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EDITORIAL
This 1S the second issue in the new
format. Editors and librarians hate
changed sizes for journals but in
this case it was a question of a new
format or no Capita1 Phi1ate1y.
Given such a choice the Editor
quickly adopted a new layout which
will reduce costs to something
manageable by the Philatelic Society
of Canberra.

with the sUbscription renewal form
the outgoing Secretary kindly
included a questionnaire eliciting
views about Capita1 Phi1ately. The
results are extremely useful and the
Editor and Editorial Committee are
pleased that the vast majority of
replies indicated that members read
some, if not all of Capita1 Phi1ate1y
and find articles of interest. The
survey pointed out that we are short
on items about modern Australian
stamps. I would be delighted to
rectify this omission but can only do
so if there are members out there who
are prepared to study and write about
their stamps. So how about it you
Australian collectors, can I have
some articles please?

In this connection I understand that
Australia Post is to introduce an
intaglio (recess) printed stamp
during 1989. Many philatelists have
long contended that it was the
disappearance of intaglio. p+.inted
stamps from the spectrum of new
issues which has deprived modern
collectors of many of the philatelic
skills. Well, Australia Post has
responded and we are to get stamps
printed by the method so prevalent
until the sixties. Now the question
is, will collectors respond? We'll
have to wait and see if the designs
are pleasing and whether or not the
engraving is perfect! Funny people,
we collectors, we only really get
switched on by, and value, the less
than perfect.
One of the hopes is that the re-
introduction of intaglio stamps will
provide useful material for display
and exhibition. It is true that
modern Australian stamps, indeed
Australian Commonwealth generally,
have not been popular subjects in
many recent Australian national
exhibitions and the number of
exhibits have been embarrassingly
low. Now is a chance to rectify this
and I urge c011ectors to consider
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joining the National Association of
Philatelic Exhibitors which publishes
a wonderful journal with the idea of
providing critical information to
exhibitors and would-be exhibitors.
'Dingle' Smith is the local member of
the executive of the society and I
suggest you contact him about
membership and a look at the journal.
It could be the best investment you
have ever made.

stampshoW' '89 in Melbourne is the
next opportunity for potential
exhibitors to try their skills and
have lots of pleasure. It is
scheduled for October in the same
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location as Ausipex 84, the Melbourne
Exhibition Building. If collectors
are novices then they should consider
entering a state level exhibition and
while Canberra will not be host to
another exhibition of this level
until 1992 there are state level
shows in Western Australia in March
;1989, Queensland in April 1989 and
Hobart in June, 1989. The latter
would be a great opportunity to
combine, a holiday in the Apple Isle
with a bit of philately. Information
on these events can be obtained from
the relevant Philatelic Council at
GPO Box 9800 in the relevant capital
city. Good hunting!

**********************************************************
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Figure 1

Border towns along the River Murray
preferred a route through Victoria
for their overseas mail. Most
victorian border towns had coaches
running South. Tocumwal, where this
letter originated was 485 miles from
Sydney. Melbourne was about 170
miles. If placed in a Mail bound for
Melbourne with a Victorian stamp it
was cancelled at Melbourne, as in
this case. A manuscript "2" indicates

a charge was made for the journey to
Melbourne.

The Postmaster in Melbourne elected
to forward the letter to America via
Europe, by the Brindisi short cut.
Written at Tocumwal on 24 February,
1873 processed in Melbourne four days
later, it entered America at New York
in April marked in red "Paid All".
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RIVER STEAMERS, RAiLWAYS & MAiL
COACHES

A STUDY iN BORDER CROSSiNGS
A.R. Tippett

Editor's Note: In the previous
issue we recorded Alan's obituary.
Alan died while this article was in
press. He had provided the
manuscript as a "Bicentennial
article" reflecting his close
understanding of the posts and
history. Vale Alan.

I believe it was the Greek Strabo
who taught us to bring the map and
the river together for the study of
human development, which means that
for this article the reader should
begin by finding himself a map of
the border of New South Wales and
victoria with a prominent focus on
the Murray River.

Edward VII had just died and George
v had b~en crowned. My father was
operating along the northern
riverine flats of Victoria between
Koondrook and Gunbower. The little
township of Cohuna was taking shape
as a result of the rail extension
northwards from Bendigo. My own
humble life began there at that time
although I was unaware of what was
going on rural development,
exploitation of the red gum timber
and the river trade from Echuca to
South Australia.

Across the river the folk in New
South Wales were more interested in
that rail head at Cohuna than I was.
I speak of isolated settlers
scattered along the Wakool and other
tributaries. A Post Office had been
opened at Barham in 1895 (and given
a high barred numeral (B/N) 1740).
Prior to that it had not even been a
receiving office. The steamers
passed by. For 25 years there had
been a Post Office at Wakool (B/N

1 Melbourne/Wodonga operating 1873.
Officially opened 14/6/83; actually
complete 3/2/81.
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556). I believe the nearest postal
link was 70 miles east at
Deniliquin. Although in victoria
Cohuna was only 40 miles away. Swan
Hill was 100 miles west, but at
least there was a route heading
there, and Swan Hill was a busy port
for river transport and mails. Swan
Hill ran coaches four times a week
as far as Balranald (Figure 2) and
in the mid-1890's it was a Victorian
rail head.

The two key ports on the Murray were
Echuca and Swan Hill. Both were
major railway terminals for heavy
traffic Riverina stock and wool
through Bendigo to the Melbourne
markets and overseas connections.
Steamers worked the Murray and even
linked it up with the Darling river
system as far north as Brewarrina.
(The Darling is a story in its own
rights for another time). The
Darling system fed into the Murray
at Wentworth from the early days,
with options through South Australia
or Echuca. At one stage Echuca was
Victoria's second port. Actually
steamers went on to Wodonga/Albury
where they could 1ink up wit.h the
Melbourne/Sydney option, but this
was more seasonal.

At numerous points good river
crossings existed with vehicular
punts or bridges, a good bridge
between Mulwala and Yarrawonga
(Figure 3) and a rail head at
Wagunyah opposite Corowa. By the
1890's the only New South Wales
railway to reach the Murray was at
Albury. It reached Albury in 1881,
but the link with Victoria over the
bridge was not mrde until by
Victorian initiative.

The New South Wales route into the
Riverina followed the Murrumbidgee
to Hay. Later on an arm stretched
out from Narrandera to Jerilderie
(others from Cootamundra to Tumut
and from Goulburn to Cooma). On the

wodonga/Albury commenced 3/2/81;
in regular use 14/10/84. Sydney/Albury
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Figure 2 -. .' e ,
~ J ~ .,

/J .•..••L;, '9, ~J j",
------ ..!.. .. _---_.---- .. _-

-26-



Capital Philately

other hand Victorian railways
reached the Murray at Wodonga,
Wagunyah, Yarrawonga, Cobram,
Echuca, Cohuna and Swan Hill before
Federation. One can easily
understand why the southern Riverina
community was interested in what was
happening across the river; for
reasons of both market and postal
linkage.

Later on in my young adult days I
was stationed for a year at a place
named Manangatang (I hope you are
using the map) from which another
railway went north to the river at
Robinvale. This was new mallee
country opened after World War I for
soldier settlers. Another lock was
being constructed there in my time.
We had many contacts with the New
South Wales border folk in sport and
social life. I played football
(Victorian style) against teams from
Bennenee and Euston. Euston had
coach linkage with Balranald and
steamer contact with Swan Hill.

To focus for a moment on Euston, a
town of 200 people at the time, the
nearest Post Office in New South
Wales was Balranald (60 miles), the
nearest railway .link in New South
Wales was at Hay (180 miles via
Balranald) and by preference the
postal link was by steamer to Swan
Hill. Now with the Robinvale line,
direct rail contact could be made
with Melbourne by simply crossing
the river. Euston was in the
electoral district of Wentworth,
still further down the river.
Wentworth was a town of 1500
population with 14 miles of rate-
paying street properties in the
1890' s, 500 miles from Sydney, but
131 POSTAL miles. Coaches ran to
Broken Hill, Wilcannia and as far as
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Bourke following the steamer route
along the Darling. Steamers went to
Adelaide and to Echuca and
transported stock, skins and wool
with consignment and other mails
linking with southern and eastern
markets and mail systems rather than
those of Sydney.

Trade and mails went together.
There was always consignment mail
and a good deal of "Per Favour"
mail. It utilized the steamer system
in much the same way as folk in the
South Pacific islands delivered
theirs to sea captains for handing
over at postal ports. A great deal
of hinterland New South Wales mail
actually bore the postmarks of Swan
Hill, Echuca and even Melbourne.
This is why it is always nice to
have the enclosed letter with the
cover. I have a letter with a
victorian stamp cancelled in
Melbourne, but the letter inside was
written in Tocumwal, NSW (Figure 1),
taken by a river steamer probably
through Echuca.

For some reason or other I have
found a good lot of Riverina mail of
the 1890' s and early 1900' s in
circulation at Stamp Fairs, sent to
Tasmania (not by any means all to
George Adams, but also bank and
newspaper mail for Hobart) , all
spiked of course but why worry:
that proves the genuineness, as the
filing system of that day. Although
there were regular mails to Hobart
from Sydney, why do we find the
preference for mail being sent
through Victoria for Hobart in that
period? The system worked and the
people relied on it.

(to be continued)
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The Royal Philatelic Society

of Victoria
The Postal History 01 the Australian Army During World War 2 (P. Callas)
The Postal History 01 Internees and Prisoners 01 War In Australia During
World War 2 (P. Callas)
Australian Numeral Cancellations. A Compendium (H.M. Campbell)
Oueensland Cancellations & Other Postal Markings 1860-1913 (H.M. Campbell)
South Australia. The Long Stamps 1902-t912 (J.RW. Purves)
The Pictorial Stamps 01 Tasmania 1899-1912 (K. Lancaster)
Tasmania: The Postat History & Postal Markings. Part 1 (Campbell. Purves &
Viney). 1984 Reprint $30.00
The Postal History & Postat Markings. Part II (0. tngtes. Ed.) $3000
Set 01 2 ordered together $50.00

. Vicloria: The Postal History 01 the Port Phlltip District (J.RW. Purves) $15.00
The "Registered" and "Too Late" Stamps 1854-1858 (J.RW. Purves) $20.00
The "Bullerfly" and "Barred Oval" Cancellalions 1850-1855 (J.RW. Purves) $10.00
Western Australia: The 4d Lilhograph 1854-1864 (B. Pope) $15.00
Commonwealth of Australia Cumulative Index to Source material (W.M. Holbeach) $7.50
J.RW. Purves. R.D.P .• FR.P'S.L. A Philatelic Bibliography (G.N. Kellow) $7.50
Philately Irom Australia Cumulative Index Vois. I-XXX $10.00

(Back issues of Phitately Irom Australia $5.00 each)

$50.00

$15.00
$30.00
$25.00
$2500
$40.00

Postage & Packing $4 extra per order. Orders over $75 sent Post Free.
TRADE ENOUIRIES WELCOME
Please Address All Orders To:-

~

STANLEY GIBBONS AUSTRALIA PTY. LTD.
Suite 412/413 4th Floor, 343 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria. 3000

Tel 67 3332 (GPO Box No. 863J Melbourne, Victoria. 3001.)

TI/l'/'(' '.1 (/ Whole World of Rc(/dillg ill

STAMP NEWS
(Australia" ""I:h/('st Philatelic Maga7ineIJ

Each month since 195'1. "Stamp News" has brought its readers the tatest news, in·
formed comment and in- depth artictes on a variety of philatelic subjects. assembled
by an expert team of writers, correspondents and contributors from allover the
world.

The magazine circulates in more than sixty countries worldwide and has earned a
reputation for serving the best interests 01 collectors and the stamp trade Each month, the
rnaqazine carries the most up-to-date report of worldwide new stamp issues, maintained by
computer and a worldwide network of correspondents

Among our regular columnists is Alan Salisbury who writes each month on specialiseo
aspects of Australian Commonwealth philately. We have a monthly lea lure on Australia Post's
archivat collection and lor the post at stationery collector "Setected Stationery" by Gary
Watson .

For the thematic collector. there is our popular leature "The World of Thematics" and for
the investment·oriented. two special features every month: "Make Collecting Pay" and
"Market Mailers" to canvass the widest possible range of inveslment possibilities.

There are regular news leatures on happenings in New Zealand, the South Pacilic and
the rest 01 the world, monthly reports on auctions and a pictorial feature called "Tatkabout"
edited by the Crown Agents. There is a monthty leature on' 'Philatetic Forgers" as well as Ire-
quent reports about stamp trade activities.

For the beginner, our monthly "Beginners Start Here" column is essential reading and
our tong-running "Cinderella Corner" with Bill Hornadge has broken new ground in
Cinderella collecting.

The latest philatelic books are reviewed each month and there is a special cotumn lor
reports 01 Australian and New Zealand philatelic societies.

Newly-addeo features include a Postcard Corner and a Coin News section. All these
features are supplemented by regular special editorial features on diverse philatelic subjects
and the advertisements 01 teading dealers. auctioneers and postat administrations
throughout the world.

If you want to get the utmost out of your hobby, you cannot afford to miss a single edition
of "Stamp News" - Australia's brightest philatetic rnaqazine!

For a Iree. sample copy of "Stamp News". write to the Circulation Manager.

STAMP NEWS
P.O. Box 1410, Dubbo, N.SW., 2830, Australia.
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QUEENSLAND POSTAGE RATES AND
REGULATIONS 1860 TO 1911
Ian McMahon (continued)

Letters to and from soldiers and
sailors
From 1860 until 31 December 1869
letters addressed to naval officers
serving on a Royal Navy ship
stationed outside Britain were
charged 1/- for a half ounce, 2/-
for 1 ounce and 4/- for 2 ounces.
Throughout the period 1860 to 1911
the rate for letters sent to or from
soldiers or sailors in Her Majesty's
Service between Queensland and any
place in the British Empire was 1d
per half ounce.

The use of duty stamps to prepay
postage
The interchangeability of postage
stamps and duty stamps commenced on
1 January 1880 and ceased on 1 July
1892 except for the 1d stamp which
could still be Used for both
purposes. A new series of duty
stamps was issued on 1 July 1892.

Postcard rates
From 1880 postcards within
Queensland were charged at the rate
of 1d per card for single cards and
2d for reply cards. The reciprocal
exchange of postcards overland
between Queensland, New South Wales,
Victoria and South Australia began
on 7 January 1887 at the rate of 1d
per card. From 1 January 1889
postcards were sent to the United
Kingdom for 2d per card (wholly
seaborne) or 3d per card (via
Brindisi). The 2d rate applied from
1 January 1891 to both routes. From
1 November 1889 postcards were
exchanged with New Zealand at the
rate of 1d each. On 29 September
1891 the rate for postcards
addressed to places beyond the
Australasian colonies was set at a
penny half-penny for single cards
and 3d for reply cards. From 1895
the lettercard rate was 2d. In 1904
the rate for postcards to the United
Kingdom was reduced to 1d for single
cards and 2d for reply cards.
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Postcard regulations 1894
Single and reply postcards including
both official and private cards were
subject to the following regulation
which came into force on 5 December
1894:

Single postcards (private or
official) with either an
impressed or an adhesive 1d stamp
could be sent to places within
Queensland and to any of the
Australasian colonies (including
British New Guinea, Fiji, and the
New Hebrides). For all other
places a penny half-penny stamp
was required.
Each half of reply cards had to
accord with the regulation for
single cards. The reply card
could not be sealed in any way.
The reply half of a card received
in Queensland could be returned
only to the country from which it
originated.
Postcards had to be sent
unenclosed. The front side of the
card was reserved for the stamp
postal instruction such as
"registered" or "via Brindisi",
for inscriptions such as
"Postcard" or· "Queensland Reply
Post Card" and for the address
which could be on a label
provided this did not exceed 2
inches by 1 inch in size.
Nothing else could be attached to
the card.
Private cards had to be of the
same size and thickness as
official cards and of an approved
colour.
Ordinary mail had priority for
delivery over postcards.
Objectionable, seditious,
libellous or obscene cards were
not to be transmitted.
Cards not adhering to the
regulations were to be charged as
letters if they were addressed to
places within Queensland.
Otherwise they were to be
returned to the sender and
charged as letters.

Stamping of private envelopes and
postcards
A notice in the Queensland
Government Gazette dated 25
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The lad rate to the United Kingdom via Marseille which
came into operation on 1 August 1863 (see vol 7, no. 1).

A letter to France charged at the lad rate (see vol 7, no. 1).
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September 1895 advised that 1d
and 2d stamps would be printed
on private envelopes at a cost
of 3/- per thousand in addition
to the cost of postage.
Envelopes had to be of suitable
size and quality and there was
a minimum quantity of 500
envelopes of any size. This
service was extended to private
postcards of approved pattern
and size on 9 December 1889.
Such cards were impressed with
1d stamps at the Government
Lithographic Office, provided
that at least 500 cards were to
be printed at the same time.
No fee was charged for
stamping. (For illustration see
Beston article herein).

Postal articles handled by the
Queensland Post Office
In 1860 279,379 letters, 250,365
newspapers and 4,456 packets were
handled by the Queensland Post
Office. By 1900 this had risen to
22,681,798 letters, 12,091,809
newspapers and 6,518,215 packets.
This dramatic rise in the number of
postal articles handled by the
Queensland Post Office was, of
course, largely due to the rapid
rise in the population of the colony
which rose from 28,056 to 498,249 in
the same period.

Carriage of mail by trains
The guards of all passenger and
mixed trains were allowed to carry
"loose letters" fo~ the Postal
Department provided that they were
properly stamped. Guards of goods
trains were not, however, permitted
to carry such letters. Guards were
not allowed to carry mail if the
train was accompanied by a
travelling mail officer. At busy
stations such letters could not be
handed directly to the guard but had
to be posted in the late fee box
provided. This·box was cleared by a
postal officer ~and the mail handed
to the guard. ;Such mail was subject
to a rila.tefee". Mail handed to the
guard at stations where there were
no mailing facilities was not
subject to a late fee and was to be
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marked "s" by the guard to ensure it
was not charged a late fee by the
Post Office. All letters carried by
the guard had to be handed to the
postal officer at the end of the
trip or to the postmaster at
intermediate stations, if so
addressed.

Registration and other special
services
At separation the registration fee
was 6d. This was reduced to 4d in
1873 and to 3d on 1 October 1891. An
acknowledgement of receipt service
became available from 6 January 1892
for registered letters at a cost of
twopence-halfpenny. From 5 June
1902 a certificate of posting could
be obtained for parcels (cost 3d)
and for an additional 2d
acknowledgement of delivery could be
obtained.

Late Fee
At separation the late fee was 6d.
In 1874 the late fee for colonial
and intercolonial letters was set at
3d while the charge for foreign
letters was 6d. In 1892 these rates
were reduced to 1d for colonial
letters, 2d for intercolonial
letters and twopence-halfpenny for
foreign letters. In 1901 late fee
charges were 1d for letters to
places within Australia, 2d for
letters to New Zealand and twopence-
halfpenny for letters to foreign
countries. The late fee for letters
to most current British Commonwealth
countries was the same as for
foreign countries in 1901 but was
reduced to 2d in 1905.

Free mail
Under the 1871 Postage Act petitions
to the Governor or to the Queensland
Parliament and the returns of
births, deaths and marriages from
clergymen were carried free. Under
1880 regUlations this was extended
to savings bank passbooks addressed
to the Treasury, Government
insurance business, telegraphic
messages and envelopes containing
messages for transmission by
telegraph if properly endorsed and
addressed to the nearest telegraph
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office, ballot papers and the votes
and proceedings and debates of the
Queensland Parliament.

Insufficient1y paid 1etters
On 6 January 1860 the Postmaster-
General advised that insufficiently
paid letters to places outside
Queensland would be returned to the
sender. Under the Postage Act of
1871 letters which had to be prepaid
were returned to the sender if no
stamps were attached. Partially
prepaid letters to places within
Queensland were delivered but were
charged double postage.
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"Va1ue payab1e Mai1"
From 1902 value payable mail was
charged 3d for registration and then
2d for the first 10/- of value
collected and 1d for each additional
5/- of value collected.
References
Queensland Government Gazettes 1859
to 1900

<,

Votes and Proceedings of the
Queensland Legislative Assembly 1866
to 1900
Papers of the Queensland Legislative
Assembly 1901 to 1911
A Maritime History of Australia, J.
Bach, Sydney 1976

CJarrett
Philatelic Service

PHILATELIC AUCTIONEERS
"THE RRIOGE". WODEN SHOPPING SQUARE. A.C.T.

SHOP 84. POBOX 265 I<XJEN 2606. A.C.T. .

PHONE IOb2) 624852 - A/H (062) 918304

BUYI NG .. ( )Stamps. (b) coins. (c) old letters.
We purchasdeal(1c)o~~~~~:.(fi any philatelic .item.
(d) postcar 5, e '

S E L L\ N G an e of' (a) Australia, (b)
W~. stock an almosltthco(~)P~~~~;e,(~l)Pa~ific, (f) USA.
British Commonwea •

AUCTION .
r natiom.lly advertised

If your collection is valuable try ou .
. . We will get yOUthe best price available.

public auctions.

VALUATIONS
Our professional valuers will give you an accurate appraisal.

Reasonsble rates.

TE' EPHONE OR WRITE - TAKE ADVANT AGE OF OUR MAIL
L ORDER SERVICE!~..J'-.J'\- -....oJ

-32-



Capital Philately

POSTAL HISTORY COLUMN
THE PENNY POST IN AUSTRALIA

E.C. Druce
While the fight for penny postage
had finally been won in England in
1840 after a two hundred year battle
the fight was only just beginning
elsewhere. In addition some postal
reformers were busy continuing their
lateral thinking and asking why, if
penny postage could be extended
throughout the united Kingdom, it
could not be extended throughout the
British Empire or perhaps world-wide

At the inception of penny postage in
England Australia comprised four
independent states, colonies of
Great Britain, with four different
postal systems. This was to
continue for another sixty odd years
increasing to six colonies by 1860,
and indeed Australia-wide penny
postage did not eventuate until 1911
when South Australia's ubiquitous
minimum charge of twopence, even for
local delivery, finally met its end.

However, in a local post sense, New
South Wales was somewhat of a
pioneer. The famous letter sheet,
(Figure 1) generally regarded as the
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first item of official stationery,
made it's appearance in 1838 and was
on sale for one shilling and
threepence per dozen (or a penny-
halfpenny each) but in 1841 this was
reduced to a shilling per dozen (a
penny each). People who used the
letter sheets in Sydney enjoyed a
saving of half the prescribed rate
for the Sydney Local Post which had
been in existence since 1831 at a
rate of twopence for articles not
exceeding four ounces (Figure 2).
At the same time a penny rate
existed for letters put into any
Post Office for delivery at such
Post Office.

However the embossed letter sheet
and the drop rate were not the first
examples of penny postage in New
South Wales. In 1825 it was decided
that newspapers printed in New South
Wales or Van Diemen' s Land (which
did not separate from NSW until late
in 1825), conveyed singly and open
at the ends could be carried from
one Post Office to another at the
penny rate. However this did not
become operative until 1828. This
rate lasted until 1835 when free
postage for newspapers posted within
seven days of their publication was
introduced.

Figure 1
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Figure 2
Free newspaper postage lasted until
the introduction of stamps on 1
January 1850 when the penny rate was
re-introduced b0th for inland and
overseas postage (Figure 3).

This rate was to last for less than
two years when on 22 December 1851
free postage was again applied to
newspapers within seven days of their
publication. This saga of the penny
rate for newspapers which continued
after 1851 is admirably dealt with in
John White's The Postal. History of
New South Wal.es 1788-1901.
The postal history significance of 1
January 1850 extends far beyond the
introduction of stamps. A completely
new and simplified rate structure was
introduced and charging by distance
was all but abolished. I say 'all
but' because a town rate of a penny
was introduced which combined the
drop letter rate and the concept of
the Sydney City local post. The
penny rate applied to letters up to
one half-ounce (Figure 4).

An interesting development was the
extension of the concept from Sydney
to other municipal, and not so
municipal areas for example,

Newcastle and Bathurst on the one
hand and the Berrima-Bowral-
Mittagong-Moss Vale region on the
other). Once again John White's book
spells out these developments in
detail.

Of local interest is that the town
rate of postage (one penny) was
introduced to the area within 13
miles of Goulburn on 1 July 1892, of
Yass on 1 August 1892, of Queanbeyan
on 15 August 1892 and of Braidwood on
20 February 1899. Examples of the
usage of these penny rates, except
for Sydney, are hard to find so keep
you eyes open, you may be able to do
yourself a favour.

While the above examples are the
commonest of penny charges, the
earliest penny rate in New South
Wales was the penny charge for
inwards soldiers and sailors letters.
This was introduced in 1808 by Isaac
Nichols. For outward letters the
1825 Act introduced the penny charge
for soldiers and sailors letters and
this basic charge continued
throughout the remainder of the
century. An example dated 7 December
1857 is shown in Figure 5.
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QUEENSLAND: THE PRINTED TO PRIVATE
ORDER ENVELOPES

B.P. BESTON
Commencing on 25 September 1895 the
Government Printing Office provided
a service to Queensland companies
and individuals by imprinting
stationery, envelopes or wrappers,
with the then current 1d or 2d
postage stamp design for a fee of
3/- per 1000 envelopes. It is
probably wise to list the references
of 1892 in various stamp journals
when the issue was first mooted
1. Gibbons Stamp Monthly Journal

30 April 1892

2. Gibbons Stamp Monthly Journal -
31 August 1892

The London Philatelist - April
1892

3.

4. Vindins Stamp Monthly - 20
August 1892.

VOUCHER ONLY.

The Secre"t.arY,
The Gladstone Meat Works

February 1989

Until Phil Collas chronicled the
then known issues, probably few
people had recognised any of these
items, other than the remainder or
specimen sets of 6 envelopes often
found at stamp shops in Australia.
These comprised three 1d envelopes
in white, blue and manilla shades,
and three 2d envelopes in similar
shades each measuring approximately
138mm x 79mm. In Queensland it is
rumoured that these were remainders
sold by stationers shops. Whilst
this is highly probable there is no
evidence to confirm or deny the
conjecture.

Due to lack of reference material,
Collas did not list the known
envelopes and I am sure that even
now not all types have been
recorded, one of the problems being
that so few of them have survived.
Below I list those examples known to
me including from my own collection
and that of E.C. Druce. A
additional wrapper is in the Gary
Watson Auction this month.

GLADSTONE.

of ~ueensland, Limi"t.ed,

Parson's Poin"t.,
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LISTING OF OUEENSLAND PTPO POSTAL STATIONERY ENVELOPES
(unl.ess stated)

SG Type 16 No. Figures in Corners

Penny Value
Stamp Mint/Used Size (mm)

Carmine M
M
M
U
U
M

138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
120 x 95

Pale Orange U 146 x 90
U 146 x 90
U 146 x 90

(all pale orange shades are

Pale Carmine U
U (OHMS)

?
137 x 78

Orange ?
147 x 90

U
U

Two-Penny Value
Stamp Mint/Used Size (mm)

Blue 138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79
138 x 79

M
M
M
M
U
U
U

Town Dates

Brisbane
Gladstone

14.4.05
6.6.03

Brisbane
Brisbane
Brisbane

B.D. Morehead

Paper

Manilla
Off White
Blue
Blue
Manilla
Off White

7.5.96 Grey
5.6.96 Grey

12.10.97 Grey
& Co, Brisbane)

Rockhampton
Brisbane

9.7.97
17.10.96

Rockhampton
Rockhampton

14.7.96
. . 96

Town Dates

(stamp inverted lower left)
3.12.97
13.6.97

30.10.03
Gladstone
Gladstone

U (OHMS) 146 x 90 Brisbane 3.12.97
U 146 x 89 3.3.96

(Mount Morgan Mining Company)

U 141 X 90 Brisbane 17.10.98
U 141 x 90 Brisbane 27.11.97
(l.attertwo B.D. Morehead & Co, Brisbane)

Blue

SG Type 19 - Figures in Lower Corners only

Penny Value

Stamp Mint/Used Size <mm> Town Dates

Carmine U Wrapper 121 x 76 Brisbane 11.11.97
M 138 x 79
M 138 x 79
M 138 x 79 Brisbane 25.5.03
U ? Rockhampton 10.8.97
U 288 x 122 Rockhampton 9.12.96
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Off White
Off White

Off White
Off White

Paper

Manilla
Off White
Blue
Blue

Manilla

Off White
Off White

Blue
Blue

Paper

Off White
Blue
Blue
Off White
Off White
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Two Penny Val.ue
Stamp Mint/Used Size (mm> Town Dates Paper
Blue U ? Brisbane 14.3.96

U ? Brisbane 27.11.97
U ? Rockhampton 1.2.98
U ? Brisbane 17.10.98
U ? Rockhampton 3.7.99
U 146 x 90 Brisbane ?

<the latter is a Morehead envelope)

Off White
Off White
Off White
Off White
Off White
Blue

Half-penny Value
M
U

137 x 79
137 x 79 Rockhampton 25.7.05

Off White
Off White

SG Type 21 - Figures in ~l Corners
Penny Value

stamp Mint:/Used Size <mm) Town Dates Paper
Rose M 138 x 79 Blue

U 138 x 79 Brisbane 16.2.05 Off White
U 138 x 79 Gladstone 13.3.05 Blue

Carmine U (pair) ? Rockhampton 2.5.04 Blue
M 140 x 80 Off White
U 152 x 89 Brisbane · .05 Manilla
U 244 x 108 Brisbane 22.12.03 Manilla

(above two are NZ Insurance Co)
U 139 x 81 Brisbane 31.12.98 Off White

Two Penny Value
stamp Mint/Used Size <mm) Town Dates Paper
Blue M 138 x 79 Off White

M 138 x 79 Blue
U 144 x 89 Rockhampton 1.7.99 Off White

Pale Blue U 147 x 89 Rockhampton 1.2.98 Off White
<above two Mount Morgan Gold Mining Company Limited)

U ? Rockhampton 6.4.98 Off White
U ? Rockhampton 1.2.06 Off White
U ? Rockhampton 1.8.06 Off White

Dark Blue U ? Rockhampton · .00 Off White

Blue U 153 x 89 Brisbane 1.10.04 Manilla
U 152 x 90 Brisbane 26.1.09 Manilla
U 142 x 90 Brisbane 5.1.05 Off White
U 142 x 90 Brisbane 10.4.05 Off White
U 152 x 87 Brisbane · .03 clanilla
(the above five all HZ Insurance Company)
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SPECIALIST PHILATELIC SOCIETIES
THE UNITED POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY

Ian McMahon

I first became interested in postal
stationery at a time when it was
virtually ignored by co11ectors in
Australia. To find people of similar
interests I therefore turned overseas
and became a member of the United
States based united Postal Stationery
Society (UPSS) in 1975. This society
was formed in 1945 by the merger of
the Postal Card Society of the United
States and the International Postal
Stationery Society. It serves as a
world-wide society for collectors of
postal stationery (ie 'all stationery
issued by postal authorities on which
design has been printed showing its
value for postage'- including stamped
postcards, envelopes, lettercards,
wrappers and aerogrammes). The
society has over 1400 members,
located largely in the United States
but including many from other
countries and a few from Australia.

The society publishes a bimonthly
newsletter called The Pantograph of
Postal Stationery and a bimonthly
journal, Postal Stationery. The
newsletter contains details of
society activities, news items,
advertisements and often a postal
auction of postal stationery
material. The journal contains
articles on postal stationery
including many articles on non-US
material.

A number of publications on postal
stationery are made available through

February 1989

the society at discounted rates and
the society publishes a range of
books on postal stationery topics
including The US Postal Card Catalog,
19th Century US Envelopes, Canal Zone
Postal Stationery and Philippine
Postal Stationery.

The society maintains a collection of
slide shows on postal stationery
ltopics and a library from which books
may be borrowed by mail.

Regular meetings of the UPSS are held
at exhibitions in the United States
and the society actively supports the
exhibition of postal stationery
material by providing prizes for
postal stationery exhibits.

Interest in postal stationery has
grown apace over recent years and
many collectors are putting together
award winning collections. One of
the interesting things about postal
stationery is that its scarcity is
almost directly opposite to that of
stamps. While the early issues are
relatively abundant the issues from
about 1915 onward right through to
the 1960's are very scarce,
particularly in fine used condition.
If you are interested in postal
stationery, want to learn more about
it and begin to exchange ideas and
material with collectors of similar
interest then I suggest that you
consider joining the UPSS.

Enquiries regarding membership should
be sent to the united Postal
Stationery Central Office, PO Box 48,
Redlands, CA 92373, USA.
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