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EDITORIAL

The Australian Philatelic Order became reality in Canberra at an inaugural dinner held at
Parliament House on Friday 17th March. The Order of Fellow was presented to John Gartner and
to Nelson Eustis, both doyens of Australian philately of international fame. Between them, John
and Nelson have well over a hundred years of active philatelic endeavour and association with
organised philately. The dinner was a formal occasion in the stately setting of the Senate Alcove
dining room and attended by well known local and national philatelic glitterati.

For many philatelists however, the significance and background to the Australian Philatelic Order
will still be little known. The concept was initiated by the Australian Philatelic Federation (APF).
The basic motivation was that Australia was unusual in the philatelic world in that it had no form
of national recognition for its outstanding contributors. This contrasts with many comparable
overseas countries, as well as the Royal Philatelic Society of London, that have a roll of
distinguished philatelists. After much debate the APF, composed of State and Territory
representatives, drew up the rules and conditions that govern underpin the Australian awards.
There are two classes, the higher of which is Fellow of the Order (FAP) and the lower, Member
of the Order (MAP). The actual award is a medal based on the design of the impressed stamp on
the New South Wales letter sheet of 1838, the world's first item of stamped postal stationery and
therefore with a serious claim to be the world's first postage stamp. The medal ribbons for the
FAP are red, blue and green (the colours of the Sydney Views issue of 1850) and orange, lilac and
blue (the colours of the Victorian half lengths a little later in 18501) for the MAP. There is also a
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miniature lapel badge of the same design. The medals and badges were on view at Parliament
House, the design and manufacture are of the highest quality.

The APF has also drawn up a series of criteria in order to assess the standing of possible
recipients. The aim is to give credit for a range of philatelic services and prowess. The categories
include services to organised philately at local, state, national and international levels; for
philatelic study, research and judging and for promotion and dissemination of the hobby. The
latter includes writing, and editing and all forms of teaching and promotion including junior clubs
and the like. There is no question that both Fellows and Members will have to demonstrate all
facets of the' compleat' philatelist. The number of awards in any given year will be limited.

I am sure others will share my earlier opinion that the institution of such a system of honours is, in
some undefined way, not quite in the Australian tradition. However, as someone fortunate enough
to have attended the inaugural dinner my views have now tipped in favour of the innovation. The
positive features are the recognition of years of dedicated effort of those selected and the clear
intent that future members (FAPs or MAPs) will also have made a significant contribution to all
aspects of our hobby in Australia. It is good to publicly recognised such effort. The Orders
perhaps mirror a little too closely the long established British awards for public service (OBEs,
MBEs and CBE's) and their more recent Australian equivalents. It is also clear, although the rules
governing the awards are lengthy and superficially over-bureaucratic, that the aim is to reward
genuine effort and dedication and to combine philatelic excellence with other major contributions
to the hobby.

In this context I remember the alarm in our own Society when competitive exhibitions were
introduced after several decades of non-competition. Those against the competitive approach
were of the opinion that it would create dissatisfaction over the judging of displays. In practice,
the first competitive exhibits at the Second National Convention became the stimulus for many
members of the Society to exhibit for the first time and to go on achieve high awards at national
and international level. The entry of four postal stationery exhibits in the forthcoming international
exhibition in Helsinki from Society members can be traced directly to the first Society show, at a
much more modest level, in 1982. I also remember, in the early 1980s, attending a Society
Council meeting where it was seriously proposed that we apply for the prefix of 'Royal' to be
added to our society title. As a newly arrived chum from Britain I was amazed at the interest and
enthusiasm for such a suggestion - I doubt it would receive so much support today!

Inaugural awards are always easy to select without argument as to the worthiness of the
recipients. The problem of maintaining this over the years, in an consistent way, is more difficult
but it seems that the APF has seriously addressed this problem.

So, hearty and sincere congratulations to John and Nelson from our Society. May the Australian
Philatelic Order prosper and remain, as is intended, a respected recognition by Australian philately
to those who have laboured long and hard to improve and promote our hobby.
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AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PHILATELY OF THE SUDAN

John Gibson

This account is based on a display presented to the Society on 2nd March 1995. The illustrations
are a very small sample of the sheets shown to members on that occasion. The Society thanks
John Gibson for the display and for making available a short written account of the philatelic
history of the Sudan. Ed

The Sudan is the largest country in Africa and as an entity did not exist until the early part of the
nineteenth century. Prior to 1820, the Nile valley south of Egypt was ruled by a number of
independent sultanates, the most important of which were based at Sennar and Shedi. In 1820
Mehement Ali, the Khedive of Egypt, invaded the heartland of the Sudan and made it an Egyptian
colony. The area of Egyptian control was pushed westward into what is now Chad, and, under the
Khedive Ismail in the 1860s, expanded eastward with the acquisition of the ports of Suakin and
Massawa. During this period the territory controlled by Egypt was extended much further to the
south by Baker and Gordon who were employed by the Khedive for this purpose. The acquisition
of a large area in the south populated by Africans who were largely despised by the Arab
Sudanese of the north has had tragic consequences for the country since 1956.

Prior to 1867 there was no established postal system in the Sudan and letters to and from the
region are very rare. The earliest known cover was written by Bishop Ignatz Knoblecher in
Khartoum on 2nd April 1852 and privately carried overland to the Austrian post office at
Alexandria, thence to Trieste and Vienna to its destination, see Figure 1 (overleaf).

A revolt against Egyptian rule was initiated by a religious leader, known to us as the Mahdi, and
commenced in 1882. In 1884, following successes by the Mahdi, General Charles Gordon was
sent to Khartoum to evacuate the Egyptian garrisons. By that stage Egypt had virtually become a
British protectorate and the British government did not want to become involved in fighting a war
in the Sudan. Gordon did not carry out his instructions and Khartoum was surrounded by Madhist
forces. Gordon appealed to the British government to send a force to relieve Khartoum but his
request was not met until it was too late. Khartoum fell on the 26th January 1885 and Gordon
was killed together with many thousands of Egyptian troops at Khartoum and in other garrisons
throughout the Sudan. For the time being the government withdrew the relief expedition and
maintained garrisons only at Wadi Halfa and Suakin in order to prevent the Madhi's form ofIslam
from spreading into Egypt, or across the Red Sea. Gordon became a folk hero in his homeland
and avenging his death was one of the motives for the campaign of reconquest some thirteen years
later.

In the 1880s and 1890s the scramble for Africa was in full swing. In 1893 an eminent hydro-
engineer by the name of Prompt gave a lecture in Paris in which he showed how control of the
water of the upper reaches of the Nile meant the ability to dominate Egypt. This repeated the
earlier views of Samuel Baker in 1876. The French government began expanding its control of the
territory south of the Sahara and the Marchand expedition set out in November 1895 with the
objective of expanding French control to the upper reaches of the White Nile. This was
unacceptable to the British government and, in 1896, the reconquest began. The campaign was

35



Capital Philately

well planned and involved the building of a railway to avoid the transport problems caused by the
cataracts on the Nile. By September 1898 the campaign was over.

vrCl11U.\TUS APOSTOLICUS
AFRICAE CENTRALIS

Figure 1 Letter from Bishop Ignatz Knoblecher, Khartoum to Austria, 1852. Private carriage
overland to the Austrian post office at Alexandria, then via Trieste and Viennna to the addessee.

The back markings are also illustrated, size of cover and markings is reduced.

The Sudan became a Condominium, on paper jointly controlled by Britain and Egypt. However,
the Governor-general and most senior posts in the government were appointed by Britain. The
Sudan was virtually run from the Foreign Office which meant that British civil servants in the
Sudan spent their whole careers there without transfer from colony to colony. This resulted in a
higher standard of administration. The country became independent in 1956.

Philately of the Egyptian Period is difficult. Many cancellations are unrecorded on cover and a
number of towns had post offices for which cancellations are not known. Their existence is known
only because of the interpostal seals issued by Egypt prior to 1890. The first post offices were
opened at the Red Sea ports of Suakin and Massawa in 1867. Their first cancellations were in the
form of an undated intaglio seal. The intaglio seal and early circular datestamps for Suakim are
illustrated in Figure 2. In 1873 post offices opened at Khartoum and three other towns on the
Nile, namely Berber, Dongola and Wadi Halfa. A number of smaller offices opened a few years
later, these included Kassala and Gedarif, but were closed as the Mahdists extended their sphere
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of influence. There were no post offices at all in the Mahdist empire and until the reconquest the
Egyptian post office only operated at Wadi Halfa and Suakin.

Figure 2 The intaglio seal used at Suakim in 1867
and the datestamps 1868-1872 (middle) and 1872-1880 (bottom).

The Nile campaign of 1884-85 produced some interesting military covers. The available number
increased considerably in 1954 when two families sold correspondence from Burn Murdock and
Gore-Anley, junior officers who served in the campaign. During the campaign the Egyptian post
office opened offices at Korti and Tani, the postmarks are only seen on soldier mail. In 1884-85
there was also military activity close to Suakin which involved troops from Egypt, Britain, India
and New South Wales. Philatelically the reconquest was not as interesting but it did produce a
military travelling post office. There was no censorship and, as the army moved south, post offices
were opened in the larger towns. Early in this campaign the first stamps for the Sudan were issued
and in 1898 the camel postman made his appearance.
An interesting byway of the philately of the Sudan is the use of adhesive stamps to pay for
telegraph charges. The first were overprinted TEL (to indicate telegraph usage) on the provisional
issue, already overprinted with 'Soudan' in English and Arabic, on Egyptian definitives. The
telegraph stamps first appeared in July 1897, the overprint was stamped by hand and is known
both inverted and doubled. Examples are shown in Figure 3.

The telegraph overprints were replaced in 1898 and 1809 by a new series of military telegraph
stamps. Individual stamps has a central perforation so that one portion could be affixed to the
telegraph form and the other used as a receipt. Examples of these, together with a used military
telegraph form (dated 25 September 1899) and a government telegraph form (19 February 1903),
are illustrated in Figure 4.
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Figure 3 Telegraph handstamped overprints of 1897, lower blocks inverted and some double.

The camel postman design has proved most popular and is still used for the top values of the
current definitives. As the country had a shared administration, it was appropriate that the stamp
design was neutral and related exclusively to the Sudan. The Sudan also issued pictorial postage
dues and the design was related to the 1895-98 campaign. The stamps feature a paddle streamer
adapted for use as a gunboat and continued in use to the 1980s, the final issue was on the
republic's 'rhinoceros badge' watermarked paper.

SUDAN MIliTARY TELEGRAPHS. .'."
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Figure 4 Military telegraph stamps of 1888/9, mint and used on telegraph forms (size reduced).
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The Sudan has always pursued a conservative stamp issuing policy. The definitives of 1962 lasted
until 1991 but with many changes of shade and paper. Some ten years after the initial issue the
perforations were changed, these were only discovered in used condition some years after their
release. They are extremely rare used and it is possible that there are no mint examples in
existence. An unusual use of the postage stamps occurred in 1942 when 60,000 copies of the 3
millieme value were overprinted 'NOT VALID FOR POSTAGE', see Figure 5. These overprinted
stamps were used to assist with a shortage of one millieme coins in the Nyala District of Dafur
Province. The gum was removed before the stamps were used as currency. In recent years
inflation has caused problems, this has led to the overprinting and re-valuing of postage stamps.
Last year an airmail letter to a foreign country had a base rate of 40 pounds, today it would be
150 pounds or, in terms of the new currency, 15 Dinars.

Figure 5 The 3 millieme value overprinted in 1942 as use for currency

Needless to say, a country of this size is very popular with postal historians. The interests and
challenges are the early, difficult period when Egyptian stamps were used, the nineteenth century
campaigns, travelling post offices, used abroad, World War II and the postal history of the post
offices from 1897.

Continued from facing page
AIf and June have recently celebrated just over twenty-one years of retirement. It is clear that AIf
has gained immense satisfaction from philately especially as a pastime when adverse health means
one is confined to home. His enthusiasm for the hobby remains undimmed, last year AIf provided
the impetus that added a cinderella study group to the Society'S program for 1995. His philatelic
interests and excitement have all been during his retirement years. One is led to wonder if
organised philately should spend more time on promoting the hobby to seniors rather than its
concentration upon juniors. AIf certainly does his best to foster the former.
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MEMBER PROFILE - ALF DAVIS

The first profile was for a member who first joined the Society as a junior, the second is for Alf
Davis whose major interest in the hobby was after his retirement. In prosperous leafy suburban
Canberra, it comes as a surprise to learn of the early life of some of our senior citizens. Alf was
born in a hotel, managed by his father, in Subiaco. The construction of the now famous Subiaco
Oval, before the First World War, interfered with groundwater flows and caused flooding of the
hotel and his father to move inland to clear land for farming at North Bundeen. Soon after, Airs
mother took her young family to join their father. Their home was remote, drinking water was
carted from the nearest railway station some twenty miles away. Life was hard with
accommodation under canvas. Conditions mirror those described in the well-known
autobiography by Albert Facey Afortunate life, much of which as based on experiences in the
same region only a few years earlier. On his return to Perth, Alf left school at thirteen, to work in
Boan's department store. At eighteen he purchased a very old Chevrolet 460 which enabled him to
take his now invalid mother to the beach and on holiday. His first visit east, to Sydney, was in
1938 to a sports carnival and on his return he visited Melbourne where he was offered
employment. Soon after taking this up he volunteered for the army, as an acting sergeant in the
artillery. He had earlier been a member of the militia in WA, his choice of the artillery was that it
afforded the opportunity to ride horses which he could not otherwise afford!

The story of Airs war service is rich and varied. Service in the Middle East, where his regiment
fired the first Australian shells of the WWII at the battle ofBardia, evacuation to Greece and then
to Crete and back to Egypt. On his return to Australia, in 1943, he transferred to the RAAF
Regiment after completing a brief officers' training course. After a period in Darwin, his war
service finished in Borneo where, in 1945, he participated in the last battle involving Australian
forces. With the end of the war he returned to Melbourne and married June

Airs interest in stamp collecting started with the acquisition of the collection of June's father. This
lay neglected for some years but then Alf sorted and catalogued it prior to sale in a Melbourne
auction. His philatelic appetite wetted he then commenced a thematic collection of paintings and
artists and a related study of the visual arts. Alf and June moved, in 1976, to Canberra where he
soon joined the Society. He then commenced a collection of Albania, a real challenge and
prompted by an article on that country in the Canberra Times. This was the subject for his
competitive display at a Third Canberra Convention in 1984. This first display was a single frame
and received a certificate of merit. It then progressed in size and quality to a Silver at Cuppex in
Perth in 1987. Without fear of contradiction one can say that this is highest award for an Albanian
exhibition ever achieved in Australia! After eight years the collection was sold at Robson Lowe's
in London, Alf considers that he broke even on costs and sale but gained immeasurably in
enjoyment.

Other collecting interest are GB strike mail and consular stamps. Airs tenacity in following the
difficult areas of philatey led him to uncover hitherto unrecorded information on the wine and
spirit cinderellas stamps of New South Wales, an account was later published in Cinderellas
Australasia.

Continued at foot of page 39.
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REINTRODUCTION OF STAMPED POSTCARDS BY NEW ZEALAND

Ian McMahon

In 1980 New Zealand withdrew stamped postcards from general sale as a result of declining
usage, although postcards continued to be used for the pictorial datestamp service. On 16 August
1994, New Zealand released s set of pictorial postcards in conjunction with the wild animals issue
of adhesive stamps. A second set of postcards was issued on 22 February 1995 in conjunction
with the night lights issue. Both sets of postal cards were available mint or used as maximum
cards with the appropriate cancelled stamps on the reverse. Like the Australia Post maximum
cards, the New Zealand ones can still be used for postage. They were non-denominated and paid
postage to anywhere in the world at the postcard rate. The 'stamp area' is inscribed 'POST PAID'
together with 'No postage required if posted anywhere in New Zealand'. In addition the cards had
the New Zealand Post' Stamps' logo on the front.

The wild animals card had full colour pictures on the reverse and featured the same animals as the
adhesive stamps: polar bear, zebra, african elephant, siberian tiger, lion, giraffe, giant panda,
spider monkey, hippopotamus and white rhinoceros. The cards sold at $10 for a set of maximum
cards and $5.50 for a set of postcards. A set of six postcards were issued for the night scenes
series. These featured a view of the cities that were illustrated on the accompanying adhesives on
the reverse of the card: Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, Rotorua and Queenstown.
They were sold for $8.10 as postcards and $9.75 as maximum cards.

A third set of six will be released on 3 May 1995 in conjunction with the Maori Language issue.
These will feature full colour pictures of Maoris on the reverse of the card to match the subject of
the adhesive stamps: Treasure Language Nest, Sing to Awaken the Spirit, Acquire Knowledge

Through Stories, The Welcoming Call, Recite the Genealogies That Link People, Tell the Love of
The People.

spider monkey
(Number 3 ill a set of 10)

NO postage stamp reQuired il
posted in New Zealand

I I I
TO:

New Zealand Pose ~
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THE POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA

Recent years have seen an increase in interest in all aspects of postal stationery collecting. This is
noticeable in our Society as well as elsewhere in Australia and overseas. On example is the Great
Australian Stationery Challenge (GASC), the brain child of are our own Ed Druce. This
comprises over twenty collectors throughout Australia who have accepted the challenge to take
up a new postal stationery collecting interest for exhibition in early 1996. The list of collectors has
now closed but the challenges, which must represent a new collecting interest and be of the
modern period, include Pakistan, Indonesia, Thailand and (used) Australian illustrated post cards.
Apart from the GASC, the postal stationery of the Australian States and the of the
Commonwealth period offer a wide range of material and, for the specialist, the excitement of
additional research. With the possible exception of Western Australia, the postal stationery of the
Australian States is far from fully researched.

Thus it is a special pleasure to announce the formation of a new society for Australian postal
stationery collectors. This is THE POSTAL STATIONERY SOCIETY OF AUSTRALIA.

The initial office bearers are Ian McMahon as Convenor and Judy Kennett as Secretary/Treasurer.
There are also convenors in each of the State and Territories (except for the Northern Territory).
The initial annual subscription is a very modest $10.00 and Ian or Judy would be delighted to
either receive your subscription or provide further information. It is intended that the membership
will be nationwide and while it is an Australian society members interests need not be confined to
Australia.

With a geographically dispersed membership there is the need for a journal and it is intended that
there will be four issues a year, the first will appear in about May of this year, with the deadline
for the second issue at the end of August. Ian McMahon, who is the foundation editor, would be
delighted to hear from any potential contributors. The title of the journal has been decided and it
is The Postal Stationery Collector - Journal of the Postal Stationery Society of Australia. As the
subscription includes all issues of the journal, the $10.00 is even more of a bargain! Initially the
journal will have a modest form of production but that does not mean that the quality of the
articles is of any less significant.

It is hoped that meetings of the Postal Stationery Society of Australia will be held at all national
and state level exhibitions. It is likely that our own Society's postal stationery study group will act
as a local branch although any of our own members would be welcome regardless or not of their
membership of the new Society.

So I encourage you to speak or write to Ian or Judy, find out more about the new Society and
then find $10.00 to become a founder member. You do not need to be a specialist, an interest in
postal stationery is enough. The contact addresses are:

Convenor/Editor: Ian McMahon, PO Box 783, Civic Square, ACT 2608
Secretary/Treasurer Judy Kennett, PO Box 260, Jamison, ACT 2614.

Dingle Smith
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NEW SOUTH WALES REVENUES PART 6
LOW DENOMINATIONS STAMP DUTY ISSUES

Dingle Smith

Part 1 to 5 in this series describing New South Wales revenues have concentrated upon
the major issues of adhesive stamp duties from the first/ in 1865/ to the King Edward
series which lasted until 1929. However/ during this period a number of low value
denomination stamps were released. The first of these/ shown in Figure 1, was the Id of
1865. This stamp was initially typographed but changed to lithographic production/ it
was withdrawn in 1872 (see Capital Philately vol. 10, no. 1, p. 5-9). The stamp was
completely different in design to the higher denominations of the long set, also issued
in 1865.This set the pattern for New South Wales duty stamps until 1929.Throughout
this period the low value denominations were often completely different in design to
the long sets of higher values. This account describes the low value denominations from
1872to 1929.

Figure 1The 1d duty stamp of 1865

The majority of these low value revenue stamps are relatively common and have
attracted very little interest. The majority post-date the detailed accounts of Basset Hull
and the only detailed account is the listing of Osborn (1983),this account relies heavily
on that source. The low values were grouped by Osborn as follows:

1872-1875
1880-18~2
1881-1909
1915
1917-1929

1d and 2d,
3d and 9d,
1d/ za. 3d and 9d.

1/2d
Id and 2d.

Third Series
Third Series
Fourth Series
Sixth Series
Sixth Series

The halfpenny value of 1915was described in an addendum (dated 1984)to the original
Osborn listing of 1983.He ascribed it to the Sixth Series although, as will be discussed
below, it does not easily fit into the original classification.

The denominations, listed above, were low values not included in the long sets
described in the early parts of this series. Why New South Wales adopted this approach
is unknown

1872-75& 1880-82- The Third Series
The four denominations, that together comprise the Third Series, are based on a single
new design. The background to the issue is fully described by Basset Hull (p. 96, 1923).
The design, by Bell, is similar to the 1865 design that it replaced but with the size
reduced to that of the stamps used for normal postage. Thomas Richards, the
Government Printer informed the Treasurer that the new plate was complete and ready
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for use on 21 June 1872.The Govenunent Gazette of 2 July contained a notice, dated 27
June, that the issue of the new one penny duty stamp would be on 1 August 1872.The
stamp was described as follows:

...[a] Profile of Queen Victoria, to the left, on plain tinted ground. Solid circular band in
which is inscribed in white letters 'New South Wales Stamp Duty'. Crown above band
on solid ground. 'One Penny' inscribed in white letters on scroll under band. Outer
spaces filled in with fine network. Colour, mauve, 108 stamps on the sheet. Watermark
'N.S.W'

The description in the Gazette was unusually detailed. Basset Hull (1923)notes that' ..
this is the most complete official description of a stamp that I have ever seen', An
imperforate proof block of four of the one penny duty stamps, in the issued colour, on
thin unwatennarked paper is illustrated in Figure 2.

Figure 2 Proof block of the 18721d duty stamp in mauve on unwatermarked paper.

The format was of two panes, each of 54 stamps, arranged in nine rows of six stamps;
the panes were side by side. Marginal inscriptions include TR <the initials of Thomas
Richards) in white letters on a coloured circular ground. Fulcher (1921)gives the letters
as IR, likely because as a British writer he was not aware of the name of the
Govenunent Printer! The stamps are perforated 12.5 (12.5,13 in Osborn). The sheet
contains fifty impressions of NSW (Type 1) watermark. The watermark is sideways and
each stamp only shows a portion of the design. Both Basset Hull and Fulcher agree that
unwatermarked copies are due to the mismatch between the size of the stamp and the
watermark, ie. unwatennarked paper was not used. Basset Hull reports that
approximately 2.5 million of the one pelmy duty stamps were printed between June
1872and June 1874.

It~!~~
LlIINE"fENGK"}

Figure 3 The 2d, 3d and 9d surcharges of the Third Series
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It is important to ntoe that stamp duties were abolished in New South Wales from 1
January 1875 until 30 June 1880. Unfortunately the detailed accounts of New South
Wales revenue stamps given by Bassett Hull cease with the 1872issue. The 1d stamps,
pre-1875 and post-1880, were printed on paper of differing shades pf bue, grey and
white.

With the re-introduction of stamp duties the 1d value was re-issued in orange. The
same plate was also used to produce the 2d, 3d and 9d values (Figure 3) that were
missing from the Queen Victoria long set of revenues. The 2d was overprinted on the 1d
value in bistre, the 3d on the 1d value in rose and the 9d on the 1d in green. The sheet
format, and watermark were identical to that for the 18721d value, described above.

1881-1909- The Fourth Series
This set comprises the original 1872 1d value (still in orange) and new designs for the
2d, 3d and 9d values. The design and the dies were produced in London by De La Rue,
the plates and printing were undertaken by the New South Wales Government Printer
in Sydney. A proof of the die for the 9d value, dated 15 June 1880 and mounted die
proofs for all three values are illustrated in Figure 4. The dates of issue are not recorded
and are therefore based on the earliest known datestamps. Fulcher (1921) proposed
1881 for the 2d and 1882 for the 3d and 9d values. The dated proof in suggests that an
issue date in 1881is more likely for the 9d.

'I ~ JUn. GO

Figure 4 Top: dated die proof of the 9d value from De la Rue records.
Bottom: mounted die proofs of the 2d, 3d and 9d values of the Fourth Series.

The watermarks, paper and perforations duplicate the pattern described for the
corresponding long revenues (see Capital Philaielu, vol. 12, no. 2, p.41-45). The
watermark changed in about 1894from NSW Type 1 to NSWType 2, the difference are
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often difficult to distinguish. The perforations present a bewildering range, both single
line and comb, and in a large number of combinations. Osborn (1983,p.2-8) presents a
table of nineteen perforation combinations for the four values. This is further sub-
divided by NSW Types 1 and 2 watermarks! The 2d value is known, from about 1901,
on Crown over NSW watermark paper but is rare.

Stamps of the Fourth Series are known overprinted specimen, this is unusual for
revenue stamps of New South Wales and examples have not been seen by the author.
The issue of the K.Edward long revenue stamps in 1909 include 1d, 2d, 3d, and 9d
denominations and the stamps of the Fourth Series were withdrawn.

1915The Sixth Series - The Halfpenny
The halfrenny stamp, Figure 5, is an enigma. Its inclusion in the Sixth Series was a
matter 0 convenience, it did not fit the established classification A further problem is
that none of the standard stamp duty rates required a halfpenny value. For what
purpose then, was the stamp issued?

Figure 5 The halfpenny duty stamp and the one pelmy design on card.

Clues can, however, be found elsewhere in Osborn's account. he states (Osborn, 1983, p.
2-18)that:

...a tax on each horse-racing bet was first introduced by the Finance (Taxation) Act 1915.
A notice in the New South Wales Government Gazette of 22 December 1915 advises that
effective 1 January 1916 the rate of tax would be a halfpenny for bets made in any part of
the race course other than the saddling paddock, and one/enny for bets made in the
saddling paddock. These rates were increased to Ld and 2 respectively by N04 of the
1917 (assented to 17 September 1917).

A likely hypothesis is that the halfpenny duty stamp was to pay the horse racing betting
tax. If this is correct, the half penny stamp would have been affixed to the betting ticket.
This is further confirmed by the use of the same design, but with a one penny
denomination, on the earliest known betting tickets with a printed tax stamp (as
opposed to an adhesive). All later betting tickets had the stamp, of differing designs and
vaIues, incorporated into the printed betting ticket. The one penny printed design, on
thin card and cut from.the betting ticket, is also shown in Figure 5. Final corroboration
of this hypothesis is that all of the used halfpenny stamps seen in used condition (about
five!) are cancelled by a thick crayon line of the kind applied to betting tickets.

All the half penny adhesive stamps seen are perforated 11.5/12 and are watermarked
with a sideways Crown over NSW. However, these are significant differences in the
size of the perforated stamps. The date of issue is a surmise but was likely in late 1915
in order to supply the needs of bookmakers on 1 January 1916.

A most useful guide to New South Wales archival material is given in Peck (1987).The
author has, to date, not had the opportunity to view these. Included in Peck's lsiting of
the of 'Miscellaneous Vehicle Register' of the New South Wales Government Printer is
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a reference (MVR.f.70)to halfpenny betting tickets. This next stage of investigation may
finally disentangle the enigma.

1917-1929- The Sixth Series 1d and 2.
The Ld and 2d values, illustrated in Figure 6, are common stamps of an
unprepossessing design. However, they exhibit interesting variations. Osborn
postulates that these were issued, as replacements for the equivalent long series
K.Edward values, as a wartime measure to save watermarked paper. They were first
issued sometimes in 1917, based on dated copies, and in the first two years exhibited
variations in paper, shade and watermark; the perforations however, remained
constant, at 12 x 11.5 throughout. The variations are thought to reflect war-time
shortages and occur in other Australian stamp issues in that period. The first issues
were on white unsurfaced paper and watermarked Crown over A. This was followed
by a period when a security undeprint was used to replace the watermark, doubtless
because of the unavailability of watermarked paper. The underprint is shown, at actual
size, in Figure 6. This usually extends over two stamps and is most easily seen on the Id
red values. It is not uncommon for the underprint to be inverted. The 2d value is also
known without watermark or security underprint. In 1918, until the issue was
withdrawn in 1929,the watermark standardised on the NSW Type 2.

Figure 6 The Id and 2d of the Sixth Series and NSW security underprint.

A further complication is that the 2d value is known in two forms, they differ in the
length of wording TWO PENCE. The first style measures 13mm and the second 12mm.
The latter was introduced in about 1922and replaced the shorter form.

These low value stamp duty denominations are relatively common but can provide a
fascinating study for those patient enough to carefully check perforations and
watermarks. Much of the information presented above is based on the painstaking
attention to detail of late Denis Osborn - a member of the Philatelic Society of Canberra.

To be continued.
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AUSTRALIAN PHILATELIC FEDERATION
POBox 208, Torrens Park, South Aust. 5062.

Replica cards which have been the main source of revenue for the APFare
no longer available from Australia Post. We still have some stock of all but
two cards available. Fill in the form below and send us your cheque for
delivery by return post. Sorry no credit cards.

(USTOMER •••.••••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••.•....•..••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••PHONE•••.•••.........•.•...•..
ADDRESS •••._ •..••••••••..••..•.••••••••.•....••••••••••..•••••••••.•...•••••••••••••••••••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••.••.••...................•••.
............................................................................................................................................................

No TITlE PRICE QTY S
2 Victorian Centenary 1934 $5.00
3 Navigator Series 1934 $5.00
4 King George V Silver Jubilee 1935 $5.00
5 Definitive Portraits H H Queen $5.00
6 South Australian Centy 1936 $5.00
7 Christmas 1957 $5.00
8 1959 Unissued Antarctic Stamps $5.00
9 Dame Nellie Melba $5.00
10 Christmas 1958 S5.00
II Kingsford Smith 1931 $5.00
12 Parliament House Canberra 1927 $5.00
13 Christmas 1959 $5.00
14 The Robes High Values 1938 $5.00
15 I50th Anniversary of New South Wales $5.00
16 Christmas 1960 $5.00
17 Arms 1949 $5.00
18 A I F 1949 $5.00
19 Christmas 1961 $5.00
20 Lyre Bird 1932 $5.00
21 Anzac Commemoration 1935 $5.00
22 Christmas 1962 $5.00
23 Opening of Sydney Harbour Bridge 1932 $5.00
24 Unissued 3YSd Olympic Games 1956 Not Avl.
25 Christmas 1963 $5.00
26 Aboriginal booklet pane $5.00
27 Q E II Coronation $5.00
28 West Australian Swan $5.00
29 Christmas 1974 $5.00
30 Unissued flowers $5.00
31 Koala & Kangaroo $5.00
31 Prime Ministers Booklet $5.00
33 1/6d Air Stamp $5.00

TOTAL QUANTITY AND VALUE

PLUS POSTAGE s PACKING (If applicable) $2.00

TOTAL AMOUNT TO PAY
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Only one stamp magazine provides
the complete coverage "down under"

Stamp ~~R~~

Australasia's
leading magazine

The leader for news
The leader for comment
The leader for circulation
The greatest coverage of Australian
and Pacific news of any Stamp Magazine
in the World

Sample copy, subscriptions and
advertising rates on request.

All major credit cards accepted.

Stamp News Australasia
PO Box 1410,

Dubbo, NSW, 2830, Australia
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