'l'IO:UCl'ICN OF 'lHE STAMPED PARCEL SERVICE 
BY 'lHE QUEEliJSI.AND RAIIJolAYS 

Ian Mc:Mahcn 

Queensland Railways were arrong the first of the Australian 
colonial railways to issue railway parcel stamps. In the Railways 
stanps of Australia Ingles, Presgrave and Craig list the first 
Queensland Railway parcel stamps as having been issued in about 
1872 for use on the Southern and Western Railway.· A second issue 
for use throughout the Queensland railway system is listed as 
having been issued in 1888. This article discusses the 
introduction of the railway parcel service in Queensland as 
documented in notices appearing in the Queensland Government 
Gazette. 

Introductia1 of the stanped parcel service a1 the Southern and 
Western Railways 

In a notice dated 7 Noverriber 1867 in the Gazette, the Comnission 
for Railways advised the introduction of 'additional parcel rates' 
for the Southern and Western Railway. The notice advised that 
'adhesive railway parcels stamps, similar to postage or duty 
stamps,' could be purchased from all railway stations and from 
authorised agents. Stamps would be available in one and two 
shilling denominations and the following rates would apply to 
parcels up to 6 pounds: 

parcels up to 3 pounds: one shilling per 80 miles or part 
thereof 

parcels from 3 to 6 pounds: 2 shillings per 80 miles or part 
thereof. 
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At this time the Southern and Western railway ran only from 
IpswiCh to Dalby, a distance of 130 miles. A daily mixed. f;eig~t 
and passenger service leaving Ipswich at 9. 36am and arr1 vrng 1n 
Dalby at 6.00pn was the only sChedul~ service on t'?e .line. 
Parcels to and from Brisbane would be rece1ved at the Cbmmiss1oners 
Office and were forwarded between Brisbane and IpswiCh daily by 
coaCh at no additional charge. 

A notice in the Gazette also dated 7 Noverriber called for 
Agents to sell the railway parcel.stamps. ~gents were to~ able 
to purChase stamps, at the Commiss1oners off1ce only, at a d1scount 
of five per cent for purchases over one pound. A notice of 7 July 
1868 advised that Mrs Annie Hood, a bookseller of TCXJWOCRliba, had 
been appointed an agent for. the sale of railway parcel stamps. 

Ert.ensioo. of the parcel services to all Queensland railways 

In a notice dated 28 Noverriber 1883, the Commissioner for 
Railways advised that from 1 January 1884 the use of adhesive 
parcel stamps would be extended to all . Queensland Railways·. The 
notice also gave details of the regulat1ons and rates applyrng to 
the starrped parcel service. Details of the rates are given in the 
accanpanying Table 1. The mi~ parcel rate was nON 3d, f<:r a 
3 pound parcel carried over 10 mles. Packages of fresh f1sh, 
fruit, butter, eggs, milk, fresh meat, ice, vegetables an? bags of 
bread could be forwarded at stamped parcel rates ( spec1al rates 
applied to bread and meat) • HONever, live poultry, bicycles, 
feathers, furniture, glpss, mirrors, perambulators, pictures, 
sewing maChines and wire cages would not be accepted as stamped 
parcels. Hats and bonnetts and cases of millinery would be carried 
but at double rates. If stamps oould not be affixed directly on 
the article a suitable label had to be used. All packages would be 
accepted at the senders risk and no receipt would be issued. 
Parcels were limited to a maximum weight of 56 pounds. 
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Table 1 

Miles to 3lbs to 7lbs to 14lbs to 28lbs to 56lbs 

up to 10 3d 6d 9d 1/- 1/3 

10 to 25 6d 9d 1/- 1/3 1/6 

26 to 50 1/- 1/3 1/6 1/9 2/-

51 to 100 1/6 1/9 2/- 2/3 2/9 

101 to 150 1/9 2/- 2/3 2/6 3/6 

151 to 200 2/- 2/3 2/6 2/9 4/3 

201 to 250 2/6 2/9 3/- 3/3 4/9 

251 to 300 2/9 3/- 3/3 3/6 5/3 

301 to 350 3/- 3/3 3/6 3/9 5/9 

351 to 400 3/3 3/6 3/9 4/- 6/3 

Issue of railway parcel stanps 

Although the notices described above do not specifically 
mention the release date of the railway parcel stamps associated 
with the stamped parcels service, they do irrply that the first 
issue of stamps probably took place sometime in 1868 while the 
second issue would have been required on 1 January 1884 to co
incide with extension of the stamped parcel service. These dates 
are considerably earlier than those given by Ingles, Presgrave & 
Craig for the issue of these stamps. 

Nbte: The illustrations are of stamps loaned from the collection of 
E C Druce. Of some interest is the manuscript provisional of one 
shilling on two shilling, two copies are knONn. The other two 
shilling value illustrated is a plate proof in issued colour. 

References 

Railway Stamps of Mainland Australia, o. G. Ingles, 
A.D. Presgrave, W.D. Craig, Hobart, 1980. 

.Queensland Government Gazette, 1867, 1868, 1883. 
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POSTAL HISTORY COUJMN - WROCK COVERS 

E C Druce 

It was a great pleasure to relinquish the Postal History 
Column to Betty -van Tenac in the Auqust issue. She showed that 
postal history items can be used in other areas of philately and 
that in the thematic area, covers bearing stamps and or postmarks 
which augment the theme are a critical element. 

In this issue I am going to discuss an aspect of postal 
history part of which overlaps aerophilately. At Sunpex 85 in 
Brisbane, one of the most interesting exhibits in the aerophilately 
section was an entry by B Koningham entitled 'Interrupted Airmail'. 
This collection was based on mail salvaged from aircraft crashes. 

Such mail has typically been called 'Wreck Mail' or 'Crash 
Covers'. In Sutton's The Stamp COllector's Encyclopedia the 
following definition is used: 

'Covers salvaged from mail recovered from shipwrecks, trans
ocean mail-planes, etc, are often given cachets or official 
lables explanatory of their (often) sea-soaked condition, 
thus linking the exhibit with the disaster, and of special 
interest to the philatelist.' 

• 

(/ 
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This is a so!Tieli\7hat restrictive definition and is certainly 
narrONer than that used by the doyen of wreck cover collectors, the 
late Adrian Hopkins. 

Hopkins' book, A History of Wreck Covers, is a classic and 
the definitive work, appearing as a third edition shortly after his 
death in 1967. While Hopkins used 'wreck covers' in his title, in 
his preface to the third edition he used_ the phrase 'salvaged 
mail'. This probably more closely describes his collection, Which 
comprised salvaged mail from shipwrecks, accidents on land and air 
accidents. However, he included in his book references to mail 
eaten by snails, captured mail, and mail opened opened by rebels. 
Thus I believe that Koningham' s title at Sunpex 85 is inportant -
wreck mail has been expanded by collectors so that it is better 
named 'Interruped and Salvaged Mail'. 

Having worked out What we are talking about we can proceed to 
build a classification Which may encourage the new collector to 
dabble in this area. Any interrupted and salvaged mail collection 
can be as narrON or as wide as you wish. The Koningham exhibit as 
Sunpex 85 concentrated on mail salvaged from mail planes and thus 
reflects the Hopkins classification, sea, land and air. 
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CJ'arrett 
Philatelic Service 

PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS 
SHOP 84, "THE BRIDGE". WODEN SHOPPING SQUARE, A.C.T. 

P.O. BOX 265 WODEN 2606, A.C.T. 
PHONE (062) 824852- A/H (062) 918304 

BUYING . 
We purchase all countries: (a) Stamps, (b) coins, (c). old letters, 
(d) postcards, (e) medals, (f) any philatelic .item. 

SELLING 
We stock an almost complete range of: (a) .Australia, (b) 
British Commonwealth, (c) Europe, (d) Pacific, (f) USA. 

AUCTION 
If your collection is valuable try our nation(jlly advertised 

public auctions. We will get you the best price available. 

VALUATIONS 
Our professional valuers will give you an accurate appraisal. 

Reasonable rates. 

TELEPHONE OR WRITE- TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR MAIL 
ORDER SERVICE! 
-~~~ 
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However, there is a totally different way of l(J(Jking at the 
subject and that is identifying the cause of the interruption 
rather than the medium of the mail carriage. Here Hopkins 
extensive listing gives us several clues. Naturally, there are 
mails interruped by a disaster affecting the means of transport, 
shipwrecks, plane crashes and train derailments. These are 
physical interruptions. To then should be added chemcial 
interruptions - sounds funny doesn't it but generally they are 
caused by fire - burning trains and post vans but also cigarette 
butts and matches in letter boxes. 

Next I would single out natural disasters; bush fire, flood, 
and earthquake are all capable of interrupting mail and cachets 
often record this type of interruption. Then there are biological 
agents, including snails, robbers and the enemy in wartime. I 
would also add forgetful or incompetent postal officials. Hopkins 
records th~ case of mail carried on the ship John Bidwell which 
last sailed in 1945. In 1960 when she was being broken up the 
shipbrea:kers found a sealed compartment with 500 baqs of mail 
destined for Chile! -

GLEASON MANUFACTURING CO. 
Manufiu:tuN!!R ot 

BRAIDS 'And LACES 
9 7 13erkdey S~Uet Cranston. R. I. 

P. o.. Box #1205 
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Finally there are mechanical interruptions from which mat. il 
' t is the habit of modern sur 1ng has to be salvaged. The rros commc.m . me nCM e and these 

m~chines to occas.sionl.anllay l~~~~nq up s:~~~t y~t can get a ieeling for d1fferent categor1es ~ 
the breadth and depth of the subJect. 

Mail salvaged fran a physical interruption 

shipwreck mail 
air crash mail 
train crash mail 
mail truck, bus or van crashes. 

Mail interrupted by natural disasters 

bush fire 
fl()()d 
earthquake 
storm or tempest. 

Mail affected by chemical accident 

fire 
accidental (fire on train or in sh~p) 
deliberate (cigarettes or matches 1n a post box) 

acid 
other chemicals. 

Mail interrupted or damaged by biological agents 

human 
robbers 
enemy action . . 
captured mail (see Capital Philately, 
inefficient handling staff 

animal 
snails 
birds 
rodents. 

Mail salvaged fran mechanical interruptions 

cancelling machines 
sorting machines 
other mail handling machines. 
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.Bt DIU :t,.UOJi~OS*l' 
·To ABSTRALI4 AND OW 
AIRTRANSXISSlOE' .. 

:f:::"! »tt· E Y (;Australia) 
. . 0::·:;:·::::--t'};·:'""'"•: .... ... h ....... ............... , ... , •• , •• 

• ,, .-'.; \ .. ':>. 

This then is a comprehensive listing~ comprehensive not 
cumplete. I am sure that we will be able to add new items to it in 
future. I have not included in the listing, mail, the delivery of 
which has been delayed by wrong handling in the postal system such 
as wrongly posted, mis-sent or mis-directed mail. 

If sume of the i terns in the classification have got you 
pondering then perhaps a couple Jll()re examples will help. Under 
chemical damage, I have put 'other'. In this field I would put 
mail damaged by suffragettes campaigning around 1912 and 1913 for 
votes for wumen in the United Kingdom. Hopkins notes that one of 
their tactics was to pour a mixture boot-blacking and oil or acid 
into post-boxes resulting in a gooey mess. Definitely items for 
all those thematic collections on the subject of women! 
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The other exanple is also from Hopkins. 
other mail handling maChines would include mail 
from a moving mail train to a station. Hopkins 
mail bags being thrown from a moving train 
slipping off, and being run over by the train. 

November 1987 

Mail salvaged from 
damaged in transfer 
records the case of 
on to a platform, 
Some letter opener! 

All in all salvaged and interupted mail is an exciting field 
and often not expensive. Sir John Wilson, the former Keeper of the 
Royal Collection noted in his foreward to the Hopkins ' book that 
collecting these sort of covers has three great advantages. First, 
the Whole interest is in the story Whidh they represent. Second, 
they do not include souvenir material or covers made for 
collectors. Third they have not been forged. Three very good 
reasons for thinking seriously about salvaged and interrupted mail 
as a collecting subject. 
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'lHE FIRST STATE RE.VEMJE ISSUES - AN IN'I'BJIXJCI'ICW TO 
CINDERELlA PHilATELY 

David I Smith 

Revenue stamps, sometimes termed fiscals, are closely related 
to postage stamps. They are issued for the payment of government 
charges, usually for tax or duty. Postage stamps are restricted to 
the payment of postal or telegraph charges. Other forms of 
cinderellas relate to stamps (better termed labels) intended for 
other purposes. These are generally issued by non-governmental 
agencies and are CCJmm(Jnly assCJCiated with charities or with 
advertising. Revenue stamps have many close parallels to postage 
stamps and the issues of the Australian States and the later 
Commonwealth period offer great variety and challenge to the 
collector. For the traditional philatelis there are all the 
variations in paper, perforations, watermarks and printing 
assCJCiated with postage stamps. Revenue stamps were produced with 
the same security controls, often the same printers, printing and 
perforating machines were employed. For the postal historian the 
equivalent is to collet revenue items used in the correct manner 
and with the appropriate rate. For those whose interests are in 
historical and social research the field has much to offer. 
Revenue stamps are the forerunners of the contemporary tax 
collection system, 'pay-as-you-earn' is a relatively new 
development. For the specialist the qreat attraction of Australian 
revenues is the relative lack of published research, certainly in a 
form that is readily available. The aim of this first cinderella 
article is to illustrate the attraction of revenue collecting and 
what could be more apt· than to consider the first Australian 
revenue items. The list of references provides an introduction to 
many of the texts of value to the Australian revenue CCJllector. 

Postage and/or Revenue 

It is important to try and establish which stamps are for 
postage and which for revenue. For Great Britain and her colonies 
the simplied pattern is for issues prior to 1881 to be marked 
'postage' and for definitive series after that data to be inscribed 
'postage and revenue'. This was to indicate that postage stamps 
could also be used for fiscal purposes. It is important to stress 
that issues .. produced for the payment of specific duties and taxes 
persisted, these could not be used for postage. Indeed, the first 
adhesive 'stamps' for revenue purposes predate by many years the 
introduction of the Penny Black as a means of prepaying · postal 
charges. The Australian States however, provide exceptions to this 
general rule. They display marked eccentricity with scarcely any 
two of the States following a similar style. Conformity however, 
was required after federation on 1 January 1901. FrCJm that date 
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Publications of 
The Royal Philatelic Society 

of Victoria 

The Postal History of the Australian Army During World War 2 (P. Callas) $50.00 
The Postal History of Internees and Prisoners of War in Australia During 
World War 2 (P. Callas) $15.00 
Australian Numeral Cancellations. A Compendium (H.M. Campbell) $30.00 
Queensland Cancellations & Other Postal Markings 1860-1913 (H.M. Campbell) $25.00 
South Australia. The Long Stamps 1902-1912 (J.R.W. Purves) $25.00 
The Pictorial Stamps of Tasmania 1899-1912 (K. Lancaster) $40.00 
Tasmania: The Postal History & Postal Markings, Part 1 (Campbell, Purves & 
Viney). 1984 Reprint $30.00 
The Postal History & Postal Markings, Part II (0. Ingles, Ed.) $30.00 
Set of 2 ordered together $50.00 
Victoria: The Postal History of the Port Phillip District (J.R.W. Purves) $15.00 
The "Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-1858 (J.R.W. Purves) $20.00 
The "Butterfly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850-1855 (J.R.W. Purves) $10.00 
Western Australia: The 4d Lithograph 1854-1864 (B. Pope) $15.00 
Commonwealth of Australia Cumulative Index to Source material (W.M. Holbeach) $7.50 
J.R.W. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. A Philatelic Bibliography (G.N. Kellow) $7.50 
Philately from Australia Cumulative Index Vols. 1-XXX $10.00 

(Back issues of Philately from Australia $5.00 each) 

Postage & Packing $4 extra per order. Orders over $75 sent Post Free. 
TRADE ENQUIRIES WELCOME 
Please Address All Orders To:-

STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD. 

Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 3000 
Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No. 863J Melbourne, Victoria. 3001.) 
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postal and telegraph services became a Commonwealth matter while 
stamp duty and other taxes remained under the control of the 
States. This change required separate accounting for postal and 
fiscal charges and hence the need for postage stamps to be 
distinct. Any former interchangeability ceased. 

Table 1 shows the notation of the states' stamps that were 
used for postal charges and also the dates for which postage and 
revenue issues were fully interchangeable. Tasmania used the word 
'postage' on only one if its several designs before or after 
federation. In contrast New South Wales, with very minor 
exceptions, always incorporated the word 'postage'. Its two 
daughter states, Victoria and Queensland added 'postage' 
infrequently except for the charity issues of 1897 and 1900. Most 
pre-federation issues for Western Australia were marked 'postage', 
this was only omitted on the sixpenny and one shilling post
federation issues. 

Interchangeability of postage and revenue stamps mark the 
complete convergence of traditional and revenue philately. Again 
there is great variations between the States, see Table 1. New 
South Wales legislated for this practice to commence in early 1875 
but rescinded the statutes in 1880, just at the time that 
Queensland and Tasmania were introducing it for the first time. 
The Victorian case is of particular interest. The Postage Act of 
1883 removed the distinctions between postal and fiscal issues. 
Thus all stamps, after 1883 and until federation, included the 
words 'stamp duty' or 'stamp statute' with the exception of the 
three halfpenny of 1897. 

The Stanley Gibbons British Commonwealth catalogue would have 
us believe that this was because there were more dies and plates 
available inscribed 'stamp duty' or 'stamp statute' than for the 
unmarked postal issues. Lowe (p.237) explains the predominance of 
duty stamps as • • • 'being based on accountancy considerations and 
also due to the removal of stamp printing activities from the Post 
Office to the Government Printing Office in 1885.' In common with 
Queensland the charity issues are the exceptions to this rule. 
What is certain is that after federation stamps specifically marked 
for revenue purposes were not available for postal use. This 
caused problems in those states where full interchangeability was 
the norm before federation. The confusion appeared to have been 
greatest in Tasmania, perhaps because the postal issues were not 
specifically marked for that use. Craig and Ingles (p.5, 1978) 
list various notices in the Tasmanian Government Gazette as late as 
December 1902 that reminded the public of the need to differentiate 
between postal and fiscal uses. 
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'Ihe First Revenues 

The first revenue charges for which an impression, as opposed 
to an adhesive stamp, was used were for Newspaper Duty in Tasmania. 
These were 'stamped' on all copies of all issues of the Colonial 
Times frU'TI 15 October 1827 to 17 October 1929 when the tax was 
discontinued (p.8, Craig and Ingles 1978). An example is shown in 
Figure 1. New South ·Wales contemplated the introduction of a 
similar tax in 1827, a description was published in the Sydney 
Gazette of 4 May 1927. However, the planned tax was withdrawn and 
no other details of the 'stamp' are known (p.3, Osborn, 1983). 

The first adhesive revenue stamps issued in colonial 
Australia were the George and Dragon series of Tasmania. The first 
of these, the two shilling and six pence, appeared on November 1, 
1863, and the others by January 1865. They are described by Craig 
and Ingles as adhesive 'documentary' stamps, in C()f(lffi()n with the 
postage stamps of Tasmania their design gave no indication of their 
purpose. The stamps were watermarked and imperforate. An unusual 
feature was that licenced vendors privately perforated these early 
issues prior to their later release as officially perforated stamps 
by the government printer. 

New South Wales followed with the issue of the one penny, 
lihoqraphed and unwatermarked, duty stamp on 1 July 1865. This 
predates, by a few days, a series of higher value stamps. The 
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QUe~tion is whether or not there was a short-lived imperforate 
ser1es of these stamps, alternatively the imperforate copies could 
be pr()()f s • -

The first Queensland stamp duty issues dates from 1 November 
1866 in perforated but unwatermarked form. A watermarked series on 
a differing paper type was issued in November 1868. 

. There is confusion in the literature as to the date of the 
f1rst revenue stamps for Victoria. This is given as 1868 by Forbin 
(1915) and 1869 by Moens (1893). The Stanley Gibbons, Seven Seas 
and Baref()()t and Hall catalogues all give a general date of 1870. 
However, an account in the Bulletin of the Fiscal Philatelic 
Society (p.35, 1821) quotes from an article by E.D.E. Van Weenan 
from the. Australian Philatelist for August 1921; this gives the 
date of 1ssue for most of the values in the Stamp Statute series as 
26 April 1871. -

Internal revenue stamps were required in Western Australia 
for the payment of stamp duty on receipts, conveyances and the like 
that became operative from 1 November 1881. As an interim measure 
before the arrival from the Crown Agents of specific revenu~ 
stamps, the swan series of postage stamps were overprinted for use. 
Details are given by the Western Australian Study Group (p.251, 
1979). The status and dates of issue of the higher denominations 
are unclear and forgeries abound. 
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South Australia did not issue a separate stamp duty series 
until after federation. It did however, issue beer duty stamps 
before this, the dates are uncertain but would appear to be about 
1890. 

For many collectors the interest in revenues is limited to 
the colonial period. However, the issue of revenue stamps for a 
variety of fiscal uses continues unabated to the present. The 
first Commonwealth revenue stamps were issued in London in August 

1907 to facilitate the prepayment of 
duty on printed circulars and the 
like under the Customs Tariff Act of 
1902. Later the forerunners of 
federal incume tax commenced at 
state level before becoming a 
Commonwealth responsibility in 1944. 
In commc.m with traditional philately 

Australian revenue collections can be extended to encompass the 
Australian territories. These include not only the Northern 
Territory, with the first duty stamps issued in 1917, and the 
Australian Capital Territory, frc.rn 1 July 1969, but Papua and New 
Guinea. The latter originally as two separate entities, 
subsequently as a joint territory. Finally the first revenue stamp 
for Norfolk Island appeared in overprinted form in May 1985. The 
Commonwealth and Territory issues are well described in Craig 
(1986). Later articles will deal in more depth with selected 
issues for the States and Commonwealth. · -
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SPECIALIST SOCIETIES 

KDG GEDRGE VI COLLEC'IORS SOCIETY 

Paul Barsdell 

Most speciaist societies deal with a particular geographical 
area (normally a country or a group of countries), a thematic 
subject or some aspect of postal history. There are some 
exceptions. One is The King George VI Collectors' Society. 

The Society was founded in 1960 and its main aim is 'to bring 
together in one world-wide body collectors who in one way or 
another collect the Commonwealth stamps issued during the reign of 
King George VI'. 

A feature of this period was the issue of many colonial line
engraved (recess printed) pictorial stamps that are, arguably, 
among the world's most attractive stamps. The stamps have many 
admirers, from those who collect the whole reign to those who 
collect them to form a part of single country collections. 

In an information sheet, the Society urges 'ADVANCED 
COLLECTORS to share their knowledge, MEDIUM COLLECTORS to increase 
their knowledge, BEGINNERS to acquire knowledge'. In other words, 
the Society will welcome any collector interested in the stamps of 
the reign, irrespective of philatelic knowledge or status. -

The Society publishes a quarterly newsletter, GEOSIX, and 
study papers on an ad hoc basis. Heavy demand for the study papers 
has resulted in twelve of the thirteen titles published to date 
being out of print. The only paper available deals with the Large 
Keyplates of Bermuda, Leeward Islands and Nyasaland. A futher 
three study papers are in preparation. 

A large quantity of clippings is held by the Society's 
Archivist who will send photocopiers to members at eight pence per 
sheet. The Society also provides members with information and an 
identification service. 

The Membership Secretary and Treasurer of the Society is 
M R Boyle, 18 Bracknell Close, Westw00d Park, Tunstall, Sunderland, 
Tyne and ·Wear, United Kingdom. Membership is 5 pounds ( 8 pounds 
for GEOSIX sent air mail). 

Further information about the King George VI Collectors' 
Society or about specialist philatelic societies generally can be 
obtained from the author. 
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