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EDITORIAL

The last issue of the Australian Stamp Monthly appeared in March 1992. It is sad
to s~e tJLismonthly m~gazine disappear ~fte~ some thirty years ?f publication. Its
demise IS tempered by ItS amalgamation with ItS long term competitor Stamp News.
The policy of staggering the issue dates of the two magazines meant that keen collectors
could get a philatelic fix every two weeks. However, the proportion of space devoted to
adverts and press releases from stamp issuing age~cies forms a large proporti?n of the
space and there was a large overlap IS such matenal between the two magazmes. The
advertising space is some 60% in both. The hope is that Stamp News will increase not
only its circulation but also its philatelic content. It has to be said that over recent years
it has been the better of the two magazines in this respect.

The decade of the 1990's undoubtedly witnessed a decline in philately both in Australia
and overseas. Various reasons have been advanced for this. The collapse of the
investment boom in stamps, the growth in the range of philatelic items produced by
stamp issuing agencies and competition from other recreational pursuits. The number
of dealers, stamp clubs and the size of their membership lists have also declined. For
keen collectors, all of these features are a matter of regret. However, for these same
collectors perpetual discussion of gloom detract from what a hobby should be. It should
provide :Rleasure and relaxation - these are not helped by continual pessimistic
introspection.

What does the optimistic collector have to say?

The loss of one of our two commercial magazines can be balanced against the quarterly
Australian Philatelist from B& K (Messrs Breckon and Kellow). Further B& K
are to J?ublish a new monthly stamp periodical. This will '...emphasise news about
Australia Post activities, events in the trade and collector scenes, as well as some feature
articles - subjects that will appeal to a wide audience'. The proposed price is 50 cents
and distribution with be via stamp clubs, not newsagents. The bulk of the costs will be
from advertising revenue. Every collector will wish this venture well and for 50 cents a
month you can help it succeed.
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There has also been an upsurge in the number of monographs devoted to all aspects of
Australian philately. The last few months have seen Kellow's study of Victoria, the start
of Hans Karman's series on 'Free Franks', a detailed study of Australian Telegraph
Forms and Envelopes by Barbara Hancock (see the review in this issue of Capital
Philately) and the monograph on Cocos and Keeling by Coll as and Hill.

Finally, our optimist would point to the expansion of state philatelic shows and
exhibitions. In a period of less than twelve months major shows, organised by collectors
for collectors, will be held in Brisbane (June), Launceston (June), Melbourne (July),
Newcastle (October), Adelaide (October), Freemantle (November) and out own show in
March 1992. Except for the Northern Territory, a show in every state and territory.
Especially noteworthy is the Melbourne show, the first state level exhibition to be held
in Victona for some decades! All of these shows will incorporate one or more national
level competitive classes, those for Canberra are Cinderellas and Social Philately. This
growth in state shows is a major advance for Australian philately and, in no small part,
owes its success to the efforts of the Australian Philatelic Federation.

So all is not gloom. We are sorry to see the ASM disappear and would like to
congratulate Ron Cooper for his many years as editor. The bound volumes of the ASM
in the Society's library bear witness to his contribution to Australian philately. Ron
could always be relied upon to give space that promoted our own Society's activities.
We wish him a happy retirement.

Dingle Smith

CORRECTION TO DATES AND VOLUME NUMBERS.

Due to a combination of errors from the editor and the printers a number of mistakes
appeared in the last four numbers of Capital Philately. These relate to the volume, issue
numbers and the dates as printed on the outside cover. We apologise for these and list
the errors below. Keen collectors of Capital Philately may wish to paste the corrected
numbers on the covers of their journals. The Society Newsletter will be asked to provide
such corrected numbers for pasting onto the covers of the aberrant issues!

Vol. 8 No.3 May 1990 was printed as June 1990 on the cover.

Vol. 8 No.4 August 1990 was printed as Vol.9 No.4 on the cover

Vol. 9 No.1 was correct.

Vol. 9 No.2 February 1990 was printed on the cover as Vo1.9No.2 November 1990.
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VICTORIA POSTAL STATIONERY - SPECIMEN OVERPRINTS

Dingle Smith

The postal stationery of the Australian colonies was issued in a wide variety of styles.
Basic listings are given in Higgins and Gage (1984) although new items and varieties
still continue to appear. Generally there is a lack of any listing of the specimen
overprints found on postal stationery items. Exceptions are the stationery of Western
Australia and New South Wales. The former is described in Pope and Thomas (1982)
and the latter in Capital Philately (see Smith and Druce, 1988). The publication of the
Gary Watson catalogue for the 'Edgar' collection of the postal stationery of Victoria (5
March 1990) provided an opportunity for an initial listing for that state. It is a measure
of the high quality of the Gary Watson catalogue (now Macray-Watson Auctions) that it
can be used in this way. Normally auction descriptions of specimen overprints on
postal stationery do not mclude illustrations or a classification of the style of overprint.
In order to describe the specimen overprints in the 'Edgar' collection Watson classified
the overprints into eight types, if sub-types are included the number is twelve. Figure 1
reproduces the original illustration of the various types from the auction catalogue. A
small selection of postal stationery items with overprints is given in Figure 2 and 3.

"SPECIMEN" Types

To our knowledge the many varieties of 'SPECIMEN' overprints and handstamps which
exist on Victorian Postal Stationery have not previously been recorded. What follows is our
classification, derived from items in the "Edgar" collection. Reference to these types will be
found throughout this catalogue:

SPECJ.U£_\". snscr ..{f E.tt SII'IECIW,E:N

Type la Type Ib Type 2
17x2mm 14x2mm 13xltmm

SPECri.!El'I SPECI..UE:N BP.B:CatEl(.

Type 3a Type 3b Type 3c
15tx2mm 13xltmm 12txl~mm

Specimen SPECIMEN SPEClME N
Type 4 Type 5a Type 5b
l1tx2mm 16x2tmm 15tx2~mm

SPEC I ~,;1EN Sped11Un. Jj,ec-ime~
Type 6 Type 7 Type 8
32x4mm 16x3mm 20x6mm

Figure 1 Types of overprint from Watson catalogue ot
5 March 1990 (illustrations reduced in size.

A listing of postal stationery and known types of overprint is given in Table 1. This
draws heavily on the material from the 'Edgar' collection but is augmented by material
from the author's collection and from those of other members of the Society. There are
some minor additions from a range of other auction catalogues, none of these illustrate
the actual overprint - including earlier Gary Watson catalogues! This account however,
represents only a provisional listing. It is likely that every item of Victorian postal
stationery listed by Higgins and Gage was produced, in some way or other, in specimen
form. The aim of this article is to encourage others to help fill the gaps.

Table 1 lists all items of postal stationery for which a specimen overprint is known to
the author. The listing uses the Higgins and Gage numbers and the specimen is
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classified according to the Watson listing, see Figure 1. Information therefore, is
especially welcome for the Higgins and gage numbers that do not appear in Table 1.
Table 2 provides an indication of the period of use of the various types of overprint.
Several were also used for postage stamps. As is the case with NSW, the periods of use
forpostal stationery and postage stamps are generally in accord.

In considering additions to Table 1 two points are important. First, some items of postal
stationery have more than one style of overprint. Second, small changes for individual
Higgins and Gage types (minor changes in wording, size of envelopes etc) were likely
to merit a new 'issue' of overprints.

In Victoria the use of specimen overprints commenced with the very first postal
stationery issues. The wrappers and envelopes, both issued in 1869, are known in
specimen form. Of the Australian colonies, NSW can claim to have the first postal
stationery overprints. The wrappers of 1865were overprinted specimen as were essays
for unissued envelopes produced in 1865or 1866(see Capital Philately, Smith, 1988).

Table 1 Type of postal stationery and Recorded specimen overprints

Date of Issue H & G No. Type of overprint Date of Issue H & G No. Type of overprint

Post Cards Envelopes

1876 1 3a (in red) 1869 B1 (size a) 1b, 3c & 5a

1878 2d 3b (in red) Bl (size b) 3c & 3b (red)

1882 3 7 Bl (size c) Ib, 3a (blue)

1883 4 8 3c & 4

1885 5 5b 1885-86 B3 (size a) 5

1889 9 7 1890 B5 7

11 6 1892 B7 (size c) 71890
1890 11a 6&7 Registered Envelopes

1891 12 7 1881 C1 (size a) 5a & 8

1891 12a 7 Cl (size b) 8

1894 12a 6&7
1885 C2 (size a) 5b & 7

1891 13 7c & 3c 1891 C7 (size b) 7
C7 (size a) 7

1893 14a 7 wrappers

Letter Cards
A5 7 1869 E1 1a1893

1895 A8 7 1880 E4 3b

Telegraph & Telegrams 1880 E5 3b

1873 H1 (piece) 2 1887 E15 7
1890 E16 7
1895 E17 7
1895 E18 7
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Type
Types of Specimen overprint and Dates

Dates Type Date

1869 4 ?

1869 5a 1869-1881

1873 5b 1885-1886

1869-1876 6 1890

1878-1881 7 1882-1895

1869 8 1881-1883

Table 2

1a

1b

2

3a

3b
3c

;- ,j-;;;"t;~:-i~
. (iJe-I to 1tS'J'3

/

L__ ...;..------·Ii-----

Figure 3 Specimen overprints (type 7) on wrappers and cto
lettercard - possibly a form of specimen.
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It is often stated that a major use of both specimen stamps and postal stationery was for
distribution to other postal administrations under the auspices of the UPU. For the
Australian states this raises difficulties as they did not become members of the UPU
until 1891. However, it is known, from UPU records, that Australian states officially
supplied material to the UPU for distribution in 1889. The crown colonies, of which
Victoria was one, were special cases. It is certain that they followed the practice of
distributing stamps and postal stationery to other postal administrations Defore that
date. The degree to which such material was overprinted specimen is less certain. To
further comp1icate the matter, specimen postal stationery was probably used for other
purposes. These would include presentation copies and possible sale to collectors.

The 'Edgar' collection included examples of a special form of 'specimen' postal
stationery, see Figure 4. Cards of this kind were sent directly by Postmaster of VIctoria
to other postal administrations. This practice may have been common" at least among
the British colonies. The writer has in his possession a very similar card sent by the
Postmaster of New Zealand on the introduction of pre-stamped postcards in his
administration. The item in question was sent to the Postmaster of Jamaica, from New
Zealand, and then to the Colonial Office in London to press the case for the production
of printed pre-paid postal stationery for Jamaica. this card, and the story that goes with
it, ISdescribed m Capital Philately, see Smith (1983).

The date of the abandonment of specimen overprints on Victorian postal stationery is
not precisely known. From the examples seen, a date in 1895 is likely. Overprints were
replaced by cancelling the stamp on the item with a Melbourne circular date stamp.
This causes problems as it is difficult to distinguish this form of specimen cancellation
from items that were cancelled to order for other purposes.

This provisional listing is intended to act as a spur for other collectors to pool their
knowledge to provide a more complete account. Contributions from others are most
welcome and, if sufficient are forthcoming, Capital Philately would be delighted to
p'ublish an update. The willingness of Gary Watson to grant permission to use
Illustrations from the catalogue of the 'Edgar' collection is gratefully acknowledged. I
would also like to thank John Oliver and Ed Druce for access to their collections.

Higgins and Gage. 1984. World postal stationery catalog - Australasian AUSIPEX 84 issue.
California: ClaSSICPhilatelics.

Pope, B. and Thomas, P. 1982. Western Australia - the postal stationery to 1914. Perth: The
Western Australia Study Group.

Smith, D.I. 1983. The first postcards of Jamaica: the New Zealand connection. Capital
Philately, 1(2)45-50.2

Smith, D.l. 1988.Early essays for NSW postal stationery envelopes. Capital Philately, 7(1)
14-16.

Smith, D.1. & Druce, E.C. 1988. NSW postal stationery - specimen overprints. Capital
Philately, 6(2)& 6(3),45-55& 69-77.
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SPECIALIST PHILATELIC SOCITIES

THE POSTAL HISTORY SOCIETY (USA).

E.C.Druce

Elsewhere in this issue of Capital Philately is an article on mail from New South Wales to
California in the 1850's and 60's. What better then but to introduce readers to the
premier Postal History Society in the United States.

The Postal History Society (not to be confused with the leading society with the same
name based in the United Kingdom) was founded in 1957. From its beginning it has
published a leading journal. This is now up to issue number 87 and it appears thrice
yearly.

Perhaps the only reason to join a foreign philatelic society is to receive its publications.
These therefore, have to be of high quality and relevant. On the first score the Postal
History Journal meets all criteria. Each issue contains sixty-four pages, printed on high
quality paper, excellently illustrated and with interesting and varied articles.

In terms of relevance, it is important to remember that it is an American journal and
most of the contributors are American. We all know that collectors tend to concentrate,
although not exclusively, on their home countries and therefore many articles are
concerned with the postal history of the United States.

But many Americans are 'new Americans' and often collect the postal history of their
country of birth. Articles are therefore varied and many are concerned with the postal
history of continental Europe and South America. Australia articles are not common,
we Australians members do not write enough of them!

To give an idea of the breadth of the research I checked out the issue for February 1991
and for April 1958. The latter contained articles on 'The story of the envelope - a
nineteenth century invention', 'Letters by Cunarders to the United States' and 'Postage
due markings found on early Sweden'. From the 1991 number we have 'Effect of the
Franco-Prussian war on the Hong Kong mails', 'Release, condemn or put in prize
(censorship in Bermuda) and mail from Maui (Hawaii)'.

The lack of Australian articles should not deter potential members. The best postal
historians are those who have read the most, so just reading the articles widens one's
horizons and brings additional knowledge to bear on one's own collection. In addition
other sources of information on European postal history written in english are rare. For
me it is well worth the US$20.00annual subscription.

If you are interested write to the Kalman V. lllyefalvi, Secretary, Postal History Society,
8207Daren Court, Pikesville, MD 21208,USA.
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AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH GEORGE V

CORONATION POSTCARDS: PART 2

Ian McMahon

Part 1 of this artic1ewas in Capital PhilatelyVol9 no 2, p21-24.

The information, supplied by the Deputy Postmasters-General for the states, on the
number of coronation postcards they required is given in the table below.

No of cards Value £

Sydney 24 000 100
Melbourne 216 000 900
Brisbane 160 000 667
Adelaide 1 200 000 5 000
Perth 72 000 300
Hobart 60 000 250

On 6 April 1911, treasury queried with the Postmaster-General's Department the larger
than expected orders for coronation postcards from Queensland, Western Australia and
especially from South Australia and asked the Postmaster-General's Department if it
would agree to the issue of the larger number of cards. Oxenham replied on 10 April
that the average sale of ordinary cards was no indication of the probable sale of
coronation cards. He had no objection to Queensland and Western Australia being
supplied with the cards they had requested. However he expressed some concern with
the number requested by South Australia and sought an explanation from the Deputy
Postmaster-General in Adelaide who replied that:

'The issue of postcards during March amounted to £947. In applying for £5000of
special coronation postcards I recognised that it would be necessary to send
some to every Post Office in South Australia and I think it probable we shall
have a ready sale for the whole of the amount named.'

As the requisition from the states was considerably more than Cooke had anticipated,
he was forced to order additional supl?,liesof paper. In a minute from Cooke to the
Secretary of the Treasurr dated 3 April 1911, he asked the Treasury to approve the
purchase of an additiona 500 reams of paper from Middow Bros at 37/3 per ream. The
specifications for the postcard board were:

'500 reams each of 480 good clean boards weighing 120 lbs. Each board either 22
inches x 28 inches or 22.5 inches by 28.5 inches, coated on one side only and cut
true and square on all four sides. Price to include delivery at the Commonwealth
Stamp Printer's office and the date of delivery to be stated.'

Treasury queried the request and forced Cooke to obtain new quotes. The quote from
Middows Bros at 37/3 per ream of postcard boards (22.5 x 28.5 inches in SIze, British
made) was again the lowest. Given that Middows Bros would not be able to supply the
card until August 1911, Treasury queried the need for the order of 500 reams. They
estimated that 500 reams would last Cooke three years given that they expected a 50%
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decline in the use of postcards following the introduction of penny postage on 1 May
1911.

Cooke replied that he had drawn the attention of the Postmaster-General to the large
requisition from the states but as they had not been altered he felt it was his duty to
comply with the orders. He stated that the card would be used for ordinary postcards.
He had in the past had difficulty in supplying orders for postcards from the post office
due to difficulties in maintainin~ an adequate supply of postcard boards. He would use
112 reams for 1,732,000 coronation postcards in June and. at this rate 400 reams would
only last for a little over four months. He had 50 reams in stock, 100 to come from
Middow Bros and had a contract for 25 reams every six months from Dunlop. The order
was approved by Treasury on 2 May 1911 at a cost of £931/5/0.

A minute from Cooke to the Treasury dated 13 July 1911 revealed that Middow Bros
had some difficulty in meetin~ the specifications for the postcard board. Cooke stated
that the card received from Middows Bros as a result of his order of 22 March 1911 for
100 reams was not to specification, being coated on both sides and useless for the
purpose required. He therefore suggested that the order be cancelled. His masters in the
Treasury concurred.

Oxenham wrote to the Treasury on 4 October 1911 with details of the sale of coronation
postcards in each state and declared that at the end of the month he proposed that the
remaining stocks be destroyed. He reported that on July 1 1911 the Deputy Postmaster-
General in Melbourne wrote asking whether the sale of cards should be discontinued
and they should be destroyed as the demand for the cards had not met expectation in
Victoria and he still had £504/11/9 worth in stock.

All other Deputy Postmaster-Generals had then been asked for a report on the sale of
coronation postcards in their respective states, the current demand and the stocks
remaining.

In New South Wales the total supply of £216 worth of cards had been distributed to
postmasters. A survey of major post offices had shown that they had received £58/10/0
In coronation postcards but had £12/15/0 remaining. The cards had sold fairly well but
demand had ceased at the end of June.

In Queensland the Deputy Postmaster-General reported that the '...cards cannot be said
to have sold well' and that '...if the cards had not been distributed as ordinary cards
there would have been a large stock remaining.' In all 81,000 cards were distributed to
post offices in Queensland between 23 May and 27 July while a further 80,000 cards
remained undistributed.

In Tasmania the cards did not sell well and there was now no demand so that
postmasters were asking to exchange them for other cards. The stock in hand was
worth £132.

Cooke replied on 16 October 1911. He reported that the requisitions for coronation
postcards from the Deputy Postmasters-General had totalled 1,732,000 cards. Towards
complyin~ with these requisitions 1,059,840 cards were printed, 944,640 issued (leaving
115,200 WIth the Stamp Printer). He suggested that the cards be sold as ordinary cards
rather than destroyed and £ointed out that there was no difference in the writing area
on the cards. He said that If the cards were destroyed then the South Australian office
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should be asked to pay for the remaining stocks as its very large requisition had not yet
been met whereas in other states the requisitions had been met in full.

As it turned out the unsold cards were not destroyed until 1913.Oxenham advised in a
letter of 30 June 1913 that he had requested the Deputy Postmasters-General to provide
details of stocks of the coronation postcards on hand at 31 December 1912.Their reports
indicated that there were £789/2/9 worth of the cards on hand; £12/15/1 in New South
Wales, £203/7/0 in Victoria, £504/0/0 at the Government Printer, £56/0/8 in
Queensland, none in South Australia, £1/0/0 in Western Australia and £12/0/0 in
Tasmania. Oxenham requested that the cards be recalled by Cooke and destroyed. A
minute to the Secretary of the Treasury of 8 October 1913 from Cooke indicated that an
auditor had certified that '...coronation postcards to the number of 181,080 at a face
value of £754/10/0 have been examined and were destroyed in our presence on the 3rd
October 1913.'

Cooke was no doubt relieved that the saga of the coronation postcards had finally
ended. The difficulties he faced were primarily due to the excessive number of cards
order by the Deputy Postmaster-General in Adelaide who grossly over-estimated the
number of cards be could sell during the coronation month and to a lesser extent due to
the orders from Queensland and Western Australia. The next commemorative postcard
issue by the Commonwealth was a long time cominf$with issues appearing for EXPO
88 and the Australian Bicentennial Exhibition durmg 1988. Dunng 1990 however,
postcards in the form of maximum cards have accompanied every commemorative
stamps issued during the year.

References

Dept. of Treasury File (Australian Archives) A57113/23231.

Sinfield, J. 1984 Australia: the coronation postcards illustrated. Datestamp, May, 3-14.

Watson, G. 1984 Selected stationery. Stamp News,May 1984.

,
i,
i

L

AUSTRALIA.

POST CARD.
ACoL)RESS ONLY ON THIS SIDE

OF CARD.

43



Capital Philately

A FAVOURITE COVER (OR TWO!)

E.C.Druce

To ask a postal historian to write about a favourite cover is almost ridiculous. To collect
many thousands of covers means that all have some special appeal and each is unique.
In deciding which cover to describe I was reminded of an interesting debate between
archivists during the Bicentennial. One said that collectors were a scourge, breaking up
groups of material and scattering individual items to the four winds. The other
countered that is it collectors who Dring together material to form collections of historic
importance, often reuniting material which had been previously dispersed.

These conversations took place before my most recent sojourn in north America. During
that visit I was able to bring together three covers from different sources but which had
the same provenance and distnbution. These covers have not only been repatriated but
have been reunited. They form the basis of this story and are illustrated in Figure 1.

My collection of New South Wales postal history had always been weak in covers
addressed to the USA and Canada, particularly those carried on the trans-Pacific route.
Two years traipsing around stamp fairs could well help to rectify this situation.
However the first addition was courtesy of Dale Forster, a dealer and well known
collector of New South Wales who displayed his collection in the Court of Honour at
Sidle in 1988 and won a Large Gold medal at Stampworld London 90.

Its vital statistics are: posted at Clarence Town in the Hunter Valley on 18 May 1859,
transmitting Sydney on 19 May; addressed to Mr Stephen Penfold in Sacramento City
(inland from San Francisco), California and prepaid one shilling and ninepence.

Shortly after I acquired this cover I noticed a similar lot in a Cherrystone Stamp Center
auction in New York. A successful bid made the second cover mine. It is dated five
years later than its compatriot, posted in Clarence Town on 16 June 1864, transmitting
Sydney on the 17 June. By this time Mr. Penfold had moved to El Monte in California,
this is now in the centre of the Los Angeles conurbation. Postage remained at one
shilling and ninepence.

The final member of the trio was found at a stamp fair which are ubiquitous events
every weekend in north America. Actually I passed the cover up the first time because
it was damaged. Fortunately a second opportunity arose some twelve months later by
which time I had acquired the two covers described above. I needed no urging to
purchase it the second time around!

It is the youngest of the three, being posted in Clarence Town on 12 April 1865. Mr
Penfold was still in El Monte but this time the postage was prepaid at one shilling and
twopence. Why the difference? That is part of the fascination of postal history - different
routes and different rates. The thircf cover was not carried across the Pacific but
traversed the Indian Ocean and Mediterranean Sea to England and from there across
the Atlantic to North America.Perhaps it is time to recap a little. In John White's The
Postal history of New South Wales 1788-1901 the first contract for trans-Pacific mail was
not until 1866, courtesy of the New Zealand government and it was not until 1870
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Figure 1 Covers sent from New South Wales to California _
top in May 1859, centre June 1864 & bottom April 1865
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that a regular packet service commenced between Sydney and San Francisco. All three
letters predate these services. Prior to the official trans-Pacific mail service to San
Francisco, all mail was carried by private ships. Normally such mail was routed via the
United Kingdom on the P & 0 service. Until 1865 rates to the United States (basically
what is now the eastern USA) and California were different.

In the case of the first two letters the postal clerk had to make several decisions. First the
rate was determined as equivalent to the rate via Southampton to California which was
introduced on 20 January 1957. This was one shilling ana eightpence halfpenny. But
New South Wales did not have halfpenny stamps so the charge was rounded up. Next a
decision had to be made as to whether or not to send the letter across the Pacific or via
Southampton. Presumably if there was a sailing to San Francisco then that route was
chosen in the belief that it would be quicker. It was, marginally. The first letter took 113
days, the second 123 and the third (via Southampton) took 140 days.

By the time the third letter had been posted the California and United States rates had
become the same. The rate of one shilling and twopence via Southampton was first
introduced on 1 January 1855 and lasted until 1870. The letter was carried on the P & 0
steamer 'Bombay' to Gille, Ceylon and then by the 'Candia' to Suez and the 'Ellora'
through the Mediterranean to Southampton.

That concludes the Australian story for the three covers - all pretty, all interesting all
now reunited in one place to demonstrate the fascination of the mails.
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BOOK REVIEWS
AUSTRALIAN TELEGRAPH FORMS & ENVELOPES BY BARBARA HANCOCK

This study was published in January 1991. The two volumes contain over 400 pages
with hundreds of illustrations of telegraph forms and envelopes together with seIected
reproductions of telegraphic equipment and staff. It is no exaggeration to say that the
publication is a landmark in its field. Barbara Hancock deserves the highest praise; the
research, illustrations and readability are excellent. In the introductions the authoress
states that she only commenced her study of the field in 1989, to produce the finished
text in less than two years is enviable. In addition, Barbara typed the text, designed the
layout and carried out the printing!

Telegraph forms and envelopes are Cinderella items but their close links to the colonial
and federal post offices, until their transfer to Telecom in 1975,·gives the subject
philatelic respectability. The telegraph system ceased in August 1988 when it was
replaced by Australia Post's electronic lettergrams. There is little doubt that the
'stamped' telegraph forms of the colonies are acceptable postal stationery items, the
telegraph stamps fully fledged revenues and some of the envelopes, eg the free franks
of Victoria, have a place in postal history collections. The telegraph forms with stamp
impressions were issued by Victoria (1873),WA (1879), Queensland (1882) and NSW
(1894). None were popular and all are scarce items, the same is true of the WA
telegraph stamps of 1879.

The NSWTelegraph Stamps, used for only a month in 1871, present a fascinating story
as do the 'postage' overprints of high value NSW revenue stamps in 1885. The latter
were almost exclusively used for the payment of telegram charges. The popular field of
perfins also has its links to telegrams, see the article by John Grant in Capi t al
Philately for February 1991.

All these topics are covered in Barbara's study. However the majority of the text is taken
up with the description and discussion of telegram forms and envelopes. These date
from the installation, in March 1854, of the first telegraph line from Melbourne to
Williamsfield (in Victoria). By 1858 Sydney was linked to Melbourne and Adelaide and
in 1872, the overland telegraph line to Darwin connected Australia with Great Britain.

The publication presents a detailed account for NSW and for the Commonwealth
period (1?ost-1917)based on the exhaustive study of Australia Post and other archives.
The sections on the other colonies are limited to an outline description with the hope
that other researchers in those states will complete the work. The second volume is
devoted entirely to the Commonwealth period. The detail on greetings telegrams and
envelopes is especially valuable - the first greetings telegrams were for Christmas 1929
with a commemorative issue for the opening of the Sydney Harbour Bridge in 1932.

Both Barbara Hancock and the Cinderella Society of Australasia (CSA) are to be
congratulated on the production of this study. It is CSA publication No 5. Australian
Telegram forms and Envelopes is available from:

Cinderella Stamp Club of Australasia, PO Box889, Chatswood NSW 2057
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The cost (for the two volumes) is $38.00, plus $6.00 for postage and packing to the ACT.
The price is $33.00 (plus postage) for CSA members. The price for orders of five or more
copies is $30.00 each (plus postage). Why not join now, at $10.00 per year you save $3.00
straight away. Your subscription will help support the publication of more works of
this Kind.

Dingle Smith

BANANA LEVY- WHAT'S NEW?

Dingle Smith

The Queensland issues for fruit and vegetable levies are among the most esoteric of
Australian revenue stamps. For those philatelists whose interest are restricted to
postage stamps these issues are regarded as at the lunatic fringe. The levy stamps were
Issued in the 1940's and withdrawn in 1961 after a High Court decision that they were
unconstitutional, see Craig (1982). Examples are rare and no full listing of issued values
has yet appeared although the archival proofs are described by Elsmore (1988).

A particularly interesting example was recently shown to me by Ed Druce. This is
illustrated below and is the first recorded overprint on these issues. The basic stamp is
the 6d Banana Levy, roughly perforated 13, but it has been overprinted, apparently
with a rubber hand stamp, 'vegetable' and the word 'Levy' added in manuscript. The
likely explanation is that there was a shortage of the vegetable stamps and surplus
banana values were used. The stamp is also unusual in that it is printed on security
paper which reads 'Queensland Duty', see below. The levy stamps are normally on
unwatermarked paper. The same collection of banana stamps included other unused
values (1d, 3d and 6d) on gummed rouletted paper. Additionally the 1d rouletted
values were in two colours, dark blue and turquoise, with the 3d value in purple and in
bistre. These could be proofs but this is unlikely as they do not correspond to the listing
produced by Elsmore. Do you have any of these, if so let Capital Philately know?

Craig, W.D. 1982. The revenue stamps of Queensland. Revenue and Railstamp
Publications.

Elsmore, D. 1988. Queensland revenue proofs. Cinderella Stamp Club of Australia.

Security paper, 'vegetable' overprint & rouletted example
lactual size)
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