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EDITORIAL
As we enter into the 23rd volume of Capital Philately we face a few changes; the foremost of these is
that the Machinations section of the journal will now be appearing in alternate issues. Rather than
trying to overcompensate, we present a trim taunt and terrific issue with thematic, historical and
fantastic components.

From a quick look at one of the great Chess Masters we move on to the challenge of recreating the
passage of Air Mail from Hungary to Australia during the 1930s and the start of World War II. I had
a bit of fun personally with this article trying to track down copies of old maps through the Internet in
order to provide better detail for Figure 1, (page 5) - and it occurred to me that there is an
extraordinary amount that computers can help us with when it comes to researching our philatelic
obsessions, so I thought I'd explain a bit about the technology used to put together this issue.

First everyone should be familiar with using a search engine like Google. I've seen plenty of
colleagues tearing their hair out over the inability to find a reference on the Internet mostly because
they are too specific in their selection of key words, or they don't think laterally enough - not
everyone sees things the way you do. Try using singular forms, alternative words and even miss-
spellings if you're getting desperate, combinations of words may also help to sift through numerous
results. For example to find the maps I used above (eventually on
homepages.rootsweb.com/-poyntzJlndia/maps.html) I searched on: Map + India (too many results), Map
+ India + Delhi + Calcutta (an idea of modern towns between), Kanpur + Old + Name (not too good),
and finally Allahabad + Old + Map (Allahabad is on the map I had near Kanpur). The site has old
maps from Constable's 1893 Hand Atlas to India showing various regions and soon I had my missing
CAWNPURE. The next task was to fix the map so it would be reproducible in this journal. .. on page
14 is the original map supplied, to illustrate the options for editing and retouching an image.
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PHILATELY HONOURS A GREAT CHESS MASTER

K. Peter Breitkopf

65 SO S() , SARNhllL
<:"'< ~.$". ~j';.

This pre-stamped example of Russian (post-Soviet) postal stationery, issued soon after the end of the
USSR, was produced to commemorate the centenary of the birth of Alexander Alekhine who lived
from 1892 to 1946. The usage is obviously philatelic, it was posted by a stamp dealer, Mr Kolbashov
in the city of Barnaul in the Altai district of Siberia, and postmarked there on 1 12 92. It was also
postmarked on 1 1 93 on the Baku (Azerbaijan) to Omsk (Siberia) travelling post office, one of the
longer TPO routes in existence. Barnaul is a city of over 110,000 inhabitants, and was founded about
1730 to mine silver deposits in the area. The cover is addressed to Soviet street no 42 in Omsk.

As the cover was posted in 1992 it still used the postmarks of the USSR with CCCP and a star at the
top edge, and is printed for a postal rate of 30 kopecks, but inflation required it to be uprated to 80
kopecks with one of the last USSR definitive issue 50 kopecks stamps.

Our interest is in Alekhine, who is portrayed from an old photograph. He was not a Russian citizen
for most of his life, so despite the very high regard in which chess is held in Russia, it seems to have
needed the end of the USSR to get him depicted on a cover or stamp.

Alekhine was born in Moscow of noble parents, and played chess in tournaments from the age of 12,
and became a chess master at 16. In 1908 Alekhine became a law student at the Moscow Imperial
High School, and later studied law at the Sorbonne in Paris, though he received a doctorate in law he
never practised, his life was devoted to chess.

His first major win at an international chess tournament was in Stockholm in 1912.

In the First World War he fought for Russia on the Austrian front, was wounded and captured. After
some escapades in the civil war period he won the first Soviet championship in Moscow and in 1921
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. emigrated to Switzerland with his Swiss wife, whom he promptly deserted once safely in Switzerland,
then went to Paris and became a French citizen in 1925.

He became World Chess Champion in 1927 by beating Capablanca (from Cuba) in a long and
difficult match extending over 34 games. He started drinking heavily and lost the title in 1935, then
became more sober and won a return match in 1937.

At the start of the Second World War he joined the French army as an interpreter, and later with his
(second) American wife went to live in Poland and Czechoslovakia.

Due to allegations of anti-semitism and collaboration with Germany he was excluded by USA
influence from the London Tournament of 1946.

In his last two years he lived in Portugal and Spain and died near Lisbon of a heart attack on 23rd

March 1946, alone and in poverty, his third wife was not with him. Ten years after his death the
International Chess Federation had his remains exhumed and reburied in Paris, where a monument
was erected to him in the Montparnasse Cemetery.

A1ekhine thrived on complicated chess positions and the beauty in working out potential or actual
combinations in unlikely situations, he is known and honoured for Alekhine 's Defence, the Alekhine
Variation, and a memorial tournament named after him.

There are many stamp issues related to chess, a set issued
by Mongolia in 1986 includes a 40 m stamp (SG 1793)
with Alekhine's portrait, but seems inferior to that on the
Russia cover.

References:

Brace, E. R. (1979) An illustrated Dictionary of Chess.

Penguin Encyclopaedia of Chess (1977) Penguin Books.

Saidy & Lessing (1974) The World of Chess

Sunnocks, Anne (1970) The Encyclopaedia of Chess

Wood, B. H. (1977) History of Chess

[The cover is loaned for the article from Prof. Gregson's collection of Azerbaijan]

PHOTO ENHANCMENT - HIDDEN DETAIL

The piece on the right is the final Air Mail Cover from this issue. The
postmarks were rather faint and difficult to decipher, but I didn't give
it a thought until typing in a caption with the date of 31 APR 1941.
Now I know April hasn't got 31 days, so either the marker had been
incorrectly set - pretty important, or there was hidden detail. ..

A scan into a computer at high resolution (for clarity) allows you to
zoom in very close to the date, once in the computer just changing the
settings for brightness and contrast (even in Word) can reveal more
information. If you are more ambitious, in a photo editing package
try shifting the colour balance, especially if you scanned in the
original item. In the end it revealed that the date was 31 MAR 1941, only a month earlier.
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AIRMAIL FROM HUNGARY TO AUSTRALIA IN THE 19308

Ronald M. Lee

As part of a study into the carriage of airmail from Europe to Australia I have been looking at airmail
from Hungary. I was aware, over the years, that there had been considerable debate as to whether
KLM or Imperial Airways carried most of this mail. The story, however, is much more interesting
than simply being the story of rivalry between two airlines. It involves the policy of the British
government to carryall the mail to the Empire in British services and the resulting politics which
prevented KLM from flying to Australia for many years even though they could have provided a
significantly faster mail service to Australia. The rivalry between the airlines turned to co-operation
when World War II broke out. They had to co-operate not only to get the mail through under difficult
circumstances but also to ensure their survival as airlines.

The study of mail from Hungary to Australia is difficult because few Hungarians migrated to
Australia and little resultant mail, particularly in the early years, is known. One Hungarian arrived
with the First Fleet to Australia in 1788 but by 1831 only a handful of Hungarians had settled in
Australia. There were small migrations between 1880 and 1914 and again in the 1920s and 1930s,
with increasing Nazi influence in Hungarian politics an increasing number of Hungarian Jews escaped
to Australia.

Prior to World War II, IA and the Royal Dutch Airline (KLM) were fierce competitors. Both Britain
and the Netherlands were imperial powers, each had their own interest in establishing and maintaining
speedy communications with their colonies. Britain's interests were in India, Malaysia and Australia,
and those of the Netherlands were in the East Indies (now Indonesia). As early airlines flew wherever
possible over land and not over long sea passages, and because of the proximity of the Netherlands
East Indies to Australia, KLM and IA were competing on what was essentially the same route. For a
time both airlines flew through Budapest.

Imperial Airways was interested in providing an air service to Karachi (for India) which it hoped later
to extend to Malaya and to Australia. KLM wished to provide a fast air link with Batavia (now
Jakarta), the capital of its colony, the Netherlands East Indies. The first successful flight from
Amsterdam in the Netherlands to Batavia in the Netherlands East Indies took place in 1924. KLM's
interest in providing a service between Amsterdam and Batavia culminated in a series of proof flights
in 1928 and 1929, followed by the commencement of a regular commercial service starting on 12
September 1929. That route was through Budapest.

There were two routes across Europe that avoided the Alps, which presented a real danger to the slow
low altitude aircraft in use at the time. The shortest route, the Northern Route, was through Vienna
and Budapest.

KLM used this route during the summer months. IA elected to travel by the Southern Route through
Italy, a route with more favourable flying conditions. Its first service to India left London on 30
March 1929. The service (i.e. flight number) designation was lEI. Unfortunately, following a dispute
between Britain and Italy the Italian government withdrew its permission for IA to fly across its
territory. Determined to maintain its recently commenced service to India, IA was forced, at short
notice, to fly the Northern Route through Budapest. lA's first service through Budapest (IE32)
departed from London on 2 November 1929 and arrived on schedule, on 3 November 1929 in
Budapest. However the European winter had onset early and severely that year, and conditions were
too bad for flying a regular service. As a result IA was unable to maintain a regular air service through
Budapest. The next service (1E33) did not operate and mail for the third service was carried by rail
from London to Budapest and sent from there by air on 18 November 1929. IA did not fly again
through Budapest until IE56 on 20 Apri11930. In May 1931 it began flying through Italy again.
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Although AI promoted its 'air service' much of the route through Europe was by rail and did not pass
through Budapest. Correspondence exists which shows that the Hungarian Postal Authority was very
concerned with IA's poor service. The two airlines were only in direct competition during the summer
of 1930. There were, however, rail and air links between Budapest and the routes travelled by IA and
KLM by which mail could be sent, and because KLM continued to fly through Budapest in the
summer months it became a logical choice to carry mail from that city to the East.

Much has been made of the direct competition between KLM and IA to carry mail from Budapest to
Australia. There was, however, very little direct competition as KLM did not fly through Budapest in
the winter months. Direct competition occurred only for about six months in 1930. Neither airline
could provide an air service all the way to Australia. IA sent mail from Karachi to Colombo by rail
and sea, then Colombo to Perth by sea. Mail from Perth to the Eastern States of Australia went either
by rail or air. KLM sent mail to Batavia with sea connections to Australia. The IA service was not
heavily promoted as frequently the air/sea service took longer than the all-sea service. No mail from
Hungary to Australia during this period has been recorded as travelling on the air/sea route. It is likely
that the Hungarian Postal Authority used whichever service was the most convenient.

When the dispute with Italy had been resolved, IA returned to flying the Southern Route permanently.
It no longer flew through Budapest. KLM continued to fly through Budapest during the summer
months. In the winter, mail had to be shipped from Budapest to Athens for connection to either the
KLM Batavia service or to the IA Karachi/Australia service. KLM was a very significant competitor
to IA; in 1930 one crew flew the same aircraft all the way to Batavia, completing the journey in about
12 days, with stopovers and rest pauses. By comparison IA struggled to provide a service to Karachi
in 8 days. The IA service involved a section by rail and two changes of aircraft and crew. KLM was

Figure 1: The route of the first all air service from Budapest to Australia via London.
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very anxious to fly mail to Australia and over the years approached the British government with
various schemes, often involving working with Australian airline companies. KLM even indicated a
willingness to operate the services only until such time as IA was able to fly to Australia. All these
proposals were refused by Britain.

On 1 April 1935 British Airways began a service from London to Budapest. This provided an all-
British air service from Budapest to Australia via London. There has been some debate as to whether
mail would have been sent by this round about route but there is considerable evidence that it did, as
shown by the example in Figure 1.

IA had never been interested in providing the shortest possible route for the mail to Australia. Over
the years it had always resisted KLM's attempts to provide a quicker mail service to Australia. We
know that KLM wished to carry mail to Australia. As early as 1928 KLM had had discussions with
Western Australian Airways concerning a connecting service between Australia and Java. Nothing
came of that proposal. In 1930 KLM's representatives met with the Australian Prime Minister, Mr. J.
H. Scullin, in London, with proposals for a service; that too was not successful. In May 1931,
determined to demonstrate its capability, KLM conducted a proving flight which carried mail to and
from Europe to Australia (I have not seen any examples of Hungarian mail carried on that flight). The
British could not be moved to respond.

Uppermost in lA's consideration had always been the desire for a British service to carryall the mail
all the way. In April 1935 lA, for the first time, were able to offer the Hungarian Postal Authority an
all air service to Australia, something that KLM could not do. KLM could only offer an air service to
Batavia with a connecting sea service to Australia.

There is some philatelic evidence that mail was carried by this service. An examination of mail to
Australia from Bulgaria, Romania and Poland, which connected with services to Australia at Athens,
shows that all items have Athens backstamps, and after September 1936, Greek currency control
marks, yet no mail from Budapest has such marks. The obvious conclusion is that the Hungarian mail
did not travel through Athens. The explanation must be that it travelled in a different direction, to
London. I have seen three covers to Australia (Figure 2) where the arrival backstamps in Australia
coincide with the arrival of the Imperial service.
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Figure 2:

Item of mail from
Budapest to

Sydney carried on
the all-British
service via

London. Cancelled
17 August 1935 in
Budapest it is back

stamped
Melbourne 8

September 1935
which coincides
with the arrival in
Australia of the
Imperial / QEA

service.

Collection -
R. Perry.
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It may not be coincidental that the first examples of Hungary/Australia airmails known to us came
from this period. The number of Hungarian migrants to Australia had increased and the existence of
an all air service to Australia would have encouraged the use of airmail. For the first time IA was able
to offer a service to Australia superior to that offered by KLM.

12 Iune 1935 to September 1939.
KLM, however, had not given up on flying to Australia. In order to fly from Singapore to Australia
the British were forced to negotiate landing rights in the Netherlands East Indies. The price they had
to pay was to let KNILM fly into Australia. KNILM was a subsidiary of KLM based at Batavia. The
Dutch readily granted them these rights, realising that they were then in a position to negotiate
KNILM fights to Australia. As an interim step, KLM, using DC2 and DC3 aircraft, provided a fast
service to Singapore where mail was transferred to a QEA aircraft to Australia. Thus from 12 June
1935 KLM was flying through Budapest in the summer months to Batavia, connecting there with
KNILM who flew to Sydney. Under the terms of the agreement with the British, KNILM could only
carry mail into Australia. Flying mail out of Australia was exclusively the monopoly of the WQEA
partnership.

Figure 3:

Cancelled
Budapest 9 June

1940 with
Singapore
'Passed for

Transmission'
censor mark
indicating this

item was carried
to Singapore by
KLM and then to

Australia by
QEA.

Collection -
W. Legg.

At the time the
cover shown was posted the London airmail service terminated at Brisbane, and mail for Melbourne
was flown on from Brisbane. IA flight IE361 departed London on 27 July 1935 four days after the
letter was cancelled in Budapest. The cover is backstamped in Melbourne the day after it arrived in
Brisbane. It therefore seems likely that this cover was carried by WQEA, but where did the cover
join this service, at London or at Alexandria?
Other covers that have survived from the same correspondence also indicate that they were probably
carried in the IA/QEA service. Tabulating this information, we have

Budapest London Brisbane Melbourne

cancel date departure arrival cancel date

17 /8 /35 24/8/35 7 /9 /35 8/9/35

28/9/35 29/9/35 10/10/35 11/10/35

Capital Philately Volume 23 Number 1 7
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At this time we do not have enough information to identify the airline which carried the mail into
Australia. Between 12 June 1935 and July 1938 KNILM services terminated in Sydney and the QEA
service in Brisbane. Backstamps applied on arrival should offer a clue. After July 1938 both airlines
terminated in Sydney.

Finally, after much procrastination by the British, KLM received approval to fly into Australia from
12 June 1938. The KLM service Budapest to Sydney took 8 days, three days less than the WQEA
service. The Hungarian Postal Authority had then three alternative services now available to it.

• The all-British Budapest/London/Sydney service

• The KLM service to Singapore connecting with QEA to Australia

• The KLMlKNILM Budapest to Sydney service, that did not operate in the winter months.

Mail at that time was generously backstamped and hence transit times can be calculated. It is possible
to identify some items as having been carried by KLM because of the shorter transit time (Figure 4).

Figure 4:

Meter dated 1August 1938 and cancelled Budapest airport 2 August 1938. Pencil annotation
indicated that it arrived in Sydney 9 August 1938 - a transit time of 8 days. This could not have been

carried on the IAIQEA service in that time. Cover must have been carried by KLM

Collection - J Kennett.
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AIRMAIL FROM HUNGARY TO AUSTRALIA, THE WAR EXPANDS;
1939-1941.

Ronald M. Lee

World War II began on Sunday, 3 September 1939 (for Britain), following Germany's invasion of
Poland on 1 September, as Britain had treaty obligations with Poland. On the same day (3 September),
Australia was declared to be at war with Germany and within a few days the whole of the British
Commonwealth was at war.

Within Europe civil flying was disrupted. War had been expected and from 1 September 1939 all
European air services, with the exception of those to Belgium, England and Scandinavia, were
stopped. Germany and France no longer allowed foreign aircraft to fly over their territories. As a
result KLM could no longer operate its Batavia/Sydney service to and from Amsterdam. On 5
September 1939 its terminus was moved to Naples in then neutral Italy. KLM was no longer able to
fly through Budapest.

The relationship between KLM and the INQEA partnership changed. The IA/QEA flying boat service
to Australia was immediately under strain. The frequency was reduced from three services per week to
twice weekly. Airmail postage rates were dramatically increased to reduce the amount of mail to be
carried, making way for urgent government despatches. The government requisitioned flying boats
and crews.

Figure 1:

Illustration of part of a cover to Australia recovered from the crash of the KNILM aircraft in the sea
off Bali in 22 January 1940. Item cancelled RECOVERED FROM LOST FLYING BOAT, postmarked

Budapest 2 January 1940, and endorsed by hand 'via Italia '.

This illustration is taken from The Pioneer Period of Hungarian Airmail, by Vic Berecz.

The item recovered from a crash establishes that mail was carried by KLM/KNILM to Australia in
January 1940. Mail for Australia was stamped as recovered in Sydney, though in fact the aircraft that
crashed was a Lockheed Electra.

We do not know, however, whether any mail was carried from Hungary to Australia at that time by
the BOAC/Qantas service. When war was declared between Britain and Germany the flying boat
service was such an important link between Australia and Britain that the flying boats were stripped of
their surplus or luxury fittings to maximise freight payload, and passengers required government
approval to travel on the service.

KLM, on the other hand, had its route reduced in length, and no longer serving Amsterdam directly its
business was reduced. Its Batavia fleet remained intact. The two airlines now worked co-operatively.

Capital Philately Volume 23 Number 1 9
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The Budapest connection with KLM was retained through Al/Littera flights between Budapest and
Naples. This flight operated to connect with the Naples/Batavia service of KLM. Mail is known that
was carried on these services.

When on 10 June 1940 Italy entered the war on the side of Germany, as an Axis power, the
Mediterranean Sea was closed to civil aircraft and KLM once again was forced to move their
European terminal. This time the new terminal was set up at Lydda in Palestine.

Eastern Europe was now dependent on surface transport to get the mail to the air terminals.
Apparently most mail went to Lydda where it connected with the KLM service to Australia but during
the Syrian campaign mail went to Egypt.

For many years the Simplon-Orient express had run from Paris to Istanbul. It was still running in
1941, operated by Turkish nationals who were neutral. Martinus Verkuil in his article on airmail
connections to and from the Dutch East Indies notes that from 22 July 1940 the dispatch of mail from
Lydda to neutral European countries was by the Taurus-Orient-Simplon express train service. [notes
by Ed: The Simplon is a tunnel in Switzerland, to cross the Alps. This route is a branch of the old
Orient Express that ran from Paris to Istanbul, via Vienna, with connections at one time from London,
Victoria.] This rail service had its origins in Germany's desire to construct a railway to Kuwait. By the
end of WWI it had been completed as far as the Syrian border, and it was further extended in the
1930s, finally reaching Lydda on 17 July 1940. This provided a rail land connection to Europe from
Palestine and Egypt, as an alternative to a sea crossing of the Meditierranean. [note by Ed: The final
link by rail tunnel under the Bosphorus, replacing a rail ferry, to join European and Asian Turkey, is
only now under construction, the links through Syria and Israel are broken.]

Figure 2:

Route of the last flying boat in The Empire Route, which avoided Italy. The flight carried mail from
Hungary, which could have only been collected at Athens.
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This express connected in Istanbul with the Taurus express through Ankara, and Syria, to Lydda (near
modem Tel Aviv). The track to Lydda had been completed only on 17 July 1940.

The last flying boat service for Australia left Poole (in Dorset, England) on 9 June 1940. It flew a
circuitous route avoiding Italy (Figure 2). It was prevented from flying through Marseilles and flew
through Biscarrosse (on the Atlantic coast near Bordeaux), then to Ajaccio (Corsica), Bizerta (Tunis),
Malta, Corfu (Greece), Athens, Suda Bay (Crete), to Alexandria (Egypt). This flight did carry mail
from Budapest.

Backstamps on mail indicate that it carried mail from Budapest which was probably taken on board
the BOAC flight at Athens (Figure 3).

It is known that KLM
carried mail from
Australian soldiers in
Palestine. The extra
mail produced by this
military force was
considerable. In
August 1940 they were
posting 16,000 airmail
letters per week to
Australia.

Even the railway
system was subject to
disruptions; when on 8
June 1941 a British
force attacked the
Vichy French in Syria
the Taurus Express line
to Lydda was cut. All
the roads were
blocked. Mail could
not be sent through
Syria .

In March 1941 mail
from Hungary (and from other neutral countries) to Australia was censored in Egypt. Philatelists have
been puzzled for some time as to why mail posted from Hungary, from March 1941 onwards, would
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Figure 3:

Registered letters
cancelled Budapest 10
June 1940. Backstamp
indicates it was carried

on the fA aircraft
through Malta - the
last flight in The
Empire Route.

Collection - R. Stern.
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be censored in Egypt. If the mail were travelling from Istanbul why would it bypass the KLM terminal
at Lydda, and be sent to Egypt?

There was heavy fighting along the coastal road in Syria and both French and British ships operated in
the waters between Cyprus and Syria. The only safe route for mail boats was North of Cyprus beyond
the ranges of Greece-based German bombers. This route took the mail boats directly to Egypt where
the mail was censored. The mail was then presumably transported overland, along the Sinai coast
through Gaza, to Lydda, to connect with the KLM flights - some may have been flown from Egypt by
BOAC. If the mail travelled on the Taurus Express, why would it transit through Egypt by rail when
air mail connections were available at Haifa? Disturbances in Iraq might have disrupted the Taurus
Express route. Did mail travel by sea to Alexandria during that month? I have seen mail from
Budapest dated 3, 23, 27 and 31 March 1941 all censored in Egypt.

5 E A

Figure 4:

The Syrian Campaign by British forces blocked the Taurus Express (Istanbul to Lydda). Mail sent by
sea from Adana (Turkey) to Egypt.

In April British forces were engaged in resisting the German attack on Greece and Crete. On 5 April
1941 Germany declared war on Greece, on 6 April 1941 German forces crossed into Greece and on 12
April 1941 began pushing back British forces until finally on the night of23, 24 Aprill941 the British
began to evacuate their forces. Greece surrendered on 23 April 1941 and it was no longer possible for
Hungarian mail for Australia to travel through Athens.

12 Capital Philately Volume 23 Number 1
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Not having any examples of Hungarian mail delivery during this period I examined my records of
Greek mail to Australia during that time, to see how that mail reached Australia. Two examples of
registered mail were helpful;

Date of posting P.O. of origin

4 April 1941 Akrita,

Greece

Backstamps

Haifa 4/5/41

transit time

55 days

Darwin 25/5/41

Sydney 28/5/41

Haifa 2/5/41

Darwin 25/5/41

Sydney 28/5/41

Inevitably German occupation of countries in Eastern Europe meant that mail could not be sent
directly to Australia. During wartime normal civilian mail service does not operate between
belligerent nations. The Germans occupied Greece on 27 April 1941 and occupied other adjacent
countries about the same time. [Ed note: mail could go, with censorship, from Germany to neutral
countries such as Switzerland or Sweden, and could in principle have then been reposted by an agent
to get out of Sweden to Britain, by air. I have one cover from Sweden to Switzerland with German
censorship in transit dated 30 December 1942.]

7 April 1941 Akrita, 52 days

Greece

The Haifa backstamp is significant. That, together with the long transit time to Haifa (about 35 days),
suggests that this mail travelled by the Taurus Express through Istanbul. Again, this was a logical
route with the fighting developing in Greece and the seas around it.

Figure 5:

The last item known to me from Hungary cancelled Budapest 31 MAR 1941 It is censored in Egypt
having travelledfrom Adana to Egypt by sea. Probably carried by KLMfrom Lydda. Redirected in

Australia on 3 September 1941 indicating a transit time of about 153 days.
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On 27 April 1941 the German forces occupied Hungary. It was then an occupied enemy territory and
mail could not be sent through normal civilian channels to Australia. The last mail from Budapest that
I have seen was cancelled Budapest 31 April 1941 (Figure 5). It was censored in Egypt. The transit
time of 153 days from Budapest to Australia indicates the difficulties being experienced.

I wish to acknowledge the help given by Judy Kennett, David Collyer, Rod Perry and Bill Legg in the
preparation of this article. This is an ongoing study and the author would appreciate photocopies of
mail between Hungary and Australia or information. [Please forward material and comments to the
Editor of Capital Philately.]

References:
Allen. A pictorial history of KLM

British G.P.O. Correspondence, re outward service on 9 June 1940.

Higham. Britain's Imperial Air Routes, 1918-1939.

Kennett and Kohalmi. Crash covers from Hungary to Australia 1940.

The News of Hungary Philately Vol 34, No. 1.

Parnell and Boughton. Flypast- a record of aviation in Australia.

Penrose. Wings across the World, an illustrated history of British airways.

Verkuil and van Beveren. Airmail connections from and to the Dutch East Indies during the period
September 1939-February 1942.

Wingent. Aircraft movements on Imperial Airways Eastern Route.

Note: Editorial comments within this article are the work of the Editorial Advisor, R. M. Gregson,
who is to be vociferously thanked for his assistance with this work.

MAP MAGIC

I guess that altering
documents IS not
proper in some ways,
but if you need to
reproduce a reference
I think that it should
be readable and as
complete as IS
possible. I removed
some of the shading
to add contrast, tidied
up a few words, added
my mIssmg place
name and then used
the nifty clone tool
followed by a fine pen
tool to cover up the
tear and join up the broken lines; you don't have to be an artist, and there is an undo function if you
make a mistake. If you have access to a computer, have a play; the results are definitely worth it.
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DISCWORLD ISSUES FIRST STAMPS!
GOING POSTAL BY TERRY PRATCHETT: A BOOK REVIEW

Ian McMahon

Moist von Lipwig, long time con-man, is provided with a second chance; his life in exchange for
becoming Postmaster of Ankh-Morpork and revitalising its moribund post office.

Ankh-Morpork is a town on Discworld, a fantasy world created by Terry Pratchett which travels
through space on the backs of four elephants that stand on the back of a giant turtle. There are
wizards, witches, trolls, dwarfs, zombies, werewolves, vampires and lots more. The biggest city is
Ankh-Morpork, a real melting pot - sort of a cross between mediaeval London and New York.

The Ankh-Morpork Post Office had long since ceased to function being presided over by the elderly
Assistant Postman Groat and Apprentice Postman Stanley, collector of pins. The Central Post Office
building itself was full of undelivered letters, its stage coaches being used to solely carry passengers
and its roof occupied by pigeon fanciers.

Moist, in his uniform which includes a winged hat and winged boots reminiscent of Hermes, injects
life into the Post Office, beginning to deliver letters, engaging the former post office staff and of
course issuing the first Ankh-Morpork stamps. As Stanley says, "This was better than pins, it really
was. There could be no end to stamps. You could put anything on them. They were amazing. They
could move letters around and then you could stick them in a book, all neat."

The first stamps are: Half penny Post Office Red, Penny
Patrician (Lord Vetinari, ruler of Ankh-Morpork), Ankh
Two Penny Purple, Five Penny Morporkia Blue, Ten
Penny Morporkia Green, 50 Pence Cabbage Green, $1
Tower of Art Green and $5 Brass Bridge Blue Triangle.
They are illustrated on the flyleaves of the book.

Needless to say the stamps themselves have been made
available in the real world for the benefit of collectors of

cinderellas, with some of the stamps perforated on a
Victorian era line perforator from the Bath Postal
Museum.

For details see the websites
http://www.discworldstamps.com and

http://www.terrypratchettbooks.comldiscworldlstamp
flyeLpdf

For those who have read Pratchett, he will need no introduction. For everyone else,
Pratchett is a writer of fantasy and satire with 29 Discworld novels as well as many
other related books.
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CA~BERRA PICTURE POSTCARD COLLECTOR$.S
a branch of the Philatelic Society of Canberra, Inc.
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ISSN 1326-9941

Rose Series Colorview No. 532.
"1914-1918 Monument from the Botanical Gardens, Albury, NSW "

This Card appears to have been posted in an envelope as the message on the reverse fills the back and
there is no trace of a stamp or postmark.
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Jenni Creagh

Jenni Creagh &
Bruce Parker
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EDITORIAL
This issue of Pastcards sees us move on from commemorating death to a celebration of life in the form
of Botanic Gardens. Greg Smith made a recent display to the Postcard group, and some of his
beautiful cards are reproduced in this issue together with text (ghost-written by BP and myself)
celebrating these collections of flora from around the country. The card above is the ideal link from
our past issue; the Albury Botanic Gardens are over-looked by the 1914-1918 Monument.

16 Capital Philately Volume 23 No I



GREG SMITH'S BOTANICAL GARDENS

Jenni Creagh and Bruce Parker

PASTCARDS

We are fortunate to have seen Greg Smith's Botanical Gardens Postcard collection at a recent meeting
and compliment Greg on its formation. As a horticulturist, Greg's postcard interests turned naturally
to Botanical Gardens and although his collection is principally of those located in Australia, it
includes the "Mother-of-All Botanical Gardens" - Kew Gardens in London and the magnificent
Tropical Garden in Singapore. While Greg has obtained much information about Australian Botanical
Gardens from the Internet and personal contact, he is fortunate to have an up to date reference book -
"Botanic Gardens of Australia - A guide to 80 Gardens" by Leslie Lockwood, Jan Wilson, and
Murray Fagg all of whom are staff at the National Botanic Gardens in Canberra. The authors admit to
there being about 100 Botanical Gardens in Australia but set some limits on the book's preparation.

Greg's collection includes both the old traditional gardens such as those in our State Capitals and
regional centres such as Albury, established in 1877; Ballarat - 1858 and Cooktown - 1885; as well as
some of the more recently established (and sometimes specialised) gardens constructed principally
since the end of World War II.

Sydney's Royal Botanic Gardens are considered to have been established in 1816, although
horticulture activities were carried out on the site since the arrival of the First Fleet. The Australian
National Botanic Garden in Canberra was established in 1949 but only opened in 1970!

Why do we have Botanic Gardens? As well as providing a pleasant site for rest and relaxation -

" ... it should also be a place where the whole colony could study horticulture, arboricu1ture,
floriculture and landscape gardening in their most perfect forms - it should especially be a
model of careful and thorough cultivation, of well planned scientific effect, and of art skilfully
applied to the embellishment of nature."

- The 1871 Board of Enquiry into the Melbourne Botanic Gardens quoted by Lockwood et al.

One should note the numbers of people visiting the gardens on many of the early cards, it was the
done thing, but sadly our gardens are not as well frequented in the modem era, having to compete with
much less civilised entertainments. This is truly a shame as there are many treats and treasures within,
some of which have been captured on these cards, so take a stroll and enjoy.

Capital Philately Volume 23 No 1

A stately stroll
through Sydney's
Botanic Gardens -
first established in
1816 - although
the fountain and
statues remain, the
trees have grown
and other plantings
have changed over
the past century.

This card served as
a Christmas card
from Wynyard
Square to Bondi,
21 December
1906.
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Growing plants out of their natural ecosystem presents many problems for designers of Botanic
Gardens to overcome - this is often accomplished by creating huge green-houses, conservatoria or
ferneries like The Sydney Fernery (above) which houses ferns from subtropical as well as warm &
cool temperate zones.

Most often when we think of gardens we tend to think of blooming flowers, and luxuriant foliage.
These concepts stem from the Northern Hemisphere (English) origin of the Botanic Garden in
Australia, and the majority of our older gardens reflect this in their composition. The image of
Sydney's Botanic Garden during Autumn clearly shows the deciduous flora in their pre-winter glory,
and portrays a sense of serenity overcoming change in a garden that has stood the test of time.

18
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BOTANICAL GARDENS - HOBART

The RTBG boasts two
historical walls on the
grounds. In 1829
Governor George Arthur
ordered the construction
of a heated wall designed
to protect frost tender
plants and extend the
growing season of fruit
trees. Tasmania's mild
climate made it redundant
and it was only heated for
a few years. Sir John
Eardley-Wilmot arranged
for convicts to build the
second wall, which runs
for 280 metres along the

PASTCARDS
The Royal Tasmanian
Botanical Gardens are the
second oldest in Australia,
established III 1818 two
kilometres from the centre of
Hobart in grounds covering
13.5 hectares.

The RTBG include: Japanese
Garden, Chinese Collection,
Floral Clock (another "must
have"), Tasmanian Natives,
and the Peter Cundall
Vegetable Garden (well
know to viewers of ABC's
Gardening Australia).

Capital Philately Volume 23 No 1

Eastern Boundary of the
gardens: originally the
longest unbroken convict
built wall in Australia.

The Botanical Discovery
Centre (left) provides a
hands-on opportunity to
learn more about plants and
their contribution to our
planet.

There is also a umque
subantarctic house with
cold mists and fogs
containing plants from the
islands around Antarctica.
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1846 saw the
establishment of
the Melbourne
Botanical Gardens.
The postcard on
the left was sent in
1909, and the
image reflects the
tranquillity of that
bygone era. This
Image may be
exactly what that
1871 Board of
Enquiry had III

mind.

At the top of the
hill the tower of
Government House
can be seen

overlooking the gardens. This landmark is also shown in the second Melbourne image (below), with
an aerial perspective showing the extent of the gardens, almost timeless in appearance, while one of
the smaller images shows the modem city skyline encroaching in the background.

This second postcard has similarities to some of the older images when examined closely - it has
people in it! Whether it is a sign of the times, that people are again enjoying the bounty of our
botanical heritage, or just window dressing is hard to determine, but it is nice to imagine the former is
the truth. Although it is harder to see without the full colour of this image, there are a surprising
number of balloons present - perhaps significant of a celebration?
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The gardens in Adelaide and
Brisbane were both established
in 1855, and reflect their
different climates in the style
of their Botanic Gardens.

Adelaide is composed of
stately avenues and expanses
of rolling turf reminiscent of
those classic gardens in "The
Old Country". Statues are
found scattered throughout the
grounds; some are a little
unexpected.

To hear that there is a goat in the garden would be
the worst nightmare of many gardeners, but in
Adelaide, the situation is under control as the
seemingly innocuous beast "Amalthea" is in the
capable hands of the Nymph. This statue represents
Capricorn the goat as a source of nourishment -
legend has it that the goat/nymph Amalthea
nourished the infant Zeus (Jupiter) on goat's milk
while he was hidden from Cronus on the island of
Crete. While the reverse of the card clearly states
that the nymph is just "nymph" and the goat is
"Am althea" , other stories name the nymph
"Amalthea", but knowing how many of these
legends run when Greek gods are involved, perhaps
she was actually both! Whichever way, the image is
a more immediate reminder of this story than the
other Amalthea, one of planet Jupiter's inner moons
(the fifth largest), discovered in 1892 by Joseph
Barnard, the last to be found by direct observation.

Old Palm House was
constructed in 1877 in an effort
to bring the tropical climate
from the North to the southern
temperate zones. This creation
of glass and steel still stands in
the Botanic Gardens today
serving the same purpose - a
testament to the quality of 19th

Century building and the
endurance of the philosophy
behind the concept of the
Botanic Garden.
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Creating the Botanic
Garden in the warmer
climate of Brisbane
would have presented
different problems to
the designers in 1855.
Instead of having to
fight to keep tropical
plants warm they could
be planted out-doors
accompanied by other
introduced species that
would tolerate the
conditions.

features make
important

element in Botanic
Gardens - plants must
have water in some form
to survive (as must we
all). Readers may
remember looking at
Postcards on this very
topic in a past issue. In
Botanic Gardens water is
often celebrated
Fountains (right and
1906 Sydney "Christmas
Card") or in waterfalls
and ponds. Perhaps
these are extravagant in

our relatively
climate

dry
agam

reflecting Northern
Hemisphere ongms.
This IS doubly
reinforced in the
postcard on the left -

group of well-
dressed visitors stand
overlooking the
water feature m
Brisbane's Botanic
Gardens (pre 1910)
and are in turn
observed by a swan -
but a white one!
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On the far side of
Australia the Western
Australians were not to
be out-done by Eastern
enterprises. 1872 saw
the opening of King's
Park, and from the
crowd shown on the
postcard to the left it
was well utilised by the
public of all ages.

Unfortunately the card
has had the stamp and
postmark removed,
leaving us no postal
clues as to the time of
use, but the message is
worth including:

"Dear Eva, I am sending you of an accident that happened to Audrey she was out walking with Mr
Mudge when she slipped and fell spraining her ankle, she has been in bed two weeks now & is not
properly alright yet. No more news just now. Kind Regards from Barb. "

From this you may infer many things about the social relations between adults, the state of medical
understanding if two weeks of bed rest weren't mending a sprained ankle, that the incident was
noteworthy, and of course what about poor Mr Mudge - was that the end of his relationship, was he
amiss in not swooping to save the damsel before her destruction - it sounds like an episode from a
Radio serial, but then, in a way it is.

In 1962, King's Park became a Botanical Garden, looking out over Perth and the Swan River which
features many native Western Australian wildflowers amongst its botanical treasures.

PERTH WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Capital Philately Volume 23 No 1 23



Our National
Capital was the
last Australian
Capital to have its
own garden, even
Darwin had a
garden established
by 1886, but late
blooming is no
bad thing when it
comes to flora -
take advantage of
newer technology,
a far greater
understanding of
climate and plant
ecology, or even
more innovative
landscape design.

The Australian
National Botanic

Gardens were established in 1949, (although they weren't opened until 1970) and take full advantage
of the terrain offered by Canberra's iconic Black Mountain. The natural landscape provides for
grottos and walks, waterfalls, abundant flora and fauna and shelters the visitor from the hustle and
bustle of the modern world. A tip if you are planning to visit - walk straight to the top then work your
way back down, otherwise you'll be too tired to enjoy it (I remember making this mistake trying to
follow the arrows when Iwas visiting with cousins as a youngster. -JC).

PASTCARDS
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The postcard below shows three of the nicest things about the ANBG: The stunning native flora, the
inquisitive native fauna, but most of all ...

The #1 best
place to take
a picnic on a
stinking hot
summer day
in Canberra;
amongst the
lush ferns,
mist sprays,
creek, and
boardwalks
- Pull up a
park bench,
enjoy a
snack, close
your eyes
and relax. It
is definitely
a National
Treasure.

AUSTRALIAN NAT!ONAL BOTANIC GARDE.NS
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Not to be out done by the
Capital Cities, regional
centres often create lavish
Botanic Gardens. These
may showcase their local
environs, be focussed
upon particular plant
types that grow especially
well under local
conditions, or bring
together spectacular
species not usually seen
by the public.

Coffs Harbour's Botanic
Garden (Northern NSW)
appears as a tropical

paradise with Palms and
Ferns, while the Ballarat
Botanical Gardens (Vic.) are
a haven to the bright colours
of massed Begonias.

The Rainforest Boardwalk at
the Feckler Botanic Gardens
in Cairns (Qld.) is
spectacularly displayed on the
Postcard below, while the
reverse ensures visitors take
home plenty of information
about this " ... precious
remnant of the lowland swamp
forest with Alexander Palm

Groves, towering paperbark
trees and impenetrable
pandanus swamps. Once a
familiar forest type along the
tropical coast, it is now under
threat from agriculture and
development. The Boardwalk
provides a unique opportunity
to observe this native
Rainforest ecosystem." The
reverse also lists the species
photographed, including the
"Ant Plant" (2nd from bottom)
which grows special
apartments to house its
aggressive insect defenders.

Capital Philately Volume 23 No 1 25



PASTCARDS

The Botanic Gardens at Mount Annan, outside Sydney (NSW) look far more Australian than most
images shown in these cards, but therefore perhaps less like a Botanic Garden. It covers a huge 400
hectares and is Australia's largest Botanic Garden. The trees shown are Forest Red Gums, probably
lucky to have survived so close to Sydney in prime grazing country. Mt Annan is a repository and
propagation centre for many of Australia's native flora species including some of the most endangered
like the prehistoric Wollemi Pine.

The Beechwood
Heritage garden
in the Adelaide
Hills is a time
capsule from
the Victorian
Era. The oldest
Conservatory in
Australia (left)
was built III

1870 to house
an amazmg
array of exotic
plants brought
from overseas.
Many of the
exotic garden
regulars we take
for granted
today like

liquidambars
and conifers

made early appearances at Beechwood. There is even a 120' Californian Redwood grown from seed!
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It could probably be
said that all the
Australian Botanic
Gardens are
descended from the
Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew,
England. The sheer
scale of the Great
Palm House (left)
has to be seen in
perspective to be
believed. Designed
by Decimus Burton
and Richard Turner
and constructed
from 1844-48 out of
glass and steel it is

363' long, 100' wide and 66' high (121m x 33.3m x 22m approximately) and houses temperate plants.

The Kew gardens were established in the 1ih Century, and are now home to extensive collections of
living plants and seeds (still viable), herbarium collections of pressed and spirit preserved plants and
seeds, an economic plant collection (of the origin of plant based materials) as well as the library and
archives. The collected plant specimens from early explorations of Australia are housed within the
herbarium. In recognition of these irreplaceable collections on the 3rd July 2003 the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew was officially inscribed into UNESCO's list of World Heritage sites.

Images of Kew could easily be mistaken for other gardens around the world - obviously resembling
their parent - the tulips and rhododendrons below could be part of our own Floriade in Canberra
rather than half a world away.

Capital Philately Volume 23 No 1 27



PASTCARDS

Our final postcard is from Singapore, showing the rolling lawns and stately shade trees found in so
many Botanic Gardens. There is a water feature and visitors enjoying a visit, and again there are
swans ... but this time they are black.

This seems an appropriate symbol of how the modem Botanic Garden is now a melting pot of ideas,
technology, climate, ecology and culture rather than simply an attempt to clone a piece of another
country's heritage.

References:
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http://www .nineplanets. org/ amalthea.html
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and

www.google.com (or I couldn't have found anything! -J'C)
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