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EDITORIAL

This issue of Capital Philately will be available be members shortly before Canberra Stampshow 96,
to held at Dickson College, March 16-18. This is sub-titled the Ninth National Philatelic Convention
and indicates a continuos series of biennial stamp shows organised by the Society, the first was in
October 1980. The Second Convention was in March 1982, the change of month was in order to co-
incide with Canberra Festival Week - a tradition which still continues. The 1982 show was the first
to incorporate competitive displays and for many of the Society's current international exhibitors was
the first time that they gathered their courage together to mount an exhibit. Later Canberra shows
have followed this pattern and have offered a friendly opportunity for first time exhibitors. Looking
back on the sequence of Canberra shows one is struck by the way our hobby has developed over the
past fifteen years or so.

In the early 1980s there were neither formal judging guidelines nor an Australian-wide organisation
for national or state exhibitions. The Australian Stamp Promotion Council (the forerunner of the
Australian Philatelic Federation) and its corresponding State body, the ACT Stamp Promotion
Council (now the ACT Philatelic Council) were in their infancy. Judging at the 1982 exhibition had
no specific rules for individual classes and judges were drawn from well-known, respected
philatelists. Award classes and medals were limited to gold (very few of thosel), silver and bronze.
The Society took the brave step of having its own medals professionally designed, these are still in
used and remain attractive items. From memory, the cost of design and production of the dies was
$2,000, a large sum in the early 1980s. It can be said, with some allowance for local pride leading to
exaggeration, that the early Canberra shows acted as model for State shows elsewhere. There are
now panels of trained judges, details of assessment for each of the exhibiting classes, literature on
how to exhibit and a progressive pathway from State to International exhibition.

The reluctance of members to exhibit in 1982 was forgotten as novices quickly changed status by
ascending the State, National, Intemationalladder. ANPEX 1982, held in Brisbane, heralded the
first of a sequence of annual Australian national exhibitions that continue unabated. Our Society
continued to play an innovative role in the evolution of national exhibiting. The first of these was at
the 1984 show, elevated to the status of full national, when the Society introduced (for the first time
in Australia) the judge's critique. This was in two parts. First, a gathering of judges and competitors
where the former reviewed the exhibits and the latter asked questions. Second, and perhaps more
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perhaps more important, the opportunity for judges and exhibitors to meet in front of the exhibit and
to inter-actively discuss individual aspects of their display, both good and bad. Judge's critiques
based of this kind are now a part of all National and State shows.

The Society has also been to the fore in introducing new exhibiting classes. Cinderellas and revenues
have been a feature for many years but, although the Society can claim continued encouragement, it
was not responsible for their introduction. The launch of Social Philately however, was solely a
Canberra innovation. This was first introduced as a separate class in 1992, by 1996 it has become a
well supported and popular feature of all State and National shows. The concept of what constitutes
Social Philately is still developing and I would wager that in the next decade it will make its
appearance, at least as an experiment class, in International Exhibitions.

Canberra Stampshow 96 introduces yet another experimental class. This is for Frugal Philately,
which makes it debut at full national level. The aim is to belie the much too widely held view that
successful exhibiting requires a large outlay of cash. Exhibits in the Frugal Class are effectively
limited to a maximum value of $150.00 a frame (fifteen sheets). Emphasis is on ingenuity and
research. There are seven entries, several from philatelists who already have established reputations
in the more traditional classes. A unqiue feature of the judging of Frugal Philately is that all entries
will be subject to adjudication of value in addition to the normal judging. Three experienced
professional philatelists (members of ASDA, the trade organisation) will undertake this task. This
provides a link between collector and dealer, one that is not always sufficiently stressed as critical to
the success of our hobby.

At the other extreme, Stampshow 96 has a Champion of Champions Class. This is restricted to
displays that have achieved Grand Prix (best of the show) awards at earlier National or International
exhibitions. These are the 'best of the best' of Australian displays. Champion of Champion Classes
have for many years been a feature of north American exhibitions but are unusual in Australia.
Indeed, a Champion of Champion class has only been held once before in Australia, at Melbourne in
1989.

Other aspects of the Show have also changed. The buying frenzy for special philatelic items
associated with shows has declined to the extent that these are no longer produced. In the early
1980s sales of special items, especially overprinted PSEs (pre-stamped envelopes), were major items
of revenue. The days of Goat Mail and Air Balloon mail drops are things of the past! We are pleased
to say however, that Australia Post continues to design and use special commemorative postmarks
for the show.

So things do change and our Society has played a signficant role in making that happen. Make sure
you come and see the exhibits in March, a comparison of Frugal Philately and the Champion of
Champions classes offers a unique opportunity to view the fullest possible range of exhibiting skill
and material.

SYDNEY CENTREPOINT 95 - AWARDS CORRECTION

The list of awards for the national classes at Sydney Centrepoint 95 given in Capital Philately, v.14,
n.1, incorrectly listed Tom Frommer's display, Airmail labels and Vignettes of Australia, 1929-60,
as having achieved a Large Vermeil award. This was incorrect and it should have been a Gold,
congratulations and sincere editorial apologies.
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WINE AND SPIRIT LEVY STAMPS OF NEW SOUTH WALES

A1fDavis & Dingle Smith

Stamps issued for non-postal purposes can be classified into those that indicate receipt for
government duties and charges and others used for a bewildering range of purposes. The former are
termed 'revenues' and the latter 'cinderellas'. A fascinating sub-set of Australian cinderellas are the
stamps provided by various wine and spirit trade associations. These were used to indicate payment
of levys for these trade groups most of which were organised on a State basis. This account is
concerned with the levy stamps for wine and spirit (perhaps including brewers) associations in New
South Wales.

One of the first published descriptions is in Osborn (1983). This is limited to a single illustration (see
Type 3 below) and does little more than that flag the existence of such cinderellas. The account
states, ' ...the Australian Wine and Brandy Association of NSW, successor to the Wine Producers'
Association, has been unable to locate records of the use of these stamps' .

The story moved ahead with the publication, in Cinderellas Australasia (1994), of an article by
Andrew Hall and A1f Davis. This reproduced letters from Ross Burns, Executive Director of the
Liquor Merchants Association of NSW, that provided background information for the levy stamps,
especially those produced by the Liquor Trades Defence Union (LIDU). The article also reproduced
an invoice (unfortunately undated) which established that the numeric values on the stamps
corresponded to the monetary values of the liquor supplied. This was at the rate of 1d in the&1. Thus
an invoice forl.32 required levy stamps the values of which total 32. This confirms Clause 94 of the
Constitution of the Wine and Spirit Merchants Association of NSW which, in late 1949, stated:

Each and every member shall purchase from the Association and affix stamps or tokens on all
invoices to persons, firms, companies, clubs or institutions holding a license in New South
Wales for the sale of wines, spirits, cider, beer and stout. The value of the stamps or tokens
to be so affixed shall be determined by the Committee from time to time. Unless otherwise
determined, the value shall be 1d in the 1 or part thereof of the price of the goods sold,
excluding Sales Tax. Provided always that all invoices for sales 'Under Bond' as ships'
stores or for export shall be exempt.

It is certain that the numeric values on the stamps relate to price of the goods supplied but there are
some complications with the simple picture of a consistent 1d in the.€1. An invoice dated 9 October
1922 suggests that, at that time, the levy was only on spirits and not on beer. Another invoice, dated
29 March 1943, has stamps to the value of 120 but does not easily match the detailed values on the
invoice, this could be due to the bond or ships' stores exemptions.

A classification of the levy stamps
The article by Hall and Davis provides invaluable information on the use of the levy stamps but does
not attempt to classify them. The aim of this account is to provide a provisional classification and
listing to which other cinderella collectors are invited to add and correct. The listing is incomplete, a
major deficiency relates to the period for which the various types were used. The difficulty is that
relatively few of the stamps or pieces are cancelled with a date stamp. It also appears that several
types were in use simultaneously. This could be explained by the existence of several distinct trade
associations at anyone time, each using their own stamps but linked into an overall trade policy for
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levys. A study of the records and dates of existence of the trade associations mentioned below, could
help to resolve this problem. This has not been undertaken by the authors.

A tantalising feature of the known dates for the various types is that they appear to be grouped into
two distinct periods. One group of dates are known from the early 1920s and the other in the early
1940s, no dated copies have been seen for the intervening years. In detail (regardless of type of levy
stamp), the early group is from August 1921 to October 1922 and the later from August 1941 to
August 1943. This bimodal distribution of dates could be due to the fortuitous preservation, and
later release and sale, of two separate 'hordes', but more liklely there are gaps in the use of the levy.
A further group of dates has been seen for the period 1955-1959.

The classification is into seven types which appear to be related to four separate series. No examples
have been seen of Series 1 stamps used in conjunction with any other form of levy stamp. Types 2
and 3 were used in conjunction with Types 4 and 5, but Types 6 and 7 appear to have been used in
isolation. However, the dates of known use for Types 6 and 7 overlap those for Types 2, 3, 4, and 5.
This could be explained by assuming that the various liquor trade associations joined forces in the
1920s to campaign against possible prohibition in New South Wales (and the ACT!) and that they
used the same LTDU stamps. This assumption is supported by the letter (23 May 1990) by Ross
Burns, reproduced in Cinderellas Australasia (1994). The referendum was held on 1 September
1928 and prohibition was soundly defeated. This explanation is supported by the fact that all dated
copies of the Types 2 and 3, the LTDU stamps, are prior to the referendum date.

The dates of use of Series 1present a special problem, so far no dated copies have been seen! The
only information is that one piece with such stamps mentions that the product (unknown) was
awarded 'Champion Gold Medals in 1915, 1916, 1917 and 1918', this piece is illustrated on p.14 of
the Cinderellas Australia article.

SERIES 1
TYPE 1. New South Wales Wine Association (Figure 1)

The same design is used for all values, the stamps are all printed in blue with relatively little variation
in shade. The values seen are 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10. The stamps are perforated 11 x 11 and, in
comparison with later types, the perforations are usually clean cut. No information is known of the
sheet format but all of the examples seen are perforated on all four margins.

No dated copies have been seen and Series 1 stamps have not been seen used in conjunction with
any other series.

,Q .•.;r .•..•..• ,

,,)- -. -' - . . - •... '-~. ,

Figure 1 Levy stamps for New South Wales Wine Association
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SERJES 2 Liquor Trades Defence Union (LTDU) of New South Wales

Series 2 consist of four low values and a larger number of high values, these are classified as Type 2
and 3 respectively.

TYPE 2 Low values (Figure 2)
The four low values are printed in differing colours:

1 Red
2 Dark blue
3 Violet
4 Green

• - .- p " • ~ ,'~ , •../ .'-

. - ,- '-. - ... -

L.T.D.U.
)

2
N.S.W:

L.T.D:~
(\

, :S.W.

"\
I

L.T.D.U.

N.5.W•

Figure 2 Low values.- Liquor Trades Defence Union of NSW

Most examples are perforated 11 x 11, the quality of the perforations varies from relatively clean cut
to rough cut, stamps from sheet margins are not perforated. However, an example of the 4 green
value is known rouletted. The dates seen range from 9 November 1921 to July 25 1922, as the
LTDU was anti-prohibition this represents use well before the 1928 referendum, it is expected that
the dates for Series 2 would extend to at least September 1928.

TYPE 3 High values (Figure 3)
Five values have been seen, the colours are described below.

Thick Thin
x
x
x

5 Rose x
10 Dark Blue x
15 Grey x
20 Green x
25 Red x
50 Slate purple
100 Yellow-brown x

x

Figure 3 A selection of high values (thick and thin letters) - Liquor Trades Defence Union of NSW

The style of the design is similar to that for Types 5 and 7 although at least some of the numeric
values are known with both thick and thin lettering, these are indicated in the table above, all thin
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lettered examples appear to be rouletted. The perforations are 11 x 11 and the margins are
imperforate, ie the same as Type 2. The dates correspond to those for Type 2.

SERIES 3 Wine and Spirits Association of New South Wales
This follows the pattern of Series 2, with four low values denominations (designated Type 4) and an
extensive range of higher denominations (Type 5). Both types are used in conjunction with stamps
of Series 2.

TYPE 4 Low values (Figure 4)
The four low values are for the same denominations as for Type 2, are in the same colours and have
a similar design. There are perforated 11.5 x 11.5, with unperforated sheet margins. The copies seen
have clean cut perforations.

W.&S.A.

~ "~'/:'
N.S.W.

Figure 4 Low values - Wine and Spirits Association of NSW.

TYPE 5 High Values (Figure 5)

A total of twelve values have been seen, these are listed below. The range is from 2 to 200 and it
would appear that the Type 4 low value denominations were replaced by those of the design initially
used only for the higher values. It is likely that other values exist in Type 5 format, this especially
applies to denomination 1.

Type 5 differs for Type 3 in two respects. First, several of the values are bi-coloured, with the
numeric value printed in a different colour to the main design. Second, for some values the
denominations can be in two very different printing styles - these have been designated serif and sans
serif. This information is also given in the listing below. It should be noted that for any given
denominations there can be considerable variation in the shades of the listed colour. All examples
seen are perforated 11.5 x 11.5, the sheet margins are imperforate and the quality of perforation
varies from clean cut to rough.

Numeric Colour
Red1 Light blue

2 Violet
3 Brown
4 Bright orange
5 Orange-shades
5 Deep green
10 Blue to turquoise
15 Grey
20 Green-shades
25 Red-shades
50 Violet-shades
80 Drab olive

Turquoise
Violet
Dark blue
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black
Black

Printing style for Value
Serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif
Serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif and sans serif
Serif
Serif
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200 Light purple Black
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Serif
Serif

The dates of use match those for Type 4. Several examples are dated from August 1921 to 29 May
1923, but with others from May 1955 to 14 August 1959.

Figure 5 A selection of high values - Wine and Spirits Association of NSW.
Note values can be serif or non-serif

SERIES 4 Wine & Spirits, B. (?Brewers) Association
The information supplied by Ross Burns (see p.12, Cinderellas Australasia, 1994) suggests that
'around that time [the early 194Os] the Industry had created an Association which was comprised of
the Wine Association, Spirit Association and Brewers Organisation. My guess is that those stamps
marked W & S at the top and B.Assoc at the bottom stood for Wine and Spirits and Brewers
Associations and were used to raise funds for the Association'. This surmise appears sound except
for the existence of a complete invoice bearing stamps of Series 4 (Types 6 and 7) that is clearly
dated 9 October 1922. It could be that the 'B' is an abbreviation for Brandy or Bottlers!

Series 4 reverts to the pattern of four low value in one design with the high values in another. The
former is designated Type 6 and the latter Type 7.

TYPE 6 Low Values (Figure 6)
The four values (1, 2, 3, & 4) are in the same colours and format as described for Types 2 and 4.
The perforation is 11.5 x 11.5 with straight margins. The dates of use are similar to those for Type
7, see below.

t B. Assoc .

1
• W.&S .

, 1942
B. Assoc.•......

Figure 6 Low values - Wine & Spirits, B. Association

TYPE 7 High Values (Figure 7)
Nine values, from 10 to 100, have been seen, these are listed below. The numeric value is in black,
and the colours correspond to those for corresponding values noted for Type 5. In contrast to Type
5, the style of printing of the values is consistent throughout.

5 Orange
6 Red (value in green)
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10 Dark blue
20 Apple green
30 Plum
25 Red-shades
40 Light. brown
50 Light violet
100 Yellow

Figure 7 A selection of high values - Wine, Spirits and Brewers Association

A single piece is dated 9 October 1922, with a number of other dates observed from early 1941 to
September 1943.

This account presents an initial classification for the wine and spirit levy stamps for New South
wales. It is clear however, that other States used similar stamps although insufficient copies are
available to the authors to present any form of detailed classification for these. Figure 8 illustrates
examples from Queensland, South Australia and Western Australia together with a similar example
produced by the ?Australian Wine Producers Association and known used in New South Wales.
These appear to be the same design as Series 1 (Figure 1) but with AWP replacing NSW. These are
in green and the following values have been seen: 1, 2, 3, 4, 5. 10, 20, 25 and 50, the dates are for
1956.

The issues for South Australia and Western Australia are denominated in sterling units. Other
members are invited to extend the detail for New South Wales and for the other States.

- --- -
I LT.D.
I
I lY2d.I
~
I
I W.A..

+ -------
I
I

Figure 8 Examples of levy stamps from other States

The authors wish to thank Wilson llbery for the loan of additional material and Maris Lee for
additions to a provisional listing which extended the time range and values of the types illustrated.
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MEMBER PROFILE - IAN McMAHON

Dingle Smith

Relatively few Canberrans are born in the ACT, this is also true of many members of the Society. Ian
McMahon is one of a number that hale from Brisbane. His first spell in the national capital, in the
late 1970s, was as postgraduate student of chemistry at the Australian National University and he
quickly joined the Society. In practice it was not as simple as that. His original application, and
possibly his initial subscription, were lost in the system and his formal membership delayed! After a
couple of years Ian left Canberra to take up a two-year post at the University of Guelph in Ontario,
Canada. Again he was quick to join the local stamp club, as he did on his return to Brisbane for a
year in 1985. Then back to Canberra where he re-joined our Society. This travelling enabled Ian to
compare the style and approach of a number of philatelic societies. It is pleasing to report that the
Philatelic Society of Canberra gains, on most criteria, the top ranking. The range and depth of
philatelic knowledge and expertise (and the library) in Canberra eclipse those of the other clubs he
has visited or joined. This is especially so for a collector whose main interests are postal stationery
and Cinderellas. Ian was surprised a year or so ago on his annual Christmas return to Brisbane, that
included a club visit or two, to be confronted by a full blown Christmas party. This was strong on
refreshments (one has to admit that this is not strength of our own Society) and games but
completely lacking in philatelic content!

Ian's early collecting started with the acquisition of an ETA (the peanut paste manufacturer's) stamp
album for which he had to send in a (mint) stamp. He remembers with clarity that this was a 6d
Yellow-tailed Thornbill. Such recall probably reflects Ian's other major pastime which is ornithology.
Initial stamp interest was worldwide with material obtained from dealer's packets and swapping in
the school yard, a nostalgic pattern shared by many members. His interest in stamp collecting was
encouraged by his father who was also a collector and occasionally brought home Queensland
railway stamps on piece, a theme that still continues. Collecting continued while Ian was a student at
the University of Queensland in the mid-1970s and postal stationery emerged as central theme,
starting with Australian commemorative aerograms. As a junior collector, Ian was a keen visitor to
stamp shows and dealers, several of whom helped to foster his interest although most did not know
what postal stationery was! About this time Ian joined the United Postal Stationery Society, based in
the USA. Since 1985 Ian has been an associate editor of the their journal reporting on new issues
from Australia and New Zealand and he is also a member of the Postal Stationery Group of the
British North America Society with its home in Canada. Maybe as consequence of his period as a
research scientist he has acquired the commendable habit of both reading and consulting original
sources on a variety of philatelic topics. The National Library and Archives, located in Canberra,
form a rich source of such material and are frequented by a number of our members. Ian has been a
most welcome and prolific contributor to Capital Philately with well researched and crisply written
accounts that range from early Tongan postal stationery (recently reprinted in the Tin Canner in the
USA), extracts from Queensland parliamentary debates, background to new Australian postal
stationery items and a multitude of book reviews. Most members will be aware that in early 1995 Ian
was one of those responsible for the formation of the new Postal Stationery Society of Australia, and
the inaugural editor of The Postal Stationery Collector.

As a postal stationery buff, Ian has strong views on the current status of this branch of philately. He
correctly points out that on a visit to an Australia Post agency one is surrounded by a bewildering
range of postal stationery items. There are stamped envelopes of many designs, in a variety of sizes
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and intended for a multitude of uses. This plethora of postal stationery items is also a feature of
many other countries and Ian opines that the future of the adhesive postage stamp, detached from a
large sheet, is in serious decline as the variety of stationery increases. Ian also points out that
Rowland Hill himself, saw more merit and interest in postal stationery than in adhesives.

Ian's collecting interest have remained broad in scope, in addition to postal stationery he maintains
collections of everything Queensland (including his early railway collection). Following
encouragement (pressure?) from Council members, Ian presented a display to the Society which led
to the competitive exhibiting route of State, National and, in 1995, International. Ian has also
successfully served as Vice-President and President of the Society (probably one of the youngest to
hold of this office), is currently the Society's Librarian and organiser of Canberra Stampshow 96 and
has served for several years on the ACT Philatelic Council. His contribution to the Society over the
last decade has been extensive and invaluable. The 6d Thornbill for the ETA album was money well
spent.

Only one stamp magazine provides
the complete coverage "down under"

Stamp ~~~~
Australasia's

leading magazine
The leader for news
The leader for comment
The leader for circulation
.The greatest coverage of Australian
and Pacific news of any Stamp Magazine
in the World

Sample copy, subscriptions and
advertising rates on request.

All major credit cards accepted.

Stamp News Australasia
PO Box 1410,

Dubbo, NSW, 2830, Australia
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LABUAN - STAMPS AND POSTAL HISTORY

Patrick Longfield

Patrick Longfield presented a display of Labuan stamps and postal history to the Society on
September 7,1995. The account below gives an outline of Labuan philately, the illustrations are a

small sample of those shown.

Labuan is a small island lying some 6 miles off the north-west coast of the Malaysian state of Sabah.
Although now independent, its recorded history is closely tied to British involvement in the Far East.
Labuan was an early coaling station used by the British Navy to fuel its ships that were used to fight
the pirates in the South China Sea.

The first stamps were issued in May 1879 and featured the head of Queen Victoria, see Figure 1.
Pre-stamp covers require a queen's ransom just to look at them! Various issues of this design were
produced over the ensuing years until the lithographed issue of 1894.

Figure 1 The 16 cent blue issued in May 1879, watermarked CA over Crown

The first pictorials were issued in 1894, carrying a design the same as that of British North Borneo,
but overprinted "Labuan'. This practice was to continue until the 'Crown' issue of 1902. In fact
Labuan has only had its own designs for the few years that the Queen's heads were on issue (1879 to
1894), and the Crown issue (1902 to 1903) - all others, with various overprints, being issued under
other postal authorities.

On January 1st. 1890 administration of the island, while remaining a Crown Colony, was transferred
to British North Borneo. Later, on 30th. October 1906 the island was incorporated into the Straits
Settlements and the Labuan 1902 issue overprinted 'Straits Settlements'. Straits Settlements stamps
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were then used with Labuan postmarks from 1907 until the Japanese invasion on December 31st.
1941. The occupation lasted until June 1945. and the use of 'Straits Settlements' stamps continued
in Labuan throughout these years, although commercial covers from this period are extremely
uncommon. On 9th. December 1942 Labuan was renamed 'Maeda' in honour of the first military
governor, Lt-Gen. Maeda Toshinari. Covers are extant dated 1945 addressed to 'Maeda' or
'Maidato'.

Labuan was liberated in 1945 by the Australian 9th Division, and Australian stamps were used
during this period. When the British Military Administration took over they overprinted the 1939
North Borneo issue with 'BMA'. This military administration period ended on July 15th. 1946,
control being returned to the Colony of North Borneo - the 1939 issue now bearing a royal cypher.
Following independence from Britain in 1964, Labuan became part of the East Malaysian State of
Sabah.

Items of special interest.
Like many countries, Labuan issued stamps and overprints to commemorate certain events in its
history. Its stamps reflect the many changes that have occurred to the administration of the island
over the past 100 or more years. The use of the Queen's head, on a registered cover of 1891, is
illustrated in Figure 2.

Figure 2. A registered cover of 1891, to the USA via London.
The postage rate was 6 cents per ounce and 6c registration, the cover is over-stamped by 2 cents.
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In 1894 when the first pictorials of North Borneo were issued, the same set was issued in Labuan
but with 'LABUAN' engraved over the 'NORTH BORNEO' on the stamp. Figure 3 shows the use
of the 1895 10 cents overprint on cover. In 1896 the current defmitives were overprinted to
commemorate the Jubilee of the cession of the island to the British by the early rulers. This issue
contains some of the rarer varieties of Labuan with major varieties such as double and triple
overprints, including specimen overprints with the printing error "JEBILEE".

Among the more interesting and perhaps unique items of the early periods is the 10e blue of 1881
carrying the signature, in red, of A.S.Hamilton, the Harbour Master come Postmaster at the time.
While the signature is authentic, its need is seriously questioned.
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Figure 3 Provisional issue of 1885used to London, April 26 1897

Another item of particular interest are the 'Ultramar' specimen overprints on the 'Crown' issue of
1902. These stamps were additionally overprinted with this word by the Portuguese Post Office
prior to distribution to their colonies.

Labuan covers generally are hard to find. Those bearing the early queen's heads, these being first
issued in 1874, are quite scarce while being generally commercial. However, following the 1894
pictorial issue commercial covers become hard to find. The majority of covers found are philatelic,
for during the latter part of the century many stamp dealers, and the British North Borneo Company
itself, were very much aware of how much money could be made from stamp collectors. These
philatelic covers are very much more numerous than commercial covers as the local European
community was quite small during these early years, this making true commercial covers rather a
challenge to find and afford.
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Not only are stamped covers rare, but so are official ones. Those bearing the handstamp 'Post Office
Labuan', see Figure 4, are especially hard to find. Any covers from 1907, when Labuan became
incorporated into the Straits Settlements, to the Japanese invasion in 1942 are rare. The European
population was small, only a few hundred immediately preceding the war, so there was not a lot of
mail around.

Within weeks of the Japanese invasion some Straits Settlement stamps were overprinted with a chop
applied diagonally reading in Japanese 'Imperial Japanese Government' - the pre-war canceller still
being used. These were in use for a few months following the landings by the Japanese in Labuan.
Their authenticity was questioned for quite a long time. However it is now felt that they are genuine.
The renaming of Labuan to Maida by the Japanese resulted in a number of covers being so
addressed, however only a few are known.

Figure 4. Official cover to the UK with scarce Post Office Labuan cancel.

In 1942 North Borneo stamps were overprinted with a one line script in Japanese and later, in 1944,
with a three line one. An example of the latter is shown in Figure 5. During the occupation there are
many mix n'match combinations of stamps from Sarawak, Brunei, North Borneo and Labuan. Early
on contemporary Japanese stamps are seen used with the pre-war cancel, and the final issue by the
occupying forces was of contemporary Japanese stamps with a single line overprint in Japanese.

There are many interesting items and features to be found among the stamps and postal history of
Labuan. One feature of particular interest are the postage due stamps postally used, a selection is
illustrated in Figure 6. These are very scarce, the full set is unknown in this condition - only six
values are known. I had a chance recently to pick up a 6c in London but missed out - such is the joy
and frustration of stamp collecting!
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Figure S. Three-line overprint on 8 cent North Borneo, postmarked 4 May 1945,
with censor mark and use of Maedato for Labuan

Figure 6 A selection of used postage due overprints.

With the return of the British control after the war, Labuan became part of the Crown Colony of
British North Borneo. No stamps were issued for Labuan, its philatelic identity remaining only
through the presence of letters being mailed from and to the island.
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BOOK REVIEW: JUSQU'A AIRMAIL MARKINGS ·1995 SUPPLEMENT.
BY IAN McQUEEN

Ian McQueen's first study of Jusqu'a air mail markings was published in 1993, the background and
examples are presented in Capital Philately (see Fuller, 1994, v.12, no.2 and Smith, 1994, v.13,
n.l). This gave a new climension to many early air mail covers and the 1995 Supplement extends this
still further, the author acknowledges over 70 philatelists who have provided additional information.
The Supplement includes illustrations of new markings, further detail on postal regulations, a
bibliography etc. The pages commence at p.lll (continuing from the initial publication) and go
through to p.273. There is a useful and substantial index (covering both volumes) to countries and
towns. It is a specialised study but an example of philatelic research at its very best.

Both the first study and the 1995 Supplement are available from W.A.Page, 138, Chastilian Rd.,
Dartford, Kent DAI 3LG, UK. The price of the 1995 Supplement is 15 pounds sterling (plus
postage).

Dingle Smith

Your local dealer
Write, phone or fax for your free copy of one of our competitive

price Iists-
1Australia and Territories
2 Australian States
3 New Zealand and Territories

We stock most brands of albums, catalogues and accessories and
can deliver them to you personally or at stamp club meetings with only
two days notice.

We also service want lists and provide professional insurance
valuations. We buy and sell quality stamps and collections, postcards,
phonecards and cigarette cards. We accept Bankcard, Mastercard,
Visa, American Express, cheques, money orders and (of course) cash.

Give us a try, you'll be pleasantly surprised by our competitive prices
and friendly service.

I P.O. Box 478 Avalon Beach NSW 2107
II Phone/Fax: (02) 9974 1177
L • - ------
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STORAGE BOXES • ALBUMS • DISPLAY PAGES • PROTECTORS

The AP F have developed a range of products specially designed for stamp collectors. All
products aremanufactured in Australia from the highest quality materials as supplied to
libraries and museums for the storage of paper artefacts.

The plastic items are made from Polypropylene or Mylar, both of which are inert non-
toxic ac id freematerial. No glues, plasticisers or lubricants are used during manufacture,
nor are there any metal parts. The paper used for manufacturing pages is high quality
low acid unbleached white paper.

PRODUCT SPECIFICATION AND PRICES

STAMP SAfE SWIVEL ARCH BINDER & SLIP CASE Manufactured from 0.8mm grey

polypropylene. Standard three hole punching. 300 x 320 x 44mm. Ea. $14.50
Pages vv ith Protectors to su it the above with three punched holes. 283mm x 2S0mm

per 20 $20.80

STAMPSAfE BOXES Manufactured from 0.8mm grey polypropylene.
00 x 2 70x SOmm, Ea. $9.90

DISPLAY PAGES 170 gsm plain white archival quality paper with feint griffe one side,
plain the other. With or without holes. 283mm x 2S0mm Per 50 $37.00

NEW DISPLAY PAGES 150 gsm white low acid paper in the proposed International
Exhibition size.

A
8

283mm x 216mm completely plain.
283mm x 216mm with feint grille one side.

Per 50 $10.00
Per 50 $15.00

SHEET PROTECTORS Manufactured from 60 micron clear polypropylene side
opening. Twosizes, one price. per 50 $15.00

A 290mm x 252mm
8 290mmx218mm

MYLAR SHEET PROTECTORS
A 290mm x 260mm Top or side opening.
8 290mm x 220mm Side opening only per 10 $16.00

DISCOIJNTS nVRILRRLt TO STnMP DtRLtRS.

AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC FEDERATION

ORDER FOR STAMPSAFE PRODUCTS

NAME ::::::::::::::::.

ADDRESS ~.~~~.~ODE .

...................................................................................

PRODUCT PRICE OTY VALUE

BINDER AND SLIP CASE 550gms Each $14.50

PAGES with PROTECTORS 250 gms per20 $20.80

STAMPSAFE BOX 260 gms Each $9.90 j

ARCHIVAL DISPLAY PAGES

I

283mm x 250mm, Punched 650 gms per 50 $37.00
283mm x 250mm Unpunched 650 gms per 50 $37.00

NEW DISPLAY PAGES
I

283mm x 216mm, Plain 500 gms per 50 $10.00
283mm x 216mm With Grille 500 gms per 50 $15.00

SHEET PROTECTORS, POLYPROPYLENE
Protectors 290mm x 252mm 450 gms per 50 $15.00
Protectors 290mm x 218mm 400gms per 50 $15.00

SHEET PROTECTORS MYLAR
290mm x 260mm top opening 200 gms per 10 $16.00
290mm x 260mm side opening 200 gms per 10 $16.00
290mm x 220mm side opening 19D-gms per 10 $16.00

POSTAGE & PACKING*

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED -- - $

All orders to: ARCHIVAL PRODUCTS
AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC FEDERATION
PO BOX 208, TORRENS PARK SA 5062

*POSTAGE AND PACKING: Please add $7.00 for the first kilo and $3.00
for each additional kilo or part thereof. Shipping weights per pack are
shown above.
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