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March 2018 – Editorial
Welcome to Volume 37 of Capital  Philately. We are close now to our 40th Anniversary, but will we make it 
there?

The production of any Journal is time-consuming and requires the help of many people: contributors, authors, 
editors, proof-readers and of course there are the readers at the end; who hopefully are engaged and provide 
feedback on the product.

Of course it isn’t just the Journal part of our Society that needs Volunteers, but the organisation as a whole. Often 
these are the same people year after year, perhaps switching roles for a while. When we lose a member, there is 
a void that cannot be filled. Sadly it seems that 2019 marks the loss of some of our hard working contributors.

Too often we don’t thank volunteers in general for their efforts, and we really ought to do so much more often.

I’d like to take this opportunity to offer heart-felt thanks to all those past and present who have made the 
Philatelic Society of Canberra what is is today. Without all of you, our hoppy would be diminished and we would 
not have the chance to share it with our community.

Next year (2020) we will have another Stampshow in March - this is a great time to help out with a Society 
project. The setup requires agile minds as well as some strong bodies, and the duration of the show needs 
friendly volunteers with smiling faces to help manning the door and other society contributions to the running 
of the event. If you think you can help - even in a small way (like packing newsletters or souvenir items) please 
get in touch with a member of the committee, or message us through the facebook page.

Many hands do indeed make light work. For a few reasons to become a volunteer have a read of pages 14 and 15.
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Letters to the Editor
“Don’t forget the Carré in Amsterdam.  Although the name suggests “square” rather than round, it was opened 
in 1887 specifically as a permanent house for circus performances.  I have attended quite a few of those in that 
building.  It still exists and is still used for circuses.  Type “Carré amsterdam” in Google and you will get the full 
story.  The name is pronounced Carray, with the emphasis on the ay.”

Hans Karman



Volume 37, No. 1.  3

Capital Philately

In Memoriam
BERNARD VAN DER MEER, 1931-2019

It was very sad to learn at the end of March that our long-standing member, indeed a Life Member, Bernard van 
der Meer had died. Bernard was always a very quiet and modest man, but for many years he was at the heart 
of the Exchange Branch. While Hans Karman was the Exchange Superintendent, Bernard handled the practical 
side – putting the books together, organising the circuits, and keeping track of vendors’ material. Sadly, in 2010 
he suffered a stroke and had been in a nursing home since then.  

Bernard was born in Holland in 1931 and came to Australia in 1956 with his parents, a brother and sister. 
His schooldays in Holland during the war would not have been easy. When he left school he got a job with 
the railways.  He once told me how desperately cold he had been working in the shunting yards at 4am in the 
winter. After the war he spent the compulsory 22 months National Service in the Dutch Army before coming to 
Australia. His elder brother had already arrived and had obviously given good reports of the opportunities here.

Bernard was one of those quiet hardworking people who have contributed to the growth of Canberra. He worked 
on the building of the bell-tower of St Christopher’s Cathedral in Manuka, and later joined the Parks and 
Gardens Branch and helped keep our Garden City flourishing.

Bernard’s sister explained that he had taken over a stamp collection one of his brothers had begun and it became 
his lifelong interest. He collected Australia, Great Britain, many European countries, and probably other parts of 
the world as well. He joined the Philatelic Society of Canberra soon after arriving in Canberra.   

Bernard was very fit.  Every Sunday he rode his bike to Campbell and climbed Mt Ainslie.  Then he went to his 
brother’s house in Campbell for coffee before cycling home.  His sister reported that even in Holland he often 
set off on long walks, for up to four days at a time. When he was running the Inner North circuit of the Exchange 
Branch he would walk from Lyneham to Watson to deliver the books, and he always walked from Lyneham into 
Civic – all the fares saved went into his stamp collections!

He was also a foundation member of the Postcard Branch of the Society which Chris Puttock began in 1995.   
Bernard’s particular interest was cards of the Isle of Wight.  When he had accumulated an exhaustive collection 
of the Isle, he began collecting Cornwall, then Devon. Following his stroke, which left him paralysed on his left 
side, he spent nine years in a nursing home; but his sister brought in a box of his treasured postcards each week 
and he was able to riffle through them with his right hand. She told me he had amassed more than 18,000 cards!

Bernard was awarded Life 
Membership of the Society in 
recognition of his many years work 
for the Exchange Branch. He was 
very proud of this and one of his 
postcard-collecting friends told me 
that Bernard pointed to the framed 
certificate on the wall of his room 
every time he visited.

Elspeth Bodley

Unable to find a photo of Bernard, here is a lovely photo postcard taken from Cowes on the Isle of Wight. 
“S.Y. Alberta, S.S. Titanic, Cowes 10 4 1912” postally used from Calais with the message 

‘This is our yacht passing the Titanic before she left Southampton, Jack’.        -ED
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Canberra Tracking Stations
Ian McMahon

To mark the 50th Anniversary of the first landing of man on the moon, this article looks briefly at the role of 
the Canberra Tracking Stations in supporting the Apollo and other space missions through a range of covers 
produced at the time to mark the missions. 

In the late 1960s, three tracking stations and an associated communication station were established in the 
Canberra region to support NASA space missions including deep space missions, satellites in Earth orbit and 
the Apollo Program (1966-1972) including the moon landings:

• Tidbinbilla Deep Space Station, NASA Deep Space Network (DSN) 

• Orroral Valley Tracking Station, NASA Spacecraft Tracking and Data Acquisition Network (STADAN) 

• Honeysuckle Creek, NASA Manned Space Flight Network (MSFN)

• NASA Comm Canberra

The three tracking stations, Tidbinbilla, Orroral Valley and Honeysuckle Creek, played a pivotal role in the 
support of NASA’s missions, especially the Apollo Missions, with Honeysuckle Creek providing the initial 
television footage of the first walk on the moon by Neil Armstrong in Apollo 11.

Honeysuckle Creek Tracking Station

Honeysuckle Creek was part of the NASA Manned Space Flight Network (MSFN) of three 26 m antennas at 
Goldstone (California), Honeysuckle Creek and Fresnedillas (Spain) capable of tracking a spacecraft to and 
from the moon and located near existing Deep Space Stations (DSS) established to support the Apollo Program.  
It was 20km south of Tidbinbilla DSS and was completed in December 1966, and opened on 17 March 1967 by 
the Prime Minister (Harold Holt). The site was selected because it was shielded from man-made radio frequency 
interference which could seriously jeopardise the reception of spacecraft signals. 

Figure 1 shows a cover to mark Apollo 6 which was launched on 4 April 1968 and was an unmanned test flight 
of the Saturn V (AS-502).  Despite severe vibrations NASA identified fixes and declared Saturn V ‘man-rated’. 
The flight enabled Honeysuckle Creek, the other MSFN stations, the Goddard Space Flight Center, and Mission 
Control to test their ability to work together on a live mission.

Figure 1. 

Cover for 
Apollo 6 with 
Honeysuckle 
Creek Cachet 

4 Apr 1968

 Signed by 
Bernard 

Scrivener, 
the Centre’s 

administrative 
officer, on behalf 

of the station 
director (Tom 

Reid).
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Apollo 9 was launched on 3 March 1969 with crew James McDivitt, David Scott and Rusty Schweickart for a 10 
day flight using Saturn V (AS-504) and was the first manned flight test of the Lunar Module including propulsion, 
rendezvous and docking. Honeysuckle Creek, working with Tidbinbilla, supported 52 orbits including four 
passes of the command and lunar modules in separate flight. 

Apollo 10 was launched on 18 May 1969 for an 8 day flight with crew Thomas P. Stafford, John Young and 
Eugene Cernan as a “dress rehearsal” for lunar landing with command module ‘Charlie Brown’ and lunar 
module ‘Snoopy’.  Snoopy descended to 8.4 nautical miles from the lunar surface and photographed the planned 
Apollo 11 landing site. Honeysuckle Creek’s role included maintaining contact with the command module while 
Tidbinbilla maintained contact with Snoopy while they were in separate flight.

Apollo 11 (Figure 2) was launched 16 July 1969 for an 8 day flight with crew Neil Armstrong, Michael Collins, 
Edwin “Buzz” Aldrin and the command module, Columbia and the lunar module, Eagle. The Eagle conducted 
the first manned landing in the Sea of Tranquility. Honeysuckle Creek provided the TV images of Neil Armstrong 
walking down the steps of the Lunar lander to the Lunar surface and the first 7 minutes (approximately) of the 
first moon walk when it was replaced by footage from Parkes. 

Figure 2. Cover with Apollo XV cachet dated 16 Jul 1969. ‘MAN ON THE MOON’ Cachet. 
Station Director handstamp. Neil Armstrong Autopen signature. Cancelled 1 Aug 1969 Canberra.

Apollo 12 was launched on 14 November 1969 for a ten day flight with crew: Charles (Pete) Conrad, Richard 
F. Gordon, and Alan Bean and command module ‘Yankee Clipper’ and lunar module ‘Intrepid’. Intrepid landed 
in the Ocean of Storms near the Surveyor 3 probe and returned parts of Surveyor to Earth. Apollo 12 was a near 
faultless mission supported by Honeysuckle Creek and its wing station, Tidbinbilla.

Apollo 14 was launched on 31 January 1971 for a 9 day flight with crew; Alan Shepard, Stuart Roosa, Edgar 
Mitchell and control module, Kitty Hawk and lunar module Antares for a 9 day flight. Antares landed at Fra 
Mauro. Apollo 14 broadcast the first colour TV images from the lunar surface. Honeysuckle Creek played a key 
role in supporting the mission. 
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Apollo 15 (Figure 3) was launched on 26 July 1971 for a 12 day flight, Crew; David Scott, Alfred Worden, and 
James Irwin. Command module, Endeavour; lunar module, Falcon. Falcon landed at Hadley–Apennine for a 
3 day lunar stay. First use of Lunar Rover which was tracked by Honeysuckle as a spacecraft in its own right. 
According to John Saxon, Operations Supervisor, Honeysuckle Creek 

“had the lion’s share of that mission – we had all the excursions on the surface of the moon, the 
bringing up of the first lunar rover down link to the ground, all the critical parts of that mission, it all 
went by the book it was perfect. Apollo 15 was the scientific and technical peak of our operations.”

Figure 3. Cover with Apollo XV cachet ‘Donald Gray, Station Director’ with Honeysuckle Creek label. 
Cancelled 26 JY 71.

Apollo 16 was launched on 16 April 1972 for an 11-day flight. Crew; John Young, Ken Mattingly, and Charles 
Duke. Command module, Casper. Lunar module, Orion. Landed in Descartes Highlands. Honeysuckle Creek 
was mainly tracking during astronaut sleep periods with most activities to be televised occurring outside the 
viewing period of the ACT complex, the amount of TV coverage of this mission received in Australia was not 
as great as during Apollo 15.

Apollo 17 launched on 7 December 1972 for a 12 day flight with crew; Eugene Cernan, Ronald Evans and Harrison 
Schmitt. Command module, America. Lunar module Challenger. Landed at Taurus–Littrow.  Honeysuckle 
Creek’s support included supporting the Lunar Rover and was supported by the use of Tidbinbilla’s new 64 m 
antenna. Figure 4 shows a cover commemorating the launch of the final Apollo Mission, Apollo 17.  An insert 
in the cover states: The first tracking by Honeysuckle Creek during the Apollo project commenced with the first 
manned mission in the project - Apollo 7. This was an earth orbit manned mission of 11 days with launch on 
October 12, 1968 (Aust. time). All subsequent Apollo missions Apollo 8 through 17 have been supported …. 
Honeysuckle Creek had the distinction of being the Station through which the first TV activities from the lunar 
surface were relayed to the watching world of that historic event - Neil Armstrong stepping onto the lunar 
surface during the Apollo 11 mission on July 21,1969.
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Figure 4. Printed cover showing Honeysuckle Creek. Cancelled 7 DE 72 Canberra City. 

Honeysuckle Creek supported the four Skylab missions beginning with Skylab 1 (14 May 1973), an unmanned 
launch of the Skylab space station, and Skylab 2 (25 May 1973) which took Pete Conrad, Paul J. Weitz, and 
Joseph P. Kerwin to the Skylab for a 28 day stay.

After the highly successful Skylab missions, Honeysuckle was no longer needed for Manned Space Flight 
Support and was added to the Deep Space Network as DSS-44 receiving a major refit to enable it to support the 
1975 Viking launches as an auxiliary to Tidbinbilla when, during the early stages of these missions, Tidbinbilla’s 
bigger dish couldn’t be angled down far enough. Viking 1 and 2 were launched on 20 August 1975 and 9 
September 1975, entering Mars orbit on 19 June 19 1976, and 7 August 1976 respectively. Viking 1 Lander 
landed on Mars on 20 July 20 1976 and the Viking 2 Lander on 3 September.  

After the closure of Honeysuckle Creek in 1982, its dish was moved to Tidbinbilla in 1982 where it continued 
in operation until 2010. 

Tidbinbilla Deep Space Station

The Tidbinbilla Deep Space Communication Complex, 18 km south west of Canberra, became operational in 
December 1964 and opened in March 1965, with a 26 m antenna, DSS-42. A 64 m antenna was completed in 
1972.  For Apollo, Unified S-Band receiving and transmitting equipment was installed and operated as a virtual 
extension of Honeysuckle Creek with DSS-42 being shared between the Deep Space Network and MSFN.

Apollo 8 (Figure 5) was launched on 21 December 1968 for a 6 day flight with crew; Frank Borman, James 
Lovell and William Anders. First circumlunar flight of the Command module. Tidbinbilla (HSKX), acting as 
Honeysuckle (HSK)’s ‘wing’ station, tracked Apollo 8 for up to 12 hours at a time. For a two-hour period, it was 
the sole antenna whilst urgent repairs were carried out on Honeysuckle’s dish. 
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Figure 5. Cover for Apollo 8 with DSS42 label signed by Eliza Barnett, assistant to Hal French, Operations 
Chief on behalf of the station director (Don Gray). Cancelled 21 DE 68 Canberra City. 

For Apollo 11, the first manned lunar landing, Tidbinbilla and Honeysuckle worked together with Tidbinbilla 
tracking the lunar module and Tidbinbilla the Command Module when both were visible and operating 
independently. For Apollo 15 Tidbinbilla (working as Honeysuckle Creek’s wing station) played a leading role 
in supporting the mission which included the first use of a Lunar Rover which had to be tracked as a spacecraft 
in its own right. Tidbinbilla (and Honeysuckle Creek) had less work with Apollo 16 as the flight passed in range 
during the astronaut’s sleep period.  

After the Apollo missions Tidbinbilla concentrated on its primary purpose, the support of Deep Space missions.

Helios-A and Helios-B (Figure 6) were launched into an orbit around the sun for the purpose of studying solar 
processes  on December 10, 1974, and January 15, 1976, respectively in a joint venture of West Germany 
and the USA. Helios-B flew 3 million kilometres closer to the Sun than Helios-A, achieving an orbit around 
the sum with a minimum distance 
of 43.4 million km on April 17, 
1976, closer than the orbit of 
Mercury. Helios-B was sent into 
orbit 13 months after the launch of 
Helios-A. The Helios space probes 
completed their primary missions 
by the early 1980s, and continued 
to send data up to 1985.

Figure 6.

 Cover for the Helios Project with 
Tidbinbilla label. Cancelled 15 JA 

76 Tharwa, ACT.
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Pioneer-Venus 1 (Figure 7) was a mission to Venus conducted by the United States as part of the Pioneer Venus 
project. Launched in May 1978 using an Atlas-Centaur rocket, the spacecraft was inserted into an elliptical orbit 
around Venus on December 4, 1978. It returned data on Venus until October 1992. 

Figure 7. Printed cover for Tidbinbilla’s role in Pioneer-Venus 1’s entry into Mars orbit. Cancelled 4 Dec 1978 
Canberra City.

Vega 1 and Vega 2 were unmanned spacecraft launched on 15 and 21 December 1984 respectively to investigate 
Venus and flyby Halley’s Comet in a collaboration between the USSR, Austria, Bulgaria, France, Hungary, East 
Germany, Poland, Czechoslovakia and West Germany.  Vega 1 arrived at Venus on June 11, 1985 and Vega 2 on 
June 15, 1985. 

Orroral Valley Tracking Station

The Orroral Valley Tracking Station was part of NASA’s Spacecraft Tracking and Data Acquisition Network 
(STADAN) which supported Earth-orbiting satellites. Located 50 km south of Canberra. Construction began 
in 1963 and completed May 1965. It had a 26m antenna and VHF and microwave frequency antennas. The 
station’s primary role was to quickly switch from tracking one satellite to another, tracking 30-70 tracks a day, 
24 hours a day. 

Orroral Valley played a role in tracking Apollo spacecraft when they were in Earth orbit. Apollo 8 was launched 
on 21 December 1968 for a 6 day flight with Frank Borman, James Lovell and William Anders as crew. First 
circumlunar flight of a Command Module and first manned flight of Saturn V rocket.  

Orroral Valley included a Laser-ranging Geodetic Observatory for the purpose of ranging on the laser reflectors 
left on the lunar surface by the Apollo astronauts including a retroreflector array left by the crew of Apollo 11 
enabling more accurate estimates of the distance between the Moon and the Earth. 

Apollo 14 and Apollo 15 each left an additional retroreflector array on the surface of the moon, improving the 
accuracy of measurements made by the Laser-ranging Geodetic Observatory at Orroral Valley.  
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In 1972 Orroral Valley became part of the Spaceflight Tracking and Data Network (STDN) following the 
consolidation of STADAN with the Manned Space Flight Network (MSFN). Apollo 16 (Figure 8) was launched 
on 16 April 1972 for an 11-day flight. Crew; John Young, Ken Mattingly, and Charles Duke.’

Figure 8. Cover for Apollo 16 Signed J W Rowe on behalf of the station director (Dennis Willshire). 
Orroral Valley Label.  Cancelled 17 AP 72 Tharwa ACT. 

Orroral Valley communicated with the Apollo Lunar Surface Experiments Packages (ALSEP), a set of scientific 
instruments placed one the Moon during the moon landings by Apollo 12,14,15,16 and 17. In 1974 Orroral 
Valley was upgraded to enable it to support manned space flights with a 9 m dish with Unified S-Band capacity. 
The upgrade enabled the Station to play a major role in supporting the Apollo – Soyez Test Mission (Figure 9) , 
the first joint US-Soviet space flight involving the docking of an Apollo Module and a Soyuz capsule. Both were 
launched on 15 July 1975 for a 5 day flight crewed by Alexei Leonov and Valeri Kubasov (Soyez 19) and for 
a 9 day flight crewed by Thomas P. Stafford, Vance D. Brand and Donald K. Slayton (Apollo). Orroral Valley 
tracked the Apollo module on all orbits that were in range. 

Figure 9. Cover with cachet ‘APOLLO Союз’ Cancelled Torrens ACT 15 JY 75.
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Orroral Valley began preparations to support the Space Shuttle, Space Transportation System (STS), in 1977 
with the installation of specialised equipment including the Digital Data Processing System (DDPS).  STS-3 
was the 3rd Space Shuttle mission, and the 3rd for Columbia (STS-1 flew on 12 April 1981). Launched on 22 
March 1982 for an 8-day flight involving orbital endurance testing and scientific experiments. Orroral Valley 
tracked STS-3 when it was within range.  

The role played by STDN stations was taken over by the Tracking Delay Relay Satellite System (TDRSS) 
and, as a result, Orroral Valley closed on 31 January 1985 with the 14th Shuttle flight (STS-51A) being the last 
manned flight tracked by the Station.

NASA COMM Centre Canberra

NASA Comm Centre Canberra was established in the Deakin Telephone Exchange, Deakin in 1965. Ronald 
‘Kevyn’ Westbrook was the Officer in Charge. It became the key switching centre for all telemetry & voice for 
Orroral Valley, Honeysuckle Creek and Tidbinbilla as well as for Carnarvon, Cooby Creek (Qld), Woomera and 
Johannesburg, with links to the Goddard Space flight Center and to supporting ships and aircraft. Deakin closed 
in 1988 being replaced in the role by Tidbinbilla.

Apollo 13 (Figure 10) launched on 11 April 1970 for a 5 day mission with crew James Lovell, Jack Swigert, and 
Fred Haise. Command module Odyssey. Lunar module Aquarius. Shortly after coming into view of Honeysuckle 
Creek and Tidbinbilla on 14 April 1970, an oxygen tank explosion crippled the spacecraft and the planned lunar 
landing was cancelled.  With their communications to the Goddard Space Flight Center channeled through 
NASA Comm Canberra, the stations worked hard to ensure its safe return to Earth with the Lunar module used 
as “lifeboat” for the crew.

Figure 10. Cover with Apollo 13 Cachet and NASA Comm Canberra handstamp dated Apr 11 ’70. 
Cancelled 15 AP 70 Canberra
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Top: Moon Landing Locations (All Countries and Missions)

Centre to Bottom: A selection of 50th Anniversary of the 
Moon Landing Souvenirs from Australia Post.
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Canberra Stampshow 2020 Souvenir Cover with the Honeysuckle Creek Stamp cancelled at Tharwa on the 
50th anniversary of the moon landing and walk. 

Copies of this item and others can be ordered on the Stampshow souvenir form available at 
https://canberrastamps.org/canberra-2020/souvenirs-2020/

Canberra Stampshow 2020
Canberra Stampshow 2020, the twenty-first Biennial National Philatelic Convention staged by the Philatelic 
Society of Canberra Inc, will be held at the Hellenic Club Woden, Canberra on 13-15 March 2020.

The main theme of the exhibition will be a celebration of Pacific Exploration including the 250th anniversary 
of Captain James Cook voyage to the Pacific including his visit to New Zealand and the Eastern Coast of 
Australia.

Classes and Pacific Challenge

There will be two half national exhibitions in Australia in 2020, Canberra in March and Newcastle in August 
sharing the classes. Our exhibition will have National classes of Postal History, Aerophilately, Astrophilately, 
Postal Stationery, Revenues, Literature, Frugal, Youth and Picture Post Cards plus the Pacific Challenge for 
which the Philatelic Society of Canberra will provide a special prize for the best South Pacific-related exhibit 
in any of the classes offered by the Exhibition.

Canberra Stampshow 2020 also includes all state-level classes.

Canberra Festival

Don’t forget that the show is part of the annual Celebrate Canberra Festival and our exhibition will be a 
featured event, together with many other exciting events.  If you are an early riser the balloon festival (on 
every morning weather permitting) is great to see and go for a ride over Canberra.
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Volunteering - Helping others and so ourselves.
Jenni Creagh

The world we live in is full of pressure from many directions, so why 
should we subject ourselves to even more but taking on the obligation or 
commitment of becoming a volunteer? Apart from the obvious realisation 
that without volunteers many things would cease to be, there are far more 
personal reasons that this extra activity can be beneficial.

In 2001 the UN declared it the International Year of Volunteers - something 
to be recognised and celebrated across the breadth of humanity globally. 
That we should join together to recognise the importance of those people 
and organisations that are part of making us better humans. Occasionally this floats back into the public eye 
through good-news stories or in times of tragedy, but on the whole volunteers are hard working, but seldom 
congratulated. Across the globe we occasionally see the results of this in the issue of Philatelic (and other 
souvenir) items, some of which are shown here; I am sure there are many more. In my opinion all of you who 
volunteer are deserved of that same recognition, but will sadly probably not make it onto a stamp. 

Nonetheless, as a Non-Profit Organisation, The Philatelic Society of Canberra is run by volunteers, people who 
give up their time to make sure the activities of a community group with shared philatelic interests come to 
fruition. Why? Because we can, we should, we need to, because others won’t but someone must? Simply we just 
do! Can anyone do this? Most certainly! Why? Well, I’m glad you asked...

Self Esteem and Self Confidence

Sometimes we are our own worst enemy when it comes to assigning value to our personal worth, not in a 
financial sense, but as a functional human. When we achieve something for ourselves or for others it builds upon 
that “worth”, seeing through another’s eyes makes it easier to look objectively at ourselves. Doing something 
new can broaden your horizons and remove self-imposed limits on your ability. Looking back on what you have 
achieved in a family or career sense seems easy, but if you broaden that observation to the volunteer impact you 
have had on the lives of others, the ripple effect can be huge. You are part of a far larger whole that can extend 
globally.

Connection

For some in fact, it may 
not be an addition to a 
full schedule, but instead 
a link back to that space. 
Feelings of loneliness and 
isolation are common for 
many reasons, even in this 
digitally connected world 
(and sometimes because 
of it). Volunteering can be 
a way to meet new people 
with similar interests, to 
build friendships and to 
strengthen those that may 
already exist by committing 
to a shared activity together. 
Taking the skills that you 
already have and making 
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them available to others, while you receive a reciprocated exchange is vital to 
the function of society as a whole.

Mental Health

Sadly in today’s world Mental Health is often overlooked, and down-played as 
an important part of our self. However only by talking about this can we change 
it. Our mental state is vital to our physical well-being, and vice versa. Even at 
the peak of physical perfection, poor mental health can be fatal. So what can we 
do to improve it? Firstly, talk about it! Are you ok? That also means listening to 

those around us too. It doesn’t mean taking on the world and carrying those around you if you yourself are not 
doing well. But being part of a Volunteer organisation can be extremely beneficial.

Not only does it provide contact with others to reduce isolation, combat feelings of loneliness or depression, 
it confirms identity and strengthens community and social ties to create a support network. If you ever need it, 
www.blackdoginstitute.org.au can provide resources to cope with and better understand Mental health issues.

Being part of something bigger can increase sense of worth and the chance to look outwards instead of being 
locked in your own mind. Seeing yourself through the eyes of another can be important to our understanding of 
who we are, and knowing that we are connected by something in common can make the world less intimidating.

Volunteering can boost Mental Health in the biggest way simply by making you happier. This is known sometimes 
as the “Helper’s High” an increase in the levels of happy hormones in the brain chemistry. In fact it is argued 
that the act of volunteering is not about helping others, but is motivated selfishly so that we receive that chemical 
reward and therefore benefit the species as a whole. This is not confined to our species, but an underlying genetic 
imperative to ensure species survival.

Regardless of the reasons, there is no doubt that there are many Mental Health benefits to belonging to, 
contributing to and being part of a volunteer organisation be it social, charitable or interest based.

Physical Health

A growing body of evidence shows that not only is Volunteering good for your Mental Health, it has Physical 
benefits too: lower bloods pressure, increased physical activity and longer life-span. A study by Carnegie 
Mellon University in 2013 found that volunteers over 50 who volunteered regularly were less likely to develop 
hypertension (high blood pressure) compared to non-volunteers. While sometimes being a volunteer is stressful, 
it is also an outlet for stress with motivation and sense of achievement creating an overall healthier lifestyle.

Purpose

What am I going to do now? Sometimes reaching out to a volunteer organisation can fill a void left by something 
else, or provide satisfaction that 
is lacking in another part of life. 
It isn’t a substitute for fixing the 
latter, but can help build coping 
strategies and the ability to 
change.

A strong sense of purpose will 
flow on to other aspects of life 
and can recreate a joie de vivre.

Perspective

Less so for our organisation, but 
volunteering can help refocus 
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perspective away from 
the “self” and outwards 
to a whole community. 
Or divert from one’s 
own problems when 
considered beside those 
of others. Just being able 
to make a difference 
to someone else is 
important. Teaching 
others (here philately 
can have an impact) has 
a huge flow on effect - 
passing on information, 
or preserving it for the 
future ensures that our 
past is not lost.

Career

Surprisingly Philately gave me the way into my longest employment at the National Dinosaur Museum. The 
idea of displaying some of my collection of Prehistoric Philately just after one of our Stamp Exhibitions (with 
the hope of encouraging junior stamp-collecting) gave rise to a successful job interview.

In today’s market, ou social skills are assessed alongside other skills by prospective employers, value being 
placed in those who make volunteer or community contributions. Besides these give us the chance to practice 
our skills or learn new ones - which is likely part of the reason we do them. Team-work, problem solving, 
planning, organisational skills, project management and communication are all just as important in paid and 
volunteer work.

Your Society Needs You!

Sadly none of us are getting any younger, or able to make the clock run slower so we have more time for things, 
or able to magically make stuff just get done. We need more help to achieve all we wont to do. 

I am sure there are people reading this that are thinking “but what could I do?”. Well if you are reading this and 
have found errors, as I am sure I make them, then that is a skill of use. If you have ideas for things to write about 
relating to your philatelic interest, or knowledge to share, please do. If you have publication or computer skills 
you are worth your weight in Penny Black stamps. That is just relating to getting this Journal made. 

We need people of all sorts, for many different roles throught the year, from stuffing envelopes to parcelling out 
souvenirs in a Stampshow year. Not 
up to much, but have a welcome 
voice and smile? Helping those that 
come to events like Stampshow by 
working a shift on the entry door 
could be the perfect role for you.

The great thing is that as individuals 
we come in all shapes and sizes, but 
then so do the jobs. 

Many hands make light work, so 
please consider lending yours and 
Thankyou in advance!
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Running Away to the Circus - Act 2, Circus Families and Legacies.
Postcards Greg Smith, Text: Jenni Creagh

As is often the case when working on a project, the scope and plans change from concept to execution. The 
Circus theme is so broad, that cutting it down and shaping it as I originally intended would be skimping on 
so many parts of the story. So instead I have let it grow a little and so it will hopefully round out this Volume 
of Capital Philately, with not 3 Acts, but 4 for Pastcards. For all the glorious performers you will need to wait 
for the next instalment, but you will find a few gems as we look at how the Circus developed and some of the 
important people and places through the next set of Greg Smith’s Postcards.

To be honest, this is a bit like diving into an infinite rabbit 
hole - there is so much to see and things that I’d love to 
share, but simply haven’t the time or space to do so. I 
guess it is like any topic, the more you look, the more 
you find. so I’d encourage you to settle down with a nice 
drink and enjoy the show, and maybe later go exploring 
yourself.

The Greatest Showman

Phineas Taylor (PT) Barnum (5 Jul 1810-7 Apr 1891) 
was an American showman, businessman and politician 
with many enterprises both to his credit, and his shame. 
The best know of these was his founding of what would 
become the Greatest Show on Earth: The Barnum & 
Bailey Circus - eventually Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey Circus - running (separately) from 1871 to 2017.

In his early career Barnum was a small business owner 
and founded a 
small newspaper.  
He began his career 
in entertainment 
with a variety 
troupe and soon 
after purchased and 
renamed Scudder’s 
American Museum. 

Pastcards
Journal of

canberra Picture Postcard collectors
a branch of the Philatelic Society of Canberra Inc.

No. 102        March 2019
All Rights Reserved      ISSN 1326-9941

Figure 1: Postcard of the Barnum Festival Statue, Bridgeport, Connecticut. 
Tribute to former mayor, industrialist and civic leader P. T. Barnum.
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He used this as a platform to promote hoaxes and human curiosities such as the Fiji Mermaid and General Tom 
Thumb.

Not everything went perfectly for Barnum, with some major financial setbacks along the way, but as his empire 
grew, so did his profits. His museum expanded to include an aquarium and wax figure department.

His entertainments were not restricted to the continental USA, but included seasons touring across Europe.

It wasn’t until his later years that he turned towards the Circus. In 1870  he established “P.T. Barnum’s Grand 
Travelling Museum, Menagerie, Caravan & Hippodrome. Through various names and guises this eventually 
became the Greatest Show on Earth and merged in 1881 with the circus of James Bailey, becoming Barnum & 
Bailey’s. This was the first 3 ring Circus.

Perhaps his most famous acquisition was that 
of the Elephant Jumbo from the London Zoo. 
This giant was extremely popular with visitors 
to the Zoo, and the sale was not well received by 
many especially the children who loved to ride 
on him. However the price was something the 
Zoo could not afford to pass up. 

Barnum used Jumbo for advertising both his 
own ventures, and as a mascot for many other 
companies. It is estimated that Jumbo created 
$1.75M in revenue in his first year with the 

Figure 2: French Postcard of the 
Barnum & Bailey Circus. 

Figure 3 & 4: Postcards of Jumbo and his Trainer 
Matthew Scott.

Original Photographs taken 1882. 

“The largest Elephant ever seen by mortal men, wild 
or in captivity. 

The propery of Messrs. Barnum, Bailey & Hutchinson, 
cost $30,000”
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circus. A fantastic return on investment even taking into account the elephantine diet and living expenses.

Sadly Jumbo died in a railway accident in 1885 and was at the time still growing. His use as entertainment was 
not finished by a long stretch, with his remains being sent to various museums for display and statue’s erected 
in his memory (we saw one of these in part 1).

The life of this great showman has been celebrated on stage and screen, with Dramatic and Musical re-enactments 
of his amazing life. My favourite is Barnum! starring Michael Crawford, the film version of the Broadway 
musical. However I have not yet seen the 2017 movie “The Greatest Showman” starring Hugh Jackman, and 
may have to do that once this story is completed.

Barnum is credited with many quotes that are both inspirational and motivational as well as being horribly 
truthful, but he is also attributed to some with no evidence.

“ There’s a sucker born every minute” seems in character with the flamboyant financially motivated mogul, but 
there is no proof that he ever said such a thing. “Every Crowd has a silver lining” is in similar dubious fame as 
is “Always leave them wanting more”.

In his book “Art of Money Getting” 1880, he makes the following observations:

• Money is in some respects like a fire; it is a very excellent servant but a terrible master.

• Politeness and civility are the best capital ever invested in business.

• Be polite and kind to your customers.

• The best kind of charity is to help those who are willing to help themselves.

• The desire for wealth is nearly universal, and none can say it is not laudable, provided the possessor of it 
accepts its responsibilities, and uses it as a friend to humanity.

The last point is one that might be of greatest benefit should it become a universal law.

Barnum did not long survive the mighty elephant Jumbo, passing at his home in 1891. His circus legacy (amongst 
others) only grew greater after his death. With Barnum & Bailey Circus acquired by Ringling Brothers in 1906, 
but run independently until 1919 when the troops were combined into what was truly the Greatest Show on 
Earth.

Figure 5: Poster
The Circus Kings of 

All Time.

Otto Ringling
Charles Ringling

Alf T. Ringling

P.T. Barnum

James A. Bailey

John Ringling

Al. Ringling
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Figure 6: Barnum Museum, Tufts College (now Tufts 
University), Massachusetts.

Postcard produced by the Tufts College Bookstore. 

The Museum sadly suffered from a catastrophic fire as 
the result of a wiring fault in April 1975. The entire 

collection within was lost including the remains of the 
famous elephant Jumbo. Some of the building has been 

rebuilt, and today Jumbo’s ashes are still kept at the 
University in a makeshift urn.

It is interesting the things postcards were written for 
- this seems to be thanks for a fundraising donation, 

unfortunately there is not indication if it was related to 
the museum or not.

Jackson students E. Beattie and M. D. Rourke with Jumbo, 1922Jackson students E. Beattie and M. D. Rourke with Jumbo, 1922
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Figure 7: U.S. Postal Service Brings Wonder and Amazement to Town
with New Limited-Edition Vintage Circus Posters Forever Stamps

The following is the set description from the USPS website (https://about.usps.com/news/national-releases/2014/
pr14_030.htm). To direct quote a source is not what I had intended, but so much of this description is relevant to 
the Circus backstory and to the printing of both the vintage posters and many philatelic items.
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Press Release: Vintage Circus Posters Forever Stamps

SARASOTA, FL — Ladies and gentlemen, boys and girls, Children Of All Ages… step right up and share 
the magic of the circus as the U.S. Postal Service today issues the new, limited-edition Vintage Circus Posters 
Forever stamps. With the help of a Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey ringmaster and clowns, the new stamps 
were unveiled during an interactive stamp dedication ceremony held at The John and Mable Ringling Museum 
of Art.

Customers may purchase the stamps at the Postal Store, at 800-STAMP24 (800-782-6724) and at Post Offices 
nationwide or visit ebay.com/stamps to shop for a wide variety of postage stamps and collectibles.

The new Vintage Circus Posters Forever stamps are modeled after original circus posters — including those 
promoting the Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus — and are now part of the Tibbals Digital Collection 
at The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art.

“P.T. Barnum, the great American showman, businessman and founder of the Barnum & Bailey Circus, once 
wrote that ‘the noblest art is that of making others happy.’ At the Postal Service, we think these new stamps will 
do a spectacular job of doing just that,” said Ellen Williams, member, Board of Governors, U.S. Postal Service, 
in dedicating the new stamps.

“We hope people will proudly display these new stamps on all their cards, letters and packages and, just like the 
circus does, we hope they will bring joy, wonder and amazement into the lives of everyone who receives them.”

Joining Williams to dedicate the stamps were Mark Riddell, national public relations director, Ringling Bros. 
and Barnum & Bailey Circus; Steven High, executive director, The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art; 
and David Shipman, ringmaster for Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Presents Super Circus Heroes.

The circus has brought together Americans of all ages and walks of life to watch the amazing acts and let 
imaginations soar. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, companies such as Ringling Bros. and Barnum & 
Bailey used evocative posters to let people know that an exciting attraction was coming to town.

“The magic of the circus is celebrated here every day at The John and Mable Ringling Museum of Art, the estate 
of the Circus King John Ringling,” said High. “There is no better place to issue stamps honoring circus history 
than in Sarasota, the Circus Capital of the World. We are grateful for the philanthropic efforts of Howard and 
Janice Tibbals, whose collection and life’s work including their namesake building on our campus ensures that 
the legacy of the American circus will never be forgotten.”

“We are honored to be a part of this celebration along with our partners at the U.S. Postal Service and The 
Ringling Museum. At Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey we create circus legends, The Ringling Museum 
preserves the history and now the U.S. Postal Service celebrates that history and honors the legacy of the circus,” 
said Nicole Feld, executive vice president for Feld Entertainment and producer of Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey.

About the Vintage Circus Posters Forever Stamps

The Vintage Circus Posters Forever stamps pay tribute to the wonder and amusement of the circus which 
Americans have enjoyed since the late 18th century. This pane of 16 self-adhesive stamps features reproductions 
of eight vintage circus posters.

In the 19th century, lithography became the medium of choice for poster artists. The Amazing American Circus 
Poster, a book featuring the work of the Strobridge Lithographing Company, describes the process as being 
“based on the principle that oil and water do not mix.”

Using grease crayon or liquid, the artist applied the design in reverse onto a flat surface such as limestone. A 
chemical process fixed that grease image to the plate, making it receptive to holding ink. Then, the surface 
was moistened, covered with an oil-based ink and printed onto paper. During the process, the wet, blank areas 
repelled the ink.
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Companies such as Strobridge and Erie Lithographing & Printing created bright, detailed works of art that were 
displayed prominently in cities and towns across the United States. These posters were not simply modest, 
restrained ads either. They were big and bold — just like the circuses they touted. Poster size was measured by 
the “sheet.” A sheet was 42 inches by 28 inches (or vice versa). But posters didn’t stop at one sheet. There were 
two-sheet, three-sheet, four-sheet and even 12-sheet, 24-sheet and 100-sheet posters, which covered entire sides 
of buildings. The language incorporated on the posters was usually as colorful as the images it described.

These eye-popping late 19th and early 20th century posters showcased majestic elephants, fierce tigers and 
colorful clowns, alongside acts such as acrobatic gymnasts, graceful wire dancers and daring stuntmen. Colorful 
clowns were also poster mainstays. “Clowns might easily thrive outside the circus,” The Amazing American 
Circus Poster states, “but the idea of a circus without clowns is almost inconceivable.”

Each stamp features one vintage circus poster. The pane’s verso text includes a brief discussion of the history 
and purpose of circus posters. The selvage features an image of a circus entrance shot by photographer Edward 
J. Kelty in 1937. Art director Greg Breeding worked on the stamp pane with designer Jennifer Arnold.

Customers may view many of this year’s other stamps on Facebook facebook.com/USPSStamps, Twitter@
USPSstamps, Pinterest pinterest.com/uspsstamps, Instagram instagram.com/uspostalservice or on uspsstamps.
com, the Postal Service’s online site for information on upcoming stamp subjects, first-day-of-issue events and 

other philatelic news.

Figure 9

Summer Festival, Quebec.
Photo, Yves Tessier.

Figure 8

 Place Jaques-Cartier, Montréal.

Street Performance.
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The Court Clown

Reference searches list this as “The Buffoon don Juan de 
Austria” painted in approximately 1632. Thought to be 
part of the October Naval Festival to celebrate the battle 
of Leoanto (1545-1578) and hero of the same name. 
The painting was part of a pair (shown below) done to 
honour the festival . The opponent is the feared Ottoman 
Barbarossa.

Court Fools, Jesters or 
Clowns have a tradition 
far older than that seen in 
the Circus ring. Velazquez 
de Silva painted several 
of these including dwarfs, 
but no women.

Figure 10

Velazquez de Silva - Clown from the Court of Philipe IV.

Museo Del Prado, Madrid.

Figures 11 & 12

Velazquez de Silva 

Original Oil Paintings 

from the collection of the 
Museo Del Prado, Madrid.

Far more vibrant in colour 
than the greyscale postcard 
would suggest.
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Opryland USA

A seasonal Theme park operating from 1972 to 1997, Opryland was open from March to October, and then 
with a Christmas theme in December. As well as the Amusement park rides and sideshow attractions, Opryland 
also had a focus on American Music (as you can see in the logo design on the postcard). While it was always a 
profitable attraction, need for new attractions saw the removal of old ones as the geography of the riverfront land 
did not allow for sideways expansion once the Opry Hotel was built in 1977. 

Changes of ownership saw a different focus of attractions, but the theme park continued to be successful until 
both the changing needs of the target audience and commercial pressures saw the closure and demolishment to 
make way for a parking lot and new shopping mall.

South of the Border

Pedro’s Circus Mexicanus is located in South Carolina at the border with North Carolina. There are a large 
number of postcards of this attraction, but strangely it was hard to track down an actual reference for the 
attraction (https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_of_the_Border_(attraction)); I guess having lots of names and 
something generic like “South of the Border” isn’t as useful in this modern google-age. Finally I arrived at 

https://www.sobpedro.com/

Figure 13

 Opryland U.S.A., Nashville, 
Tennessee.

Youngsters love this colourful, 
crazy Clown Wagon. The zany 

professor invites the children to 
come out of the audience, put on 

costumes, and be part of the show.

Figure 14

South of the Border

Circus Mexicanus: The Kiddies 
Shopping Arcade, Toy Circus 

and Lost Tribe along with 
Indian Souvenir and Art-craft 

Shop.
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Pedro’s World Famous South 
of the Border is an intentionally 
Camp (tongue-in-cheek) styled 
tourist destination in South Carolina, just south of the Border, and originally halfway between New York and 
Florida by road - hence a good stopping point. 

It began as a Beer stand just outside the dry state of North Carolina in 1949, and shortly after was joined by a 
small diner. In 1954, 20 motel rooms were added and the Mexican theme took hold. In 1964 the main Interstate 
highway route was announced to pass close by Pedro’s, with 2 exits and a highway view sure to increase 
visitor traffic. Unlike many other roadside destinations, it looks like Pedro’s is still going strong with a host of 
attractions, 2 petrol stations, a Convention centre and Wedding Venue and Truck stop. Pedroland Park has a 
strong focus on Antique and vintage rides for kids, and there is a Reptile Park close by. Sadly I cannot see any 
reference to the Circus attractions that are such a feature in the postcards, but they may still be there.

World’s Fair 1964-65

In New York, John Ringling North (Ringling Brothers) presented the Continental Circus Follies. This was 
housed in a 50,000 sq. ft. Building seating 5,000 people and included a Circus Museum. The theme of the fair 
was “Peace through Understanding”, dedicated to “Man’s achievement on a shrinking Globe in an Expanding 
Universe”. A worthy aim, that we could do well to revisit in the current era.

Figure 15

South of the Border

Customers (under age 12) at 
the Circus Mexicanus Shop 
Get a Free Ride on Pedro’s 
New Circus Wagon Train.

Figure 16

Continental Circus

Official World’s Fair Postcard.
Dexter Press, New York.
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While it did include some overseas displays, the majority was provided by US companies. There was relatively 
little in the entertainment offerings - no Midway (Sideshow Alley) was a major criticism. The Ringling Circus 
appeared together with Walt Disney’s “It’s a Small World” - the salute to UNICEF, and Progressland - an Audio 
and animatronic presentation on the progress of electricity in the home. Visitors had a chance to see the first 
Computer equipment including Mainframes, Terminals with CRT Displays and keyboards, Teletype machines, 
punch cards and modems. Dinoland was sponsored by Sincliar Oil and featured life-size replicas of 9 different 
dinosaurs including their signature Brontosaurus.

Sadly the fair ended in controversy over allegations of financial mis-management and lost money leaving many 
backers out of pocket as the fair skirted bankruptcy.

Circus Circus - Las Vegas

From a place that lost money to one that literally rakes it in, Circus Circus Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. Opened 
in October 1968, this venue has been operating for over 50 years. It is listed as the largest permanent Big Top in 
the world and features Circus acts and a Carnival Games Midway. Originally the building was only comprised 
of the Casino Big Top building, however when this had a detrimental impact upon the financial performance, a 
loan was obtained to build a hotel. 

The complex and it’s owners have had a few run-ins with the law, which has been reason for at least one change 
of ownership. it has been renovated many times since opening, but is testament to the enduring power of Circus 
that the theme has endured. Obviously a change would require complete redesign, but in this high stakes game, 
you have to have a drawcard to survive and the Circus still pulls a crowd.

This iconic venue has been immortalised not just on Postcards and other souvenirs, but in television series 
like Vega$ and films including the 1971 James Bond classic Diamonds Are Forever and in Austin Powers: 
International Man of Mystery (a much less serious take on the Spy genre).

“The festive atmosphere of the circus is evident throughout this exciting complex. From the thrilling circus 
acts to the world class facilities of the hotel and casino you will feel like you are the centre ring attraction.”

M&K Postcard (Printed in Australia by Colorscans).

Figure 17

Circus Circus

Casino and Hotel, Las Vegas, 
Nevada.
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Jones Beach

A popular holiday destination, Jones Beach is 
one of the State Parks on Long Island, New 
York. An annual circus day was held featuring 
different visiting circus troops and acts. The 
date seems to fluctuate, perhaps according to 
when Acts were available, but July/August 
seems to have been the usual season - during 
the Summer weather. Billboard Magazine 
lists several occurrences of Gangler’s Circus, 
dog, pony and monkey unit show, from 1946-1950. 1950 marked the 13th annual Circus Day on the Beach. 
Several different postcards can be found including the above example.

Bognor Regis

Still home to Circus attractions during the Summer months, Bognor Regis might be considered a UK equivalent 
of Jones Beach, but with a much longer circus history. A sandy beach on the Southern Coast, Bognor has been 
home to Butlin’s since the 1930s with a Zoo and Amusement Park, and the 960s saw a Holiday Camp set up. 
Today the Resort caters for over 385,000 visitors per year and still has a seasonal Circus attraction.

Figure 18 & 19

Circus Day

Jones Beach, Long Island

Used from Jamaica, Queens, New York 
USA to Aurora, York County, Ontario, 

Canada - Jul 4 1952.

Figure 20

Bognor Regis

Bingo the Clown, the Seafront 
and Waterloo Gardens.

BOG 105 Janon Distribution.
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Circus Hall of Fame

First located in Saratosa, 
Florida (although now in 
Peru, Indiana since 1981), 
it was originally the winter 
quarters of the Ringling 
Brothers Circus since 1927.

While originally just a 
warm place to spend winter 
planning for the next 
touring season, it grew to 
be a year round attraction 
and museum of all things 
relating to the circus arts.

Live acts were preformed 
for the visitors during 
certain times of the year, while for the 
remainder it was only the static attractions.

By the late 1970’s the number of visitors 
declined and the museum became less 
profitable until it was eventually closed in 
1980. 

Photograph of performers at the Bognor Regis circus, 1886. Photograph of performers at the Bognor Regis circus, 1886. 
nationalarchives.gov.uk Catalogue ref: (COPY 1/1/377 f204nationalarchives.gov.uk Catalogue ref: (COPY 1/1/377 f204

Figure 21

Photograph of  Bognor Regis Circus Performers 1886

I wonder if the man looking out of the tent was supposed to be in the picture? 

Figure 22

Circus Hall of Fame, 
Florida.

Live Circus Acts everyday 
of the Winter and Summer 

seasons.
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Luckily rather than see all of the museum items dispersed, 
a group of citizens from Peru, Indiana, organised for the 
entire contents to be purchased and created the current 
Museum. Since then many other items have been added 
to the collection.

Why Peru? Well it is all down to Col. Ben Wallace, who 
turned from being a local Livery Stable owner of 18 
years into a Circus Owner and entertainer in 1882. He 
built the Wallace Circus and gradually added others like 
the Hagenbeck circus to become a great American Circus 
pioneer. After his death, other shows continued to use his 
location for winter quarters.

The Peru site was the winter quarters of the original 
American Circus Corporation (and is designated as a 
Historical National Landmark). The site had its first 
construction in 1922, but sadly over time many of the 
historic buildings have been lost to fire. There were many 
circuses that used the Peru location during winter and 
it was common to see Zebra, Horses, Ponies, Camels, 
Llamas, Giraffe and Elephants grazing in the paddocks. 
Carnivores included Lions, Tigers and Bears, and there 
were many more exotic animals as well. Occasionally 
there would be a escapee wandering the local area, but 
they were usually easy to spot and recapture with little 
harm done.

The Hall of Fame itself has had inductees since 1958 
and includes many famous names such as those we have 
seen in this part of the story: James Anthony Bailey, P.T. 
Barnum, The ringling Brothers, Buffalo Bill Cody, John 
Ringling North and Annie Oakley.

The Hall of Fame is still growing and has now amassed 
a great collection of Historic Circus Wagons together 
with some reproductions crafted by local artisans to 
showcase how the circus used to travel and parade. Not 
only preserving the circus traditions, but those of the 
woodworkers, wagon-makers and wheelwrights too.

Figure 23

Circus Hall of 
Fame, Florida.

The lovely 
Carmencita and 
Bob-O in Clown 
Alley between 

shows.

Figure 24

Circus Hall of Fame, Florida.

Sunburst Wheels from circus parade wagons of 
olden times - one of the largest collections in the 

world.
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Circus London

As we saw in the first part of this story, 
Circus and Circle have the same Latin 
language origin: a round open space. In 
the crowded inner heart of a major city, 
there is often very little space not filled by buildings and “owned” by some person or corporation. Public Parks 
are slight different as remnant green spaces, but a Circus is a place for people, not plants.

In London, there are two famous Circus locations of the physical type, although there are many smaller areas 
with the circus name too.

Oxford Circus is  probably the oldest, although imagining the Ancient Roman Via Trinobatina beneath the 
current shopping precinct is quite difficult. Through the Middle Ages, Oxford Street (including the Circus) was 
known as Tyburn Road and was notorious for public hangings of prisoners from Newgate Prison. In the 18th 
Century it changed from residential to commercial and retail buildings and became known as Oxford Street.

Oxford Circus is an open space where Regent Street meets with Oxford Street, before Oxford continues down 
to Bond Street. These are the three Green properties in the Monopoly Board Game. Oxford Circus was designed 
in 1810 by the architect John Nash as part of the development of Regent Street. The four quadrants of the circus 
were designed by Sir Henry Tanner and constructed by Sir Henry Tanner and constructed between 1913 and 
1928.

Oxford street is the location of London’s Christmas light displays and has been a popular event since 1959.

The Oxford Circus Tube Station is a 
major transport hub for the London 
Underground and has entrances 
on each of the four corners of the 
Circus.

Figure 25

Postcards of America: Peru 
Circus Capital of the World

15 Historic Postcards

Book produced by Arcadia Publishing, 
written by Kreig A. Adkins

https://www.arcadiapublishing.
com/9780738560205/Peru-Circus-

Capital-of-the-World

Figure 26

Oxford Circus - London

DRG Postcard J Arthur Dixon, 
photo by CRH photographic. 

25914.
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Picadilly Circus is in London’s West End, further 
down Regent Street from Oxford Circus (in the Yellow 
Monopoly Zone).

It was built in 1819 and likely part of the same Regent 
Street design plan by Nash that included Oxford Circus.

Originally the centre of the Picadilly had a fountain 
and the roads circled around it. This was moved in 
after World War II to the Southeastern side. This is the 
Shaftsbury Memorial Fountain, erected in 1892-93 to 
commemorate the works of Lord Shaftsbury. Victorian 
politician, social reformer (child labour, lunacy and 
opium) and philanthropist. The statue on the memorial 
is the Greek God Anteros (Love Requited), but is often 
mistaken for his brother Eros (Love and Desire). The 
memorial can be seen just left of centre in Figure 22.

In the UK, the phrase “it’s like Picadilly Circus” is used 
to describe a hectic environment busy with lots of people. If you stay long enough in that area it is said you will 
eventually bump into everyone you know, which seems a little far fetched - at least here in Canberra there is a 
larger space within which that is indeed likely to occur.

During World War II, the code name for the assembly location of the D-Day Invasion fleet in the English 
Channel was Picadilly Circus.

We have bounced around Circus history like the clubs or balls thrown by a Juggler, so it is apt that in our next 
instalment we look more closely at the postcards that tell us about the performers and acts themselves.

References and Resources. 

http://classic.circushistory.org/History/BriefS.htm
http://visit.circushalloffame.com/
https://www.sobpedro.com/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_of_the_Border_(attraction)
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Piccadilly_Circus
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oxford_Street
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/P._T._Barnum
https://www.retrowow.co.uk/retro_collectibles/games/monopoly_steets.php

Figure 27

Picadilly Circus - 
London

DRG Postcard J 
Arthur Dixon, photo 

by CRH photographic. 
25915.
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