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EDITORIAL

I was fortunate enough to attend the whole of the recent Sydney Centrepoint 95 show. With the
experience fresh in my mind it seems appropriate to comment on the exhibition and to reflect on
changes in national exhibition over the last decade or so. The venue is a central Sydney landmark
and the Ballroom that housed the show enabled dealers and exhibits to be in the same hall. There
were 159 exhibits, including the One Frame and Literature Classes, a total of over 500 frames of
philatelic material. This then, was one of the largest national exhibitions seen in Australia and
was probably the first where offers of exhibits exceeded the available space. The organisers
negotiated with the exhibitors to reduce the size of their displays and for other exhibitors (often
those with more than one entry) to withdraw. Embarrassment was avoided and, more
significantly, the growing strength of Australian philately at this advanced level was
demonstrated. Twenty-three of the exhibits attained Gold or Large Vermeil awards whch
qualifies them for international competition.

It is my strong impression that the balance of entries between classes has improved over recent
years although revenues, aerophilately and postal stationery attracted fewer than ten entries each.
Youth was especially disappointing with only a single entry. There are however, areas of growth
both in quantity and quality. The social philately and literature classes were especially well
represented. I had the pleasure of judging the social philately class and it was rewarding to see
that the displays are developing a distinctive style. This blends a variety of social themes with
philatelic material and knowledge, to provide displays with commendable originality and which
attract a broad viewing audience. The literature class was especially large with 28 entries, 12 of
them Society journals. Again the content was impressive and the advent of computer aided
publishing is now much more widespread. An innovation in this class was the Australian
Computer Stamp Catalogue, the organisers are to be congratulated in arranging for this to be
viewed in operational mode.

I do not know if it is wishful editorial thinking, but it is my impression that the number of
visitors who view the frames, as opposed to limiting their activity to purchasing material from
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This is an appropriate juncture to mention the Society's own biennial show, Canberra
STAMPSHOW 96 to be held at Dickson College, March 16-18 1996. In small print, this is the Ninth
National Philatelic Convention and the eighth to incorporate competitive displays. An unbroken
sequence that is unique in Australia and a record of which the Society can be justifiably proud. This
year all entries will be judged at State level. In addition to the full range of established classes, the
show provides the option to enter 'One-frame' exhibits or to participate in the first ever class of
Frugal Philately. The combination of State, one-framers and frugal presents a splendid opportunity
for first time exhibitors to have a go. Society members who fall into this category can expect advice
help and encouragement for those who had already trodden this path. Most established exhibitors
enjoy giving such assistance and can remember the trepidation they experienced at this stage. It is a
the usual experience that once you have competed that you are converted. Exhibiting gives a new
insight into collecting and, contrary to popular belief, does not require major financial outlays. For
the experienced collector, why not try your hand at the new classes. The one-frame exhibits offer the
chance to display material that that is either new, and not yet fully developed, or for those gems that
could never make up more than a single frame. Entries have not yet closed, but don't delay.

SYDNEY CENTREPOINT 95

Sydney Centrepoint 95, 19-22 October, was a full national exhibition held in the Centrepoint
Ballroom and comprises 521 frames of competitive displays. Training courses for national judges
and commissioners were held in conjunction with the Show, both included Society members. There
were five Canberra-based entries, the awards obtained are listed below.

E.C.Druce: New South Wales Postal Stationery. Large Gold and Special Prize.
T.Frommer. Airmail Labels and Vignettes of Australia, 1929-60. Large Vermeil and Special Prize.
D.Druce: Stamp Boxes - their Style and Development. Vermeil and Special Prize.
T. Frommer. Exhibit and Catalogue of Australian Airmail Labels and Vignettes. Silver.
I. McMahon: Queen Elizabeth Postal Stationery of Canada. Silver.

The Social Philately display by Deryn Druce is deserving of special mention on two counts. First for
her achievement as a first time exhibitor and secondly, for producing the first-ever Australian
exhibitor that was not displayed in an exhibition frame. Social Philately, since its inception as an
competitive class in Canberra some years ago, permits displays of stamp related items. These can be
exhibited but only if a display case (or similar) is also supplied by the exhibitor. So our
congratulations not only for a fascinating exhibit but for a splendid display case! Also to Tom for a
his exhibit in the litertaure class.

Capital Philately was entered in the Literature class and attained a Large Silver award. A total of 12
Society journals were judged and Capital Philately attained the equal highest number of marks.

Awards for Singapore 95 are on p. 8.

I)ON'T FOR(;ET
CANBERRA. ST!\:.1VlPSH()\V 96 16-18 ~lARCH

GET Y()URENTlUES INN"O'V.
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POST FREE AFTER THE 1983 BUSHFIRES

Hans Karman

The cover illustrated below was machine cancelled at Clayton South (Vie 3169) on 23 Feb 1983.
The cover interested me because of the lack of any postage and the underlined words POST FREE
written in the top right hand comer. The cover is addressed to the State Disaster Appeal Bushfires
1983 in Melbourne.

--_ ..-.-----------..~,..
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Was this a cover that slipped through the postage due net or was it a genuine FREE cover? I wrote
to Australia Post and below are the relevant passages from the documents sent to me by Mr.
Michael McCloskey of Australia Post.

On 17 February 1983 Australia Post issued a News Release from the Chairman of the
Australian Postal Commission which announced that as the State Governments of
Victoria and South Australia had declared disaster situations because of the effects of
bushfires, Australia Post would provide, through its Freepost Service, free postage for
donations of money sent to recognised public appeals for relief of the people affected
The organisations running such appeals were asked to contact Australia Post's State
Manager to make detailed arrangements.

This arrangement was formally ratified in a determination of 17March 1983. It said
thatpostage would be remittedfor a standard article that contains a donation of money
where the article is lodgedfor delivery to a person or body conducting a public appeal
designated by the Commonwealth Government or the government of a State or
Territoryfor the relief of persons affected by recent bushfires in South Australia and
Victoria, and for a standard article that contains a receipt issued by a person or body
conducting a public appeal so designated for delivery to a contributor to such an
appeal.
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All remissions of charges authorised by this determination applied with effect from the
start of 17 February 1983and remained inforce until the circumstances giving rise to
the remission of a charge under this determination no longer exist or until the
Commission's Chief General Manager shall otherwise determine, whichever occurs
first.

The Chief General Manager made determination using the powers of Section 114 of
the Postal Services Act 1975, which allows the Australian Postal Commission to remit
or reduce, in the event that the Commonwealth or a State or Territory has declared a
state of disaster or emergency, a charge that otherwise would be payable under the
Act. The power to invoke this Section was delegated to the Chief General Manager,
Headquarters under Section 36 of the Act.

It would interesting to find any of the return mail mentioned, and also similar articles from South
Australia.

Ed. Discussions with a senior government official who played a major role in the South
Australian Bush Fire Relief Committee confirmed that free mail was not used in that State for
the postage of donations.

-Continued from facing page.

Darryl considers that most philatelists are driven by a compulsive instinct to collect. One of his
newer interests is the collection of jusqu' a airmail markings, see his article on the subject in
Capital Philately for February 1994, Vol. 12, no. 2. The challenge here is different to the search
for completeness of material for a single country. These somewhat obscure markings, found on
commercial airmails from the 1902s, and almost undescribed until the early 1990s, require
research on rates, routes and markings for many and varied postal authorities on a world scale. A
quest for which Darryl's knowledge and zest for the chase are particularly well suited.

Darryl has been a member of the both the Society and the ACT Philatelic Councils for some
years and has held a variety of positions. He is currently the Vice-President of the Society and
has been especially gratified by the success of the focus groups meetings held this year - a task
for which the Vice-President is responsible. These have been exceptionally well-attended and
have involved many new Society members. If traditions is followed, Darryl will become the
Society's President in October 1996. This will provide a further challenge and for the
membership it is gratifying to know that his philatelic credentials are of such a high standard -
the birthday album of many years ago was an inspired present!
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MEMBER PROFILE - DARRYL FULLER
Dingle Smith

Darryl Fuller has impeccable Australian credentials. The Fullers can be traced back to 1810 in
Tasmania, the diaspora spread to South Australia where there is a small settlement named
Fullerville. Darryl is from Perth and his young son is a seventh generation Australian. This
pedigree extends to philately, Darryl is a third generation exhibitor. His grandfather (whose
medals were recently displayed at a Society display evening) exhibited a specialised collection of
5/- Roos at national exhibitions in the 1930s and at internationals in New York and Prague. The
return from the latter narrowly avoiding the suspension of postal services with the Nazi invasion
of Czechoslovakia.

Like many philatelists, Darryl can date with precision the start of his interest in the hobby. It was
his sixth birthday when he received an album as a present together with a packet of Chinese
stamps - he still has the album. In contrast to most many adult collectors, he has pursued his
collecting interest continuously since those early days. Early collecting interests concentrated on
Australia but his enthusiasm is indicated by a specialised study of the halfpenny Roos, first issued
in 1937. Darryl was an avid trader as a schoolboy and was actively perused dealer's lists and
attended auctions. He was assisted by William Smits, the Perth dealer, and recounts buying a
stamp for 40c from a stock book to trade it back, the copy had a catalogued flaw, for several
dollars worth of stamps. In his later teenage years, he joined the Stirling Philatelic Society and,
as frequently happens to the keen and active, became a Society Committee member. The search
for completeness led Darryl to search the Stanley Gibbons catalogue to find a country for which
, one of each' was an achievable aim. His choice was the Leeward Islands which he has actively
pursued since that time, expansion of the collection to include postal stationery came later.
Darryl was an undergraduate and postgraduate student of chemistry at the University of Western
Australia but, like so many highly trained scientists, finding appropriate employment was
difficult. Newly married, Darryl applied for, and was accepted, as an auction describer for Rod
Perry in Melbourne. This move coincided with AUSIPEX 84 and Darryl enjoyed the hard work
and opportunity to train as a professional philatelist. However, the stamp market was in decline
and Darryl joined the Public Service in Canberra in 1985. An office colleague was Ian
McMahon, another chemist, and in due course Darryl attended and joined our Society.

Despite these years of active collecting and extensive philatelic knowledge, it was perhaps
surprising that Darryl had not organised his collection for display. Good intentions to do this
suffered a set-back when he elected to enter a 5-frame display national level exhibit at Melbourne
in 1989. In addition to the task of preparing such a large display as a first timer, Darryl was also
pressed into service as the Secretary to AUSTAMP 90, the Society'S venture into staging a full
national exhibition. The exhibit failed to reach completion in the available time and, whether
formal or not, Darryl accepted a two year suspension for his default! So to 1992 when Darryl
entered a more modest 2-frame exhibit at State level in the Society'S show in 1992. With the
acquisition of additional material this next appeared as a 6-frame exhibit at national level in New
Zealand where it was awarded a Large Vermeil. Qualified for international level competition, the
display of Leeward Islands postal stationery attained Large Vermeil at Helsinki in May of this
year. Thus his first display may have been delayed but was followed by a meteoric rise to
philatelic success. The next challenge is to extend the display to 8-frames, not an easy task given
the number of issues and volume of material for the Leewards.
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LEEWARD ISLANDS POSTAL STATIONERY - PART 2

Darryl Fuller

The background to the Leeward Islands and its postal stationery together with an account of the
Queen Victoria issues were given in Part 1, Capital Philately, v.l3, n.4, 55-59. Part 2 describes the
postal stationery issued during the reign of King Edward VII.

The new King must have heralded not only a significant amount of work for De La Rue but a
significant increase in philatelic income for the islands, since there was a general issue of stationery
for both the Leeward Islands and the individual islands, except the Virgin Islands which had issued
stationery in 1901. Postal stationery was still actively collected during the reign of KEVIl and used
examples of the stationery are not difficult to find, particularly philatelically used examples. I do not
have the exact dates of issue of the stationery but most appears to have been issued in 1902.

Postcards
Three postcards were issued, a Y2dgreen, a 1d red and a 1d+1d red reply paid card. None are
difficult to find used although as would be expected the reply card is the least common. The Y2dcard
is of interest being a quite small postcard (l21x74mm) for local use, and the only postcard issued on
cream rather than buff stock. It is not commonly found used locally but more often uprated by Y2d
and sent overseas. An unusual example of usage of the Y2dpostcard is illustrated in Figure 5. It is an
envelope which has been franked with five cutouts of the Y2dKEVIl postcard value indicium used
on a commercial cover to Canada in 1933. It is the only example I have seen of cutouts used on
cover and appears quite genuine and was accepted by the post office. Careful examination of the
cutouts shows that they have printing on the reverse which indicates that they were probably from
unused printed circulars. This practice of using stationery cutouts on cover to pay postage is known
from many other countries .

...,

Figure 5. A cover with five examples (cut from a printed circular) of the KEVIl Y2dgreen postcard
used to make the standard letter rate of2Y2d. The cover was sent from St Johns, Antigua to the Dr

A W Chase Medicine Co Ltd in Canada and is postmarked on AP 2533.
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Envelopes
Only two envelopes were issued for KEVil, a 1d pink and a 21/2dblue. These had embossed
designs similar to those used on the Queen Victoria envelopes. Most listings of these envelopes
are incorrect and only one size was issued, 120x94mm. Neither is too difficult to obtain although
much usage appears to be philatelic and for some reason good clean used copies are much harder
to find than with the similar QV issues.

Newspaper Wrappers
Two newspaper wrappers were also issued in 1902, a 1/2dgreen and a 1d red. The 1d red is
found on two distinct paper stocks, the normal slightly rough paper as used for the QV issues and
the KEVil l/zd, and a very smooth paper. Neither wrapper is particularly difficult to find used.
Figure 6 illustrates an example of the Id red wrapper used in the small Dominican village of
Colihaut, a very scarce village use of postal stationery.

Figure 6. KEVIl ld red wrapper sent from the
small village of Colihaut in Dominica to Belgium in 1903.

Registered Envelopes
There were two issues of registered envelopes for KEVil, both apparently in 1902. The first
issue comprised a 2d registered envelope with the registration indicium and the flap on the
reverse side of the envelope, the same as the QV issue. This came in two sizes, G and H2. Later
that year there was a second issue of registered envelopes but this time the flap is on the front of
the envelope. This change in flap position was caused by a change in the basic envelope as used
by De La Rue and it is believed that this arose because it would be easier to check the postage
and registration if they were both on the same side. Again it was issued in sizes G and H2. None
of these registered envelopes is particularly common used and this may have arisen, in part,
because each of the islands had their own registered envelopes issued and usage may have been
more split between the two. The H2 with the flap on the front of the registered envelope is also
the first item of Leeward Island stationery that is scarce to rare in unused condition, I have yet to
find a copy. None of the registered envelopes is common used and I would rate both the size G
with flap on reverse and the H2 with flap on the front as scarce. Figure 7 illustrates an inter-
island example of the first H2 from Dominica to Montserrat.

7
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® REGISTERED LETTER.
THIS LETTER MUST BE GIVEN TO AN OFFICER OF THE POST OFFICE

TO BE REGISTERED. AND A RECEIPT OBTAINED FOR IT.

/ ,~ , ,'I:;'
~ • r

Figure 7. KEVIl 2d registered envelope (reverse flap) sent from Dominica to Montserrat on JY 8
11, with a small Dominica registration handstamp and backstamped Montserrat on JY 10 1911

(71% of actual size),

This completes the account of Leeward Island postal stationery for QV and KEVIl. The scarcer, and
in some way more interesting, KGV and KGVI issues be described in a later issue of Capital
Philately.

SINGAPORE 95

This international exhibition was held in the new Singapore International Convention and Exhibition
Centre from 1-10 September, the estimated attendance was 200,000, There were three Canberra
entries:

H.Karman. Frank and Free. Gold with Felicitations and Special Prize,
T.Frommer, Airmails of Papua New Guinea, 1926-40. Large Vermeil.
E. C.Druce. Earth - this your life. Large Silver.

Capital Philately for August 1995 noted Hans Karman's Large Vermeil award at Helsinki 95 but
failed to comment that it was his first display at international level. It is a pleasure to correct this,
and to offer the Society's congratulations on adding to the small (but growing) number of Society
members who have attained Gold Medals in international competition, Hans is certainly the first who
started his competitive career with a Certificate of Merit and, with the same subject, progressed to
an international Gold!
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STRALSUND -A SWEDISH POST OFFICE LOCATED ABROAD

Robert A. M. Gregson

Stralsund is a small city, with a present population of about 70,000,on the northern coast of
Germany, across the Baltic from the South of Sweden. It became a city in 1234, under the control of
Llibeckand has been on a trade route from Scandinavia to Central Europe for centuries.It is an
important centre in the region which is traditionaly in English called Pomerania, but in German it is
properly Mecklenburg- Vorpommern. Philatelists may find this place name on some stamps issued in
1945-46 for the time when the province was under Soviet occupation and administration. Stralsund
is an old Hanseatic city, unusual in that it stands on the coast, and from the period of the Thirty
Years War onwards became Swedish, until the final loss of territories in the Napoleonic Wars at the
end of the 18th century. By 1800 it was the third largest Swedish city, coming only after Stockholm
and Gdteborg. It thus had a Swedish military post office from 1631, and was later in the general post
network which included the Swedish offices in Hamburg and Greifswald. Stralsund was a
commercial centre, but Greifswald as a university town also had a strong influence on Swedish
culture in the 18th Century, as over 1000 students from Sweden studied there between 1720 and
1815. The development of Swedish science and the humanities in that period was shaped by persons
trained initially in Greifswald. Later English technology and agriculture came to the fore in the 19th
century developments of the Swedish economy, and these changes show in the surviving postal
history material. ' .': ..

o 50 km
oBerlin

The map shows the smallest area of Swedish occupation during the war of 1757-1762, in which the
frontier varied and at one stage Swedish troops got as far as Fehrbellin. Mail may therefore be found
routed through more than one of the three offices of Hamburg, Stralsund and Greifswald; the latter
provides the rarest postmark in the same style as those for the other two offices at that period. The
lands that Sweden had held in Germany reverted to Prussia and therefore had Prussian postal
services from 1815, but the Swedish post offices also remained open and functional until the 1850s,
with Hamburg surviving a decade longer. Prussia of course became part of the German Empire, and
between 1948 and 1990 Stralsund was in the German Democratic Republic. Thus, like many other
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places in Europe, Stralsund has had postal administrations from various states over the last 200
years. In this case first Sweden, then for a moment Napoleon's armies and then brief Danish
administration in 1814-16, then Prussia merging into the Germany Reich, then Soviet armies, then
the DDR, and finally today again Federal Germany.

The postal routes which Sweden established, and administered as far as its offices (or agency in
Lubeck) abroad, ran from the ports on the coast of Southern Sweden to German cities in sailing
distance, or via Denmark. The Ystad-Stralsund route is most usually found on postal history in the
19th century, in the 20th century the TPO ship cancellations of the Trelleborg-Sassnitz route are not
rare, and Sassnitz on the island of Rugen is today the port for Stralsund. Postage was not usually
paid through to the final destination for some international mail until the mid 19th century, so letters
from Sweden to Germany or beyond may thus be found endorsed by hand, or handstamped, as paid
up to some designated frontier location. Early mail might be consigned to ships' captains who were
engaged in the Baltic trade and sailing to and from England or the Low Countries.

There are no postal markings from Stralsund before 1824, so one has to rely on annotations of
letters and documents to identify which route they might have taken, and any relevant dates. Figure
1 shows a postal receipt issued in 1786 in the KPC for a packet sent to Stettin. The text is in
German except for the word Contoir, at that time a French word for' office' was used, which later in
Hamburg reverted to the German 'Amt'. Possibly this shift was motivated by the cultural aftermath
of the wars. The text merely says 'Royal Post Office', i.e. KPC, there being no need then to specify
Sweden's monarch because there was only one monarch to which reference could sensibly be made
within Swedish territory.

'.. : •. f.

Figure 1 A receipt of 1786 issued for an object consigned to Stettin.

Figure 2 is the front of a letter sheet, concerned with business credits, sent by a company in London
to Stralsund in 1792. It is significant that Swedish Pom( erania) is used in the sufficient address.

10
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Figure 2 Front of a folded letter sheet from England to Stralsund in 1792, addressed to Swedish
Pom(erania). Commercial correspondence in German, with the ship's captain acting as agent.

Figures 3 through 7 show the various postal markings ( all enlarged by x 1.2 linear), which are most
readily seen on mail via Stralsund to and from Sweden. The letters KSNPC are the German initials
of Royal Swedish and Norwegian Post Office, indicating that at that time (between 1815 and 1855)
Sweden and Norway were in postal union. The Hamburg office reverted to KSPA from about 1855
to its closure in 1869, but the Stralsund office had closed before the Norwegian service became
autonomous.

K.S.N.P.C.,ic.Yt4ak~
d. 10. OCT.

K.S.N.P.C.
i.StraIIUJid.
d 10. AUG.

Figures 3 & 4 The two types of the boxed cancellations of the Royal Swedish and Norwegian Post
Office in Stralsund, from 1824 to 1850. (x l.2 linear). These are usually applied to the backs of

letters.

Figures 5 and 6 The 'franco' marks, indicating postage paid as far as Ystad (on the Swedish coast;
the northern end of the route across the Baltic to Germany) and as far as the Swedish office

in Stralsund (x 1.2 linear). The are usually on the front with the address.

The markings appear on the letter of 1843 shown front and back in Figures 8 and 9, which is part of
the well-known Huth correspondence. It bears the very worn state of the Hamburg KSNPC box
cancellation which was replaced by a legible canceller soon after. The transit time is 11 days from
London to Stockholm, which is probably not very different from surface mail today, though now
airmail is almost universal.

11
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K.S.&N. P. C.
I-IAftlEURO
14 O<;T. 28

Figure 7 One of the various cancellations of the Swedish office in Hamburg,
which may be found in association with Stralsund cancellations for mail routed via both offices.

.\

Figures 8 & 9 Front and back of a letter from Stockholm, posted on 3-10-1843, to London, via
Stralsund and Hamburg. Paid to Stralsund, received at the KSNPC office there on 7 Oct, transit
in Hamburg on 9 Oct with the short-lived worn state of the KSNPC Hamburg canceller, and

received in London on 14 Oct 1843.

The Prussian postal system was functioning in parallel with the Swedish office, before it fully
took over in Stralsund; Figure 10 shows the typical single line cancellation found about the late
1820s. Circular cancellations spread through Germany in the 1830s. The letter is addressed to an
official in Stettin, and marked' free' in manuscript.

12
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\

Figure 10 Prussian cancellation of Stralsund in the late 1820s, on official mail to Stettin.
The year does not appear in the postmarks of that period.

Figure 11 Letter from Stockholm, posted on 24-10-1845, to Rudolfstadt in Bavaria,
via Ystad, Stralsund, and presumably then Berlin and Leipzig. Backstamped Rudolfstadt 31 Oct

1845.

Figure 11 is personal mail from Stockholm, addressed to Baroness Louise von Builwitz nee von
Witzleben; the courtesies of that time required that one noted that the lady was of titled status before
and after marriage. Posted in Stockholm on 24th October 1845, it was endorsed by the sender as
paid as far as Ystad, on the Swedish coast, but then marked by the post office as paid to Stralsund
with the script-style cancellation. This mark was in use from about 1826 to 1850. It shows that the
postage paid by the sender was accepted as paid across the Baltic to the Swedish office in Stralsund;
then the letter was handed over to the Prussians who put their double circular STRALSUND mark

13
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on it on 28th October. Presumably thereafter it went via Berlin and Leipzig to its destination,
Rudolfstadt, which is in Thuringia and was administered by the Saxony posts. It is backstamped
Rudolfstadt on the 31st October 1845. The various endorsements on the front, '3', '4', '7', '18', are
postal rates charged in segments of the route taken. They are not necessarily all in the same
currency. Considering that this was before the establishment of railways in the region, the transit
times by stage coach are impressive.

The last two Figures, 12 and 13, are relatively modern. The German postcard of 1883 appears to
have been in the possession of some one on board ship between Sweden and Stralsund. The marking
'Aus Schweden per Stralsund' is German, applied on landing in the same manner as a paquebot
cancellation. Earlier forms of' Aus Schweden' markings can be found on Swedish stamps, as TPO
cancellations by the Prussian State Railway, 'K.B. aus Schweden'.

~----------------------------------------------------

The picture post card of Figure 13 can be identified as from Stralsund partly by the picture side, but
also by the little poem in dialect (Plattdeutsch) which being dialect is rather untranslatable precisely.
Interestingly the dialects in Pomerania show some Scandinavian linguistic elements. It was issued in
the early part of the hyper-inflation of 1923, when the rate for an inland postcard had only got as far
as 100 marks (from a baseline rate of 5 pfennigs in 1918), and reflects the mood of the time. The
sense of the verse is: In the difficult times we are now in, when there is not much luck, we will come
through and carry on living in our homeland speaking Plattdeutsch.

14

Figure 12 Ship's mail of 1883. Postcard cancelled on arrival from Sweden; German office
cancellation.



Capital Philately

Nedderdutsch Woch
Strelsund 1923 Postkort

Is noeh so dreckiq unse Tied
Un schient dat Gluck ok noeh 50 wiet:
Wi twingcn't doeh, wenn't lang ok wohrt,
Wi tage nedderdutsche Ort!

Figure 13 Commemorative postcard of 1923, in the early period of hyper-inflation,
to celebrate a week's festival in Stralsund of the local German dialect.

Only one stamp magazine provides
the complete coverage "down under"

Stamp N:~R~~
Australasia's
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and Pacific news of any Stamp Magazine
in the World

Sample copy, subscriptions and
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All major credit cards accepted.

Stamp News Australasia
PO Box 1410,
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BOOK REVIEW

COLLECTING AND DISPLA YING REVENUE STAMPS, BY CLIVE AKERMAN.

Revenue stamps predate their postal equivalents, are designed to meet a bewildering number of uses
and come in all shapes and sizes. They were an accepted branch of philately until about 1915 only to
rapidly wane in interest. The Dark Age period was to last for some sixty years but from the 1970s
revenue collecting has enjoyed an international renaissance with the final accolade of respectability
the recognition of revenues, in 1992, as a class in FIP competitions. It is worthy of note that national
exhibitions in Australia included revenue and cinderella classes from the early 1980s.

The fascination and challenge for many collectors is that the Dark Age resulted in a period with very
little literature or even information of new revenue issues. Clive Akerman, who also edits The
Revenue Journal oj Great Britain, has produced a most readable introduction to the collecting and
displaying of revenue stamps. The publication is exactly what is required for established philatelists
who are considering expanding their field of interest to include revenues. There is a wide range of
illustrations selected to show the development of revenue stamps and the seemingly endless variety
of taxes for which revenue stamps have been employed.

The chapters devoted to the differing styles of revenue displaying are especially appealing. These
include the traditional approach based on a particular country or municipality but the author also
discusses 'subject or thematic' displays . These could take a variety of forms from those with a
thematic approach, for example animals on revenue stamps, to the collections of material associated
with a particular revenue subject, such as tobacco, medicine and prescriptions, beer, hunting etc. The
illustrations for these sections are especially well chosen. -

The author makes it clear that there are differences between societies and competitive displays. For
the former it is recommended that emphasis is given to showing a variety of material and perhaps
explaining the links between the production and use of stamps for revenue and postal purposes. For
competitive displays attention there is a need to follow the FIP regulations and judging guidelines
(these are given in an Appendix). He stresses two areas where revenue exhibits differ from other
philatelic classes. The first relates to the need to change from the 'minimalist' written accounts that
are the now the accepted norm for the other FIP classes. Revenue exhibits need to provide more
background information if only to assist the judges who are faced with a wide range of possible
exhibits for most of which literature is sparse. The other important factor is to show revenue stamps
on documents. This not only adds general interest but demonstrates how the stamps were used and
how the revenue rates were assessed. The monograph concludes with a summary of sources of
information. This section would have been improved if the information had been presented in a more
traditional bibliographic form. Unfortunately, there are no references to Australian literature on
revenues.

The monograph, with 72 pages, is a most useful and affordable guide to the collection and displaying
of revenue stamps. The monograph is available from: The Revenue Society of Gt. Britain, 53a High
St, Whitwell, Hitchin, Herts SG4 8Al, UK. The price is five pounds sterling, six pounds airmail.

Dingle Smith.
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