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EDITORIAL

For well over fifty years I have been a self-confessed cricket addict. Therefore, I heartedly welcome
the choice of Sir Donald Bradman as the subject for the first of the Australian Legends series. This
heralds the start if a new theme for the Australia Day issue which commenced in January 1979.
Looking back over the subjects since there is clearly need for a change - there is only so much that
can be done with repetitions of the Australian flag! The same could be said of course, for the
commemorative stamps for the Queen's birthday, a series which started in April 1880. It has always
puzzled me, as a British immigrant, that the Queens birthday is a public holiday in Australia but not
in the United Kingdom which, over recent years, has (at a similar time of the year) celebrated May
Day as a Bank Holiday and does not philatelically commemorate the monarch's birthday!

The portrait of the Don and the portrayal of his fearsome cover drive have been widely extolled in
Australia Post publicity as the first stamps to portray a living Australia. This is certainly not the
case. However, it does raise some fascinating questions as to who was the first living Australian to
be so portrayed. Let me suggest three possibilities for earlier claimants to the title:

· Lieuts. Fysh and McGinness surveying landing sites in northern Australia, 12 November
1969,
· the various named subjects in the Rehabilitation of the Handicapped issue, 2 August 1972,
· anonymous subjects to illustrate various issues

Lieuts.W.H.Fysh and P. McGinness were unable to raise the finance to compete in the Britain-
Australia air race in 1919 but were commissioned by the federal government to survey the Darwin -
Longreach section of the route. One of the three stamps that commemorated the 60th Anniversary
of the England - Australian Flight shows, in silhouette, a model T Ford with the figures of Fysh and
McGinness. In November 1920 they, together with others, were to found the Queensland and
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Northern Territory Air Service (the fore-runner of the modem QUANTAS). Later, as Sir Wilmot,
Hudson Fysh became chairman of the company. He died in Sydney on 6 April 1974, that is five
years after the issue of the stamp. I have been unable to find a date for the death of McGinness and
he too, could possibly be a joint holder of this distinction.

The Rehabilitation issue of 1972 was of three stamps and the names of those portrayed are known
and were published by Australia Post. The 18c value featured Miss Helen Coleborne, an
occupational therapist, instructing Mr Bruce Silk on the use of an artificial arm. Shortly after the
issue of the stamp, in September 1972, they were married.

The third possible group of candidates are people used as models for a variety of stamp designs,
either from the reproduction of photographs or as models for drawings or paintings. Examples that
fall into this category are the Community Welfare stamps of 1980 and the Christmas school nativity
play featured in 1989. Others that could be placed in this category are the impressed stamps on
various pre-stamped envelopes, the Hospice Movement cover of 1990, described by Peter Breitkopf
in Capital Philately August 1996 (vol. 14, nA) is a further example.

The publicity of Australia Post is therefore, wrong. However, this should not detract from the first
of the legends series featuring the Don who I was privileged to see bat in England in the glorious
summer of 1948! It may perhaps be that, to coincide with the international stamps exhibition in
Melbourne in 1999, a philatelic living legend could be selected?

Capital Philately would pleased to publish any further comments on the first living Australian to be
featured on an Australian stamp.

THE AEROGRAMME SOCIETY

It is always a pleasure to announce the formation of a new society, particularly when it is linked to
Australian philately. The latest is the Australian Society, its first newsletter appeared in November
1996. Tom Adami, the Canberra-based editor, describes the aim as 'to project and highlight all
aspects of collecting in this fascinating area of postal stationery and philately. The idea is to
publish informatively and stimulate debate and exchange of aerogramme information'.

As with many specialist societies the main benefit of membership is the newsletter. The first of
these is well presented and has, as the Issue I - feature aerogramme, a study of a used example of
Ethiopian 55c of 1965. In addition, there is an introduction to aerogrammes on the Internet, a
review of recent auction prices and a well illustrated description of new issues worldwide.

The annual subscription for Australian and New Zealand residents is only $AIO.OOfor a projected
four or five numbers of the newsletter per year. Membership subscriptions should be sent to:

The Editor - The Aerogramme Society, PO Box 380, Mitchell, ACT 2911
E-mail enquiresarewelcomed.theeditor.saddressistoma@dynamite.com.au.

Dingle Smith.
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PART 2: PHU,ATELY AND THE INTERNET

Hans Karman
News
The second way of getting information from the world is through NEWS. There are many
thousands of NEWS topics, on all sorts of subjects some of which are very relevant to stamp
collectors. You access NEWS through some method made available to you by your service provider
or through your browser.

You can access any of the very long list of NEWS topics and once you find one of interest you
'subscribe' to it. For NEWS that is a slightly different process than for LISTS: subscribing to a list
puts your E-mail address on a distribution list owned by the list manager somewhere on the
Internet, this usually takes a day or two. Subscribing to NEWS tells your own computer that
whenever you start up your Internet connection you want to be informed of what is new in the
NEWS topic to which you have subscribed. It does not go any further than your computer and is
therefore instantaneous.

You can place information on NEWS just like you can post a message on a list, but a LIST message
goes only to the people on the distribution list, while a NEWS message goes to the world at large,
i.e. to anyone who looks at NEWS for the selected topic.

You access NEWS through your Internet Browser, a program provided by your Access Provider, or
bought from a computer shop. Internet Bowsers used extensively are Netscape, Mosaic and the

. Microsoft Internet Browser built to run with Windows 95.

Starting with NEWS
In NEWS you would start with news:rec.collecting.stamps or news:rec.collecting.postal-history in
which you will find hundreds of collectors talking about various aspects of their hobby.

You can get a complete list of all the topics in NEWS from your browser, in Netscape this is
produced by selecting NEWS and then asking it to Show All Newsgroups. Be careful, this can take a
while since the list is very, very long. You then subscribe to any of the newsgroups that interest you,
and instruct your browser to show you any new items in the news groups to which you subscribe on
every occasion that you start your browser. Be careful: you can quite easily get buried under
mountains of news if you subscribe to too many newsgroups.

The World Wide Web
The third major way of getting to the rest of the world is via the World Wide Web, usually
abbreviated to WWW or W3. This is mostly passive, you look at things but you are not expected to
respond except with 'ooh aah' or sometimes by means provided by the owner of the pages you are
looking at.

There are millions of WWW pages on the Internet. Usually a user starts a WWW page by making
up what is called a 'Home Page'. This is a page of information to get you interested, a sort of title
page. This Home Page is located on the computer of the Access Provider, so that anyone on the
Internet with access to that computer can look at it without needing your computer. Your Access
Provider therefore, has the problem of keeping out intruders, keeping their computer switched on
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24 hours a day and giving (or selling) you space on their computer for your Home Page and all the
other pages you create.

You access through the WWW through an Internet Bowser as for NEWS.

Starting with the Web
The best known starting place for stamp collectors is Joe Luft's Home Page. Joe Luft has been
gathering Web addresses since the year dot, and has assembled many hundreds. They are listed
under the following headings:

1. General Philatelic Resources
2. Philatelic Shows and Societies
3. Postal Authorities
4. Country Specific Resources
5. Down loadable Images
6. Collector's Stamp Pages
7. Commercial Offerings
8. Philatelic Software
9. Philatelic Auctions
10. Other Sites

The beauty of browser programs is that you do not need to concern yourself with the intricacies of
the addresses, as is the case with NEWS. Any Web address referenced somewhere on a Web page is
shown as a link, in Netscape it normally shows as a word or words in blue and underlined. All you
need to do is click on the link and the browser will fill in the correct address and you take it from
there. After a successful jump, the link will change colour, so that you can see if you have followed
that link before. If you like a particular Web page, and think that might want to visit it again, you
use one of the browser options to make a bookmark for the site. Any future visits can then easily
be arranged by opening your list of bookmarks and clicking on the one you want to see.

Joe Luft's address is http://www.execpc.com/~joeluftlresource.html and you should bookmark it on
your first visit. His site grows at a phenomenal rate: in one week (26 July - 4 August) he added over
30 new addresses and the number is not diminishing. Here are some examples:

·Webster Grove Stamp Club (Alan Barasch, United States)
· Swappers and Collectors Pages Banknotes. Coins, phonecards, and new postcards
(Walter & Roberts Onori, Italy)

· Oslo Stamps and Coin Center (Espen Grimstad, Norway)
· Philatelic Publishers (James Bendon, Cyprus)
· Postal History and Post Cards (Mikkel S. Soerensen, Denmark)
· Cinemas on Stamps (Manuel Fructuoso Abellan, Spain)
· Stamp Collecting Page (Mark de Hoo, The Netherlands)
· Stamp Collecting Page (Simon Gregoreie, Slovenia)
· Collector's Club Stamps, Bank Notes, Postal Cards (Patrick Lambla, President,
France)

· Greenland Postal Service.
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As you can see, a truly international community of collectors. Just following up on each week's new
items is a full time job and beyond the resources of anyone collector.

Following links can be very confusing. Each new link involves a jump to another Web Page,
possibly on the other side of the world. If you are not careful, you will quickly lose track of where
you are. Make bookmarks as you go along, so you can get back to the more interesting places,
otherwise you may never be able to find them again! Use the 'Back' and 'Forward' buttons on your
browser to go backwards along your trail of links to check on an earlier entry, then forward to
where you were.

A second easy way of getting a lot of links to information is to use a search. There are dozens of
search engines of various complexity. A simple one to start with is the one your browser uses as a
default. These search engines may have peculiar names, such as 'Yahoo' or 'Lycos', but basically
they all work the same way. They present you with a form on which to you can enter one or more
words, e.g. stamps. You then click the SUBMIT button and wait for the search to return you 10,
100, 1,000 or even 10,000 entries relevant to the words you have entered, with short descriptions.
You can then follow up on any of the more promising ones.

While 'surfing' the Web', watch the clock. It is very easy to spend many hours trying to find some
pay dirt. Mostly there is lots of waiting while 'pretty pebbles' are transmitted across the thousands
of miles. But perseverance pays off, because there are nuggets of gold among it - all you need to do
is find them!

YOUR FAVOURITE DEALER

Write, phone or fax for your free copy of one of our competitive price lists:

1. Australia and Territories
2. Australian States

3. New Zealand and Territories

We stock most brands of albums, catalogues and accessories, you can order them by providing
us with two business days notice prior to one of the Canberra shows which we attend regularly.

We will be at the Canberra Stamp and Postcard Fair, March 8 - 9
and at the Griffin Centre Sunday Shows, April 13, May 11 and June 8.

We also service wants lists and provide professional insurance valuations. we buy and sell
quality stamps and collections, postcards, phonecards and cigarette cards. We accept Bankcard,

Mastercard, Visa, American Express, cheques money orders and (of course!) cash.
Give is a try, you'll be pleasantly surprised by our competitive prices and friendly service.

PO Box 478 Avalon Beach, NSW 2107
Phone: 02 99745707 Fax: 02 99741177
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REGISTERED MAIL: THE FIRST COMMONWEALTH REGISTERED ADHESIVE
STAMP

Ian McMahon

The Australian Commonwealth has, until recently, never issued an adhesive stamp specifically to
pay the registration fee. Such registration stamps were however, issued by Australian States such as
Queensland, New South Wales and Victoria. For example, Queensland issued a non-denominated
stamp in 1860 which sold for 6d.

As a result of changes to the Australian registration system on I October 1996, the Commonwealth
issued its first registration stamp. The new stamp is red and orange, non-denominated, self adhesive
and sold in rolls of 50 at $77.50. The stamp only prepays the internal registration fee, the postage is
paid by the use of additional stamps. The label has a unique barcoded number and a self adhesive
label which the sender can remove for their records. The barcode number begins with 'RP'. While
the stamp is clearly of similar status to the earlier colonial issues, we will have to wait and see if the
stamp appears in the various catalogues.

Besides the prepaid stamp Australia Post has also issued an unpaid registration label which is
similar in design and colour. It can be distinguished by its barcode number which begins with 'RL'
and has no self-adhesive tab. These labels do not prepay the registration fee which must be paid by
stamps. Like the registration 'stamp' they are intended for use only on internal mail and especially
for packages and parcels which are unsuitable for the registered envelopes described below. The
registration fee for each item is $1.80. The two types of registration label, 'RP and 'RL', are
illustrated in Figure 1.

Figure 1 The new undenominated, self adhesive registered stamp with the barcode prefix RP
(complete with sender receipt tab) and the unpaid label, prefix RL, without a sender receipt tab.

In addition to the registration stamp Australia Post has issued four types of registered envelopes,
two for internal use (130 x 240mm for $2.20, 240 x 353mm for $3.20) and two for international
use, these are similar in size to the internal envelopes but cost $8.00 and $14.00 respectively.
Examples of the smaller internal and international registered envelopes are shown in Figure 2. The
envelopes prepay the registration fee and airmail postage (up to 500g) and provide insurance cover
to a maximum of $100.00. These are the first registered envelopes issued by Australia Post since
the late 1960s. Australia Post anticipates that most registered mail will be posted in these envelopes
with international registered mail restricted to use with the international registered envelopes. Items
over 500g, or those that do not fit the envelopes, cannot be sent by international registered mail.
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Figure 2 The smaller internal and international registered mail envelopes, reduced in size.

Options for the internal service include insurance ($1.00 per $100 insured), delivery confirmation
($1.40) and person-to-person delivery ($4.00). Only the delivery confirmation option is available
for international registered maiL The international envelopes cannot be used for sending stamps or
other valuables and if insurance over $100.00 is required the item must be sent as insured mail.

The question has to be asked as to whether the present registration service is the same as the
Security Post service it replaced? Unfortunately, it is not. While the new service requires the sender
to sign for the item and provides proof of sending, it does not treat registered letters separately from
ordinary postal items and, in contrast to Security Post, it does not provide any additional security. In
that sense the new registration service is really a re-named Certified Mail service with the Security
Post service having been abolished.
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Also of interest is the treatment of incoming international registered mail. Australia now adds one
of two labels to each item, either a blue label which states that signature is required or an orange
and red label stating that a signature is required, these two styles are illustrated in Figure 3. I have
yet to discover the basis on which Australia Post decides whether or not a signature is required for
such international registered letters.

Registered '
i'OST "

. . ·iattJl'ati~~al, \ i.tltR1tglster~J·arefterlty
'i"~ ",'.'Signature not required

Lettre Reconnnanda '
Pas ,de $ignatiir~",
, necesaairer}};;,·;/ ~

. ',.... '..~.:. ,",' .:..,,- .

SIGNATURE REOUIRED

R2~Jun'98fi~

Figure 3. The two styles of instruction label used on incoming international registered mail.

Large users of certified mail often print a certified mail 'label' directly onto their envelopes. Such
users will now need to order new stationery with a printed registered mail 'label'. Figure 4
illustrates a cover from Toyota that shows a registered 'label' printed next to an obliterated certified
mail 'label'.

IF UNCLAIMED WITHIN 7 DAYS PLEASE RETURN TO:

TOYOTA MOTOR CORPORATION
AUSTRALIA LTD.
A.e.N. 004384338

P.o. BOX 2006 S, G.P.O, MELBOURNE, 3001

Postage
Paid

Australia

IMPORTANT:.' OPEN IMMEDIATELY - NOT ADVERTISING MATERIAL
I, SAFETY RELATED RECALL NOTICE

?o,

Figure 4 A printed certified mail label, obliterated
and replaced with a printed registered label (reduced size).
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NEWSPAPER TAX IN VAN DIEMEN'S LAND 1827·1829

Dingle Smith

The scope and imagination of governments to raise revenue through the imposition of taxes are
almost boundless. One such tax, thankfully not widely used at present, is upon newspapers and
associated pamphlets. Such a tax was introduced in Great Britain in the early eighteenth century and
continued in various forms until the late 1800s. It is perhaps surprising that the Australian colonies,
with one exception, did not follow the mother country in introducing similar taxes. The exception
was Van Diemens Land, which in 1856 changed its name to Tasmania in order to disassociate the
colony from its origin and reputation as a penal settlement. The reasons for the introduction of the
newspaper tax in Van Diemens Land however, were not to raise revenue but an attempt by the
Governor to control the press.

The newspaper tax introduced in Van Diemen's Land in 1827 is of special significance as it was the
trigger for the first revenue marks for the Australian colonies. In contrast to many of the British
equivalents, the receipt to signify payment of the newspaper tax was in the form of a cancellation
applied by hand, a full strike is shown in Figure 1. Craig and Ingles (p. 8, 1978) provide a short
description of the introduction of the tax.

Stamps were impressed on each copy of each newspaper from 20 October 1827 to 17
October 1829 when the tax was discontinued. The first issue of The Hobart Town
Gazette to be stamped, that of 20 October 1827, bore the misprinted date 13
October.

They also note that the canceller was in black' ...for October 1927 only' and in orange-red for the
remainder of the period for which newspaper tax was applicable.

Figure 1 The newpaper tax cancel used in Van Diemen's Land, 1827·29.

The acquisition of a bound set of The Hobart Town Gazette (hereafter shortened to The Gazette) for
the year 1827 not only provided examples of the use of the newspaper tax canceller but also acted
as a spur to more fully research the background to the imposition of the tax. First, the evidence from
The Gazette itself Figure 2 shows the mast head for Volume XII, number 597 together with the
complete first page for the Volume XII, Number 598. As observed by Craig and Ingles the latter
number has an incorrect date, The Gazette was published on Saturdays and should have been
carried the date 20 October 1827. A partial strike of the newspaper tax handstamp, in black, can be
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seen at the bottom right of Number 598 'of The Gazette. All subsequent numbers for 1827, and until
the tax was discontinued, are cancelled in orange-red. Many are partial strikes but, on occasion, the
strike is complete. It is difficult to be certain but the preservation of only partial strikes is often due
to bookbinders trimming the irregularly sized pages of the paper in order to bind these in a neat and
tidy way.

The Government Notice, at the top of the left hand column of the Gazette issued on the 20 October
1827, see Figure 2, states:

His Excellency the Lieutenant Governor has been pleased, by an order for that
purpose, made with the Advice of the Executive Council, to reduce the Stamp Duty
on Newspapers, from Three-pence to Two-pence Sterling. By Command of His
Excellency, lBurnett.

This Order is from the Colonial Secretary's Office and is dated October 16 1827. Further evidence,
if it is needed, that The Gazette, No. 598, should have been the 20 October. Clearly, it was
originally intended that the tax would be at a rate of threepence per issue but the Governor appears
to have reduced the original rate to two pence before the tax was introduced. But why was the tax
introduced?

The background
Settlement of Hobart Town began in 1804 and the first, albeit short-lived, newspaper was The
Derwent Star and Van Diemen's Land intelligencer in 1810. The Van Diemen's Land Gazette and
General Advertiser appeared in 1814, printed by George Clark assisted by Andrew Bent who was to
become the key figure in controversies that culminated in the introduction of the newspaper tax.
The life of Andrew Bent and the relationship of early pressmen and governors are given,' in
Woodberry (1972) and Morris Miller (1952) and the account below draws heavily on those sources.

Andrew Bent was born in London about 1795 and was sentenced to death in October 1810 for his
part in having 'buglarously stolen a coat valued at 2/-, a tippet valued at 6d, two pairs of boots
valued at 15/- and two shoes valued at 51-'. His sentence was commuted to transportation for life
and he was landed at Hobart on 8 February 1812. By 1816, after his experience with Clark, he
became the owner and printer of The Hobart Town Gazette and Southern Reporter. He was granted
a conditional pardon by Governor Macquarie (of New South Wales) in May 1816 and an absolute
pardon on 7 August 1821. As Woodberry comments, 'Bent must have been one of the few men in
history in the position to be able to print the notice of his own conditional emancipation in his own
newspaper'. The paper flourished and Bent attained a respected position in Hobart society.

To understand the events that followed it is necessary to outline the society and administrative
situation in Van Diemen's Land. The colony was administered by a Lieutenant-Governor and
progressively became independent of New South Wales, a process complete by 1825. The Governor
in 1811 was Thomas Davey, replaced by William Sorrell in 1817 and followed by Sir George
Arthur, who arrived in Hobart on 12 May 1824 and stayed until 1830. When Sorell arrived the
population of the colony was about 2,000, the majority of whom were convicts. Free settlers were
actively encouraged from about 1817 and at the time of Arthur's arrival the population was close to
11,000. Of these, nearly half were convicts with the remainder free citizens, many of whom were
pardoned felons. The colony at this time has been described as 'a sophisticated hell hole that have
whet the appetite and zeal of any reformer'. A challenge taken up by Governor Arthur.

26



Capital Philately

THE y-~;:;df >
.olJ.ttt eOW••e"'~fttf:'

. Published by AtithQriJg.
Hu Bseellenc; the l.ieulenant Governor 'directs, tlUit all j:>.Wli{! ffotijication.which 11tp.yapPear .·in '''if paperwi/"

any Offiffinl SigTUriure thereto affixed, shall be considered (J$ Olftcial.Cumnlllllications made· to thou Ptf/',IYII.'O
wlwm they may relate. By Command of His Lcellen.cy, JOHN BURNETT, CullYllial&creiary.

{VOLUME xrr. SATURDAY OCTOBER 13, 1827! (NUMBER 697.

TIlE

Published by AUlhoril!/.
Ilis f::XcrUmt.r,/ t1~, Liautenan! Go,,,,,,,,,r directs, thai all Public NotiftcatiOTtS w/lich may al'l'Mr ill this Pal,eru'i/I,

It"!! 0ffir.mI8,gMture thereto aljixed, shall be considered a. Official Comm""'.:ati01u made to t"ou Persons U
whom. tt.0'Y may relate. By Command of .His E.ccellt?lCy, JOHN BURNET r, Coloniat.'iet:rc' ary.

(VOLtlM t. XU. ~ATURDAY OCTOBER 13, 1827. (NO:>]BE!t 598.

COVEU\,ME!\T XOTICE.
e()lonJ~lJ.1 Secrelar f 's Office, Oct .. fG, 1827.

n 1$ E\c"lIency The Lieutenant t;o.-ernor
·ba' been -p!",,;;ed, by an Order for that purpose,
mild" w.th tllt' Advice of the Executive Council,!~reduce tho St~mp Dutyon Newspapers, from
1hree-panoe to I'wo-penco Sterling.

By 'Command of His Excellency,
J. BURNETT.

George Cooper, 655, (Ticket of leave), to',h.,
Field Police at Richmond.

Richard Trurnplc, (Conditional pardon), ·eli.-
missed from the office of Constable, for
negtect of duty.

Thomas Law, Atlas, dismissed from the Field
Police, and depriv",1 of big Ticket of leave
for allowing John llevan charged with felo-
ny, to "snape.

John Roberts, 31S, i\Iltry, dismissed from the
Field Police, for IIssaulting and beanng a
female •

By Command of His Excellency,
J. BURNE1·r.

--. GbVE·H~MENT~NOTICE.
Colonial Secre/lIr.,,' s O.otee,Ocl. 17, 1827 .

"\ H~: P.,i, d for ••hich the undermelltinr,ed Per-
~nna. _were t rapltf'\Ol ted, ha- ing el:I'lHid, Certifleate s
have De." !!,rallltd 10them a, cordill,.l), :_

1 h"m"s.D~tw.las, .Counress lIarcourt
290. ~a",udMoTJ!'an; DittG·
280. W.lli,m· Ma"e", Ladv fliJlev
387. James Bsrk-r, DtlL;, •
835. Ch.!\cs Somerville, nill ••
315. J,·h., Hall, 1>i(IO
15'.!. \Vm· Ternl'lfm·.", ]J,tto

\Vm. ·Ntwton, nil·t"
314.. 'fh.·m ••. H.,ehillson. Dill"
~68. And ew \V ..,th;ngtoll. Juhall&
~5(J. JIfr.ry Whitaker. .M.ria

Ilobert Brown, Di:tn
141. J,nh" L.'u~bur't. ~hlpley
!65. ~alD"el F:et,loer, C'sndine
.,64. J,.!r.,. He"~",, Diue.

By C~lllrn~nrl of Hi, Excellency,
Ihl! Lieutenan t Governor,

J. BUnNE'fT.

1
j

GOVEHNMENT NOTICE
..Colonial Sf'r.refar.'1'.~.Offic(', Oct. 17,1827.

HfSE.xef'l1ency The Lientenant Governor
tlllS bl'en pleased fo appointJ ohn Hsamont
F:~q. R~gl"trnr of Deeds, until the pleasure of
.HI' MI')eslv lie known.

ByCo~~;~nd of His EX('ellency,
~_. __ ., . J. nURNF.l'T.

.Gf)VER~ME~T NOTICE.
. Colonial Secretary:» Offw.e, Oct 17, .827.
·HIS EXl'ellenl'Y The ·Lieutenant Governor

has b~~n ,~Iea~ed to ap p rova of the f()lIowino-
al!prafwns.lDthePolice:_ . e

Constab'n .• John Cummings, to, be Pound-
keeper, In the District of Morven.

John Pripst,. holding- Il Ticket ofleav«, to be
ConMable 10 the Di~trict of Green Ponds.

.l"~n R!,,,,ell. per ArRlJ, to tbe Field Po-
lice, Norfolk Plains.

Samuel Henthco,~: 512, per Comrrrodore
<, f1ll.ye.~, to the I'IeJd Police at Oa lands.
-vhllrles Car!er. 484, (Ticket of leave), to the

Field PolICe at Richmood.'

t,
"f
l.~

L. j

Figure 2 Issue nos. 597 and 598 of the The Hobart Town Gazette, October 1827.
The partial strike ofnewpaper tax cancel, in black, can be seen at the bottom right ofno.598.

27



Capital Philately

The trials of Andrew Bent
The story of the trials of Arthur Bent for libellous material published in the Gazette is complex and
exemplifies the style of justice in a penal colony. The first trial was on 26 July 1825 and Joseph
Gellibrand, the Attorney-General, led the prosecution. The jury, with all seven jurors military
officers appointed by the Governor, found Bent guilty but sentencing was postoned.

A second trial based on a new list of libels took place on August 1 1825, Bent was again found
guilty but the sentence was again postponed. At this stage the legal system in Van Diemen's Land
was subject to a period of upheaval, and there was a Commission of Inquiry into the behaviour of
Gellibrand and, on February 26, 1826, the Governor informed Gellibrand that he was suspended
from further duty. As calm returned to the legal system Bent was called, on 29 March, to hear his
sentence from the second trial. He was sentenced to three months imprisonment, fined 200 pounds
and required to produce sureties for good behaviour. To everyone's surprise, Bent was then called
for a re-trial arising from 'the former one [the first trial of 26 July 1925] having been vitiated in
consequence of the irregularity in receiving the verdict'. The re-trial was held on 15 April 1826 and
the same Arthur Gellibrand who had prosecuted at the initial trials, now appeared for the defence!
The jury found Bent guilty and Bent was sentenced to a fine of 100 pounds and further sentence of
three months. The latter was in addition, not concurrent, with the first prison term of three months.

The attempts to silence Bent, and The Gazette, by Governor Arthur were not confined to the libel
actions. On Friday 24 June 1825 the weekly Gazette appeared as normal but, to the astonishment of
the population, on the next day a second Gazette was published. Governor Arthur had obtained the
services of a press and type not owned by Bent. It is this Gazette that is featured in the illustrations,
it had changed to an official organ for the proclamation of government notices without news items,
editorial and correspondence. For a few weeks both Gazettes were published but Bent, on August
1825 brought out a new paper, The Colonial Times and Tasmanian Advocate. During Bent's
imprisonment his wife, Mary, was named as the publisher and Robert Murray was the editor. The
editorials in the Colonial Times took on a much more forceful tone than had been the case with
Bent's Gazette, recurring themes included those of the freedom of the press, trial by jury and
representative government. The edition of2 February 1827 reprinted an article from The Australian,
a Sydney newspaper, which specifically criticised Governor Arthur. This led to a further libel trial,
on 16 May 1827 with Bent as the accused, again he was found guilty and fined. By the end of 1827
Arthur had introduced an Act to licence newspapers and, not surprisingly, Bent's application was
refused and by the end of 1827 Bent's Colonial Times ceased publication. Bent left the island in
1839 and after various, largely unsuccessful, ventures into journalism on the mainland died in
Sydney in 1851.

Attempts to limit the freedom of the press in the Australian colonies
This account of the conflict between Governor Arthur and Andrew Bent is not only of interest as
background to the newspaper tax in Van Diemen's Land but because of its significance as a fight for
a free press in the Australian colonies. Bent's tenacity can be seen upholding three importance
principles:

· private ownership of the press
· expressions of opinion in editorials
· a vehicle for the views of correspondents
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Bent's first paper, in 1816, was established with the permission of Governor Davey. He used type
and a press originally brought to the island by the colonial authorities and The Gazette combined
the function of publishing government information with those of a newspaper. Under Governor
Sorrell the arrangement continued except that Bent obtained a government loan, subsequently
repaid, to buy and improve the type and press used for printing, and that an editor was appointed by
the Governor. The first editor was Henry Emmett, who held other government appointments, and
the implicit understanding was that he acted as an official watchdog - an informal censor. Emmett
was paid 100 pounds a year for this task but he appears to have contributed little to the Gazette, in
contrast Bent was paid only thirty pounds a year as government printer. By 1824 the Gazette was
prospering, Bent had moved into larger premises and the size of the paper increased but he was
increasingly frustrated by the absentee nature of editor Emmett. Indeed he sacked him in a letter of
19 May 1924, a few days after the arrival of Governor Arthur. This has been seen by some
subsequent writers as an attempt by Bent to establish the independence of his paper, in hindsight, he
had chosen a most inopportune time for such a move.

As the new Governor, Arthur was not impressed with Bent's move. In a letter of 7 June 1824 he
commented that:

The government decidedly objects to persons in his situation [an ex-convict] holding any
responsible office or indeed being employed as clerks in office immediately under the
Government. .

Arthur found it difficult to accept that the press and type were owned by Bent and that he had
repaid the loan approved by Sorrell. The issues had become whether Bent had the right to be the
printer-proprietor of an independent newspaper, if he could be employed as the Government printer
or if the paper could be printed without a licence. Arthur consulted with Sorrell and with, an
understandingly biased, Emmett. Meanwhile Bent appointed Evan Henry Thomas as editor in June
1825. Subsequent editorials reflected the growing antagonism to Arthur in the colony, to what
extent they reflected the views of Bent, the printer and publisher, and the control he exercised are
less clear. At about this time he invited correspondents to contribute letters to The Gazette. These
were normally signed with synonyms and the style of many of these did not find favour with the
Governor.

Sir Thomas Brisbane, Governor of New South Wales, was experiencing similar problems with the
press in Sydney. He also wished to curtail the freedom of the press by licensing newspapers and by
other measures. However, he (and the next Governor - Darling) was thwarted by Forbes, the Chief
Justice for the colony. Forbes considered that:

The laws of England should be strictly enforced: if they are insufficient to repress the evil,
the punishment should be increased upon the principles of English law, if that should also
be found to be ineffective then the press should be silenced altogether. But before so strong
a measure be resorted to let the fact precede the law; let the occasion justify its expediency:
let a sufficient base be laid in actual experience and undeniable proof.

Arthur wrote to Governor Brisbane in Sydney and Bent despatched Thomas to plead his case.
Brisbane upheld Bent's claim and refused Arthur's request for a Licensing Act. On his return editor
Thomas celebrated his victory in The Gazette's editorial and the scene was set for the future clashes
with Arthur. There as also correspondence with Lord Bathurst, Secretary of State for the Colonies
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in London, to whom the colonial Governors were subordinate. In July 1825, Lord Bathurst opined
that:

I should, however, be unwilling (even while the convict population preponderates so greatly
over that of Free Settlers) to subject the Editors of these publications to restrictions at
variance with the spirit of the law in force in the Mother Country. But you are aware that
even in England, no person enjoys that absolute discretion with regard to the publication of
Newspapers.

The letter appears to have led to a misunderstanding of what the situation was in England.
Licensing of newspapers had been discontinued in 1685 but the names of printers, publishers and
proprietors had to be lodged with the Stamp Office together with sureties against conviction for
libel. In addition, there were newspaper taxes. In April 1827 the Legislative Council in New South
Wales passed an Act 'to Regulate the Printing and Publishing of Newspapers and for the Preventing
of Blasphemous and Seditious libels'. Justice Forbes refused to certify the clauses licensing
newspapers and his objections were approved, after a delay for correspondence to and from
England, by Sir George Murray who had taken over from Lord Bathurst as Secretary for the
Colonies. The proposed newspaper tax for New South Wales was set at four pence. This was never
enacted because in Forbes' opinion such a tax was' ...to accomplish the same [as licensing] by
which such an amount of stamp duty as to prevent any paper from being published except a
Government Gazette'.

On 15 September 1827, a similar Act was introduced in Van Diemen's Land, but in this case Arthur
had the approval ofPedder, his Chief Justice. Thus papers were licensed and Bent, understandingly,
was not a successful applicant. A tax of three pence was imposed on all newspapers including The
Gazette, at that stage an official government publication. Why Arthur relented, on 16 October 1927,
before the introduction of the tax, to reduce this to two pence is unknown.

The story concluded when the Act in Van Diemen's Land was disallowed, on instructions from
London, on July 1828. The tax however, appears to have continued until October 1829. The two
year period with newspaper tax remains as the only example of its kind for the Australian colonies
and resulted in the earliest mark that denotes the collection of revenues.
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QUEENSLAND 1d AND 2d STAMP DUTY OF 1901 - AN ODDITY

Dingle Smith

Craig, in The Revenue stamps of Queensland published in 1982, describes the King Edward VII
stamp duty series of 1901. The lowest denominations, the 1d and 2d, were issued in a smaller
format to the higher values. Craig also states that the 1d and 2d stamps '... were printed in a sheet
with a ER VII script monogramme (sic) in the selvedge'. At Melbourne 96 I purchased bottom right
hand marginal blocks of these stamps. It is clear that the monograms are not on the sheet selvedge
but occupy the place that would normally be taken by the last stamp on the sheet.

·•·····.. J ••• ~ •• ,. -· > ·· • 00 ·~ · ·· ·, · ~• , ·~ : ~

::. '\ 1...,,)
••••• • •••••••••• ( •• 4 '-: . ~

~ :610

,. .

Richard Brecon suggested that this might be because the format of the sheet was 10 x 11 (or 11 x
10), ie 121 stamps. This would give a total sheet values for the ld and 2d of 1011 or LlIO/2
respectively. Accounting procedures would therefore, be simplified if the number of stamps on the
sheets was reduced to 120.

The watermark on both blocks is Crown over Q, and corresponds to Craig'S Type 4-4, ie. the Q is of
the narrower style with a width of about 7 mm. The watermark is upright on the sheet and but does
not correspond well with the size of the stamps, especially in the horizontal direction, ie for the
rows of stamps. The 'twopence' is of the shorter (11.5 mm ) type. The reasons given above for the
monogram would be aided if the sheet format was more fully known. The author would very
welcome further comment on this oddity.

Western Australia: The Forces, Prisoner of War and Censor Mail, by Bruce Hayes & Brian Pope
Notice has been received of the publication of the above monograph by the Western Australian

Study Group. The volume is hard bound and has over 400 illustrations and 864 pages. A wide range
of topics are included and the standard of research and production meets those established by

earlier publications of the WASG. The price is A$ 95.00 plus $8.00 for postage within Australia.
Contact is WASG, PO Box 423, Claremont, Western Australia 6910, Visa and Mastercard accepted.
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LmRARY REVIEWS

Ian McMahon

Over many years it has been the policy of Capital Philately to review publications that are
important for collectors of Australian material or are of international significance. Many, but not
all, of these are eventually purchased for the Society's library. The editorial committee has decided
that in addition to book reviews of this kind that short reviews will also be given of recent additions
to the library. The first Library Review is provided by Ian McMahon, the Society's Librarian (Ed).

Postage Stamp Catalogue of the Republic of China 1878-1996
This catalogue is published by the Directorate General of the Posts of the Republic of China and
covers the stamp issues of the Chinese empire and republic until 1949 and those of Taiwan to date.
The issues of the People's Republic of China are not included.

All stamps are illustrated in colour with the text in English. Extensive notes are included covering
stamp subjects, issue dates, perforations, sheet composition, dimensions, designers, paper and
printers. The catalogue does not contain prices. In addition, there are appendices that describe the
development of Chinese currency and letter rates of China (both domestic and international). It has
610 pages, is in full colour and hardbound. It is a handsome production putting almost any other
one-country catalogue to shame and is the key reference for collectors of this material.

Katalog Prangko Indonesia 1997 (Specialised Catalogue of Indonesian Postage Stamps 1945-
1996) by Saros Kaprindo
A catalogue that describes the stamps of Indonesia since independence including overprints on
Japanese occupation issues and early republican issues as well as UNTEA and West Irian issues.
This listing is priced (in thousand rupiah) with many increases since the previous edition reflecting
the growing demand for Indonesian stamps. It concludes with a detailed listing of postal stationery.

The catalogue has 258 pages, in colour, and is softbound. The text is in Indonesian and English and
includes an EnglishlIndonesian glossary.

The World 0/Donald Evans by Willy Eisenhart.
A third book recently acquired by the library is The World of Donald Evans by Willy Eisenhart.
Donald Evans is an artist who produces watercolours of fictitious stamps. In producing his stamps
he has created a new world of fictitious countries, many of which are clearly modelled on those of
the real world. Evans was born in New Jersey in 1945 and the book illustrates his work. It is
arranged as a catalogue of world stamps except that both the stamps and countries are imaginary.

Examples are Acterdyk which has 'issued' airmails stamps, a cover with a bisect, maximum cards
and a windmill set (the country is said to mean 'behind the dyke'); Adujani with designs depicting
mosques and middle eastern views; Amis and Amants with stamps styled on those of the French
Colonies; the Republic de Banana; Domino whose stamps depict dominoes and an express cover.

The delightful book comprises 175 pages, is softbound in colour with a bibliography and index.
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Products for Sale

NAME .
ADDRESS .
.............................. . .. POST CODE.. ., ....................... ,.............. ................. ...

IPRODUCT I PRICE IQTY IAMT$I

BINDER AND SLIPCASE 550gms Each SI4.SO
PAGES with PROTECTORS 250gms per 20 520.80

STAMPSAFE BOX 260gms Each S9.90

ARCHIVAL DISPLAY PAGES

283 X25Omm. Punched 650gms per SO S37.00
283 x 25Omm. Not punched 650gms per SO $37.00

NEW DISPLAY PAGES
283 x 216mm. Plain SOOgms per SO SI0.00
283 x 216mm. With Grille 500gms per SO SI5.00
283 x 23Omm. Plain 500gms_ per 50 su.oo
283 x 23Omm. With Grille SOOgm. per SO $16.00

SHEETPROTECTORS. POLYPROPVLENE
Protectors 290 x 220mm 400gms per 50 $18.00
Protectors 290 x 232mm 450gms per SO SI8.00
Protectors 290 x 252mm 4S0gms per SO SI8.00

SHEETPROTECTORS.MYLAR
290 x 220mm side opening 1909ms per 10 SI6.00
290 x 240mm side opening 200gms per 10 $16.00
290 x 260mm side opening 200gms per 10 $16.00
290 x 260mm top opening 200gms per 10 $16.00

POSTAGE & PACKING*

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED

*POSTAGE & PACKING: Please add $7.00 for the first kilo and $3.00 for
each extra kilo or part thereof. Weights per pack are show above.

Send all orders to: ARCHIVAL PRODUCTS
AUSTRAUAN PHILATEUC FEDERATION
PO BOX 208. TORRENS PARK. SA 5062

:stamp News Australasia
PO Box 1410,

Dubbo. NSW. 2830, Australia

Only one stamp magazine provides
the complete coverage "down under"

Stamp ~~R~~

Australasia's
leading magazine

The leader for news
The leader for comment
The leader for circulation
The greatest coverage of Australian
and Pacific news of any Stamp Magazine
in the World

Sample copy, subscriptions and
advertising rates on request.

All major credit cards accepted.
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