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Editorial
As I write this editorial the dust
of Sydpex 88 is settling. Perhaps
this was the last of the mammoth
shows which stretch the breadth and
depth of voluntary management. Not
that one could detect that it was
not a professionally organised show,
that is in the pecuniary sense.

Overall it must be judged a success,
a quality exhibition with marvellous
material on display, too many
dealers for a collector to be
comfortable that he had really seen
all the items available for sale and
plenty of visitors, over 20,000
according to the number of entrants
to the Court of Honour. Not
overwhelming, a city the size of
Sydney should be able to find 60,000
stamp collectors who want to learn a
little more about their hobby, but
still considerably more than, for
example, can be found at Stampex in
England.

Members of the Philatelic Society of
Canberra did extraordinarily well
with a Grand Prix coming to Canberra
for the second time in successive

national exhibitions. Warmest
congratulations to Dr Alan Tippett,
that consummate philatelist who
cracked the magic winning circle
with a superb display of Fiji.
Since first writing this, fate has
determined that my congratulations
to Alan are posthumous. The
exhibition is written-up elsewhere
in this number so I won't dwell on
it any more in the Editorial.

One of the innovations at Sydpex 88
was a Modern Class, following fast
in the footsteps of Canberra where
the experiment was tried at the
state level. While in future the
class needs to be exhibited
separately from other entries the
experiment was, by and large, a
success. We have to remember that
the vast majority of collectors
collect only modern stamps. Often
when people learn that I collect
stamps they remark that they have a
complete collection of Australia.
While I am being suitably impressed
it usually transpires that the
collection is the decimal period
only! Was there life before
decimalisation?
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Be that as it may, it is up to
organized philately to spread the
benefit of, increasing philatelic
skills to this large group of LETTER TO THE EDITOR
collectors. We should not stick our
heads in the sand and hope they will Dear Sir,
learn to love and collect the
classics, Kangaroos and Maps, or
even George V heads. Therefore a
focus on the collecting of modern
issues in philatelic depth is
necessary for everyone who has the
welfare of philately at heart.
Funnily enough some of the recent
emissions from Australia Post, while
being lambasted in some quarters,
have within them a range of
differences that will repay study
and classification. Different
papers, different gums, different
perforations, different printings
and so on. The Living Together
definitives, whatever you may think
of them aesthetically, will be an
extremely interesting issue and I
expect that within the next decade a
study of these stamps and, in
particular their use, will repay
their owner handsomely, certainly in
terms of awards but probably also
financially. Stamps that people
dislike from a design point of view
are the ones which are not bought
and then the laws of supply and
demand take over!

Austamp 90 the national level
exhibition to be held in Canberra in
March 1990 will carry the
experimentation further with a
special class for Social Philately.
This is an attempt to accommodate
those collections which are a little
(or even a lot) different. I wrote
up some ideas on the class in the
Australian Stamp Monthly July 1988
issue if you are interested.

Finally, congratulations to those
members who exhibited for the first
time nationally at Sydpex 88. All
did exceptionally well and I'm sure
they are now fired up to go on
further. Capital Philately was also
entered and won its highest award, a
Large Silver medal. Many thanks to
all the contributors who really made
this possible.

The "Book Review" on page 110 of the
August 1988 issue is not a review at
all in the usual sense, but really
is a further instalment of the
continuing warfare which the author
has been waging for years against a
group of researchers in Western
Australia about the postal
stationery of that State. There is
very little specific comment on the
contents of the book under
discussion mainly the article
comprises a reiteration of the
author's views, resulting from his
own work, and as published in
various philatelic journals.

The "Review" actually is a verbatim
copy of an article in the June 1988
number of Philately from Australia,
with the addition of a little more
vituperation in the first paragraph.
The language is intemperate, and it
is a matter for judgment whether
this kind of comment should find a
place in Capital Philately.

It is also open for consideration
whether Capital Philately should be
a vehicle for reprinting material
published elsewhere. The object
when this magazine was commenced was
to provide for the publication of
original philatelic writing.

Yours faithfully,

A.G. Salisbury

[The Editor regrets that this
article was first published in
Philately from Australia but was
unaware that the MS had been
submitted to more than one journal.
By the time it was published Capital
Philately was already in press.
Luckily Editors are ordinary folk
and 'Once bitten twice shy!'
Editor]
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Publications of
The Royal Philatelic Society

of Victoria
The Postal History of the Australian Army During World War 2 (P. Callas)
The Postal History of Internees and Prisoners of War In Australia During
World War 2 (P. Callas)

Australian Numeral Cancellations. A Compendium (H.M. Campbell)
Oueensland Cancellations & Other Postal Markings 1860·19t3 (H.M. Campbell) $25.00
South Australia. The Long Stamps 1902·1912 (J.RW. Purves) $25.00
The Pictorial Stamps of Tasmania 1899·1912 (K. Lancaster)
Tasmania: The Postal History & Postat Markings, Part 1 (Campbell, Purves &
Viney). 1984 Reprint $30.00
The Postal History & Postat Markings, Part II (0 tngles, Ed.) $30.00
Set of 2 ordered together $50.00
Victoria: The Postaf History 01 the Port Phillip District (J.RW. Purves) $15.00
The "Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854·1858 (J.RW. Purves) $20.00
The "Bulterfly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellations 1850·1855 (J.R.w. Purves) $10.00
Western Australia: The 4d Lithograph 1854·1864 (B. Pope) $15.00
Commonwealth 01 Australia Cumulative Index to Source material (WM. Holbeach) $7.50
J.RW. Purves, R.D.P., F.R.P.S.L. A Philalelic Bibliography (G.N. Kellow) $7.50
Philately from Australia Cumulalive Index Vols. I·XXX $10.00

(Back issues of Philately from Australia $5.00 each)

$50.00

$15.00
$30.00

$40.00

Postage & Packing $4 extra per order. Orders over $75 sent Post Free.
TRADE ENOUIRIES WELCOME
Please Address All Orders To:·

m
STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
Suite 4121413 4th Floor, 343 Little Colllna Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3000

Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No, 863J Melbourne, Victoria, 3001.)

P.O. Box 1410, Dubbo, N.SW., 2830, Australia,

There 's II Whole Wotl»! of'Readillg ill

STAMP NEWS
(Australia', /I"I:"I('st Philatclic MaW'7ill,,')

Each month Since 1951), "Stamp News" has brought its readers the latest news, tn-
formed comment and in depth artictes on a variety of philatelic subjects, assembled
by an expert team of writers, correspondents and contributors from allover the
world.

rhe magazine Circulates in more than sixty countries worldwide and has earned a
roputanon lor serving the best interests of collectors and the stamp trade. Each month. the
maqazine carries Ihe most up- to date report 01world-wide new stamp issues, maintained by
computer and a worldwide network 01 correspondents

Among our regular columnists is Alan Salisbury who writes each month on specialised
aspects 01 Australian Commonwealth philately. We have a monthly leature on Australia Post's
archival collection and lor the postal stationery collector "Selected Stationery" by Gary
Watson.

For the thematic collector, there is our popular leature "The World 01Thernatics" and lor
the investment· oriented, two special lealures every month: "Make Collectinq Pay" and
"Markel Mailers" to canvass the widest possible range 01 investment possibilities.

There are regular news features on happenings in New Zealand, the South Pacific and
the rest 01 the world, monthly reports on auctions and a pictorial feature called "Talkabout"
edited by the Crown Agents. There is a monthly feature on "Philatelic Forgers" as well as fre·
quent reports about stamp trade activities .

For the beginner, our monthly "Beginners Start Here" column is essential reading and
our tonqrunninq "Cinderella Corner" with Bill Hornadge has broken new ground in
Cinderella collecting .

The latest philatelic books are reviewed each month and there is a special column for
reports of Australian and New Zealand philatelic societies.

Newly-added features Include a Postcard Corner and a Coin News section. All these
features are supplemented by regular special editorial features on diverse philatelic subjects
and the advertisements 01 leading dealers, auctioneers and postal administrations
throughout the world.

II you want to get the utmost out of your hobby, you cannot afford to miss a single edition
01 "Stamp News" - Australia's brightest philatelic magazine'

For a Iree, sample copy 01 "Stamp News", write to the Circulation Manager,

STAMP NEWS

I
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OBITUARY - DR ALAN TIPPETT
D.I. Smith

The Rev. Dr Alan Richard Tippett
died, after a short illness, on 16
September 1988. Alan had given over
fifty years of invaluable service to
the Uniting Church. In his earlier
years he was a leading figure in
Methodist missionary work in Fiji.
This was followed by two decades at
Fuller University, Pasadena,
California, USA. where he was a
Professor of Anthropology. His
writings covered a range of
interests but at the core were
anthropology and ethnology
especially as they related to
missionary endeavour. Alan was
frequently to be found at St Mark's
College in the library which he had
earlier presented to the institution

His contributions to the church and
academia were outstanding but it is
not for these that he will be
remembered by his wide circle of
philatelic friends. Alan was not
only a leading philatelist, with a
prodigious knowledge and range of
material, but a wonderful friend.
His distinguished mane of white
hair, his wit and charm will be long
remembered. He exuded that enviable
Methodist quality of 'fellowship'.

Alan exhibited collections that
included the stamps and postal
history of Fiji and New Zealand,
maritime mail, thematic collections
of religion, early USA covers and
much more. His displays always had
a very personal touch, the envy of
most, and the bane of all judges.
His achievements culminated at
Sydpex 88, only six weeks before his
death. There he was awarded the
Grand Prix International for his
Fiji collection, a large silver for
Fiji postal history and a Vermeil,
with felicitations, for his
literature entry 'Dynamic Roots of
Postal History'. The latter is a
delightful, personal account of the
early history of letters and their
role in social history. A fitting
tribute would be for this book to be
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published so that others can share
its delights.

Alan was always there when he was
needed. He was responsible for
organising the competitive entries
and catalogues for the second, third
and fourth National Conventions in
Canberra. He played a kr-y role in
the early days of Capita1 Phi1ate1y,
gave excellent courses for new
exhibitors and encouraged old and
young alike. It was typical of the
man that not only did he scoop the
awards at Sydpex 88 but, with Edna,
spent several days mounting the
exhibits.

Alan will be missed by many
throughout the world but especially
by all his friends in the Philatelic
Society of Canberra. He was one of
the Society's three life members.
Our warmest thoughts and deepest
sympathy go to Edna and to their
family. Some of you may know that
Edna and Alan had celebrated their
Golden Wedding in April of this year

CJ'arrett
Philatelic Service

PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS
SHOP 84, "THE RRIDGE". WODEN SHOPPING SQUARE, A.C.T.

P.o. BOX 265 WJDEN 2606, A.C.T.
PHONE (01;2) 1)24852 - A/H (062) 918304

BUYING
We purchase all countries: (a) Stamps, (b) coins, (c) old letters,
(d) postcards, (e) medals, (f) any philatelic item.

SELLING
We stock an almost complete range of: (a) .Australia, (b)
British Commonwealth, (c) Europe, (d) Pacific, (f) USA.

AUCTION
If your collection is valuable try our nationally advertised

public auctions. We will get you the best price available.

VALUATIONS
Our professional valuers will give you an accurate appraisal.

Reasonable rates.

TELEPHONE OR WRITE - TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR MAIL
ORDER SERVICE!

~.f'o-~ __.....J
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Queensland Postage Rates and
Regulations
1860 to 1911
(continued)
Ian McMahon

Mail to the United Kingdom
At the time of separation the rate
for letters to the United Kingdom
was 6d for the first half ounce, 1/-
for 1 ounce, 2/- for 2 ounces and
1/- for each additional ounce.
Letters sent via Marseille were
charged an additional 3d per quarter
ounce. Book packets to the United
Kingdom (as well as Gibraltar and
Malta) were charged 4d for 4 ounces,
8d for 8 ounces, 1/4 for lIb and 8d
for each additional 8 ounces.
Newspapers were charged 1d each.
Packets sent via Marseille were
charged 6d per 4 ounces.

From 1 August 1863 letters sent via
Marseille were charged 10d for half
an ounce, 1/8 for 1 ounce, 3/4 for 2
ounces, 6/8 for 3 ounces and 1/8 for
each additional ounce. Newspapers
sent via Marseille were charged 3d.
From 16 July 1864 letters carried by
mail steamer via Southampton were
charged 1/- per hal f ounce but 1/4
per half ounce via Marseille.

The route to the United Kingdom via
Brindisi opened for mail from
Queensland on 22 December 1869. The
charge for letters was 3d per half
ounce plus the rate via the
Marseille route, fully prepaid.
Newspapers were charged 1d per 4
ounces plus the rate via Marseille.
All mail had to be marked "via
Brindisi".

The route via Marseille was
discontinued on 27 December 1870 as
there was "a strong probability of
the line of communication being
interrupted". This interruption was
the result of war between France and
Germany.

On 7 October 1871 an agreement was
reached between Queensland, South
Australia, Victoria and New South
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Wales to maintain mail routes to the
united Kingdom. Half of the cost of
the services was to be paid for by
the Imperial Government. The annual
contribution of the colonies was to
amount to 123,000 pounds of which
Queensland's contribution was to be
almost 8672 pounds based on its
popUlation. The two routes were
from Sydney to London via Suez and
from Melbourne to London via San
Francisco. Ships were to sail on
both routes, both ways, each 48
days. This arrangement never took
place as the agreement was not
ratified by the colonies'
legislative assemblies.

From 1871 the rates for letters were
6d per half ounce via Southampton
or, if via Brindisi, 9d for the
first half-ounce and 1/6 for each
additional half ounce. Newspapers
(4 ounces or less) were charged 1d
on the Southampton route or 3d per 4
ounces on the Brindisi route.
Packets sent via Southampton were 4d
for 4 ounces, 8d for 8 ounces, 1/4
for lIb and 4d for each additional 4
ounces up to 31b. In 1873 these were
changed to 1d for up to 1 ounce, 2d
for up to 2 ounces and 4d per each
additional 4 ounces up to 31b in
weight. If sent via Brindisi (from
1872) packets were charged 5d up to
1 ounce, 6d for 2. ounces, 7d for 4
ounces, 1/2 for 8 ounces and then 7d
for each additional 4 ounces up to
31bs.

In 1877 the rate for letters to the
United Kingdom, via Brindisi, was 8d
for the first half ounce and 1/4 for
each additional ounce. The rate for
newspapers had been reduced to 2d
and packets were charged at 5d for 1
ounce, 6d for 2 ounces and 6d for
each additional ounce. The rate for
each additional ounce of a letter
was reduced to 8d in 1878.

On 20 February 1880 the Southampton
route was discontinued. Mail to the
United Kingdom was then forwarded
only via Brindisi, in connection
with the Torres Straits and
Melbourne-Galle routes, at the rate,
for letters, of 7d per half ounce.

-7-
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Newspapers were charged three
halfpence for the first 4 ounces and
ld for each additional 4 ounces.
Packets were charged 2d per 2
ounces. This change also affected
other foreign rates. Mail could
still be sent by private ship (if
properly endorsed) to places outside
the Australian Colonies and New
Zealand for 6d per half ounce for
letters, 2d per 2 ounces for packets
and ld for newspapers.

In October 1880 the Queensland
Government signed a mail contract
with the British India Steamship
Company which provided for the
operation of mail steamers via
Torres strait. The first service
arrived in Brisbane in April 1881.
The rate to the United Kingdom via
the Torres Strait "direct route" was
4d per half ounce for letters.
Letters routed via Torres Strait and
Brindisi were charged 6d per half
ounce. (The rate for letters
carried by other sea routes via
Brindisi was 9d per half ounce.)
Where no preference was marked,
letters were sent via the direct
route. Newspapers were charged ld
each (via the direct route). The
rates for packets via Brindisi were
1d for 1 ounce, 2d for 2 ounces, 4d
for 4 ounces and 4d for each
additional ounce up to 3 lbs. On 16
February 1882 the postage rate for
newspapers via Brindisi and Torres
Strait was reduced to 1d.

On 20 June 1889 the rate for mail
carried on the long sea route via
Melbourne by Peninsular and Oriental
and Orient steamers was 4d per half
ounce. (P&O and Orient shared the
fortnightly service from Melbourne
to London.)

From 1 January 1891 the rate for all
letters to the united Kingdom was
reduced to 2 1/2d per half ounce.
This rate remained until 1904 when
the rate for letters to most British
Commonwealth countries was reduced
to 2d per half ounce. From 1
October 1891 the rate for packets
was reduced to 1d per 2 ounces and
from 1 February 1892 the parcel rate
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was 1/6 for 2lbs and 9d for each
additional pound. From 1896 the
rate was 1/- for the first pound and
6d for each additional pound. On 1
July 1893 the rate for newspapers
less than 4 ounces was Id with 1/2d
for each additional 2 ounces.

In 1901 the parcel rates to the
united Kingdom were 1/- for 1 pound,
1/6 for 2lbs, 2/- for 3lbs, 2/6 for
4lbs and 6d for each additional
pound up to 11lbs. These rates were
changed to 1/-, 1/-, 2/6 and 2/6d
respectively in 1910.

From 1902 insurance was available
for parcels at charges from 6d for
parcels to the United Kingdom of up
to 10lbs and from 7d for similar
parcels to Germany.

In 1901 the rates for newspapers
were 1d for the first 4 ounces and a
halfpenny per additional ounce. In
1908 the rate for newspapers to the
United Kingdom was reduced to 1d for
8 ounces.

Foreign Mail.
From separation the postage charged
for letters to British Colonies
(except the Australian Colonies and
New Zealand), and foreign countries
when the letter was forwarded by
"private ships to destination or
nearest port, as opportunity offers"
was 6d per half ounce. (This rate
did not apply to letters sent to
foreign countries via the United
Kingdom) . This rate for ship
letters remained in force until 1
October 1891 when the rate was
reduced to two and a half pence per
half-ounce for letters to all
overseas countries other than the
Australian colonies, Fiji, British
New Guinea and the New Hebrides; and
1d for newspapers less than 4 ounces
with a charge of a half-penny for
each additional ounce. In 1860
packets to India, Hong Kong, Ceylon
and Mauritius were charged 3d for 4
ounces, 6d for 8 ounces, 1/- for lIb
and 6d for each additional half-
ounce. In 1871 the rate for foreign
packets was 2d per 2 ounces. This
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was reduced on 11 January 1892 to 1d
for 2 ounces. In 1901 the rate for
newspapers was set at 1d for the
first 4 ounces and a half-penny per
additional ounce.

From 1 October 1861 the rates for
letters to China, Japan, Borneo,
Hong Kong, Java, Labuan, the
Moluccas, Penang, Philippines, Siam,
Singapore and Sumatra were increased
from 6d to 1/~ per half ounce. From
13 September 1861 registered letters
to the USA via the UK were charged
1/5d for a half-ounce, 2/10d for 1
ounce and 2/10d for each additional
ounce and a registration fee of 1/-.
From 1 August 1862 the rate for
letters to France or Algeria was 8d
for half ounce. Rates for other
foreign countries via France ranged
from 8d to 1/7d for half-ounce.
Newspapers to France and to other
foreign countries via France were
charged 1d.

On 10 June 1863 the Post Office
published an extensive table of
rates for mail to foreign countries
via the united Kingdom, prepaid to
destination. For letters these
rates ranged from 9d per half-ounce
to Belgium and lad for 1/4 ounce and
1/2 for a half an ounce to France
and the USA to 2/5d per half-ounce
to Bolivia and Peru. Newspapers
were charged 1d to Belgium and
France but 4d to Bolivia. From 3
March 1864 rates for letters to
California via the UK were 1/2 for
half-ounce (down from 1/7 per half-
ounce), 2/4 for 1 ounce and 2/4 for
each additional ounce while letters
to British Columbia and Vancouver
Island were charged 1/5d for half an
ounce, 2/10 for 1 ounce and 2/10d
for each additional ounce. Rates to
Nicaragua (from 5 May 1864) and
Venezuela (from 27 May 1864) were
1/5 for half an ounce (up from lId
per half ounce), 2/10 for 1 ounce
and 1/11 for an additional half
ounce and 2/10 for an additional
ounce. On 15 December 1866 letter
rates to India, China, the
Philippines, Japan and the East
Indies were fixed at 1/- per half
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ounce. Letters to Ceylon were
charged 6d per half-ounce and to
Portugal lad per quarter-ounce.

In 1866 a trans-pacific steamer
service operated by the Panama, New
Zealand and Australian Royal Mail
Company commenced operation. The
rates for letters carried on this
service to foreign countries via
Panama were set on 15 December 1866
at 1/- per half-ounce to Panama,
Costa Rica and the USA; 1/4 per half
ounce to Martinique and Venezuela;
1/6 per half-ounce to Peru, 1/10 per
half ounce to British Columbia and
2/- per half ounce to Cuba, Ecuador,
Bolivia and Chili (sic). Book
packets were charged 4d per 4
ounces. These rates were amended on
23 May 1867. The rates per half
ounce started at 1/4 for letters to
the UK, USA, Europe, Panama, Costa
Rica, Guatemala, San Salvador and
the British west Indies. (With the
exception of the UK and the USA this
charge covered only carriage to
Panama with the "foreign or imperial
postage" being collected on
delivery. (Letters received in
Queensland from. these places were
charged an additional 10d per half-
ounce before delivery). Other rates
(per half-ounce) were 1/8d to
Venezuela, Martinique, Guadeloupe
and st. Thomas, 2/4 to Chili (sic),
Ecuador, Bolivia, Mexico, Hayti
(sic) and Cuba, 2/2 to British
Columbia and Vancouver Island and
1/10 to Peru. Newspapers were 5/4
per 4 ounces to the UK, USA, Europe,
Panama, Costa Rica, Guatemala, San
Salvador and the British West Indies
and 5/6 to the other countries
mentioned above. Packets were 5/4
per 4 ounces to Panama, the UK and
Europe but were charged letter rates
for other destinations. These rates
operated until 1869 when the
shipping company operating the
service went into liquidation.

(to be continued)
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QUEENSLAND POSTAL STATIONERY
The 1911 1d Red Letter Card

B.P. Beston
The 1d Red Letter Card, in both
single and reply versions, was
issued in 1911 to replace the 2d
Letter Card consequent upon the
reduction in interstate postage
rates from 2d to 1d on the 1 May
1911. Phil Collas placed the date
of issue as somewhere between May
and July 1911, whereas Robson Lowe
gives the issue date as 1912. I
have a card dated 22 May 1911, which
leads me to surmise that the likely
issue date was the 1 May 1911 when
the rate reduction took effect.

The cards were of grey or off-white
porous stock with the 1d Red Queen
victoria side-face with values in
all corners imprinted. My records
show the following usages:
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30 Dec 1911
27 Feb 1912
28 Mar 1912

Brisbane Melbourne
Adelaide Broken Hill
Broken Hill Sydney

Two of the cards were used outside
the State, which was legal by that
time. As you can see, the card is
not plentiful.

REPLY CARD

The Reply portion of the card is
folded in behind the outward card,
with two sets of perforations on
either side. The Reply Cards are
recorded with the same issue date by
Collas, who states that his earliest
postmarked example is July 1911. All
of the cards in my possession are
unused except two cards cancelled to
order:

Date
26 July 1911
date not known

From
Brisbane
.Brisbane

SING!,.~CARD I have not seen a used Reply portion
Q.ate ~rom To which indicates the extreme rarity

22 May 1911 Brisbane Townsville of this card.
12 June 1911 Brisbane Melbourne
26 July 1911 Brisbane Editor's Note: I also have a reply
9 Sept 1911 Townsville Lismore card CTO on 26 July 1911.

23 Nov 1911 Yandina Gympie

-10-
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POSTAL HISTORY COLUMN - THE PENNY
POST

E.C. Druce
In these decimal days it is becoming
harder and harder for Australians to
remember the humble penny, the
lowest denomination of sterling
currency. However, for both postal
historians and Australians the story
of the humble penny as a postal
rate, is a fascinating one. Indeed
the story is such that I'm going to
take two columns rather than one to
tell it.
The story really begins about three
centuries ago in the united Kingdom
in a postal environment which was
expensive, based on distance
travelled (somewhat like parcel
rates today) and slow. A system for
the affluent and inminical to
business. The Postal Act of 1657
forbade, other than the Postmaster-
General, "all other persons to set
up or employ any footposts, horse
posts or packet boats". This meant
that business could not avail itself
legally of unofficial local posts or
the services of carriers. The
unofficial and private posts were
known as 'undertakers' and they
carried on an advertising campaign
against the people who held Post
Office (the farmers' of the Post)
and supported the concept of a Penny
Post in 1659.
The merchant pressure and
entrepreneurial spirit eventually
led to the setting up of a local
Penny Post in London. Robert Murray
and William Dockwra set up the
London Penny Post in 1680 to carry
letters and packets not exceeding a
pound weight speedily to all parts
within the Bills of Mortality
(basicallythe then London area) for
One Penny.
The Dockwra Penny Post, as it became
know, was highly successful and
interestingly introduced handstamps,
triangular in shape and denoting
prepayment. The very success of the
venture led to the Postmaster
General proceeding against Dockwra
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which resulted in the Penny Post
being wrested from him and being
merged with the General Post Office.
The London Penny Post continued as a
Government enterprise using the
structure set by Dockwra and
modifying the handstamps but a
little.
Even though the London Penny Post
was so successful it was nearly a
century before penny posts commenced
in the provincial cities. The Post
Office Act of 1765 allowed penny
posts to be set up anywhere within
the realms of the General Post
Office but it was not until 1773
that Dublin became the second
location.
About the same time Peter Williamson
set up a private penny post in
Elinburgh but the extraordinary life
of this man deserves better than a
paragraph and shall be told another
time.
At the end of the century most of
the major cities Bristol,
Birmingham, Manchester had
introduced penny posts with
receiving houses in the town centre
and suburbs. At about this time in
the last decade of the century there
sprang into being a penny post
service that was undoubtedly
unofficial but nevertheless condoned
The postmasters of large rural towns
began to organise unofficial rural
penny posts connecting the outlying
villages with their post town. A
notable example is Shrewsbury where
the service took in virtually the
whole of the northern half of the
country of Shropshire and in the
last decade of the century extended
into Central Wales. The large Welsh
village of Llanfyllin was connected
to Shrewsbury by a penny post even
though it was about twenty miles
distant, much further than the basic
post stage (fig. 1).
In the early years of the century a
large number of official Penny Posts
were set up with distinctive
handstamps for the post towns and
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Figure 1

Figure 2
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Figure 3
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Figure 4
boxed numbers handstamps for the clamour for the introduction of a
receiving offices. Later many of postage rate to be universatlly
the receiving offices were issued applied within the United Kingdom.
with two-line name-stamps which
incorporated the words Penny Post
(Figs 3 s 4). For many villages
these markings are exceedingly rare
and are much sought after.
The beginning of the nineteenth
century saw an unprecedented rise in
postal rates, with the London to
Edinburgh (about 650 kilometres)
rate being one shilling and a penny
by 1812. These exorbitant rates led
to a continual and increasing call
for cheap postage.' The appealing
figure of one penny caught the
imagination and there was a growing

This push for Penny Postage was led
by Rowland Hill and eventually the
Government agreed to introduce a
uniform rate of one penny per half-
ounce. This was introduced on 10
January 1840 preceding ,by four
months the issuing of the
incomparable Penny Black and the
first philatelic joke, the Mulready
envelope and wrapper (fig 2). This
introduction of penny postage on a
national scale was to have many
ramifications which reached all
around the world.
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EARLY ESSAYS FOR NSW POSTAL
STATIONERY ENVELOPES

D.I.Smith
The letter sheets issued in New
South Wales in 1838 have a sound
claim as the world's first item of
postal stationery. A series of
unissued envelopes with embossed
stamps came close to being the next
item of Australian colonial postal
stationery. An example of these
envelopes is illustrated in Figure
1. They measure 133 by 75mm and
have rounded, ungummed flaps. They
are made from white laid paper with
a watermark of lines which forms a
rhomboidal pattern. The six penny
value has the letters Joyn ...,
thought to be a part of the paper
marker's name. The two covers have
the same 'Specimen' overprint in
serif script, 24mm in length (dot
included) with the capital letter
3mm in height. This style represents
a new type of NSW postal stationery
specimen, additional to those
described by Smith & Druce (1988).

The origins of these items of postal
stationery pose problems. The most
detailed descriptions are given by
Houison (1890) and Basset Hull (1911)
with briefer mentions in Hutson
(1960) and Robson Lowe (1962). The
salient features of these accounts
are that J.C. Thornthwaite submitted
an estimate, dated Feb. 16 1855, to
R.P.Raymond, Inspector of Stamps,
for two dies to emboss the Queen's
head on envelopes. These were for
one penny and twopenny values. A
series of memoranda then ensued
between Raymond, the Postmaster-
General, the Colonial Secretary and
the Governor-General. These are
described in Houison (p 85-86). The
outcome was a decision to produce
envelopes with embossed stamps for
the four values; one penny, two
penny, six pen and one shilling.
The envelopes were to be watermarked
in the right hand upper corner in
words with the value of the stamps.
The Colonial Secretary informed
Raymond on 25 July 1855 that a
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requisition had been forwarded to
England for machinery, dies and
paper for the manufacture of the
envelopes. Houison, in 1890,
confirms that the dies' .... are now
in the Government Printing Office
and copies of the envelopes may be
seen in the very best collections'.
Basset Hull reported that the dies
were destroyed in 1898. Why these
envelopes were never issued remains
a mystery, further obscured by
Basset Hull's comments that I
feel convinced that the dies were
not obtained from England, as there
is no mention of them whatsoever in
Messrs. Perkins, Bacon and Co's
papers I believe they were cut
by Thornthwaite who... cut the dies
for a number of Australian silver
and copper tokens current from 1852
to 1868' (Basset Hull, p.334) . This
view is confirmed from the published
Perkins Bacon Records (de Worms,
1953) in which there are several
letters to and from NSW in 1855, but
all concern postage stamps, and none
relate to postal stationery.

The four denominations chosen for
the envelopes were suitable for a
range of postal uses. The one penny
and twopenny values applied to town
letter rates and the six-penny and
one shilling to various inter-
colonial and overseas charges.
Further details are in White (1988).

The one penny and two penny values
were of an original design, almost
certainly by Thornthwaite. Examples
are known embossed on piece with the
one penny in rose and the two penny
in black, brown, blue and violet.
An example of a pair of the two
penny values on piece is shown in
Figure 2. The one penny value in
black was used for the first NSW
wrapper in 1864. A pair of the two
penny values was also embossed onto
the flap of an early version of the
first registered envelope. Most
writers regard these as essays.
However, Houison, in commenting on
the first registered envelopes,
states that they were only in
use for a very short time, and, when
the permanent issue was ready, the
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Specimen.

Figure 1
whole of the provisional copies were
returned to the Government Printing
Office and there destroyed' .

The six penny and one shilling
values were based upon the diadem
postage issues of February 1854.
The original design was modified to
produce hexagonal and octagonal
forms (Figure 1). There are minor
variations between the stamp design
and their embossed equivalents which
indicate a re-engraving process.

The unissued envelopes are known in
several forms. These are first
recorded in a footnote in Basset
Hull (p. 354) and later in Robson
Lowe (p. 76). One set comprises
envelopes on white laid paper, with
rounded ungummed flaps, for values
of two pence blue, six pence purple
and one shilling pale rose. These
are known with and without specimen
markings (Figure 1). The second
consists of one penny orange-
vermilion, two pence deep blue, six
pence chocolate and one shilling
rose. These are printed on thin
white wove paper with pointed,
ungummed flaps. Again they are
known with and without specimen
overprints. None of these accounts

give any descriptions of watermarks
on the paper. A further footnote in
Basset Hull describes a set of three
envelope essays thought to date from
1865 or 1866. From the description
it would appear that the embossed
stamps are of different design to
those described above.
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SYDPEX 88
Elspeth Bodley

Sydpex 88 is well and truly over by
now and while memories linger,
attention is more likely to be
turning towards the next National
Exhibitions - Melbourne in 1989 and
Canberra in 1990.
It was great to see so many Canberra
faces at Sydpex. Over the ten days
of the exhibition most members
managed to attend at least for a day
or two and several for the whole
length of the show.
Sixteen Canberra-based members of
the Society put in 22 entries, plus
the Society's own entry of Capital
Philately in the Literature class.
In addition, there were entries from
past members now resident in other
states, and from present interstate
members.
We have always been aware that our
members' interests covered most
areas of philately. This was borne
out by the fact that we had entries
in all sections except class 12
"other philatelically related
material not covered in classes 1-
10", and the postcard section. The
most numerous class of the
exhibition was Postal History with
76 entries: three were from
Canberra. Canberra had five entries
in the British Commonwealth section,
three in "Rest of the World", and
one or two in each of the others -
National Asia-Oceania, Aerophilately
Postal Stationery, Thematics,
Cinderellas, Youth and Literature.
It is encouraging that five of these
entrants had not previously entered
a National Exhibition and one (in
the Novice Class) had not previously
exhibited.
Also encouraging were the awards
given for these displays: 2 Gold, 4
vermeil (1 with Felicitations), 6
Large Silver, 4 Silver Bronze, and 6
Bronze. Four special prices were
also awarded: to J. & J. Grant,
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A.R. Tippett, 'Stamptom' and Jenny
Parker (one of our junior members
who chose to enter the open
section) Full details are set out
below.
The whole Society is delighted that
Dr A.R. Tippett was awarded a Gold
medal and the Grand Prix
International for his Fiji exhibit.
Alan had been pitting his wits
against the judges for years and it
was marvellous to see his collection
receive such a well-deserved reward.
Alan's literature entry, "The
Dynamic Roots of Postal History", a
book specially written for Sydpex
88, was given a Vermeil with
Felicitations, an award which
recognised his research efforts.
Alan had long argued for a wider
interpretation of the term "Postal
History" and this book records
references to organised postal
systems from Biblical times onwards,
illustrated through stamps, and
relates the history of the post to
wider social and political history.
Three members of our Society (Dr
E.C. Druce, Messrs A.G. Salisbury
and D.I. Smith) were on the jury and
exhibited non-competitive displays,
and Dr Druce also displayed in the
Court of Honour. There was some
superb material on show there: gems
of the Royal Collection and,
fittingly for this Bicentennial
Exhibition, several others with an
emphasis on New South Wales postal
history and philately. From the
numbers of Isaac Nicholls' "Sydney
New South Wales" undated stamp on
display in the Court of Honour and
in the competitive section, it was
hard to believe how rare this mark
is (only 5 or 6 in private hands)
they all seemed to be on display!

If I were asked which exhibit I
enjoyed most at Sydpex it might be
hard to choose there was such a
wealth of material: early covers,
proofs, artwork, rare stamps in
beautiful condition, and poignant
social history a difficult
choice indeed. But tucked away at
the back of Hall 3, appropriately in
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the Cinderella class, was an entry
which still makes me smile with
pleasure. It was beautifully
presented and a lovely example of
how to display a one-country
collection. Called "The Forgotten
Isles of Oceania" (a mythical land),
every stamp and cover was hand-
painted and created. It was
brilliantly done, with inspired
stamp designs and full of philatelic
jokes. Its surprise value made a
tremendous impact and I wish it
could have been shown more
prominently.
Looking back the overall memory is
of Sydney's perfect spring weather
and the friendliness. It is always
a pleasure to be able to share our
"mania" with others and one of the
benefits of getting involved in
exhibiting and in organised
philately is meeting other
enthusiasts. Over a number of
exhibitions one gets to know
collectors and dealers from allover
Australia and from overseas. This
time there was a large contingent of
New Zealanders and so the
friendships spread wider.
New Zealand is holding a
Exhibition in Auckland in
1990 and we will be hearing
more about it in the future.

World
August
a lot

Canberra's own National Exhibition,
Austamp 90, will be held five months
before, so it will be a useful
testing ground for those entering.
We have all enjoyed Sydpex and now
look forward to planning a
successful National Exhibition in
Canberra in 1990 which will
reinforce the friendship and the
strength of philately in Australia.
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Awards to Canberra-based members
the Society

o~

A.R. Tippett Fiji
+ Grand Prix International

"Stamptom" Aerophilately
+ The Chapman Prize

VERMEIL
J & J Grant
+ Novice Award

"B. Rook"

"Stamptom"

A.R. Tippett

With felicitations

LARGE SILVER

B. Jarrett

"c. Hariot"
"E. A. McDonald"

A.R. Tippett

J & J Grant

Philatelic Society
of Canberra

SILVER-BRONZE
"Dubois"

S. Beresford-Wylie

KG V

Sarawak

Air Mail Labels

"The Dynamic Roots of
Postal History"

NSW Perf ins
Free Mail

G.B. - 1840-90

Fiji Postal History
Australian Perfins
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Great Britain

Great Britain

J. Parker Mauritius
+ Australia Post Prize
J. Smith Youth

BRONZE
B. Parker
D. Bogdan
G. Milevich
I. McMahon
"KPB"
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Bermuda
Bavaria
Russia
Postal Stationery
Thematics




